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PREFACE. 

npHE following Difcourfes, delivered on dif- 
■'*■ ferent occafions, and written after their de- 
livery, with fuch alterations and enlargements as 
were requifite, and publi(hed at the requeft of 
many who heard them, have all been for fome 
years before the public. Some of them, as thofe 
on the Second Coming of Chrift and the Future 
Mifery of the Wicked, and on Sandlification, have 
gone thro' fundry Editions, and many thoufands 
of them have been circulated in different parts of 
this Kingdom, efpecially among the Members of 
the Methodift Societies and Congregations. And 
if I may give credit to the information I have re- 
ceived, the divine Bleffing has attended the read- 
ing of them to niarly' individuals, and mod of 
thofe into whofe hands they have fallen, have fig- 
nified their approbation of them. They are there- 
fore here coUedled into pne Volume, at the re- 
queft of our laft Conference, with a view to their 
prefervation when their Author is no more. Thus, 
not only my Friends, and thofe that have been pro- 
fited by my Miniftry, may hive a memori;^l of me 
when I am removed out of their fight j but, what 
may be of much more moment, when dead I may 
thus fpedk to thofe of them that (hall furvive me ; 
and perhaps alfo to many others that never knew 

my face in the flefli, but into \v V^^t ^^"^^^ ^^^ 
BooJt miiy fail, 

a 3 \*\v>^ 
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Mod of thofe truths of experimental antf prac- 
tical Chriftiamfy, (the only Chriftianity that will 
afford any one comfort at a dying houi^) to which i 
have believed myfelf to be called of God to bear 
Teftimony, and which, in conjundion with my 
Brethren, 1 have been labouring, for upwards of 
thirty years, to propagate in mod parts of Great 
Britain, are here explained and enforced accord- 
•Jhg to the beft ability God hath given me. The 
end I have had in view, in writing and publilh^ 
ing thefe Sermons, is the fame that I have purfued 
thro* the whole courCe of my Miniftry, and that 
is JtmJ>ly and only to glorify God in the Reforma* 
tlon and Salvation of my fellow-creatures. I 
have therefore not Audied elegance of flyjf, or 
the oratorical ornaments of fpeech, becaufe, if I 
could have attained to this excellency, and have 
fpared the time which this liind of compofition 
would have coft me, I had no reafon to fuppofe 
that it would either have recommended thefe Ser- 
mons to fuch, as it was probable, would perufe 
them,, or have given the truths contained in them 
d greater influence on their minds. But I have 
endeavoured to write, exadly as I always wifli to 
preach, in a ptahf clear, and intelligible manner ; 
and with fuch a proper arrangement of the matter, 
and fuch a connexion of the parts of each dif- 
courfe, as feemed beft calculated to affift the coiv- 
ceptions and memories of my Readers. I have 
fludhd alfo to write with fome degree of force and 
energy, e/pecially in th^ appWcalor^ ^wl ol ^viVk 
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Sentiofi. thm hr I hare fucceeded, muft be left 
to- the public l» judge. I zm, however, not with* 
out kope, that as i am confciou» I hare written, 
29 I tfttfl! I generally ipe^k, from the heart, fi> 
that ftmte ptirt *t leaft of Aefe plain and un->^ 
aidbmed DPfctforres will reaeh the hearts of thofis" 
Readers, that receive the Truth as it is ki Jefutf 
with attentive and anprejtidiced minds, and in- m 
^irit of prayer. 

Thb laft obfenration is of vaft importanee* 
For. if as St. Paul declares, <« The natural man 
difcerneth not the tinngs of God, nor can he 
know them, becaufe they are fpiritually dircem* 
cd ;"— if, " The things of God knoweth no man,^. 
but the Spirit of God,'^ it is not to be fiippoft* 
that tfaefe truths of fyiritual and experimeRtal re«- 
Kglon, which are here declared, will be either 
dffcemed or relifhed, by thofe lyho do not fincerelf 
and fcrvcntfy pray for " the Spirit of wi£ciom and 
revelation,'* any more than by* tfiofc who do not 
endeavour to diveft- their minds of prejudice, 
and to amfider fcrioufly what is advanced. This 
therefore, T cannot but mod carneftly recommend 
to all my Readers. 

I muft alfo advife them rather to read thefe 
Difcourfes, in the ordct in which thc7 are here 
placed, than in any other. For, altho* they were 
neither written, not firft pubKfhed in this order, 
yet I believe they will be read with mod advait* 
tage according to it ; as each pteccdLVCi^ ^^^ttcyw 
wW thta^ in general, prepare dit mvtvdi xa >axv\«.^ 
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fiand and reli(h the following, and each following 
Sermon will illuftrate and confirm the preceding. 

I had intended to include in this Volume, all 
the Sermops I have publiihed, but found that this 
would fwell the fize of the book too much. I 
have therefore omitted fuch.as ha.ye appeared in 
Qur Magazine, or have been pUbliHied in fingle 
3ermonsy within the lad fix or- eight years ; in- 
tending, if it pleafe God to preferve my life and 
healjCh a kittle longer, to prepare for the Plrefs a 
fecond Volume ; which^ if the Cpnference judge 
proper, may hereafter be prefented to our Socie- 
ties, and the public at large. But this defign is 
yet but in embryo. And I know not what a few 
years, or even days may bring forth. Altho', I 
thank God, my health and ftrength are yet as firm 
as ever for labouring in the Lord's Vineyard, yet 
I know the (hades of the evening are coming faft 
upon me, and I too am following thofe of my 
Fat}\ers and Brethren that have gone before me to 
<< the houfe appointed for all living. " May I 
be enabled to do honour to my profeffion in this 
lad ftage of my Chriftian courfe, as they in 
general have done in theirs ; and may I experience 
thofe fupports and confolations in my laA mo- 
ments, which they were favoured with, in their 
dying chambers, and may I find my everlafiing 
lot with thefe Saints and Servants of the Most 
Hugh ! Amen ! 

JMffnr, Chapel, City^Roatif Undon, 

Jan. z6, iSoz. 3, 'Bi.Ta^O^. 
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Chrift's Commifl^on to his Minifters : 

A S £ R M N. 

Preached before the Conference held in 

LEEDS, yUir, 1793, 



MARK XVI. i^, 16. 

^ GrO yc into all the world, an3 preach the Gof- 
pel to every creature. Jic.that believeth, and 
is baptized, (hall be faved ; but he that be- 
lieveth not, Ihall be damned." 

I. TN reading the facred Narrative of the Evan- 
A, geliAs, concerning the Life and Do£trine of 
the Lord Jesus, and in comparing their fundry 
accounts together, it is diligently to be obferved, 
that^ in writing their hiAories, they regarded not 
theamufement, but only tlie inftiuAion and edi6ca* 
tion of their readers. They paid no rcfpedl to the 
gratification of the curiojity of mankind, by a re- 
lation of uninterefting and trivial circumflances, 
but confuited merely the illumination and renpra* 
tion of their minds, by laying before them^ iip-. 
portant truths. Hence, without detaining us tb 
hear on what occafion, at what time, or in what 
place, our Lord performed his miracles or de- 
livered his difcourfes, they frequently carry us 
forward to obferve rather, what is of infinitely 
greater importance to us, the fadt done, or* the 
do^rine taught. 

A TVv^ 
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The confequence, however, of this is, that, if 
vfc do not make this proper allowance for their 
paiTing over unimportant matters, and reflcft th^t 
fome of them omitted what others of them relate, 
ive (hall be led into the erroneous idea of their 
dcfignedly connedling events, which, in reality, 
were not immediately conne£ted, and even of their 
contradiding one another, which would impeach 
their credit as HiftorianS| and (hake the very foun* 
dation of our faith A 

2. I am led to make this remark by confidering 
the paiTage before us in connexion with the con-« 
text. Thefe words of Chrift, as they ftand here,^ 
feemingly connected with the preceding verfes, 
may appear, at firft iight, to have been fpoken to 
his difciples on the day on which he rofe from the 
dead. Wheteas, upon comparing the contentsof 
this chapter, with the accounts which the other 
Evangclifts have given, of the events which took 
place between the refurredlion of Chrift and his 
afcenfion, it feems evident that they were uttered 
on the day of his afcenfion, ?.nd probably at the 
very time, when, he was lifting up his^ hands and 
}]fleflrLng them,* and was jyft about to be parted 
from them and carried up into heaven. At that 
folemn and ever-memorable moment, it feems, 
among other inftrudions and advices, recorded by 
St. Luk6, in the above mentioned Chapter, and 
A6ls i, Jefus gave them this moft important, moft 
benevolent, and yet moft awful charge, and fald, 
•< Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gofpel 
to every creature : He that bclieveth, and is bap- 
tized, fhall be faved ; but he that believeth not 
ihall be damned." For, as we are affured, verfe 
19, " after the Lord had fpoken unto them," viz. 
the preceding words, a part of which is my Text, 

* Luk? xxiy. 50. 

<« he 
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« he was received up into heaven, and fat on the 
right hand of God." 

In difcourfing from thefe words, containing, as> 
•we fee, the laft, folemn charge of the Son of Goa 
to his Difciples, I propofe to confider, 

J . What is implied in preaching the Gofpel ? • 

II. To whom the office of preaching it be- 
longs ? In other words. To whom this charge is 
given? 

III. Where they are to preach it, and to 
whom ? Aud 

IV. Laftly. What is required of thofe who- 
hear it, with the confequcnccs of their complying, ■ 
or not complying, with the condition required of 
them. 

I. And firft, I am to enquire, What is implied 
in preaching the Gofpel ? Under this head it will 
be ncceflary to confider fir-ft, what the gofpel is, 
that we may underhand fecondly, what it is to 
p.readi it. 

I. Now with regard to the nature of the Gof- 
pel, I may obferve firft, in general, that the very 
word^ nfed here and in Qther places by the Evan- 
gelifts and Apofiles, in the original, and tranflated 
Gojp^ly gives, us fome information concerning 
it. It means, as is well known, not GotTs-fpel^ 
or God's- tidings J which is all .that is fignificd by 
the Saxon term GofpeU but Good-news^ or Glad» 
tidings. Such the Gofpel of Chrift is in the very 
cffence of it. It is good ne^s, or glad tidings to 
the fallen race of Adam, to the finful, guilty, 
weak, and wretched children of men, even tidings 
of a Saviour, and falvation thro' him. There- 
fore when the Angel announced the birth of Chrift 
' to the fhepherds, he expreffed himfelf thus, << Be- 
hold> I bring yau glad tidings of great joy," 
tvwyy^'K^?fifiai vfdtv x^f^* t^iyoe>»t9, Jite rally, / evangelize 
mto you great joy, or, .L preach the Go/fcl> vroYvXavcv- 
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ing matter of great joy: "for unto /ou is born 
this day, in the city of David, d Saviour, who is 
Christ the Lord." * So that tidings of a Savi- 
our, at leatt of fuch a Saviour as Chrift the Lord, 
are good tidings, and the very efTence of the Gof- 
peL Hence if is, that when the evangelical Pro- 
phet, Kaiah, was foretelling Gofpel Days, and 
deicribing the melfage which the minifters of the 
Gofpel would, in thofe days, deliver to mankind, 
he cxprefled himfelf in the following words : 
<< How beaqtiful upon the mountains are the feet 
of him that bringeth good tiilings, that publi(heth 
peace, that bringeth tidings of good, that pub- 
liflieth Salvation, that faith unto Zion, Thy God 
reigneth ! " This therefore, is the true nature of 
the Gofpel. It is good tidings, or good tidings of 
good: and a^meflage of peace and falvation. And 
accordingly, as we learn from the facred writers, 
they that preached the Gofpel, " preached peace 
Jby Jefus Chrift," t and bore witnefs, that it is 
•* a faithful faying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that he came into the world to fave iinners." \ 

a. To be a little more particular. The Gofpel 
may be defined thus : << It is that revelation which 
God hath made of himfelf, and of his mind 
and will to mankind refpefiing their falvation.*** 
This was made firft, obfcurely, and in part, to the 
ancient Patriarchs, and by them to the early ages 
of the world, before and after the flood. A& to * 
Adam, when God- faid, " The Seed of the woman 
fl>all bruife the Serpent*s head ; " and to Abraham 
wiien he promifed Wm, that ** in his Seed all the 
nations of the catth fhould be bleflfed:" and laftly 
to Jacob, when he aflfured him, that << Shiloh 
Ihould coin»iJ||ifi.that unto him (hould the gather- 
ing of thc;*ttiiye be." But when the Law was 
given to itj^jipi lilji of Jacob, from Mount Sinai, 




" riilnjKMEP '^ Aas xiU. 26. t I Tim. i. 15. 
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an inditution took place, the deiign of which was 
to exhibit to mankind, in a variety of typical per- 
fons, and adlions, and emblematical reprefenta- 
tions, the whole Gofpel, with its Author, origin, 
and end, its precepts and promifes, its privileges 
and bleflings, its grace and glory, as it was in due 
time to be unfolded more fully and clearly by the 
eternal Word of Jehovah, made flcfli, and the 
Spirit of Truth and Holinefs poured out, in all 
his plenitude of gifts and graces, upon the firft 
difciples and miniAers of the divine Immanuel. 
When this <* fulnefs of time was come," and that 
fame God, '< who at fundry times, and in divers 
manners," had, formerly fpoken to his ancient 
people by the prophets, had in thefe laft days fent 
forth his Son, the brightnefs of his glory and the 
exprefs image of his perfoo, with credentials and 
powers, fuch as no other divine Melfenger ever 
vfzSf or will be in veiled with, then the Gofpel, 
M^hich in former ages had been exhibited in types 
and (hadpws, rather fhaded than revealed, was 
manifefted in all its glory and appeared 

<< Full orb*d in its whole round of rays complete*** 

It arofe upon the world with healing in its wings, 
and (bone forth in all its beauty, fplendour, and 
importance. *< The day-fpring from on high vi- 
iited us, to give light to them that fat in darknefs, 
and in the region of the (hadow of death, and to 
guide their feet into the way of peace." It is thia 
laft, cleareft, and fulled revelation of the divine 
Will, refpe£ting our falvation, that is mod pro- 
perly and emphatically termed the Gofpel, and 
that is here chiefly meant ; as alfo, in divers other 
pafliiges of the New Teflament, which you may' 
examine at your leifure. 

3. The Gofpel, confidered in tVvU Nxt^R^ >kj» 
xd^£t to ah the offices fuftained b^ \t* ^wv»\» 

A 3 K\>x!wit 
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Author. In reference to his Prophetic Office, il 
is a revelation of truths, including doctrines, pre- 
cepts, promifes, and threatnings, more clear and 
full than any preceding difcovery. Thcfe truths, 
as they are of a fpiritual and divine nature, and 
concern chiefly if not wholly, fpiritual and divine 
things, fo they are to us the moft important that 
can be imagined. They ift, refpeft God the Fa* 
THF.R, whofe nature and attributes, efpecially his 
moral attributes, as his holinefs, juftice, truth, 
mercy, and love, have been abundantly more 
plainly and fully revealed to mankind, by Chrift 
and his Apoftles, than ever they were before* 
•* No man hath feen God," fays' St. John, <^ at 
any time ; the only begotten Son, who is in the 
bofom of the Father, he hath declared him.'* 
<* The Son of God is come, and hath given us an 
undcrrtanding, that we may know him that is 
true. And we are in him that is true.'* ** They 
fliall know me," fays God, fpeaking of gofpel day's, 
*MVom the leaft to thegreateft." They r^^ard 2dly, 
the Son of God, whofe perfen and offices, humi- 
liation and exaltation, gr^ce and glory, 9re ex« 
hibited and difplayed, by himfelf and his Evange- 
lifts and Apoftles, as they neither were, nor, in the 
nature of things, could be before his manifeftation 
in the flefh. They concern 3<lly, the Spirit of 
God, not indeed fo much, 'with refpedt to his na- 
ture and eflcnce, as his office in the Church, and 
his operations in the fouls of men, in order to 
their falvation. Thefe are revealed much more at 
large, and with abundantly greater evidence, in 
the New Teftamcnt than in rfie Old, and we fee 
with much more cleamefs than the J^ws did for- 
merly, how he enlightens, quickens, strengthens, 
fanAiiies, and comforts his people, and by a va- 
ilcty of |;ifts and graces, prepares them for, and 

^vc4 
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gives them a pledge and earned of eternal felicity 
and glory. The truths of the Gofpel, 4thlv, rcf- 
j>t£t ourfelves. They reveal to us our fall in 
Adam, with the finfulnefs and guilt, the depra- 
vity, weaknefs, and mifery, entaikd upon us there- 
by, in a much clearer and fuller manner than they 
were known to the Old Teftament faints. In the 
mean time our Redemption by Chrift, with the 
nature and properties^ caufes and efFc6ts of that 
falvation which is by faith in him, is alfo mani- 
fefted and difplayed in all its love and power, 
glory and extent, in this fame Gofpel. Here we 
learn alfo, the Will of God concerning us, viz. 
what he requires us to know, to believe, to expe- 
rience, to be, to do, to fufFer, and to enjoy. The 
immortality of the foul, the refurreftion of the 
body, the conflagration of the world, the final 
judgtnent of Men and Angels, and the reflitution. 
of all things, are among the important and aftonifh- 
ing difcoveries, -exhibited to our view in this ever 
blcffed Gofpel. 

4. Again, in reference to his Prieftly Office, the 
Gofpel implies a free and fincere offer of privi- 
leges, which Chriil hath procured for us by his 
death, and received, in confequence of his afccn- 
fion into heaven. What thefe privileges are, I 
need not now take up your time in endeavouring to 
fhew- You, my brethren, are well apprized that 
remiflion of fins, the favour and friend/hip of God. 
and adoption into his family, wheteby we become 
his fons and daughters, are among the fitfl and 
principal of them. Thefe prepare 'the way for 
others, fuch as our heavenly Father's peculiar care 
and protedlion, an ample provifion for the fupply 
of all our WAnts, temporal and fpirittial, with kn 
dfiTurance that all things, even afflidion and deaths 
ihall work for our good. Add to iYv\s, \Jc\^\.C^v!^ 
has procured for us, and in his GotpcY oS^\^ \o \sar^ 

A 4 ^^^^^- 
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<* fellowfhip with Gop," thro' the eternal Spirit; 
which> as it implies a title to, and, in fome de- 
gree, at leaft, a meetnefs for ihe hagpinefs refervcd 
ior us in the heavenly manfions, fo it is alfo an 
earneft of that happinefs in our hearts. Thefe blefTed 
privileges of the Gofpel to be enjoyed here, are, you 
know, to be crowned wjth the everlaliing vifion 
and enjoyment of God hereafter, when his people 
ihall be admitted to fee his face and behold his 
glory, fo as to be transformed fully into his like- 
nefs, and poffeffed eternally of his felicity. 

5. Once more : if the Gofpel be coofidercd in 
reference to the Kingly Office of Chrift, it implies 
the promulgation of a variety of Laws, enforced 
with' fandtions, the mofl momentous and awful 
that (^an be imagined, even with promifes of hap* 
pincfs, and threatenings of mifery, infinite and 
eternal. All thefe laws are wife and holy, juft 
and good. They enjoin repentance towards God^ 
and faith in our Lord Jefps Chriii, in order to our 
poffcfling any, even the firft of the fore-mentioned 
privileges, remiffion of (ins, or jufliiication before 
God. And upon thofe that are juftified and there*^ 
by furnilhed with the main fpring of obedience^ 
Love, they inculcate the uniform pradlice of piety^ 
and virtue in all their branches, direding us in 
every part of our duty to God, our neighbour, and 
ourfelves, and '' teaching us, that denying un- 
godlinefs and worldly lufts, wefhould livefob^rly, 
righteoufly, and ff>d]yf in this prefent world ; 
looking for the blefTed hope, and glorious appear- 
ing of the great God, and our Saviour Jefus 
Chrift. •• 

6. That thefe Laws of Chrift make a part, and 

an important part of the Gofpel, is evident from 

this confideration, that Chrift is. as certainly ^. 

KiNGj as he is a Prophet, or a Prieft, and re- 

gulrcs our obedience^ as much as our faith or con*. 
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fidence. As his Prophetic Office, in the execution 
of which he reveals great and impbrtant truths, 
would be of no advantage to us, if we did not be- 
lieve him, nor his Pricftly Office, whereby he 
atones for our fins and procures for us ineftimable 
privileges, if we did not truft in him : fo neither 
is his Kingly Office of any avail to us, if we do 
not obey and ferve him. He is a Law-giver and 
a Judge, as well as a Saviour ; and while we ap- 
ply to him, and depend on him for eternal falva- 
tion, we muft remember he is " the Author of it, 
only to thofe that obey him." We are therefore, 
** not without law to God, but under the law to 
Chrift," who, when we ftand at his judgment feat, 
<* will render to every man according to his deeds, 
and give eternal life only to thofe, who by patient 
continuance in well-doing, feek for glory, honour, 
and immortality." Whereas, to thofe that do not 
obey the truth, but obey unrighteoufnefs, he will 
render ** indignation and wrath, tribulation and 
angui(h." From all which it is manifed, as St. 
John teftifies, that they only are " bleffed that do 
his commandments," inafmuch as they alone ''have 
a right to the tree of life, and fhall enter in thro* 
the gates into the city." * 

Hence it is, tha^ in the parallel parages, by two 
. of the other Evangelifts, our Lord is rcprefented 
as giving the fame or a like charge, in different 
words. In Luke it is, <* That repentance and re- 
mifiion of fins (hould be preached in his name 
amoiig all nations," t and in Matt. ** Go ye and 
difciple all .nations, — teaching them to obferve all 
things whatfoever I have commanded you." J The 
Conimands or Laws of Chrift, therefore, arc a part 
bf the Gofpel, or Glad-tidings publilhed unto us. 
And that they may manifclUy appear to be fuch> 

- * Rev, xxiu 14, f Liikc xxiv. 47. ^ MaX\v. ilx^\\\- "i.^* 
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God hath promifcd under the New and betler.Cdw 
venanty to *^ write them on the hearts" of hta 
people. * 

7. If this be the nature of the Gofpel, it will 
not be difficult to fay» what is implied in preach- 
ing iu It is undoubtedly, firft, to teach the truths 
which it reveals. This muft be done clearly^ In 
language intelligible to all, even Cu the moft igp- 
norant and illiterate; dnd, ifpoffiblc, with fuch a 
judicious arrangement of matter, and diftindlnefe 
of method, that while lower truths, and fuch aa 
are more eafily underftood, make way for, and pre* 
pare the mind to receive thofe that are higher, and 
of iQore difficult apprehenfion, all may be eafily 
and laAingly remembered* Again ; it muft be 
done fully. Nothing that will be profitable to our 
hearers, muft be kept back from them, but the 
whole counfel of God muft be declared^ at leaft, as 
far as concerns their falvation, prefent or eternah 
And if we have not opportunity, during the ihort 
time of our refidence with a people, to enter upon 
and difcufs the controverted, and lefs important 
truths of Chriftianity, we muft, at leaft, take care 
to explain to them and enforce upon them, its lead- 
ing and eftential dodlrines. Further : thefe truths 
muft be taught affeSfi&nately. We muft inftru^l our 
people as a Father inftru£ts his children, whom he 
dearly loves, and whofe welfare in time and in 
eternity, he has at heart. Love to them, and an 
earneft deiire for their falvation, muft be the fpring 
of all our difcourfes. Our preaching in public^ 
and our exh9rtations in private, muft flow from 
this principle ; and the afFedion of our hearts muft 
manifeft itfelf in all our words and anions. We 
muft fpeak as thofe that <^ have compaffion on the 
Ignorant^ and on them that are out of the way^ 

* jerem. fxu. 51, and Heb* vilu (. 
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remembering, thtt we ourfelves, aUb, are com^- 
pafled about with infirmity," while, bi the ftmt 
time, we rejoice in the increalingknoMi^ ledge and 
faolinefs of thofe that " receive the truth in the 
iove of it." Once more: We muft inculcate 
thefe truths diligently ; as St. Paul enjoins Timo» 
thy, * charging him " before God, and the Lord 
Jefus Chrift," to obfcrvc this injundioft. We 
muft fo preach the wotd as^to be <^ inftant in fea^ 
fon and out of feafon:" muft "convince, re* 
prove, and exhort, witH all long-fufFering and 
doctrine.*' Yea, and in order hereto, as the 
Apoftle further obferves, muft watch in all things^ 
that we may let — " no fair Occaiion pafs unheeded 
by," but may difcern and embrace every favourable 
opportunity, whether in private or in public, of 
communicating knowledge. We muft be ready td 
endure aifflidions and hardftiips of every kind, iti 
the profecution of our work, not counting out 
eafe, our honour, our liberty, or our lives, deat 
unto ourfclves, fo we may but " do the work of 
Evangeiifts, make full proof of our calling, fintfh 
our courfe with joy, and the miniftry we have re^ 
ceived of the Lord Jefus, to teftify the Gofpel of 
the Grace of God." 

8. To preach the Gofpel is, fecondly, to ex- 
hibit the privileges which it offers. This muft be 
done freely. They muft be tendered to mankind^ 
as the Scripture fpeaks, << without money ind 
without price." Our hearers muft be given toun* 
derftand that remiflion of fins, acceptance with 
God, adoption into his family, regeneration, en- 
tire fanflification, and even eternal life, ate all 
the gifts, the free, undeferved gifts of God, thro* 
Jefus Chrift, and are offered to them without any 

♦ a Tim, iv. ii. 
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regard to thcit merir, yea, notwithftanding their dc* 
merit. They muft be made ienlible <* that not by 
works of rightcoufncfs which they have done, but 
according to his mercy God will fave them, by the 
wafhing of regeneration, and the renewing of the 
Holy Ghoft," and therefore that, unworthy, guilty^ 
and deferving of condemnation and wrath as they 
are, they are welcome^ nay, are invited and urged to 
receive thefe bleflingl^ Now as men are very 
averfe to believe this doctrine, and yet amtdft the 
trials and troubles of this prefent life, have great 
need of the fupportand confolation' it aifords, thefe 
privileges muft be offered them frequently. This 
fhould make one part, perhaps, I might fay, the 
principal part, of almoft every fermon. And in 
private alfo, we ought to be frequently inviting 
them to the poiTeffion of thefe bleflings, and de- 
monftrating from Scripture and Reafon,. the readi- 
nefs of the Lord Jefus te beftow them upon all 
that apply to him for them. AU^ I fay, for thefe 
privileges muft be offered to mankind univerfally^ 
without any exception. The high and low, rich and 
poor, young and old, profeffors and prophane, 
muft be invited to partake of thefe unfearchable 
riches of Chrift, " Let him that is athirft, come," 
muft be our language, and " whofoever will, let 
him come and take of the fountain of the water of 
life freely." For " whofoever cometh, he will 
in no wife caft out." They muft be informed, not- 
withftanding, that thefe privileges will not be 
conferred upon, and, in th^ nature of things, can- 
not be received by the impenitent and unbelieving. 
We muft therefore n^gke this gracious oflffer con» 
dittonaUyf inftfting on repentance and faith, as 
tern>s or conditions, required of all who expert to 
be admitted to a participation of Gofpel bleflings ; 
which repentance and faich, however, we muft 

aflure 
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afliire them are the gifts of God, and will be he^ 
flowed on all who fincerely and earneftly afk aii4 
feck for them 

9. Yet again on this head. To preach the GoC* 
pel is, thirdly, to declare and' enforcjc the precepis 
it enjcHns. This (bould be done ioUIy and faiths 
fully. In reproving fin, and (hewing people their 
du^, we muft not fear the face of any roan, but 
muft regard only the prefence of God, his all-fee- 
ing eye, the terrible Day of Judgment, and the 
obligations of our office. The Lord, we muft re- 
member, hath appointed us to be watchmen over 
his people, we muft therefore <' hear the word at 
his mouth, and give them faithful warning from 
him.'' And we muft do this under a convidtion 
that our own fouls are at ftake ; that if we *^ fpeak 
not unto them* to warn them, to turn from their 
wicked ways,, that they may fave their fouls alive, 
they ftiall die in their iniquity, but their blood 
ihall be required at our hands;'' wherea^, if we 
do warn them faithfully, altho' they fhould not 
turn from their wickednefs, but (hould die in their 
iniquity, we ftiall deliver our fouls. Again : we 
muft fpeak plainly and intelligibly on this important 
fubjciSt, that, if poflible, they may have juft and 
clear ideas of the fpirituality, extent, and obliga- 
tion of the law of Chrift, the Gofpel law, the 
law of love and liberty, and of every part of their 
duty as enjoined thereby. We muft ufe every 
means in our power to give them the neceftary in- 
formation refpeding both lin and righteoufnefs, 
truth and error, that, as the Apoftle fpeaks, they 
may have their fenfes properly exercifed to difcern 
both good and evil. And in enforcing the precepts 
jof Chriftianity we muft be impartial, having no 
refped of perfons. We muft be as ready to re- 
mind the rich and the great of their duty^ aad t(^ 
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reprove them for their faults, as the poof and the 
mean. Only, in order that our advice and re- 
proofs may be well taken, and may anfwer their 
intended end, we muft be fo mindful of the fu- 
periority of their flation in life, as to addrefs them 
with proper rcfped, and carry ourfelves. with a 
becoming modefty and deference, in all our inter- 
courfc with them. I muft obferve alfo, that thefe 
laws of Chrift muft be inculcated earneftiy and 
awfully, I mean hereby, that We (hould urge 
them upon our hearers, under a deep convidiion of 
their very great importance, and that falvation is, 
abfolutely impoflible, as to << thofe that know not 
God," fo alfo to thofe that " obey not the Gofpcl 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift." * Perfuaded of this, 
we muft addrefs them on this topic, a topic on 
which their everlafting all depends, with fuitable 
earneftnefs and awe ; and, if poflible, muft not 
leave them till they are brought to acquiefce in the 
whole will of God, and refolve, thro* his grace, 
to make hafte, and not delay to keep all his com- 
mandments, and endeavour to be holy in all. man- 
ner of converfation and godlinefs. 

II. We come now to confider, as was propofed, 
fccondly. To whom the office of preaching the Gof- 
pel belongs ? or, To whom this chafge of our Lord 
is given ? 

I. Although this command, "Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Gofpel to every creature, '* 
was prifharily addreffed to the ApoftleS;, as appears 
from the preceding verfe, yet that it was not con- 
fined to them, is evident from divers confidera- 
tions. I ft. Our Lord had before this fent out the 
feventy^ t making, at the fame time, this remarkable 
obfervation^ " The harveft is great, and the la- 

2 Thefs. i. 8. f Luke k. i. 
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bourers are few ; " and exhorting them to prajr 
** the Lqsd of the harvcft to fend forth labourer^ 
into his harvcft." Now thefc feventy he certainly 
never afterwards prdiibited from preaching, adly; 
Some of the deacons, chofen merely to a temporal 
office, fuch as Stephen and Philip, preached fre* 
quently, and no doubt, were countenanced by the 
Lord in fo doing.* sdly. Many of the member^ 
tt Che church of Jerufalem fcattered abroad through 
the regions of Judea. and Samaria, by the great 
perfecution raifed againft them after the death of 
Stephen, went every where, we are informed, ^^^rA- 
ing the w$rd. t And that the Apoftles were not the 
perfons meant is certain, for we find them.exprefs- 
ly excepted. Now they are fo far from being ccn- 
fured by the Holy Ghoft for this condud, that 
this is manifeftly recorded of them to their praife. 
Hence we find Barnabas, Silas, Timothy, Titus, 
Apolios, and divers others, who were not Apoftles, 
preaching the Gofpel. And 4thly, that the 
command was not intehded fo be confined to that 
period of time, but was given to all, in every age, 
that are properly called and qualified^ appears from 
the parallel palTage, \ where our Lord promifes 
his prefence to the minifters of his word, to the 
end of the world. 

2. But the great difficulty is, who are thus called 
and qualified? And yet this point, it appears to 
me, may be determined by attending fimply to 
what has already been obferved, with regard to the 
nature of the Gofpel, and what is implied in 
preaching it. But before I enter upon this fub- 
jeft, I muft aifure my hearers, it is not my inten- 
tion, in what I (hall advance, to refledl upon the 
Clergy of the eftabli(hed Church, or thofe of any 

* A As Ti, 8. and tUI. 5. t A<5ls viii. 4, % Msith. Kn^Uu i^w 
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Other denomination of Chriftians, but merely to 
flicw what warrant we have from Scripture and 
ReaJoHy to take upon us the office of. preaching the 
jGofpel, and to lay before this congregation the 
ruUi^ according to which we proceed^ in our choia 
wad' appointment of Preachers. 

J. And firft, we have feen above, that to preach 
the Gofpely is to teach the many great and im» 
portant Truths of it. Now fi nee God is a God of 
Reajoriy and it is certsrinly unreafonable to fuppofe 
that a man can teach what he does not know \ 
thc^refore, in order that a perfon may be qualified 
for this office, we judge it necefTary that he (hould 
be acquainted with the nature, variety, and in^- 
portance of GofpeUTruths. fiut this, we be- 
lieve, no one can be, without fupernatural illumi- 
nation ; the Old and the New Teftament agreeing 
to affure us, that " The things of God knoweth 
no man, but by the Spirit of God."* Hence, it 
appears to us abfolutely necefTary, that a man 
fhould be taught of Goo, taught by the Spirit aa 
well as the Word of Truth, in order to his being 
qualified for the office of a Teacher of Chrif- 
tianity. Further: Inafmuch as God is a Goo 
of Truth, and requires truth in the inward parts; 
requires that thofe who preach in his name fhould 
do it fincerely ; therefore, we confider it as being 
of equal necefTity and importance that a perfon 
fhould firmly believe, or be fully petfuaded of the 
certainty of divine truths, that he may be qualified 
and called to teach them. ** I have believed, and 
therefore have I fpoken," faid one. He muji 
beJievey and therefore /peak* Again : God is a 
SPIRIT, and his Word is fpirit, and life, and 
power, and muft be fpokcn in <* demonftration of 
the Spirit and of power ;" and from the heart, that 
may reach the heart. In order therefore, that a 
jnaa way be qualified to preach the Gofpel, w€ 
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believe he ought to have a deep and lively fenfe of 
the importance of divine truths upon his mind, 
and that his fpirit and behaviour (hould be duly 
influenced thereby. 

4. We have obferved, fccondly, that to preach 
the Gofpel, in^plies, the making a fincere and free 
offer of Gofpel Privileges. But before a perfon 
can be qualified to do this, it is requifite tfiat he 
ihould know what thefe privileges are, and that he 
Ihould believe them to be free for, and attainable 
by his hearers. And as this offer is to be made 
freely, affcdlionately, and urgently, it is neceffary 
it (hould he made from Experiertce* They who 
preach the Gofpel, and offer its privileges to man- 
kind, ihould firft themfelves have received thofe 
privil^es ; at leaft, in part ; and iliould have a 
well grounded and lively hope of obtaining thofe 
that yet remain. Thus our Lord, " We fpeak 
what we do«know^ and tcftify what we have fecn.** 
And thus St, John, and the firft mifiifters of the 
Word, " What we have feen and heard^ declare wb 
unto you, that ye alfo may have fellowfhip with 
us : and truly our fellowfhip is with the Father, 
and with his Son Jefus Chrift." They, therefore, 
who have not received thefe privileges ; for in- 
ftance, who have not obtained remiffion of fins, 
the favour of God, and a new and divine nature, 
are not qualified, and therefore not called to preach 
the Gofpel. In other words, thofe only are qua- 
lified to teach Chrift, who have learned him ; and, 
if we are to believe St. Paul, only thofe have 
learned him, Who have ** put off the old man, 
and put on the new, and are renewed in the fpirit 
of their minds." * Hence it pleafed God, " to 
reveal his Son," in Paul, before he fent him to 
•* preach among the Gentiles," t 

♦ Bph' iv. ZQ, «4. + Qa\. 1. \^, 
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5. We have fcen thirdly, that another particular 
implied in preaching the GiyTpel, is to enforce the 
Precepts of it, and that this muft be done boldly, 
plainly, and impartially. Now, it is certain only 
thofe can do this, who themfelves obey thofe Pre- 
cepts. For they alone will be able to fpeak with 
confidence and courage. It follows from hence, 
that thofe who live in known fin of any kind, in 
difobcdience to any of the commands of Chrift, as 
they are not qualified, fo neither are they ftf//^</ to 
preach the Uofpel. Accordingly, " unto the 
wicked, God faith, What haft thou to do to declare 
my ftatutes, or that thou (houldeft take my Cove- 
nant in thy mouth ? feeing thou hateft inftrudtion, 
and cafteth my words behind thee."* And St. 
Paul, in the directions which he gives to Timothy 
and Titus, refpe£ling the perfons proper to be 
chofen to the paftoral office, requires, firft of all, 
that they fhould be ilameUJs^ viz. at leaft as to 
their outward condudl, ftanding at a diftance from 
all known fin, whether of omiSion or commiflion. 
All thefe qualifications are efifentially necefifary, 
and without them, it is abfurd to fuppofe, that 
any perfon is called of God to preach his GofpeL 

6. But there are other endowments alfo, which, 
although fome of them be of an inferior nature, 
are yet not to be overlooked. For inftance, it is 
to be obferved, that the Preachers of the Gofpel, 
are to addrefs rational creatures, pofifefifed of Minds 
to be informed; Judgments to be convinced, Con*> 
itiences to be pierced. Wills to be perfuaded. 
Fears to be alarmed, Hopes to be excited, Affec-- 
tions to be won ; and hence we may infer, that it 
is neceflfary they (hould be qualified to fpeak in an 
intelligible, convincing, perfuafive, and aflTedting 
manner, and that therefore they ought to pofifefs a 

• Pfalra I. i6, 11, 
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degree, at leaft, of elocution, and even of elo- 
quence. Add to this, that as many perfons will, 
if not ftatedly, yet occafionally hear them, who 
will be fenlible of any impropriety of language, 
weaknefs of argument, or mifintcrpretation of 
Scripture, it is, if not abfolutely ncceffary, yet 
very defirable, that they (hould be perfons of good 
fenfe, well acquainted with the Scriptures, and 
with Divinity, and able to fpeak their own lan- 
guage grammatically, 

7. It is, however, of much more importance 
to obfcrve, that as their fuccefs in their labours, 
•depends entirely on the prefence and bleffing of 
the Lord Jefus, it is above all neceffary that they 
Should infure thefe ; " Without me," fays the 
Xord Jefus to all his followers, and efpccially 
to the Miniftcrs of his Gofpel, fcnt forth to en- 
light<;n and convert the nations, ** ye can do no- 
thmg." " We are not fufBcient of ourfelves," 
iays St. Paul, " to think any thing as of our. 
Selves, but our fufBciency is of God ; who hath 
flnade us able," or rather (neayow) /uitable, ft, ot 
fropety -** ministers of "the new covenant ; not of 
'the Letter, but of the Spirit : for the Letter kill- 
^ih, 'but the Spirit givcth life." This one cir- 
■cumftande, that the Preachers of the Gofpel are 
•to be Miniftcrs of the Spirit, that they are to 
communicate, not merely the literal, but alfo the 
■fpiritual and experimental knowledge of the Gof- 
-pcl, demonftrates that they need, and can do no- 
thing to purpofc, without the Lord's prefence and 
influence. This he hath accordingly promifed to 
all that are called by him, declaring to them, 
<*Lo: I am with you always, even unto the end 
X)f the world." 

8. Thofe called zn^fent by him, I fay ; for it is 
not to be fuppofed that he will be jr</cn( wttfc^ <it 
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that he will give fuccefs to the labours of thofe h« 
hasknot called nor fent. This leads me to obfervcj 
that it is not only neceffary that a Teacher of 
Chrif^ianity (hould have the fore-mentioned qualU 
fkations, but th^t he (hould be properly called to 
the work. Thus the Lord Jefus called the twelve^ 
and ihcfeventyj and afterwards faid, ** Separate m« 
Barnabas and Saul to the work whereunto 1 have 
called them." Hence the Church of England r^ 
quires the Candidate for Holy Orders, to declare 
that he trufts he is moved by the Holy Ghoft to 
** take uponhim that office and miniftry." . Now 
though it may not be eafy to define this call, it will ' 
be readily allowed, that it muft, at leaft, iniplyt 
through the influenc<: of the Holy Ghoft, fir ft, A 
fervent Love to fouls, and a deep concern for their 
Salvation. Secondly, A fervent Love to the Lord 
Jesus, and an earnefl delire to advance his honour 
and intereft in the world. Thirdly, A fingle eye 
to the glory of God, in the falvation of fouls, ex- 
cluding all worldly, carnal and felfifh views, fueh 
as a regard to wealth, honour, pleafure, or eafe« 
Fourthly, A willingnefs to endure any hardfhip or 
fuffering, a man may meet with in the executiofi 
of his office. Fifthly, A perfuafion that he is call- 
ed, by whatever means that perfuafion may be pro- 
duced-; and an attraction of mind' to the work* 
which, however may be mixed, fometimes, with 
great relu£tance, arifing from a fenfe of his un- 
worthinefs of fo high and hely a calling, and ua- 
fitnefs for fo difficult and important an office. 

9. But left a man fhould miftake in this matter, 
and imagine he is called to tlie work of the Mi- 
niftry, when be is not ; added to this internal, it 
feems neceffary that he fhould alfo have an exter- 
nal call. The people of God fhould hear him, 
ihould judge of his qualification? for the work, 
and bear wJtnefs to the fuccefs of his endeavours ia 
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the convcrfion of fome fouls from fin to rJghtcouf- 
nefs, and in the ediiication of others. And his 
brethren in the miniftry (hould alfo hear him, con- 
verfe with him, and make diligent enquiry con* 
cerning his acquaintance with, and experience in 
divine things ; as alfo, concerning his behaviour 
among men, and his reafons for believing it his 
duty to preach the Gofpcl. And, if they judge 
him qualified and called to that blefTed work, they 
fliould, in a folemn manner, with prayer and fail- 
ing, fet him apart for it. Thus, when the Lord 
Jdus faid, by the Holy Ghoft, ** feparate me Bar- 
nabas, and Saul, for the work whereunto I have 
called them," the other Prophets and Teachers, in 
the Church at Antioch, ** faded and prayed, and 
laid their hands on them." And thus St. Paul ap« 
pointed Timothy and Titus to " ordain Elders in 
every City. " The reafon of this is obvious ; the 
knowledge and experience of thofe that are already 
in the miniftry, renders themv bed qualified to 
judge of the call and qualifications of fuch as are 
candidates, while a peculiar blefiing muft attend 
their advice and prayers. To thofe, therefore, who 
are thus' qualified and calLed, is the charge, con- 
tained in my Text, given ; and it is at their peril 
to difobey it; " Though they preach the Gofpel, 
they have nothing to glory of : for neceflity is laid 
upon them." Yea, '* Woe be unto them if they 
preach not the Gofpcl." ** If they do this thing 
willingly, they have their reward, * but if againft 
their will, fiill they muft do it, for " a difpenfa- 
tion of the Gofpcl is committed unto them." But 

III. Where muft they preach it, and to whom? 
This is the next point that comes under our con- 
lideration. 

I. " Go ye," faid the Lord Jefus, << into all 
the world." Although fome of the Preachers of 
the Gofpcl may be peculiarly intxvi^td m\!cv \5c\r; 
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care of this or that people, and it may ^e their 
duty to feed and overfee certain flocks in prefer* 
- cnce to others, yet they arc ijone of them entirely 
confined to any particular Parifhi Diftridl", Coun* 
try, Kingdom, Empire, or quarter of the Globe r 
not to the temperate, torrid, or frigid 2^ne ; but 
vhen the Lord calls, and divine Providence points 
out the way, they are to go wherever any rational, 
creatures can be found that are willing to hear 
and obey the Gofpel Like St. P^ul, they arc^ 
debtors, both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians,^ 
both to the wife and to the.unwqfe. 

a.. But it may be objected, There are not 
Temples, Churches, Chapels, Synagogues, Meet- 
ing-houfes, nor any places, proper for or dedi- 
cated to the worfhip of the true God, every where ; 
and where there are, they may not be admitted to. 
preach in them: what muft they do in this cafe ? 
Muft they wait till means can be ufed to induce 
people to build fuch places 7 I anfwer. By no 
means. People mufl: be inftruded in the great 
truths of the Gofpel, and mufl be more or lefs. 
convinced of and afFedled by them, before they 
will wi(h to have places of worfhip eredled, that 
being affembled in them they may hear thefe truths 
explained to them, and enforced upon them. And 
although it may be fuppofed that in this and othet 
countries where ChriAianity is profefTed, people 
univerfally underfland, and are well difpofed to- 
ward the propagation of it, yet matter of fa(Sl 
proves, that if the religion of Jefus be coniidered^ 
in that fimplicity, purity, and power, in which it 
is reprefented unto us in the New Teftament, it is 
neither praftifed nor underftood by the generality 
of people in this land, nay, nor regarded. Let 
thefe Preachers, therefore go forth, like the firfl 
fervants of Chrift, and proclaim the glad tidings of 
Jk)yMion where-ever they find am open door. Let 

\vifdom 
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^*Vf\{dom ciywithout, and let her voice be heard in 
the flreets." Like our Lord and his Apoflles^ let 
them preach on mountains, in the high-M^ays, or 
by the hedges ; or in private houfes, market- 
houfes, or barns ; yea, wherever they can colledl 
e congregation, tho' but of two or three,, that are 
willing to hear. And let them declare their im- 
portant meflfage, 

3. •*To every creature;" that is, to every ra- 
tional creafin-fi of the fallen race of Adam. All 
have need of this Gofpel, and that in all thbfe 
branches of it which have been mentioned. Man^* 
kind being all naturally ignorant and out of the 
way, and there being' none, according to the tef- 
timony of David and St. Paul, that underftand 
divine things, all need the truths of the Gofpel,. 
and the Spirit of truths of wifdom, and of revela- 
tion, to communicate thp faving knowledge of 
them. Again, all having (inned and come fhort 
of the glory of God, the whole world being guilty 
before Cop, and by nature children of wrath, de- 
praved^ weak and wretched, therefore all need 
pardon, the divine favour, regeneration, and all* 
the other privileges of this Gofpel. And laftly, 
all being naturally lukewarm, indolent, and prone 
to go aftray, they need the precepts of the Gofpel 
to quicken and dire6t them, and the holy Spirit to 
vrite them on their hearts. 

4. And as all have need of this Gofpel, fo none 
are excluded. Firft, None are excluded by any 
decree of God. He, as Creator of all, "is loving 
to every man, and his tender mercies are over all 
his works." He is the Parent of the human lacc, 
and cannot, in the nature of things, debar any of 
his rational offspring, from the knowledge, love 
and enjoyment of himfelf, their Friend and their 
Father. Ho is the Prefer vcr and Bencfadlor of all,. 

.; 
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in whom they live^ move, and have their being ; 

and who hath not left himfelf without witnefil 

among them, but furniflies them with daily proofs 

of his goodnefs, << giving them rain from heaven 

and fruitful feafons, and filling their mouths with 

food and their hearts with gladnefs ;" and furely he 

cannot be unwilling to fave the perfons whom he 

daily preferves, and on whom he fliowers his daily 

and hourly benefits. Nay, he is the Redeemer of 

ally who hath << fo loved the world as to give his 

only begotten Son, that whofoever believeth in 

him /hould not perifh, but have everlafting life ;" 

yea, whofe Soh died for all, when all were dead; 

gave himfelf a ranfom for all, and by divine grace» 

or favour, tafted death for every man. And is it 

pofTible he (hould (hut the door of falvation againft 

any that he hath purchafed with his Son's blood ? 

Hence it is that he is exprefsly termed the << Ai« 

viour of all men, although efpecially of ihofe that be^- 

lievey << not willing that any (hould perifh, but 

that all (hould come to repentance," (hould << be 

f^ved and come to the knowledge of the truth/' 

5. And as none are excluded by any decree of 
God, fo none are (hut out by any natural or moral 
incapacity. None that are not idiots, (in which cafe 
they are not accountable for their adlions, nor the 
proper fubje£ls of rewards and punifhments) are 
fo ignorant as to be incapable of underflanding the 
Truths of the Gofpcl, ifenlightenedby the Spirit of 
God, which is free for all, and promifed to all that 
fincerely and earneftly afk it. None are fo guilty, 
as to be debarred the Privileges of the Gofpel, 
purchafed for all, that will accept them, by the 
death of Chrift, and offered to all by the free 
mercy of God. None arefo weak and depraved, as 
to be unable to obey the Precepts of the Gofpcl, 
if affifled by the grace of God in Chrift Jefos, which 
bringing falvsLtion, hath appeared unto all men, as 
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the Apoftle teilifics *, and may be received by all. 
Hence it is, (and this leads me to the lafl: particu* 
lar}, that 

Fourthly, Faith is juftly required of all, on 
the peril of everlaAing damnation. ** He that 
believeth and is baptized, (ball be faved,* and he 
that believeth not, ihall be damned." 

I. From what has been faid, it will eafily ap« 
pear, both what Faith is, and how juAly it is re- 
quired in order to everlafting falvation. It refpefls 
the Gofpel in all the three grand branches of it 
above mentioned. Firft, As the Gofpel is a reve* 
lation of Truths^ it implies that, in confequence of 
an attentive confideration and thorough knowledge 
of them, we be perfuaded of the certainty and im- 
portance of thefe Truths, and that in fuch a lively 
and operative manner, that our hearts are truly 
afFecSted, and our lives duly influenced by them 
from day to day. Thefe truths, coming to us n6t 
in word qnly, but alfo in power, and in the Holy 
Xjrhofl, and in much aiTurance, are the power of 
God unto our falvatioil. For as fooii, and in pro- 
portion as we thus believe, " we are tranflated 
out of darknefs into marvellous light :" in other 
words, we are faved from ignorance and error, into 
the light of knowledge and truth. Secondly, As 
the Gofpel is an offer of Privileges^ faith in it im- 
plies, that we accept that offer in the way God 
hath appointed, viz. The way of " Repentance 
towards God, and Confidence in our Lord Jefus 
Chrifl," the High Prieft of our profefTion, who 
by his death hath obtained thefe Privileges for 
us, and in his Gofpel, inakes them over to all 
that repent and believe in him. By faith in this 
fenie, " we arejuftified from all things:" we are 
laved front the guilt of fin, into the divine favour^ 

* Titus ii. n, la. 
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sre a<lopted into God's family^ regenerated through 
his grace, and reftored in a degree, at lead, to his 
likenefs. Thirdly, As the Gofpel is a promuU 
gation of Laws, fslith in it implies, that we ac- 
knowledge the authority of the Law-giver, and 
yield ourfelves up to obey his Laws, looking to 
him, and depending on him, as a Saviour, for 
power to enable us fo to do, and truAing in the 
mercy of God, through his merits, for the pardon 
of our daily infirmities and defedts. By faith, in 
this refpedt, we are Caved into univerfal holiners of 
heart and life, and obtain '* a confcience void of 
oiFence towards God» and towards man,*' with 
great boldnefs in the profeffion oftheGofpeL 
- 2» It appears by this, that our Lord's promife is, 
and mud be always ftri£tly fulfilled, ^* He that 
believeth (hall be faved." By believing in, and 
receiving Chrift, and his Gofpel, with regard to 
the Truths it reveals, the Privileges it oiFers, and 
the Laws it enjoins., we are faved even here, from 
ignorance and error, (in and mifery ; we are en- 
lightened, juftified, fanflified, and comforted. And 
perfevering to believe, we continue to be faved, and 
that in proportion to the degree of our faith. The 
greater number of divine truths we receive by faith, 
and the more fully and clearly we are perfuaded of 
^hem and imprdfed by them, the more muft our 
minds be enlightened with true and faving know- 
ledge. The more conftantly we apply to, and the 
more firmly we truft in Chrift for the Privileges of 
the Gofpel, the more muft we' be encouraged and 
comforted, purified and ftrengthened. And the 
more we fubmit, by faith, to the authority, and 
4:omply with the injunAions of the Laws of the 
Xxofpel, looking to the Law-giver, who is alfo the 
^Saviour, for grace and flrength, the more ihall we 
be faved from the appearance of evil ; and the 
jnort holy ihall we become *Mn all manner of 

cotiNt\(^tvon 
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cMTverfation and godlincfs." Thus, the Juff con^' 
tinues to live by faithi and to live more abundant- 
ly. The full ajfurance of faith ^ always attended 
with the full ajfurance of hope, never fails to be pro- 
dudlive of perfi^f love^ even the love that cajieth out 
fear : and that love is followed by an equal degree 
of every inward grace and outward virtue. And 
the believer << enduring to the end," and being 
*' faithful unto death," receives the crown of life, 
and is faved eternally. 

3. Now, when the Gofpel is preached to thofe, 
who have not already been adnnitted members of 
the vifible Chureh, and when fuch are brought cor- 
dially to receive it, it i$ neceflkry, whatever dan- 
ger of perfecution may be incurred thereby, that 
they (hould publicly profefs their Repentance and 
Faith, by lubmitting to the ordinance of Baptifm. 
Therefore, our Lord fays, ** He that belicveth and 
IS baptized (hall be faved." And St. Paul de- 
clares, in words of nearly a (imilar import, << If 
fhou flialt confefs with thy mouth the Lord Jefus, 
and believe in thy heart, that God hath raifed him 
from the dead, thou (halt be faved." This was 
undoubtedly the practice of the primitive Church, 
with regard to thofe adult Heathens or Jews, who 
were converted to ChriAianity. They were not 
admitted to baptifm till they profeiTed repentance 
for fin, and faith in the GofpeU Then, and not 
before, they were fprinkledy or wajhed with water, 
as a token that they were << fprlnkled from an evil 
confcience, and wa(hed in the laver of regenera- 
tion." But we cannot trtfer from this, that the 
children of Chriftian Parents^ were debarred from 
baptifm, till they were capable of believing per- 
fonally : on the contrary, we have reafon to fuppofe, 
from the very ndtute of the New Covenant, as well 
as from manv pa(fages of Scriptore, and the au-. 
tbeoitic records of the primitive ChutcV\^ iVv?x\\vt>] 

B 2 V5tl^ 
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i/rere generally baptized in their infancy or chtld'* 
hood. But as this is not a proper time to dilcufa 
fuch a dodtrine, referring any, that may wifh for 
information upon this head, to the Books and 
Tracts written profeffedly on the fubjedt, I go on to 
obferve, that if our Lord fliould be confidercd by 
any as intimating, here^ the neceflity of :being bap- 
tized in order to Salvation, in cafe there be an op- 
portunity for it; yet he cannot be underAood, as 
making it necefTary for any converts to receive bap- 
tifm from the very /ante perfons that were inftrumen- 
tal in bringing them to repentance. If they be but 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jefus, it feems a 
matter of little moment, by whom the ceremony is 
performed. Stl Paul, it is certain, was an indru- 
ment in the hands of God, of bringing hundreds to 
repentance in the city of Corinth, but according to 
the account he gives us, he only baptized two 
perfons there, and the houfehold of a third. From 
this, it appears, both that he confidered it as a 
matter of much greater importance to preach the 
Gofpel, than to baptize; and alfo, that he judged 
many perfons to be fufficiently qualified to per- 
form the latter office, who were not called to be 
extenfively ufeful in the execution of the former* 
And no wonder, for, by preaching the Gofpel, the 
feed of Faith is fown, which as, in adults, it muft; 
precede baptifm, fo it is of much greater necefiity 
and importance. 

'4. This is implied. in the next claufe, <<Hc 
that believeth not; (hall. be damned." Our Lord 
does not fay, He t^at telieveth not^ and is not ia/f" 
tizedy but (implyi " He that believeth notj fliall be. 
damned.'' if a perfon believe the Gofpel, with' 
fuch a faith as is above defci;rbed, he (hall be faved,^ 
even if, through want 4f opportunity, or his own 
involuntary pK>ejudices,: he (^ould be prevented 
from neceiving tlft wja(hing off baptifmal water. 

But 
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fiut although he may have had this,' whether in his 
infancy or in his adult age, yet if he do not believe 
Yfkh a right faith, ** he ftiall be damned," or con-^ 
dtmnedy as the original word is. Indeed, at 
St. J()hn tcflifics*, he is " condemned already.** 
Not receiving the Gofpcl, ^Xq the Truths, Privi- 
leges, and Precepts of it, with a ** faith working 
by love," he remains in that ftateof ignorance and 
(in, of depravity and ^'eaknefs, in which all are by- 
nature ; having contra6ted an increaied g'nlt, and 
being, of courfe, expofed to greater punifhment, for 
rejedt ing the grace of God t ,*Fercd in the Gofpcl. 
«« For this," adds the fameApoftleinthe next vcrfe, 
<f is the condemnation, ^ that. light is come into the 
world, and men love darknefs . rather than light, 
bccaufe their deeds- are^ cvH." . And, living and 
dying in this fiate» he c^i^oot efcape condemnation 
at the Day oT Judgment. For, on the onehand^ 
being in a ftate of fpiritual dacknefs and death, he 
has neither title to, nor mcetnef3 for the viiion and 
enjoyment of God in glory ; and, on the other 
hand, having rejedled the means of illumination^ 
juftification, and renovation, afforded him in the 
Gofpel, he has merited, and from a holy and juft 
God, muft meet with; condemnation and mifery^ 
proportioned X!f> his^ guilt. For, << if the word 
fpoken by Angels," via. the Law delivered on Si?, 
nai by the miniftry of Angels, *< was ftedfaft, and 
every tranfgreffion and a^ of difobedience, received 
a juft recompence of reward^ how (hall we efcape if 
we neglcdi fo great faWation ; whith at the fir ft 
began to be fpoken by the Lord, and was confirm* 
ed unto us by thofe that heard him ; God alfo beard- 
ing witnefs, both with Ggns and wonders, and <li«- 
vers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghoft, accord^ 
ing to his own will ? " 

> ♦ John, ill. lE. 
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** Examine yourfelvcs," therefore, my brethren^ 
'* whether ye be in the faith, prove your own 
felvcs, know ye not your own felves, how that Je- 
fus Chrift is in you," in all his offices and charac- 
ters, as your light and life, your wifdom, righte- 
oufnefs, fandtification and redemption, " except ye 
be reprobates ?" See that you do not deceive your- 
felves in a matter of fuch moment, a matter ort 
which your everlafting falvation depends ; and take 
care you do not reft, till that Gofpel, which has 
<* come to you in word, come alfo in power, and 
in much affurance," and you find your mind en* 
lightened by its truths, your heart enriched and 
comforted with its privileges, and your life regu- 
lated by, and conformed to its precepts. Thus 
will you find it the Power of God to your falvation' 
from fin here, and frovA all its confequences here- 
iiftcr. , ' . • 

And as to us, my brethltn, who are employed 
in the difp^nfation of this Gofpel of the Grace of 
God, let us examine ourfelves narrowly, as to our 
CalJ iOy and Salifications iox the important office in 
which we are engaged ; and when we are fatisfied, 
in fome meafure^ as to thefe. let us make it our care ^ 
to execute our truft faithfully. " Let us ftudy to 
(hew ourfelves approved unto God, workmen that 
need not to be afhamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth." Let us make ourfelves thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the Gefpd of Ghrift, with refpeft to 
all the dodrines, promifes, and commands of it ; 
aod let us take care, that we inculcate every part 
of it, keeping back from our people nothing that 
would be profitable to them. Like the great 
Apoftle of the Gentiles, while we inftruA them 
publicly, and from houfe to houfe , let us efpcci- 
ally teftify " repentance towards God, and faith in 
our Lord Jefus Chrift," with the genuine fruit 
thereof, univerfal holinefs of Vveail ^tvd \\fc. Of 
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fhefe things, let os take care to be ourfelves living 
Wttnejjes: that fpeaking from experience, we may 
fpeak with demonftration of the Spirit and of power. 
Let us recommend our doArine by ouf pradlice,' 
and while we ferve- the Lord with aU humility of 
mlndf and fimplicity of heart, let us be examples to 
believers, in converfationy in behaviour f in Icve^ in 
faith y \n purity ; and let us " take heed to ourfelvesy* 
as well as to the fundry flocks *• over which the 
Holy Ghoft hath made us overfeers, to feed the 
Church of God, which he bath purchafed with bis- 
own blood/' In order hereto, let us <' give dili- 
gent attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doc- 
trine ; and follow after godlinefs, righteournefs, 
faith, hope, love, patience, meeknefs." Let us 
^* watch m all things, endure afflictions, do the 
work of Evangelifls, and make full proof of our 
mJniftry/* Let us *< meditate on thefe things, and 
give ourfelves wholly to them» that our profiting 
may appear unto all/* In fine, *^ Let us take 
heed to ourfelves, and to our doctrine," and con- 
tinue fo to do, for in this way, " we (hall both favc 
ourfelves, and thofe that hear us/' 
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2 Corinthians, iii. 3, 4. 

<< But if our Gofpel be hid, it is hid to theih . 

" that are loft." , 

!• A Moment's refleftion upon the preceding 
jTa. verfes, with which this paiTage of Scrip- 
ture is clofcly conneded, will caft much light 
upon it, and affift us to underftand its purport. The 
Apoftle, in the foregoing chapter, having drawn 
a comparifon between the Gofpel and the Law, the 
Ghriftian and Mofaic occonomy, and (hewn the 
fuperiority of the former to the latter, proceeds, iti 
the beginning of this chapter, to fpeak of .thfe coa- 
du<St of himfelf and his fellow apoftles, whoSverc 
cnttufted with the difpenfation of this Gofpel. 

2. Seeing therty (fays.he), we have received this mt-^ 
nijiryy a miniftry fo fuperior to that wherewitli 
Mofes was entruftcd, more excellent in it^ nature 
and- more beneficial in its cflfeds, tt2it\s^otTt\\T\^ -^ 
who receive ' it intO' the itnage of God^\ d,\vSt >>a?^ 
ffi/aw0dmfrcy to be accounted failYiiuV, ^^ Oo\> V* 
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in. mercy accepted us as his fervants in.ihe Gofpel, 
and fupported us in our work ; we faint noty are not 
difcouraged, do not deiift from the glorious enter- 
prize : But have renounced the hidden things o; dif^ 
honefty^ whatever a pcrfon has need to hide or be 
afham'cd of; not walking in cfnftinefsj t\ot making* 
ufe of guile, fraud or low cunning, nor handling the 
word of God deceitfully y not corrupting it with im- 
pure mixtures of our own, fas vintners fometimes 
mix their wines with bafcr liquors,) not adding to 
it, diminiflung from it, nor ftriving to accom- 
modate it to the tafte of our hearers : but hy mani^ 
feftation of the truths by fpeaking the whole truth 
clearly and plainly, commending ourfelves to every 
miof^ionfciencey appealing to the confciences of fin- 
nrfrs for the truth of what we fay, or rather addrelT* 
ing ourfelves to their confciences, aiming princi- 
pally to convince and awaken thefe ; and all thiff 
in the fight of God^ knowing he is a witnefs to our 
behaviour in his work, and will (hortly call us ta 
give an account, and therefore deliring to approve 
ourfelves to him. 

. 3. But ify notwithftanding the excellency of the 
doctrine we teach, -and the plain, clear, and power- 
ful manner in which we deliver ourfelves, our gofpel 
fllfo (foT^fo it (hould be tranflatcd), as well as the 
law, be hidy (x.exaXv/ix/xffoi',' veiled or concealed, as the 
face of iX'ofesby the veil, to which he alludes) 
'* it is hid to them that are loft, in whom the God 
of this world hath blinded the minds of them that 
believe not, left the light of the glorious gofpel of 
Chrift Oiould (hine unto them^." The Jews in 
general were ignorant of the law, and their igno- 
rance was attended with the moft fatal confe- 
'quences ; yet ftill they might have been faved by 
becoming acquainted with the gofpel ; but if they 
Myre ftfangers to the gofpel alfo, there was no reme- 
^y; (ox them, hut tbcy were \o& yiViVvoui Uo^c of 
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recovery. The fame is aiErmed concerning all 
jpankind in general, as well as the Jews in particu- 
lar. If any child of man, to whom the gofpel is 
plainly and powerfully preached, (for what have we 
to do to judge tbofe. to whom it is not preached ?) 
ftill remain ignorant of its nature, difobedient to its 
commands and unexperienced in its privileges and 
bleffings, the Apoftle pronounces in the molt ex- 
prefs terms that he is lofi^ loft now, and in the way 
to be loft for ever. 

4. Surely then it highly concerns ut to whom 
this gofpel is preached, thoroughly to underftand it 
and experieilce its efficacy, and to be well aiTured 
that we do fo : Surely if we are wife we (hall not 
reft in an uncertainty here, (hall not fatisfyj^r- 
felvcs with any thing (hort of a clear afliirance mat 
we are favingly acquainted with the gofpel of our- 
Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift. — Now with a< 
view to aflift . you in this important matter, I beg 
your candid and ferious • attention. while I; enquire- 
into 

I. The Nature and Deiign of the Gofpel.. 
IT. The Confequences of being Ignorant of it. 

And firft, I am to enquire into the Nature and 
DeiigA of the Gofpel of CHrift. 

I:. It is well known that the Greek word which 
we tranflate gofpel, means ^^' good news ^^^ or ^* glad 
tidings,'* Such the gofpel undoubtedly is to every 
child of man ; glad tidings of great joy unto all people i 
Such all account it to be who are rightly informed 
concerning it, who know its worth and their want 
of it. For it is tidings of eyes to the blind, feet 
fo the lame, health to the lick ; tidings of light to 
them that (it in darknefs, of ftrength to fuch as are 
weak and helplefs, of liberty to ihofc V'o>3Lwd \tv 
miferjr and iron, and of pardon ^vA Y\?^ \o \t.\ViTv^ 

JB 6 cotA^tKcv^^ 
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condemned to die. In other words/ it is tidings 
of forgivenef^ of 6ns, of hoUnefs, and of hea^vn,. 
to fuch as are notorioufly guilty, utttrly de^taved^' 
and altogether holl-deferving ; tidings pf the high-^: 
cfl; honour and moft confumniate happinefs toi 
perfons funk into the greateft depth of infamy aild 
XTretchednefs. In the gofpel we learn that God 
<< hath viiited and redeemed his people, and hath 
raifed up an born of falvation for lis in the heufe 
of David his fervant ; — falvation from our enemies; 
and from the hand .of all thai hate us ^^^^hlt we 
might Aprve hi||i without fear in: iiighteouftiefa and 
holinefs before him aA the days of our life *;^* In 
fhort, by the gofpel glory is broug}it U Gtd m th§ 
higheji^ peace is proclarimed upon earthy- znd the good'- 
will of heaven is manifefted to men ; for it difcovcrs* 
to us a Saviour f tvho is Chriji the Lord^ divirieW ap* 
pointed and fufficiently qualified to refcue fallen 
snan from iin and mifery, and reinftate him in the 
favour and image of God. . , 

2. But I muft be a little more particular. The 
whole gofpel proceeds on this fuppofition that man- 
kind are in a fallen Aate, that they have loft the 
favour and image of Cqd, and. are, by fiature igno- 
rant, liriful,' guilty ahdhelplefs: " that there is 
hone that under ftandeth*. that all haMfe finned, and 
come fhort of the glory of God, that , the whol^ 
world are guilty before God, and that we a^e all 
without ftrcngth t.** On this foundation the gof- 
pel is built : Take away this and it has nothing to 
fupport it. Deny the fall of man, his original de- 
pravity, the one fource of all his a^ual trapfgre;C 
laons, and you d^ny the whole gofpel of thrift, all 
that defer ves the. name of gofpel or ^lad tidings. 
For fure to deny that we are lick, is to deny we 
havie any need of a phyfician \ aini if we are not 

* Luke L ^S— ;^. + Rom« ui. ii— »^ vA v. 6. 
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guilty and condemned, he dees but infult us who 
ofiers us a pardon. Let then the fscret infidels of 
our day fpeak out ; let them tell us in plain terms 
tha^t they difbelieve the gofpel of Chrift ; let them 
openly avow their fentiments andrejed Chriftianity 
altogether. This would be ading a far more 
honourable part (and they too are rtien of honour !) 
than under colour of friendftiip and with profef- 
fions of regard, ilyly to ftab it in the dark, and 
cowardly to endeavour that in fecret which they 
dare not attempt openly^ .^ 

3* taking it for. granted then, that mankind are 
loft, the gofpel propofes their reftoration. It is 
exafUy fuited to our cafe: it is juft fuch a difpen-** 
fation as we want : it is a remedy every way ade- 
quate to our difeafe. ^ It offers us allthat we loft in 
Adam, and much mor« than ■ we ever had. It 
fhews us. how we may efcape (in, and death, and 
hell, and how we n^ay re<;over holioefs and heaven^ 
the, favour and image of God here, and the enjoy^ 
ment of bis gjory for (sver hereafter. 

4* But all this will appear more manifeft if we 
confider, a little, the (hort but full account <he 
apoftle has given us of . the gofpel in the preceding 
chapter, where he- compare^: it with the law. 
Ver. 9: he calls the Law,' thi minijiratlm of c^ndem-* 
nation, and the gofpel the minijiration cf rlghteoujnefs^ 
By xh^law there, he principally means the moral 
law, which alone was written and engraven onfloneSf 
Ver. 7. and this he calls the minii^ration of con- 
demnation, becaufe it condemns mankind for th^ir 
violation of it. Had we obferved and kept it in-all 
points, at all times, and in. all refpqdis, perfedly, 
^niverfally and cqnftantly, inftead of csndemningj 
it would have acquitted and rewarded us : For the 
kw/iHthf fie that doe tf) th'eje things JhallUve by them^^. 

• Rom. X. 5. 
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fiut becaufe we have all violated it in one or more 
points, (and he that offends y tho* only in one pointy is 
guilty of ail'* t) therefore it condemns lis all. And 
hence the apbftte declares, As many as are of the' 
ivoris of the law^ (or feek to be juftified by them), 
are under the curfe^ for it is written^ Ciirfed is every 
one, that continueth not in ail things which are written 
in the book of the law to do them. 

5. Such is the condition of all men by nature. 
All having finned and come Jhort of the glory of God, 
all arc guilty before God^ children of wraths and 
lender fentence of condemnation to the fecond 
death, the lake that bumeth with fire and brim/lone. 
And the law, conliderhl in itfelf, in its precepts and 
penalties, knows no mercy, but denounces judgment 
without mercy. It provides no way of efcape. 
But the gofpel does: it is a miniflration of righteouf" 
nefs: it (hews its how wc may be pardoned and accep- 
ted confiftently with the juftice and truth of God ; 
how we maybe delivered from the curfe of the law, 
and yet the authority of it be preferved inviolate. 
Therein the ** day fpring from on high hath vifit- 
ed us, to give light to us wha fart in darknefs and in 
the fhadow of death, and to guide our feet'into the 
way of pcacet. For therein the righteoufnefs of God 
is revealed from faith to faith :( , GuD*s method of 
juftifying (inners by faith in the righteoufnefs of 
Chrift. Therein we learn that *• God made 
Chrift fin (or a fin-offering) for us, though he knew 
no (in, that we might be made the righteoufnefs of 
God in himt:" that God "hath fetVim forth 
to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to 
declare his righteoufnefs (both jufticc and mercy) 
for the remiflion of fins that are paft$ : that 
^ Chrift hath redeemed us from the curfe of the 
law, being made a curfe for us )|." Hence it is 

* Jaw, a, JC, + Luke i. 78. J Rom. i. 17. t 2 Cor. v. ai; 
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that, Aotwtthftanding our guilt and impotence, we 
may be *< juftified freely by h,is grace through ther 
redemption that there is Jefus ;'* yea God can ♦« be 
juft and yet the juAifier of him that believeth in 
*^ Jefus," he can pardon and accept the (inner, with- 
out any impeachment of his divine perfeflions, or 
any derogation from the authority of his holy law. 
6. On this ground it is, that the gofpel offers 
us a free, full, and univerfal pardon for dl om* paff 
offences. It afTures us that *< God was in Chrift^i 
reconciling the world to himfelf, not imputing 
their trefpafTes to them, and that he bath commit- 
ted to his apoftles the word of reconciliation *,*^ 
They therefore, according to the commiflion Chrift 
had given them, befeechirig iinners to be reconciled 
to God, not only preached repentance, but alfo re- 
miifion of fins in his name among all nations : In 
his name they offered, and that to all without ex- 
ception, 

* » Pardon for infinite offence ! and pardon 

<< By means that fpeak its value infinite! 

^* A pardon bought with blood! with blood divinef 

*• With blood divine of him we made our foe ! 

'* Perfifted to provoke! tho' woo'd and aw'd, 

<• Bleft and chaftis'd, yet flagrant rebels ftiU!" 

And in order to the enjoyment of this pardon*, 
they required nothing of mankind but repentance 
towards God, and faith,living faith in the Lord Je- 
fus Chrift, both which they reprefented as the gift» 
of God. For, with the prophets they bore witnefs 
that if we " draw nigh to God, he will draw nigh 
to ttst," and that " whofoever believeth in Chrift 
doth receive the forgivenefs of fins ; yea that by 
him all who believe are juftified from all things :{:.'* 
Thus we fee it is clearly revealed and exprefsly de- 
clared in the gofpel, that becaufe of what Chrid 

*^CQr. V. tg. f Jair. iy, S. ^ A.^^^vvv, ^^. 
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hath done and fufFered, the moment wv truly be* 
lieve on him, (viz. with a penitent and loving 
heart), *^ God is merciful to oui^ unrighteoufnefv 
and our fins and iniquities he remembers no more/'. 
He treats us as though we had never offended, ac« 
cepts us through the Beloved into the number of 
his children, and we receive the promife of the 
Spirit through faith *, even the Spirit of Adoption 
whereby we cry, Abba f ather. 

7. This leads me to fpeak of another principal 
bleffing of the gofpel, concerning which alfo-we 
are informed in the former chapter, where ver. 7, 
the apoftle calls the law the miniftration of deaths 
and (ver. 8,) the gofpel the miniftration of the Spirit. 
He calls the law the miniftration of death, not^only 
becaufe it condemned wilful tranfgreflbrs to tern- 
poral death, and condemns us all to the fecond 
death ; but alfo becaufe in confequence of our vio->> 
lation of it we are deprived of union with God, in 
which our fpiritual life as much coniiAs, as our 
natural life in the union of foul and body. Our 
lins have feparatcd between us and our God ; we 
are alienated from the life of God, and of confe- 
quence are fpiritually dead, dead in trefpaffes and 
fins. . .' • 

8. To illuftratethis a little. No fooner has the 
foul left the body than natural life is at an end. 
The body has no longer any fcnfibility of pleafure 
or pain. It has no longer any fciifation : it has 
eyes, but fees not, ears, but hears not. It has no 
longer any power ; it cannot move, or aft, or. make 
refiftancc, but may be dragged hither and thither at 
will. It is helplefs, tcndb to pu^refaflion, and is 
only fit to be removed out of the fight of the living, 
to whom it is now become loathfome and abomina-i 
ble. — In like manner, no fooner has God left th(;' 

* Gal, iii. 14, 
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foul than fpiritual life is at an end. The foul has 
no longer any fenfibility of fin, its evil nature and 
dreadfql tendenc}r; any confcious grief when over^ 
taken by it, or Joy when preferved from it. It has 
no longer (iff may fo fpeak) any fpiritual fenfa- 
tion : it fees not by faith him that is invijible^ hears 
not the voice of Chrift, nor feels the powers of the 
world to come* In other words, it has no faving 
knowledge in divine things ; God and the things of 
God are concealed from it. It has no longer any 
power; it cannot move one ftep heaven-ward, per- 
form any thing properly good, nor refift and con- 
quer temptation \ but the devi], the world and the 
ilelh drag it hither. and. thither, at pleafure and un- 
controulcd. It is hclplefs, corrupted by fin, filthy 
and polluted, and only fit to be removed out of the 
fight ^as it were) of an holy Goo, to whom it is 
now beconje .aboipinable, and buried in the lake 
that burnctfa with fire and brimftone. 

9* In this condition the moral law leaves man-* 
kind. ConBdered in itfelf, as a covenant of works. 
It points us to no remedy, but rather pronounces us 
incurable and our cafe defperate. Not fo the gof* 
pel : it is a minijiration of the Spirit. It informs us 
of and oflFers to us the Holy Spirit of God, whofc 
office it. is to>refiore our fouls ' to fpiritual life, and 
heal all the difeafes which by fin we have contradl- 
cdv Therein we are told that when Chrift ** af- 
cended up on high and led captivity captive, he re- 
ceived gifts for men, even for the rebellious, that 
the Lord God might dwell among them *." that in 
him *< all fulnefs dwells, and that out of his fulnefs 
we may .receive grace for grace t." Therein we 
are informed of the <* faving grace of God appear- 
ingtoall men,'* and of " the true light enlightening 
every man that cometh into the world;}:." And 

♦ Ffal. Ixviii. 18. Eph. iv. 8. 

f JdhnL t6, f Tit. ii. 11, ^oY»\, ^, 
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we arc affurcd if wc do not quench this light and 
rcje<^ this grace, it (hall be imparted more and 
more to guide, renew and comfort us. For in the 
gofpel Chrift offers << to baptixe us with the Holy 
Ghod and with fire," to " live in us, that we may 
live alfo, to << quicken us and raife us up and make 
us fit together with himfcjf in heavenly places/* 
He promifes, if wc will " come to him and drink, 
out of our belly," (figuratively fpeaking) " (hall 
flo.w rivers of living water *," fuch abundance of 
fpiritual life (hall we poflfefs that it (hall overflow 
(as it were) for the quickening and refre(hment of 
others ; yea he afifures us (if we a(k) he << will give 
us living water, and that water (hall be in us a 
well, of water fpringing up to life eternal ||«" Now 
f* all this he fpcaks of the Spirit which they who be« 
lieve on him do receive," that Spirit which is oflRsrcd 
p\ the gofpel, and which accompanying' its truths 
when deliveredy renders them the power of God un* 
to falvation to every one that Mieveth* 

lo. By this Spirit we are again united to God and 
put in pofifeflTion of fpiritual life: Our eyes are 
opened and we fee the dreadful fituation we arc in 
by nature and pra£l:ice : We difcover the ruin that 
hangs over our guilty heads and threatens to bury 
us in eternal de(Vru£tion. Our deaf ears are un« 
flopped, and we hear the voice of him <> ttat raifeth 
the deadf and calleth things that are not as though they 
werCf* callerh us to come forth out of the grave of 
fin that we may live a new life, a life hid with 
Chriji in God. I mean, our undcrflanding is en* 
lightened with the light of life, aiui we are made 
acquainted with things fpiritual and divine, which, 
while defiitute of the Spirit, we could not difcerm 
Our confcience alfo )s roufed from its lethargy^ and 
we are convinced vf fin and of righteoufnefs* We 

• John vii. 37, 38. \ John tv. 10, 14. 
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are now no longer inrenfible of grief and pairi on 
account of the fins \^e have committed, and the 
punifliment we have deferved ; or of joy and de- 
light, on account of what Chrift hath done and 
fufFered for us, and the profpedt of eternal glory he 
hath opened to our view. But we feel the mod 
tender and lively afFe£lions, excited by the things of 
GoD,which before we eould contemplate with total 
unconcern^ 

11. The Holy Spirit has dripped fin of its dif- 
guifey and beholding the monfler in all its defor- 
mity and mifchief, we fear and tremble at the 
thoughts of our fornier danger from it, and are dif- 
trefifed for our fooliih and wicked intimacy with fo 
deftrudlive an enemy. Holinefs is now unmafked, 

* and blooming in all its beauty, kindles iii our 
hearts thie moft fervent love to, and inflames our 
fouls with the warmed defires after, an object fo in- 
comparably excellent and worthy of our higheft re- 
gards We lament and are amazed at our former 
indifference, and refolve to make amends (fo to 
fpeak) for what is pad, by the mod careful atten- 
tion to, and diligent endeavours after it, for the time 
to come. In the mean time, confidering the great 
and precious promifes^ which are all given to us, that 
we may be made partakers of the divine nature^ we 
rejoice in hope of pofifefling, to our entire and end- 
Icfs fatisfadlion, this holinefs fo amiable in our 
eyes. 

12. In hope of pofifefiing it, did I fay ? Nay we 
rejoice in the acSlual poflTefiion of it in a great de- 
gree. For; being " in Chrid, we are new creatures, 
old things are done away and all things in us are 
become new." Sin hath not dominion over us, 
Idiich in time pad it had, becaufe we are not under 
the law (the covenant of works which killeth^ nor the 
Mofaic difpenfation which was impcrfedl,) but under 
grace, a 6\fjKD{sLUon of pardoning TUt\^^ v<\C\Ocw 
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gheth lifej and of divine influences which fa^e 
from fin. Xhis covenant of grace, which is the 
<* law of the Spirit of Life from Chrift Jefus, hath 
made us free from the Ltwof fin and death:" and 
being hereby " made free from fin, we become 
fervants to God, bear fruit unto holinefs, and the 
end is everlafting life*." For through a faith of 
the operation of God, (the grand means of fandifi-* 
cation as well as juftification,) being perfuaded of. 
God's true and faithful promifes, and relying upon 
him for the accompUfiiment of them, we derive 
the Spirit of life, of light and power into our fouls, 
and aflifted by his all-fufficicnt grace, " we cleanfe* 
ourfclves from all filthirtcfs of flefti and fpirit, and 
pcrfcdl holincfs in the fear of God." — Believing, 
we love ; and loving, we obey : our obedience is 
fincere, univerfal, conftant and perfevering; we 
pay a due refpedl to all his commandments, and' 
become at laft << holy, as he that hath called ut is^ 
holy, in all manner of converiadon and god* 
Unefs." 

13. Hence that fame Spirit which is our light 
in darknefs, our ftrength in weaknefs, our life in 
death, our entire fandification ; is alfo our fuc- 
couF in temptation, our comfort in trouble, our 
true and only happinefs. — We can now rejoice in 
the divine favour, as well as in the *^ teftimony of 
our confcience, that in fimplicity and godly fincc- 
rity we have our converfation in the world t." 
Our guilty fears, defponding doubts, and over* 
whelming griefs, give place and difappear, while 
the Comforter ihines forth, in all his radiant 
glory, and revives and cheers our drooping hearts. 
Through his agency the fogs and miAs of ignorance 
and error, fin and mifery, fufpend their baleful in-> 
fluence, nay fpeedily vanifli, and light and truth, 

• 

* Kom* viii* 2, and vi. 18. + a Cor. i. 12. 
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tiolincfs and heaven, difFufe their joyous luflrc 
throughout our fouls. He pacifies the confcience, 
calms the pa0ionsy and introduces into our minds, 
a peace ¥?hich paifeth all under(landing. He in- 
flames us with love, infpires with hope, and fills 
us with joy, even a joy unfpeakable and full of 
glory, By his operation we arc affured of the fa- 
vour of God, adopted into his family, and prepared 
for the glory and felicity above. And though *' eye 
hath not feen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered 
into the heart of man to conceive, what God hath 
prepared for them that love him," yet becaufe 
God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit *, 
therefore we do and muft rejoice in profpedl of 
them. " We abound in hope by the power of the 
' JHoly Ghoft," and therefore in joy ; ** we rejoice 
greatly," (even*, though ** for a fcafon, if need be, 
-we are in heavinefs thrbugh manifold temptations/') 
in expedation of foon poiTeiTing an <* inheritance 
■which is incorruptible, and undefiled, and which 
•Hdcth not away, rcferved in heaven for us J," 
and an earneft of Which we have by the Spirit ia 
Aur hearts. 

14. Such arc fome of the happy effedls pro- 
duced by that Spirit which the gofpel offers, and 
which is the chief glory of it, its diftinguifbing 
privilege. In this refpeft chiefly, we difcern the 
fuperiority of the Chrtjiian to the Mofaic Difpen- 
fation. Not but that the Holy Spirit was in lome 
degree given under the Law : undoubtedly it was : 
whatever holinefs or happinefs the pious Ifraelites 
pofTefTed they owed to its influences, and very 
eminent for holinefs and happinefs, it is manifeft, 
many of them were. But it was not given fo large" 
ly nor fo univerfally as fince Chriit's glorification, 
iifter he bad finiihed the work which was given 

♦ a Cor. ii« 9. xo. f i Pet. u 4—6, 
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him to do. This conclufion we cannot but draw 
from a variety of paflTages in holy writ, which it is 
unneceflfary to quote on this occafion. One I (hall- 
mentioni which is fo plain and exprefs, and full to 
the purpofcy that it may well ferve inftead of a 
thoufandy and help us to underftand others which 
in different places occur upon this fubje£t, but arc 
lefft clear and determinate. John vii. 37 and 389 
the apoAle tells us << Jefus ftood and cried, faying, 
If any man third, let him come unto me and drink; 
he that be.lieveth on me, as the fcripture hath faid, 
(hath teftified in many places,) out ot his belly (hail 
flow rivers of living water. Now this (St. John 
fays,), he fpake of the Spirit, which they who be- 
lieved on him, efX6W^o» p^aaCan/i-, wcrc afterwards to 
receive, for the Holy Ghoft was not yet given, 
becaufe Jefus was not yet glorified." From hence 
it is manifeft, beyond all contradidion, that 
there is a fenfe in which the Spirit was not gtvea 
before Chrift's glorification, as it was to be given 
afterwards, and that this fenfe refpeda not only or 
chiefly his extraordinary and miraculous opera- 
tions, but alfo and efpecially his ordinary rnfluences^ 
becaufe it is promifed to all believers without limi« 
tation, in all nations and ages. 

15. One more property of the gofpel, I (hall 
take occafion, from the preceding chapter, to men* 
tion. The apoftle there, ver. 11, aflirms of the 
law that it was to be aboUJhed^ and of the go/pel that 
it remaineth. The Mofaic difpenfation was of a 
temporary nature and only intended to continue for 
a time: it was to make way for and give place to 
better, when in •* the fulnefs of time God fhould 
fend forth his Son, born of a woman, made under 
jthe law, to redeem thofe tliat were under the law, 
<hat we might receive the adoption of fons." But 
the gofpel is an infiitution that (hall abide for ever. 
As it is the beji difpenfation God ever made with 
/ man. 
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inany fo it is the loft he will ever make. We look 
for none to fucceed it! nay we do not expedl any 
alteration to be made in it. On the contrary^we arc 
aflfuredy it is unchangeable in its nature, and eternal 
in its cohfequences. It is the one, fixed and un« 
alterable way in which God will fave (inners while 
the world ftands : and all (aved in this way (hall 
for ever rejoice in the falvation thus obtained. It 
will not only continue with them through life, as 
their glory and their joy, but through death alfo. 
When they ** walk through the valley of the Jhadow of 
deaths they flmU fear no m/," for the falvation of 
the gofpel is with them. This, like Elijah's man- 
tle, (hall caufe the waters of mortality to divide 
hither and thither, that they may go through on 
dry land. And (hall it defert them when pa(red 
over, when in Canaan 7 Oh no ! They are then 
but entering upon the full enjoyment of gofpel 
bleflings, the intire po(reirion of their heavenly in- 
heritance : They then receive the end of their faith^ 
thefahation of their fouls* 

16. For life and immortality are brought to light by 
the gofpel. Not contented within the narrow bounds 
of time, it launches out into an eternal ftate and 
there expatiates at large. It not only acquaints us 
with what (hall hereafter be tranfadted within the 
iphere of creation and linlics of time, but it unifolds 
the myftejaes of eternity, and condu^s our contem- 
plations through the immenfity of the Godhead. 
*< It burns the prefent world, triumphs over death 
by a general refurredtion, and opens all into an 
eternal flate." The reOoraition of ih^fe bodies to 
immortal life, which were reduced to corruption 
and duft in the grave ; the conflagration and dKTc*. 
lution of this beautiful fyAem ot things \ the de* 
ciiive trial of men and angeU at his bar, who once 
expired upon an ignominious crofs between two 
|hjev«8 } and the i(rm3 of all in the c\(&iU^\\tv^ ^t^ 
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flru^lion of the finaHy impenitent, and the eternal 
glory of the righteous ; thefe arc the important 
events revealed in the gofpel, but which I muft 
now forbear to confider. 

17 And now, my brethren, fay if this gofpel, 
fo furprifing and wonderful in its difcoveries ; fo 
deep and unfearchable in its myfteries; fo alarming 
and dreadful in its threatnings ; fo comforting and 
delightful in its promife3 ; and fo enriching and 
ennobling in its privileges and bleflings ; fay if 
this gofpel do not well deferve the ferious attenw 
tion, diligent ftudy, and hearty reception of all! 

^* What heart of (lone but glows at thoughts like 

thefe ? 
^* Such contemplations mount us; and fliould 

mount 
^< The foul Aill higher ; and never glance on man, 
^* Unraptured, uninflamed!- 



■ ■■< 



** Oh ! the burft gates, crufli'd ftii%, demoli(h'd 

throne, 
^< Laft gafp of vanquifh'd death ! (hout earth and 

heav'n, 
<* This fum of Good to Man I 

Surely this gofpel, fo true and faithful, fojuft 
and reafonable, fo fuitable and advantageous, fo 
excellent in itfelf and fo beneficial to us, is well 
virorthy of all acceptation ! High and low, young 
and old, rich and poor have equal need of it, may 
be equally bleft by it, and are equally concerned 
to bid it a moft hearty welcome! All orders and 
degrees of men fliould embrace this gofpel with 
the utmoft fervor of defire and warmth of affec- 
tion, the nooft abfolute confidence and ecftatic joy. 
But alas ! how far is this from being the cafe ! 
How far are the generality, notwithftanding their 
^ccd of ibis gofpel, and the blefled ^ffefis it would 
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fyroduce if properly received, from heartily and 
chcarfully embracing it I Thoufands there hav« 
been in every age, and thoufands there are in this 
age, yea in this nation, .^iio (whatever they ♦.lay 
pretend to the contrary) nfianifeft by their tempers 
and condad that they are yet unacquainted witli 
that go^l winch they prdfefs. 

Now that we may be able to judge whether their 
chara&er and condud; deferves our imitation it is 
worth bur while toconfider, as was prcrpofed, 

11. The Confeqtunces of rejedling or not being 
favingly acquainted with the gofpel. 

I. Upon this head little need l)e faid, the cafe 
is fo exceedipgly plain. It is fuificiently evident 
from what has been already advanced, that as the 
gofpel finds all mankind in a loft condition, defli* 
tute of the . favour and image of God, and liable 
to his wrath and eternal damnation ; fo it is intend- 
ed to recover them from their fall, and to reftore 
them to that holinefs and happinefs which thejr 
have 1oft« And it is a difpenfation manifeftly well 
calculated, nay altogether fufHcient to anfwer this 
end- it is a remedy, not only every way fuitcd to 
ourdtfeafe, but of fufficient virtue to expel it and 
put us in po(fe(fion of our former health and hap- 
pinefs. And all who embrace this gofpel, accord-* 
mg to the defign of. its Author, prove its efficacy» 
ar^ Bnd to their prefent and eternal comfort, that it 
does in fa<% accomplilh ail that it has promifcd to 
the ruined race of Adam. 

• 2. But at the fame time, be it obferved, that as 
it is an aU-fufficient remedy, fo it is the only fuffi* 
cient one. There is no other mean of health and 
happinefs ; no other way of falvation^ but that 
which this gofpel reveals. There is no other name^ 
given under heaven among metty whereby we can be 
javed but that of Chri(^, which this gofpel makes 
known. There is no o\}[itx Jacrijice f^r Jin^ ^\{\0[v 
can take ir aira/ and procure ior .wa ^idotv» \i>j^ 
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that which this gofpel points out. There is no 
other Spirit to difcover to us our want of that fa- 
criGce, and to enable us to depend upon it with pe- 
nitent and obedient hearts, but that which this goC- 
pel offers. Hence it certainly follows^ fas it is in 
our text,) If our gofpel le hid^ it is bid to thofe that, 
are loft. All that are unacquainted with it, that 
do not experience its divine efficacy, remain in that 
loft, ruined, wretched condition, in which all arc 
by nature, and that without help and without hope. 
No other remedy will ever be offered, no other 
wav of falvation ever revealed, no other mean of 
happinefs ever prefcribcd ; but they muft for ever 
fuffer all the miferable confequences of their fall 
in Adam. They mud remain difeafed and dead in 
fin here, till they are adjudged to the fecond death 
hereafter: they muft continue polluted, accurfed, 
miferable, till they ^rc hid to depart accutfed in/4 
everlafling fin^ which will not purify them from^ 
but increa^ their pollutions, where he that is un-^ 
holy will be more and more unholy fiill^ and of con^v 
fequence will be the more tormented. 

3, Such, in the nature of things, muft be the end 
tf thofe who obey not he gofpel of Chriji. . They fin 
againft the remedy and muft therefore peri(h with* 
out remedy : they will not come unto Chrift that 
they may have life ; they can receive it from no 
other, and therefore they abide in death till they 
are fealed up in death eternal. But is this all } 
Have they no other mifery to dread but this whioh 
is merely aconfcquenccof their fallen ftate? This 
puniftimcnt, thus confequential, will, no doubt, be 
great beyond conception, and might well deter any 
confiderate and ferious mind from reje6ling the 
gofpel of Chrift. But yet this is not all the im- 
penitent have to fear. There is further referved 
for them a fuperadded and increafed mifery as a juft 
recampencc of their ingratitude and rebellion, in 
re/e6Hng the falvation Qffercd \u iVit ^cfjcl. For 
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furelyi if, after all that has been defigned by infinite 
love, «if/riW// by infinite wifdom, znd executed by in- 
finite power; if, after all the unparalleled rcfTetings 
and aftonilhing tranfaflions of the Son of Gop, 
with the amazing procefs of divine grace in our 
behalf, from firft tolaA; if, after all the iuper- 
intending care, the awful judgments, and diflin- 
guifhing bleflings of God's providence ; the plain 
di're£lions, terrible threatnings and comfortable 
promiies of God's word ; the folemn warnings, 
afFeftionate addrefles and earneft invitations of 
God's miniAers ; and above all, the condefcend* 
ing vifitations, moving difcoveries and powerful 
pleadingsof God's Spirit; — if, after all this (I fay) 
we dill ungratefully rejedl the gofpel of Chrift, 
and fteel our hearts againft its eiSicacy, nothing re^ 
maineth for us, but a fearful looking for of judg^ 
ntent^ and fiery indignation which Jhall devour us as 
adverfaries. a judgment far more fevere, and an in- 
dignation far hotter than would have befallen us, 
if fo much had not been done for our recovery. 

4. Concerning this matter the fcripture is plain 
and.citprefs. nis, it tells us, is the condemnation^ 
not that all died in Adam and are by nature in a 
loft eftate, (altho' even on this account we are con- 
demned, and the condemnation is fufficiently dread- 
ful,) tut that light is come into the world, and men love- 
darknefs rather than light , becaufe their deeds are evil. 
That provifion is made for the inftrudlion, holinefs 
and happinefs of mankind, and they chufc rather 
to remain in their original ignorance, fin and 
mifery, therefore they (hall be condemned to a 
greater puniftiment and a more aggravated ruin. 
This is further manifeft from the conduct of God 
towards the Ifraelite?, who abufed the light and 
privileges of. a more dark and imperfed liifpen- 
fation ; a difpenfation cftabliChcd with far lefs ap, 
paratus. of grace and mercy, and lei's \\\uftt\;i\is 
diipla/s of love md power ^ which did xvot c^^ 

C 2 \Y\^ 
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the Godhead fo dear (If I may fo fpeak) and upon? 
4he fuccefs of which his heart ^as not fo much fee. 
Now was their contempt and abufe of this inferior 
difplay of divine goodfiefs fuiFered to pafs un-. 
punilhed ? Far, very far from it. " Every tranC- 
greflion and ad of difobedience (fays the apoAle) 
rcccjveda juftrecompenceof reward \" and "they, 
that defpifed the law of Mofes died without mercy 
.under two or 4jirce witncffes/* May we not tbea 
argue with the apoftle, " Of how much forer pu- 
nilhmenty fuppofe ye, (hall he be thought worthy 
who harh trodden under foot the Son of God, 
counted the blood of the covenant an unholy things 
^nd donp de(j)ite to the Spirit of grace ! If they: 
^fcaped not who refufed him who fpake on earth 
{viz Mofes) much lefe fhaH we efcapc, if we turn: 
away from Mm that fpeakjcth from heaven ! ** And: 
** If the word fpoken by angels wa« ftjcdfaft, and 
«very tranfgreflion thereof fcverely yunifhcd, liow . 
fliall we efcapeif we neglccS fo great falvation, which 
at fir ft begun to be (poken (not by angels but) by; 
the Lord himfelf, and was confirmed unto us by 
thofe that heard him; God alfo bearing witnefs, . 
t)oth with (igns and wonders, and divert miracles^ 
and gifts of the Holy Ghoft, according to his wiH?' 
5. From thefe declarations -of holy Scripture, 
jthey who negledl or reject the faLvation of the 
gofpel, may judge what they have to expeft, even 
judgment in extreme without zny mixture of 
mercy, and lafting as the day« of eternity I Vn* . 
happy creatures ! «« Their judgment of a long tim« 
lingereth not, and their damnation ilumbereth not i 
For if God fpared not the angels that finned, but 
jcaft them down to hell,** (though no Saviour died 
for them, no falvation was offered to them or re- 
jected by them,) «* and delivered them into chains 
of darknefs to be referved unto judgment ; " much 
/e/5 will he /pare them who have multiplied their 
^/Fc/iccs as fhe fand on ifee (c?i ftvote^ ^tv4 V\?Lve re- 
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•je&cS a pardon, procured for themy 6y the moft 
exquiiice fqfferl'ngSy and igRomintous^, painful death 
of God'» 6wn Son ! 

6. And docs it not thcn^ contfcm uSf vnj bre- 
thren, moft fcriouily to enquire, whether we re- 
je<a this gofpel, and negled the great falvatioif 
^eflfered in itr Gan we omit fo to do and not bo 
wanting in prudenti as wetl as g^nue? As devoid 
:€f wifdom as of piety ? Surely, if we are carelefs^ 
about a matter of fuch infinite importance, wp 
(hew that we as truly difrcgard our &wn wtlfare as 
the honour of Gody and are as certainly enemies to 
Murfehaj as to our great and gracious Creator. 
Enquire then, I befeech you, I do not fay, into^ 
your knvwiedgey but int-o your experience in this 
-matter, and aflc your hearts. Whether you- have feen; 
7our need ofy and cordially embraced thofe blcfling'? 
whifh have this day been fet before you ? Has thp 
Igofpel been a> means, through the blood of Chrift . 
and the Spirit of Goj>, of miniftering to you righ* 
ieoufnefs and lifeP Has it juftificd your pcrfons and 
renewed your nature ? Have you found peace with 
God through it, and power? Adoption into his 
family^ and a rcftoratioiv to his likenefs ? If you 
have hitherto, not only flopped .Hiort of thefe prx- 
vilegcSy but have even refted contented without 
then, be aflured whatever knowledge you have 
gotten of the gofpel in theary^ you are yet un- 
acquainted with it in experience. It has not, by 
any means, anfwered its intended end upon you, 
but is ftill really hid ta youy and you remain in 
SI loft eftate, and are in the high road to be loft for 
ever f 

7. May the Lord incline you to lay this to 
fieart ere k be too late I May you feel your want 
of thofe bleflings, which are freely offered you in 
the gofpel of Chrift and gratefully receive themf" 
The gofpel has come to you in word^ tf\^^ ^aa 
ocvei red till it aJ/b come to you \i\ txwwcr % andawitVi 
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the Holy Ghofti and with much ajfurance /In ordict 
hereto, may you Jeek the L^rd^ while he may he 
foundy and call upon him while he is near ! May the 
ivicicd am$ng pu, ferjake hii way^ and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts^ and may you 5^U turn unto the 
Lord that he may have mercy 4tpon you, and unto our 
God that he may abundantly pardon / May youturn 
to him in true repentance and unfeigned faith, a tiaith 
of the operation of his Spirit! May you ajk that 
this repentance and faith may he given you^ andfeek, 
in the ufe of appointed means, that you may find! 
Thus may the gofpei, which is xht power of God 
unto felvalion to every penitent, believing foul, be 
«the powerful means of your falvation! Being jufii- 
fied from all things through faith in the blood of 
ChriO, and fan<£li(ied through the operation of his 
Spirit, may your converfation he fuch as becometh the 
gofpel on earth, till you receive your heavenly' in- 
heritance, that eternal life and happy immortality 
brought to light by the gofpel ! Amen I 
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Sermon iil 

THE DEVICES WHEREBY 

THE GOD OF THIS WORLD 

PXEVEHTS 

THE EFFICACY OF THE GOSPEL. 

a COR. IV. 3, 4. 

^^ But if our gorjfcl be hid, it is hid to them that 

• arc loft, in whom the god of this world hath 

blinded the minds of them that believe not, 

left the light of the gIori6us gofpel of Chilft*— 

ihould (hine unto them/' 

I . IT N a former difcourfe on this important paftagt 
A of holy writ, I endeavoured to fliew the 
Natun and Defign of the gofpel of Chrift, and the 
dreadful Conjequttias which attend our rejeSfing it. 
And, undoubtedly, it is of fo excellent a nature^ 
and propofes a defign fo benevolent and gloriouf^ 
that ail, to whom it is offered, ought in reafon and 
duty^ to embrace it heartily and without delay ; 
even fuppofine they might negledt fo to do without 
fufFering any mconvenience. But when it is further 
confidered, to what extren^e and endlefs mifery they 
certainly expofe thcmfelves who rcjedt this gofpel, 
one would fuppofe no child of man who refle£)s 
ac all upon the fubje£t, could heAtatc one mo^cxwt. 
about it} one trou/d imagine thai mo\ANe% oS. JelJ- 

C 4 Vnlcrcj\> 
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interejf, at Icaft, would prevail, where duty mni 
gratitude had ho inftucncc ; and xYiZt z feaf- rf pu^- 
nijhment would compel thofe, whom redeeming Lov^ 
did not conf^rain, nor promifes of happinefs alluic; 

2. And, bleffed be God, one or other of thefe con- 
fiderations do, through the inBuence of divine gntce^ 
(abfolutely needful in this weak and difordered Oatcr 
of human nature,) perfuade many to comply with 
the delign of this glorious gofpel. But kTas ! this 
is by no means the cafe in general, (I fpeak not 
of Jews, Turks, .and Heathens, but of profefling 
CKriftians;) The generality even oi iheje do, moft 
certainly, reje6t the gofpel of Chriftand negrcA th« 
great falvation offered by it. Into the reafen of 
this condu£^ it is worth our while to enquire, 
cfpecially as this may be a mean of preferving ut 
from an imitation of it, which, I am fure, is no 
ivay deflrable. This I (hall take occaiioh to do> 
from the words of our text, where the apoftle 
hai given us a key to unlock this myftery;— s** The 
god of this world: (fays he) hath blinded the minds 
of them that believe not, left the light of thci 
glorious gofpel of Chrift. (hould ibine unto them. "^ 

3. The infpired penman (it feems) ftill alludes* 
to the cafe of Mofes, who put a vail over his face, 
icy that the glory of it could not be difcerned by the 
Ifraelites. Thus, as he has intimated in die pye-^ 
ccdfng chapter, » vail of obfcurity was caft over 
that difpeniation,. through which^ the Jews (whofe 
siinds alfo were blinded) could not difcoyer the 
end and defign of it. Hence they were not favingly 
benefited by it ; it d^d not lead them to Chrift, 
as was intended. Now altho' the gofpel be n6t 
veiled, but fufFered to Ihine out in full luftre; 
yet the god of this worlds induftrious to prevent the- 
falvation of mankind, by blrnding the minds of thim 
that believe not^ hinders them from difcerning the 
}}ght of this glorious gofpel, or from being en^ 

Jightemcdby it^ 
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Three particulars offer themfelves to our con- 
lideration on this fubjed. 

I ft. Who is meant by the. god of this worlds and 
xvhy he is fo called ? 

2dly. Whom we are to underftand by thofe that 
believe mt ? 

3d]y. How the god of this world blinds their 
minds? 

I. With regard to XhtfirJI of thefe, ^' Who is 
meant by the god of this world, and why he is focal- 
led ; " 1 fhould have thought it unncceffary to fay 
any thing by way of explication, had I not occafion- 
ally met with fome who interpret this of Jehovah^ 
the God of Love, the Saviour of all merf, whofcL. 
4ender mercies are over all his works ; as if he^ in- 
order to prevent the falvation of his creatures^ 
whom he hath redeemed with his Son's moft pre- 
cious blood, adled the part of the grand adveriaiy 
of mankind and blinded their minds, by fin arid 
«fenbelief, left they (hould be enlightened by tliat 
very gofpei which he has provided, in his infinite 
goodnefs, for their illumination. The bare men- 
tion of fo wild a notion as this, is^ with men of 
underftanding and piety, fuflScient to confute it. 
By the god of this tuorld^ the apoftle undoubtedly 
means Satan^ who is elfe where called '^the prince 

•of thi^ world," and •* the ruler of thedarknefs of 
this world," and *< the prince of the power of the 
air, the fpirit that worketh in the children of dif- 
©bedience." This apodate Spirit, this enemy of 
God and man (and not the God and Father of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift), is doabtlcfs concerned to hinder 
the fuccefs of the gofpei, which is dcfigned for the 
overthrow of his kingdom,, and with this view 
exerts, to the utmoft, all his power and policy 
from day to day, continually lying in wait to de^ 
€eive, Yike a fubtle fcrpent, and V\\ic a roarVn^W^n 

/a<^ ahu^/eekiag whom he may devour. 

C 5 ^^ U^ 
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" He npw is plotting how he may feduce 

'• Us alio from obedience, that with him, .. 

" J)epriv'.d of happinefs, we may partake 
*• His puniOiment, eternal mifery, 
** VV hich would be all his folace and revenge, 
•' As a defpite done 'gainft the MoPc High." 

2. Some (wife, above what is written) would 
account for this expreflion, whereby Satan is called 
iht g9il (f this worlds by fuppofing that this world 
was originally under the dominion of the fallen 
iangels before their rebellion, and was the feat of 
their kingdom ; and that, upon their fall, as a 
punifhment for their crime, it was reduced into 
that chaotic ftate defcribed. Gen. i. ver. 1 ; wlierc 
we read, The earth was without form and void^ and 
darknej^ was upon the face of the deep. Hence it 
was, they further fuppofe, that when the earth 
was put into its paradifaical ftate, and man was 
placed in it, (who they think was created to fupply 
the place of the fallen angels,) God did not entirely 
. banifh them this world, but ftill permitted them 
'vto wander to and fro in it, and not only to tempt 
ihe human race, for their trial, but alfo to exercUe 
fome authority over the elements and other crea- 
tures ; though under^ certain r^dridions, beyond 
which they cannot pafs. But it is certain all this i» 
mere conjedlure, without any countenance from 
any part of Scripture. And it is plain, Satan may 
be cal led the god of this worlds with fufficient pro- 
priety, without fuppofing any thing of this kind^ 
even on the fame principles on which he is termed 
*• the prince of this world," and ** the ruler of 
the darkncfs of this world,** and ** the prince of 
the power of the air,** and that is, becaufe of the 
influence he has over mankind in general, and the 
ufe he makes of the dazzling vanities and allure-? 
ments of this worlds to attain and prefervc that 
inlluenccm 
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4. Accordingly the expreflion here ufed is more 
properly tranflated, the god of this age^ i. c. of the 
people of this world, or of mankind while the 
period of this world lafts. And furely, in order 
to juOify the apoAle*s manner of fpeakiiigy it is 
riot neceiTary to fuppofe that the people of this 
world build temples to Satan» or pay him a folemn 
and formal worfliip, although even that, in eflfedt^ 
was done by the Heathen. But as Jehovah is 
called the God of his people, becaufe they are 
h\^ fuhjeSfSy obedient to his will and devoted to his 
fervice; fo, for the fame reafon, is Satan called the 
God of this world. Mankind, in general, obey 

' and ierve him, and he reigns in and over them 
with all authority. They willingly commit Jiij 
and therefore they are of thf ievil : His fervants 
they are^ becaufe they obey hhn^ and from him they 
muft expedl to receive their wages. They lie in 
wickednejs (iv tv voni^a;, in the wicked one) and fhall 
have their portion with him. 

5. And this is the cafe of all who believe notj 
who have not that faith in this gofpel whereof 
^Cometh ialvation. For the. apoflle tells us in our 
text, that Satan hath blinded the minds of them that 
believe noty and elfe where *, that he worketh [ip^^nrroi 
worketh with energy, w»ith mighty powerj in the 
children (f dif obedience ^ or, as the word may be pro- 
perly rendered^ of unbelief. This brings me to 
the next particular, viz. To (hew, 

I.I. ^yhom we are to underftand by thofe that 
believe- not. 

And, I ft. That all Infidels, who do not ac- 
knowledge Jefus of Nazareth to be the Son of God 
and the Saviour of the world, nor admit the Chrif- 
tian revelation to be of God, arc of the number 
of thofe that believe not, will not be denied by arty, 
who l^now any thing even of the theory of re- 

♦ Eph. il. *, 

C 6 \\^Qjcv* 
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ligion* That the devil (how little focvcr they 
may think they have to do with . him^ though they 
may utterly deny his very exiilence^ and bo con- 
fident there is no fucli being m nature y,) yet, t 
j^y, that Satan hath blinded their minds^ aiid works- 
in them with mighty power, with uncontrouled 
authority, we are well aflured. It is fomething 
amazing, and what excites one's compaffion rather 
than provokes one's indignation^ to hear tbefe cnt^ 
tares boafl of their fuperior knowledge, and to feo 
them value themfelves upon thtxxfree Mnkingy un*- 
biafed, they fuppofe, by popular prejudices; whik: 
they are in reality blinded by the god of thi)i 
"world, and led captive by the devil at his willf the 
very bond-ilaves of Satan,, and the dupes of a vaia 
and deluded mind. Sucely one muft fitj the 
infatuation of thefe 

*' Pompous fens of reafon idoliz'd. 

•' And vilified at once ; of reafoa dead 

** Then deified, as monarchs were of eld ;" 

Who,, as a'puntfbment for their prkic and fclfL 
conceit, and bccaufc ** they receive not the love 
€>f the truth that they may be faved, are given up? 
to ftrong delttfion to believe a lie, that they may 
all be damned who do not obey the truth, butr 
have plcafiirc in unrighteouftrefs*" They pretend* 
indeed a regard for troKh, and plead* ftrongly thciP 
right to think. for themfelves, a right which no- 
iody will wifhtodeny them^ but ;^as 1 as Dr^ 
Young juftly obfcrves> 

«* While love of truth thr«? all tJieir camp refounds, 

•* They draw pride's curtain o'et the noon-- ide ray,* 

^ Spifce up their inch of reafon on. the point 

♦* Of pbilofophic wit, call'd argumcLtv; 

•* And then, exulting in their taper, cry 

/< hi^hold the fua! andj liidian»like, aaoie! '^ 
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Light is come inio ibi w^rld^ but they iove darknefs 
rather tbah lights becaufe their deeds are evil. * 

a. But not only thofe, who rejedt the Chriftiaik 
revelation altogether! come under the di^arader of 
them that Mieve not : thofe alfo muA be coniidered 
as included under the fame denomination, who^ 
the* they admit thegofpel to be of divine authority^ 
yet negleift or renounce fome of its principal pri* 
vileges, and perhaps ridicule and reproach thofe 
who' profefii to receive them, as enthufiafls and fa« 
natics. For inftance i If the gofpel indeed offer 
pardon of (in and acceptance with God, through 
the mediation of Chrifl^ together with the Holy 
Spirit to feal thefe blefTings upon our hearts and to 
enable us ro walk worthy of them ; then all who 
deny or negledt the infpiration of the Holy Spirir,, 
and the knowledge of falvation ty the forgivenefs of 
fins^ do in cfFedl deny and negledl the gofpel icfeltV 
and are therefore undoubtedly blioded by the god 
of this world, land to bcranked among thofe that 
believe not. Yea, and 

3dly. We mud g^ve the fame appellation to all 
who reft without Javing faith : the faith which i§ 
not only an ajffent to, and a c$nvi^io» of the truths 
of the gofpel \ but alfo a dependance on its promifes, 
and an hearty acceptance of its privileges : the /aith 
which, befides a perfuaiion of what the gofpel re* 
veals in general^ in* plies further, an entire ap« 
probation of, and hearty acquiefcence in the plan 
of falvatton by Chirift in particular: the faith 
which is both the evidence of things not feen, and the 
fulfiance of things hoped for; whereby we are both 
aflfured of things fpiritual and eternal, and anti* 
cipate the enjoyment of things heavenly and divine^ 
already polTciring an earned of our future inherit- 
ance in our hearts. He that thus believeth " with 
his heart unto righteoufnefs/* certainly hath eternal 
i^lff hath a tlric ro it and a {oitX^L&t oi \\^ Wt 
ttirougb Cbriii ** ail that beiicYC ^xz \m^\&^^ ^\^txk 
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M things," and «« receive the promife of the Spirit 
thro' faith." But he that doth not thus believ^ 
but refts fatisfied without this faith,. :«' hath 
not life, but the wrath of God abideth on him ; ." 
he remains in that wretched ftate of fm, and guilt, 
and wrath, in which he was by nature, unrcftorcd, 
unforgiven ; having a fuperadded condemnation for 
negleding fo great falvation as is offered through 
• the Mediator. The gofpel, which is onjy th^powe 
$/ God unto fahuatien. to him thai lelieveih^ is hid 
to him, and he is (till in a loft cortditioli. 

I now proceed to (hew (as was propofed) 

III. H«w fatan blinds the minds of thofe that 
believe notf fo as to keep them (hut up in unbelief 
and to hinder the glorious gvfpel of Chrifl from 
Jbining unto them, that they may be faved. 

I • The god of this world knows that the gof- 
pel will only be heartily and thankfully received 
(and to receive it otherwife is not to receive it'at 
all] by thofe who know its worth and their want 
of it ; and that only thofe can know this who are 
deeply concerned for the falvation of their fouls. 
This therefore is his f?^ point, to keep mankind 
unconcerned about their falvation. With this 
view he labours to Conceal from them the vanity 
of the n^orld and of all that it contains, its un- 
fatisfadory nature and (hort duration. He contrives 
to engage and entangle them in fuch a multiplicity 
of bufincfs, to charm and ftupify them with fuch 
a vicifTitude of pleafure, to divert and entertain 
them with fuch a variety of amufements, that they 
have neither leifure, power, nor inclination for 
any ferious reflexion, on the importance of things 
eternal. 

2. Impelled by an unfccn force, of which they 
, are infenfible, nay, which they arc taught. to deny 
^and ridicule, they fly from the Echangc to the 
tavern, from the Tavern to xVxeYUYr^^^wMtoovAJpfc 
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phy to intemperance and debauchery. They drive 
furioufly from merchandife to company, from com- 
pany to excefsy from excefs to the ftupidity of deep, 
and in the mean time forget that they are only 
wandering from vanity to vanity, and prove by 
this refllefs toil and labour that this world is not 
their reft. Or, if on fome occalion a convidion of 
this forces itfelf upon their minds^ and 

■ ■ " Kind experience cries, 

••There's nothing here but what as nothing weighs,** 

They fummon up all their courage and exclude the 
thought as an intruding tyrant, come to torment 
them before'the time. They run round and round 
in the circle of buflnefs, pleafure and amufemenr, 
only intent on what is beneath their feet, or eager 
to catch the delulive phantom, which, perpetually 
dancing before them, craftily entices them forward; 
and in the mean time, they do not obferve, by faith, 
. the confummation of all things, the melting ele- 
irents, the quaking earth, the falling ftars,. the 
darkened fun, the difparting heavens, and the de- 
fending triumph of the vidlorious Son of God, 
who ere long will commanc!, " Bring forth thefe 
mine enen^ies who would not that I (hould reign 
over them, and lay them before me." 

3. Day palTes after day, week after week, month 
after month, and year after year, and they draw 
near the chambers of death, the repofitories of all 
living ; and that invifible ftate where ftridl juftice 
will examine and almighty wrath puniQi, with un- 
relenting fury, their wicked impertinence and tri- 
fling ; yet ftill they go on in the fame filly purfuit, 
unconcerned and unreformed, as if life would al- 
ways laft, and they Mere not accountable for their 
condu<SV, or as if this world M'erc their only por- 
tion, and while endeavouring to fecurc it, they 
were rationally employed. Time ftvt^, -a.^^ ^' ^w 
his broad pJahns, fwifierthau d\t VYtv^^' '^^'^V^ 
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them rapidly along towards the confines of a 
boundlefs ctemity, into which he refigns them fov 
their blifs or woe, endlefs and extreme, according 
to their prefent behaviour : But they are thought- 
lefs amidft it all, amufed and entertained with the 
objeds they meet with in their Ipeedy courfe \ or 
lulled into a fatal (lumber by the even and infen- 
fible motion, they do not awake to fober recollec- 
tion, till, caft down the fteep precipice of deaths 
they are diocked to find themfelves falling, beyond 
leeovery, into a boundlefs eternity. 

4« Thus (as our Poet beautifully dererihes it] 

I. " Life fpeeds away 

•* From point to point, th6' leeming to ftand fUIl j 
•* The cunning fugitive is fwift by flealth ! 
•* Too fubtile is the movement to be feen; 
*' But foon man's hour is up and he is gone \^ 

Life is all trifled away and the great bufiDefs of 
life is left undone : 7h^ Jiand all the da^ idle and 
negledl to work in the vineyard, till the night of 
death cometh wherein no tpan can work. They arc ■ 
hurried out of this world before they well confider 
why they were fcnt into it, and furprized into ano- 
ther, before they have made any preparation for a 
favourable reception or comfortable abode there* 
They enter upon an eternal ftate of exiftence, for 
the boundlefs and cverlafting demands of which,. 
fo to fpeak, they have made no provifion,. have 
laid up no treafure» They have fquandered away 
their talents iri fin and folly, negledted to pay the 
debt of wifdom, and now are become bankrupts : 
the juftice of God arrcfts them, and they are deli- 
vered into the power of malicious tormentors, to 
be confined in the dark prifon of hell, till theyjhall 
pay the iittermofl farthing. 

5. Now Satan has an hand rn all this. Thro' 
his influence it is (inwardly upon the mind or out- 
wardJy upon the /enfes) that the fl\g^VvX o< umc is 
JJot dJfcernedj and. 
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•* We fcarce bcircW?iire*re older for our years : 
" That all mankind niiflake their tim/s o' day, 
** Even age itfelf : FreQi hopes are hoarly fowa . 
'S In furrgw'd brqws Sa gentle life's defcenC, 
" We (hut our eyes and think it is a plain." 

He engages our attention by the objefls of 
•ierifey^ draws the veil of unbelief betwixt us and 
eternky ; and left that (hould noc foffice, left the 
merciful arrows of convidtion, taken frocfi -the 
quiver of the gofpel and levelled at the hedrt by 
the Spirit of Truth, (bottld penetrate that -veil, he 
further obkures our profpe^l with the fumes of 
pleafurc, and clouds of prejudice, arifing from un- 
ruly paffions and appetites^ immerfed in fenfuat 
gratifications. 

6. But 2dly« If notwithftanding all his care to 
keep us quiet and infenfible, the gracious beanfi» 
of divine light find their ws^y to our minds, thro' 
all intervening obftacles, and difturb our flumbers : 
if we are rou^d from our lethargy and awakened 
to a' deep fehfc pf the importance!' iffatvattetr, 
fully refolved to mind. the one thing needful ; then 
Satan, craftily yielding wh^re he can no longer ^ith- 
Hand, periuades qs to defer ;to a more convenient 
feafon, what ht gtlants it is reafonable we fhould 
one day attend' to. " By and by, he artfully 
infinuates, you will be in a better fituation, have 
fewei' hindrahces ^nd more helps in religious mat- 
ters, and will find it lefs difficult to cnfure a 
happy eternity.' At prefent you have fome bufinefs 
of confequence^ to tranfad, fome engagements to 
fulfil, fome iiFairs to fettle which do not well con^ 
fift with religion. 'Befides, it will be better to 
change your condud by degrees, and not all at once \. 
to Aide into ferioufnefs imperceptibly; for by this 
means you will avoid the ridicule of your com- 
panions and be lefs liable to the charge of hypocrify,. 
cnthufiafm, or melancholy. And^ou l^?cNt ^tcv^ 
enough upoa your hands, ate \tv ^ooA. Vt?\x\\^ 
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younger than many of your neighbours who are as 
carelefs as you, and are likely to live many years. 
God is merciful and will pardon you, tho* on a 
death-bed, and receive you to work in his vine- 
yard even at the eleventh hour." 

7. Thus our fly a'dverfary too often prevails, 
and what we cannot but purpofe we pofipone. We 
fiill refolve to be very' religious, but not^. At 
fome future period, we cannot pofitively fay when, 
we intend to be very good, very exemplary, yea 
burning and (hining lights. And k is well if we 
are not a little vain on this account, proud of our 
future go^dnefs ! 

•* We pay ourfelves the compliment to think 
<* We one day (hall not drivel, and our pride, 
** On this rever(ion, takes up ready praife, 
** At leaft our own ; our future felves applauds; 
'.^ How excellent that life we ne*er (hall lead !*^ 

In the mean time, he craftily keeps out pf fight 
the uncertainty of life and the certainty of death. 
We forget that our breath is in our noftrils, and 
that we may,, like many of our friends and neigh- 
bours, be hurried hence at a moment's warnings 
that we may never live to fee that future period 
,we build our everlafting all upon, no, nor one 
future hour: but fuppofe we fliould, that God 
may then juflly deny that grace to ajffift us (and 
without it we can do nothing) which was before 
c^ered, and rejected or abufed. But, proceeding 
on f&lfe principles, we take for granted what ought 
firft to be proved> and rely upon that as certain 
which is, of all things, the mod uncertain. P^r- 
baps we may live till to-morrow^ perhaps God 
may then vouchfafe us his grace, and therefore 
we defer our repentance for the prefent. 



." On x\a% perhaps. 



*' This peF'^dvoatavCj infamous for lies, 
^^ As on 4 rock of adamant, we\>'aLM 
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** Oor moimtain hopes : Spin our eternal fchemes^ 
*' And, big with life's futurities, expire. 

8. And not only the y^ungox the middle-aged^ but 
the •Id too, come under this condemnation.—— 
Tho* they have already grieved and quenched the 
Spirit fo often, that they have great reafon to think 
he will foon bid them a final forewell, if he have 
not even mw .a£lually done it ; tho' they have al- 
ready arrived at the utmoft boundaries of man'^s' 
life, at the Very margin of the grave, and are tot- 
tering over it thro' age and infirmity, in danger of 
being fuddenly tumbled in by the firoke of afflic- 
tion, and covered up by the connnand of death : 
yet even they think, •^ It is tinic enough yet," and 
feebly mutter, when unable to fpeak plain, fome<^ 
thing about, repenting hereafter. Tho* opptefled 
with the burden of years, bowed down with in- 
firmity arid weakened with pain, they doatiogly 
luppofe they fliall, by and by, do the bufinefs (rf* 
eternity, run the Chriilian race, and work out their 
nfum fahation :— Tho* their fight is dim'd by age 
and beclouded with difeafe, fo that they cannot fee 
what is at hand ; tho' all their faculties are weak- 
ened ; yet they fondly imagine they difcem, in 
profped, months and years of leifure, health and 
eafe which they will fpend for God and theu: 
Ibuls Thus, 

* 

** The hoary fool, who all his days 

*' Hath laboured with continued forroWji 

•* Yet fliil goes on and fondly lays 

** The defperate bet upon to^morro-w : 

•* To-morroW conies ; 'tis noon ;— 'tb night : ' 

** This day, like all the former, flies 5 

•' Yet on he goes to feek delight 

•* 7h-morrow ;— till to-night he dies.'* 

9. But 3dly.. If we are fo awakened, by the 
grace of God, to a fenfe of the abfolute impor« 
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tancc of things eternal, that we rcfolvc to devote 
ourfelves to him ; and fo convinced of the flyott* 
mfs and uncertainty of Kfci that wc determioe lor 
delay no longer ;— ^hien Satan's next aim muft bc^ 
to prevent our finding the only way of faivationr 
and to put us upon a wrong road. For Shis pur- 
pofe he diverts our attention from the fpirifualityt 
obligation and extent of the law of €rOD» the »m^ 
verfal^ cwftant and fetfevering obedience it re- 
quires^ and the dreadful puntfhment it threatens 
to all the violaters of it; in order that, not corner 
paring our hearts: and lives with it, we may re- 
main ftrangers to our guilt and weaknefs* ThuSr 
he knows, we (hall continue ignorant of our wan0 
of the gofpel, and fo (halt be hindered from em« 
l)racing its glorious privileges. 
• • io« For not feeing our many, great and aggra-^ 
▼ated Iniquities, we mull be infenlible of the guilt 
we have contracted, the puniOiment we have de-^ 
ferved, and our own utter inabUity. to make any 
iatisfadKon for our fins, or to avert the impending 
Tuin. Thus we cannot difcern our want of the* 
«toning blood and perfe<Sl righteoufnefs of the ap^ 
pointed Mediator, in order to our jufiiiicatton be-^ 
?or€ GoiK Hence, it is no wonder, if we imitate 
4he Jews of old, who <* had zeal for God, but 
not according to knowledge ; for being ignorant of 
God's righteouTners, and going about to c(lablifh 
their own righteoufnefs, they did not fubmit them* 
felves to tl^ righteoufnefs of God." Again, not 
feeing the depravity of our nature and the neceflity 
of a change, becaufe *< without holinejs no manjball 
fee the Lotd^'' or not knowif^ our own infufficiency 
for any thing that is good, we muft be unacquainted 
with our need of that Spirit of holinefs and power 
which God hath promifed in the gofpel. Hence it 
is no wonder if, *^ having a form of godlinefs, we 
den/ the power of it^ if having a name to livc^ 
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tee remain dead: " it is no wonder^ if we put con* 
f dence in the £e(h, lean to our own underftand* 
fflg, truft in our own ftrength, and periih ai laft 
Mrithout remedy* 

11. Thus many who have been open ilnners^ 
reft in a mere outward reformation, lopping off 
fome of the branches of fin, while they leave, no| 
^nly the roots deeply fixed in the ground .of their 
hearts, as with hands af.iron wnd brajs ; but alfo' 
the unwieldy ftock not hewn down ; 1 mean, theiv 
ilubborn will ftill unfubdued by grace, liill proud 
and Tefraflory, and bent upon (erving the world 
and themfelves. And thus others^ who have not 
i)een notorious finners, content themfelves with 
thiff Tonfideratiop, that they are not fo bad as many 
of their neighbours, and, <^ If we are not faved 
(fay they) what will become of the generality of 
the world?"' And thus daubing the corrupted 
wall of their depraved naiure^ with the untempered 
mortar of felf-righteoufnefs, they vainly fuppofc 
it can fland. the {hook.:of death and judgment, 
srhen it is ready to 011 at every thruft of ad« 
verfity, or breeze of temptation I ^ 

12. Many however, blcffed be Goo, are not. 

<aken in this foare, but in 'ipite of Satan and his 

/ievices, aore convinced of fin and its dreadful con-^ 

fequences. — :It would now be. in vain for the^<w/ of 

if his world to attempt perfuading ihefe^ that they 

may fafely defer the concerns gf their fouls to a 

yet future period. They fee and feel,, to their 

ibrrow, that tbey have already trifled too long,. 

and greatly endangered, \i not altogether precluded 

jtheir falvation* They tremble to think, how the 

axe of GoD*8 juftice was laid to the root of theis; 

barren fouls, and how narrowly they efcaped be^ 

jng cut down, aa cumberers of the ground ; a, 

puni(hment they well dcferved. They are a(hamcd 

;uid confounded under a fenle of their fin and 
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ingratitude, when they confider how long they have 
robbed him of their bodies and fouls, their tifhe 
and talenrsy from whom they received all, and to 
whofe fervice all ought to have been conftantly <ie« 
voted. They are didrcflfed at their folly and mad- 
nefs, when they refled, how many years they have 
thoughtlefsly wandered to and fro thro' the earthy 
Jttklng reft hut finding none^ vainly expeSing that 
happinefs from the world vihich is to be found in 
God alone; (hunning religion as a wretched and x 
melancholy thing, whereas they now fee it is the 
only fouree of true and lafting felicity. And fhall 
they flill go on adding one degree of fin and 
ingratitude to another? No, this they dare not 
60 ; nor can all Satan's power or policy fliake their 
fixed refolution, formed in the (Irength of Jehovah, 
no longer to tread in their former fteps« 

13. He does not however yet give them up, 
does not defpair of working their ruin after all. 
But he takes a new courfe, and alters the plan of 
his operations. Before^ he endeavoured to deftroy 
them by prefumption^ and delays : now his aim is to 
cff€&. the fame purpofe by dejeBion^ and dejpm-^ 
dency. He fuggeAs therefore that their (ins are too 
many and great to be forgiven, that their fouls are 
too much enflaved to the power of evil habits ever 
to be delivered. Knowing their regard to the 
word of God, he labours to countenance his temp- 
tations with its authority, that they may have the 
greater influence. *< You have blafphemed, he 
argues, againft the Holy Ghoft, and therefore 
mud expeA no forgivenefs, neither in this world 
nor in that which is to come. You might indeed 
once have found mercy, but it is now too late : 
you have finned fo long, fo much, fo prefumptu- 
oufly, in defpite of fo many invitations, warnings, 
promifes, threatnings, which ought to have led 
jou to repentance, that you muft now exped judg. 

mcnt 
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ment without mercy." '' Becaufe he called and 
you refufed, he ftretched out kis hands and you 
did not regard) therefore he alfo now laughs at 
your calamity and mocks when your fear is come. 
WHen your fear is come as defolation,-»when dif. 
trefs and anguifli are come upon you, you may 
indeed call, but he will not anfwer,- you may feek 
him early, but you (hall not find him. For that 
you hated knowledge and-^did not chufe the fear of 
the Lord : you would none of his counfel, and 
defptfed all his reproof; therefore you (hall eat 
the fruit of your own way, and be filled with your 
own devices.'* ** Without holinefs no man (hall 
fee the Lord. And are you holy? - Alas! you 
are altogether polluted, and who can bring a clean 
thing out of an unclean? As foon might the 
Ethiopi change his (kin or the leopard his fpots, 
as jpzi, accustomed to do evil, (hould learn to do 
well. For. the Holy Spirit has done flriving with 
youy and you are now left to the hardnefs of your 
bearr, and given up to a reprobate mind.'' • - 
• 14. By thefe and fuch like fuggeftions Satan 
fometimes prevails, and the awakened (inner giving' 
up all for loCtf links down into dejedion and de- 
fpair, not daring to rely on the faithful promifes' 
of God through Chrift. Fearing, however, left 
if they flill continue fenfible of the deep impor- 
tance of falvation, and delirous to obtain ir, though' 
at prefent without hope, they may,- feme way or 
other, hereafter meet with that encouragement, 
which now they cannot find ; to prevent this and 
infure their damnation, the enemy labours to drown' 
them in fenfuality and vice, or to bury them in' 
bulinefs and care; 'and fometimes, though lefs' 
frequently,^ becaufe he is not permitted, to dtive 
them ioto didradlion, madnefs, and felf-murdeh 
. 15. He fuggefts therefore, *' Since no atten** 
tioOj. dcfiie, or diligence of yoiirs, ctfn. alter the 
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<llccree which is already gone out againft foUf whf 
ihould you torment yourielf before the time ? why 
ifaould you make yourfelf miferahle by thinking 
one moment about death or eternity ? Nay, rather' 
banilh all thoughts about thefe things, which only- 
ferve to diftrefs you, and enjoy life while it laOs. 
You can but go to hell after all, and. go to hell 
you muft as it is, if indeed there is an hell. But. 
who knows whether or no there be any fiich place ; 
perhaps your body and foul die together. and fliall- 
never more exift : and why ihould you venture a 
certainty for an uncertainty ? Let fools and fanatics 
<!o this : But be you wife for yourfelf. At all 
hazards e'lljoy the prefent^ let what will .come of 
the future. But in . fad, proceeds he, the future 
is out of the queAion, it is nothing to you.: per- 
haps it is all mere imagination ; but if not, it is. 
certain /9« have no inteceft there. Theprefent- 
world is your all : therefore, enjoy ahd.make. the 
moft of it. Eat, drink, and be merry. This, 
even SolonM>n tells you, 'is your portion, than 
which there is nothing better for a man, in the 
days of his life which God giveth him, uiider the 
iun. Go thy way then, (fays he,) eat thy bread' 
with joy ,( and drink thy wine with a merry heait; 
let. thy garments be always white, and let thy 
hc^d lack no ointment. Live joyfully with the 
woman whom thou loveft all the .days of thy 
vanity, for that is thy portion in this life, and ia- 
thy labour which thou taked under the fun." 

- 15. Thus this oid ferpent, long experienced in 
the arts .of fedut^ion,. craftily interweaves his nets 
with threads of Scripture, forced from their natural 
fenfe and niifapplidl, that he may the more eaiiiy 
infnare and detain in his power unwary fouls.- 
Not being Acquainted with' his devices^ they are- 
top often, caught in them. So filent and natural 
are his fuggeftions^. that ihty mi(iakct|iem for. the 

mere 
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. mere operations of their own minds^ and never 
I fu(pe6k he has any hand in them, and fo plaudble 
&9rd (hrewd are his reafonings, that they yield to 
them with little or no reludtance. Indeed, if 
they cortfiJered and prayed to the Father of lights 
for the illumination of his Spirit, they would foon 
difcover the fallacy of his arguments; but not 
confidering, or trufting to their own underdanding, 
the grand deceiver is too cunning for them, and 
accomplifhes their ruin ere they are aware. 

17. This however, bleffcd be God, is the cafe 
with only .very few that are convinced of fin. 
The generality, we have reafon to believe, of peni- 
tent and broken hearted finners are enabled to* 
wtthftand in the evil day, to refift the devil and 
he flees from them. Laying hold on the fhield of 
faith, offered them by God, whofe gift it is, they 
repel his fiery darts and are preferved unhurt. By 
a faith of the operation of God, they fee and arc 
perfuaded that the blood of Chrijl cleanjeth from all 
fin: that thro* it, "God is faithful and juft to 
forgive us our fins, and to cleanfe us from all 
unrighteoufnefs." They fee that in Chrift all 
fulnefs dwells, that his grace is fufficient for them, 
and through this ftrengthening them, they can 
do all tilings, can overcome the world, the flefh, 
and the devil, << cleanfe them fe Ives from all filthi- 
nefs of flefti and fpirit, and perfeft holinefs in the 
fear of God." They believe " he is able to fave 
to the uttermoftall that come unto God by him," 
and that << whofoever cometh unto him, he will 
in no wife caft out." They therefore apply to 
him, and truft their guilty, depraved and wretched 
fouls to his care, and it is done unto them accord* 
ing to their faith. They find " redemption in 
his blood, the forgivenefs of fins: they are accepted 
in. the Beloved : they receive the Spirit of adoption, 
whereby they cry <<Abba Father/* andthcftw\\v 

D ^l 
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of this Spirit are love^joy^ and peace^ holinefs and 
happinefsy a preparation for and an earned of eter-> 
nai life. Thus, notwithdanding all Satan*s efforts 
to the contrary I the gofpel Jhines unto them and 
they are enlightened by it, enlightened with the 
light of life^ ** the knowledge of the gl»ry of God 
in the face of ChriO Jefus ;" and walking in the- 
light, as he is in the light, they expedt, in the 
way of univerfal holinefs, an admiflion into tho& 
heavenly maniions, where the Lord zvill be th$ir . 
everlajiing lights and their God their glory- 

1 8. And now, my brethren, having pointed out 
unto you fome of thofe many devices, whereby 
Satan beguiles unwary fouls, let noe befeech^^M to 
confider whether you are cnfnarcd by him ? Do 
not rafhiy conclude you are not, till you have 
thorougiily examined yourfelves as to all the par- 
ticulars mentioned above. And remember, if that 
gofpel which you have heard has not proved the 
power of God unto your falvation from the guilt 
and dominion of fm ; you are to this day, in one 
refpcdl or oiher, enfnared by him. Do you not 
ftiimble at the very threftiold, not being yet awak* 
ened to a true fenfe of the importance of fal- 
vation, nor deeply engaged in the purfuit of it, 
but wholly attached to and eagerly bent upon at- 
taining the tranlitory vanities of this world? Alas I 
my Brethren, how hath the god of this world 
blinded you ! Surely while you cxpeS to find 
happinefs in earthly things, whether in- riches^, 
honours^ or pleafures, you dream, as oneobferves^ 

— *' Of things impoffiblc, (coald flcep do more ?) 
Of joy perpetual, in perpetual change. 
Of liable pleafure, on the coifing wave. 
Eternal funfhine in the forms of life I •' 

Pray open your eyes ! Stop ! Confider ! It is a 
/>Jbantom jou purfue! You cannot grafp it. It 

does 
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iocs and always will elude your fond embrace. 
fFherefore do you fpend your money for that which 
is'^ot breads and your labour for that which profit cth 
not ! Turn. ye ^ turn ye ^ for why will you die ? Think, 
Oh! think what will you be profited, Jhould you 
gain even the whole world and lofe your .foul ? That 
immortal foul which Chrid hath redeemed witK 
his mod precious blood, and the value of which 
is above rubies 7 

But perhaps imprefled with a fenfe of this, yo!i 
are already refolved Xo give all diligence to make 
your calling and eleSfion fure? But are you not 
delaying the important bufinefs to what you think 
a more convenient feafon ? 






All promife is poor dilatory roan. 
And that through every ilage I ** 



Perhaps you think, 'tis time enough yet. Buf 
IS it not late enough ? Have you not already fervcd*^ 
the world, the flelh, and the devil long enough ? 
Have you not long enough rebelled againft God, 
crucified his Son afrefti, and grieved the Spirit of 
grace? Have you not been long eno;igh unholy 
and un appy^ a robber of God, and a murderer 
of your foul? Surely you have; yea too long. And 
why will you fuiFer Satan to infatuate and make 
a prey of you any longer? Confider what con- 
dition you would be in, If the Lord (hould fay^ 
•^ My Spirit (hall no longer ftrivc with that mant 
He is wedded to his Idols, let him alone : Let 
him fill up the meafure of his iniquities and ripen 
for a more aggravated deftrudVion!" And are yoU 
fure he will not doihis? May he not juftly 60 
it ? Surely he may, and you have ci^ufe to wonder 
chat it is not done already. — Befides, think, where 
you would be, (hould death, releotlefs death, flep 
in between you and repentancci aod arreft you 
ill the midft of your delays ? /\nd have ^ou ^w>] 
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afl[urancc to the contrary ? You l^now you have 
not. You are fenfiblc you have no certainty of 
living a day^ an hour^ or a moment to an end. 
Wherefore delay no longer; but, ^s *^ now is the 
accepted time^ now the day of Jdlvation^ fo^ To dayy 
%)hile it is called^ To day^ hear his^^oice^ and harden^ 
not your heart,** 

19. And take heed you do not miAakQ the way. 
Remember Chrift hath faid, " I anu the vay, no, 
man cometh untQ the Father bi)t by mc." You arc 
a (inner, a guilty, helplefs (inner, and cannot there- 
fore come to God with acceptance, but thro* 
his Son the only Mediator between him and us» 
Go not about then to ejiahlijh your own right eoujnejs^ 
hxiijubmit yourfelf to the righteoufnefs of God. *^ Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jefus Chri(^, and thou (halt be 
faved. Believe on Chriit, and thou (halt be ju(ti(ied 
by faith in Chrift:*' yea Chrift will live in thee, 
and thou (halt live indeed, (halt live a new life, 
hid with Chrijl in God; and " when Chrift thy life 
ihall appear, thou ftialt appear wi(h him in glocy*'* 

20. Once more. I befeech thee be not dijcouraged. 
Be thy tins ever (o many, ever fo aggravated, yet 
ftill, ** ftagger nof at the promife of God thro* 
unbelief/* but be thou, like Abraham, " ftrong 
in faith giving glory to God, fully. a(rured tliat 
what he hath promifed he al(b will perform." 
Now he hath promifed, that " thofc that confefi!, 
and forfakc their fins (h^ll find mercy;*' that "all 
manner of fins and blafphemies (hall be forgiven'* 
unto penitent finners ; that he will ** be.mercilul 
to their unrighteoufnefs and their fins and iniquities 
he will remember no more.'* He hath proiyiifcd 
to " cleanfe them from aJl their, filthinefs and 
from all their idols, to give them a new heart and 
put within them a new fpirit, yea to put his Spirit 
vvitliin them, thaf they may walk in his ft^tutea 

^//Jir^i^phis cooutiandments.*' Therefore, Why. 

art 
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art thou fearful, O thou of little faith, Where- 
fore doft thou doubt? O, give no place to the 
Devil. Yield not to unbelief: but reft alfured, 
in fpite of all the fuggeftions of Satan and the 
evil reafonings of fle(h and blood, that notwith- 
Handing thy guilt and weaknefs, '* he is faithful 
and juft, both to forgive thee thy fins, and to 
cleanfe thee from all unrighteoufncfs.** Putting 
thy whole truft, then, in his merits, who «« was 
delivered for thy offences, raifed for thy juOifica- 
tion" and who **cver liveth to make interceffion for 
thee" and to appear as thy advocate before the throne 
of the majefty on high ; " come with boldnefs to 
the throne of grace, and thoii (halt find mercy, and 
obtain grace to help in time of need," Thou (halt 
be jufiified from all things, (halt be regenerated 
and made a new creature : The Spirit of God and 
of glory flmll reft upon thee : and at la ft ht\r\g fanSiified 
throughout^ and filled with the fulnefs of God, 
thy fpirit, foul, and body, (hall be preferved 
Uamelefs to his heavenly Kingdom ! 
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SERMON IV. 

Olf THE 

SECOND COMING OF CHRIST. 

% THESS. 1. 8, 9. 

<* The LoKD T^sus (hall be revealed from heaven, 
with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and 
obey not the gofpel of our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
who (hall bepuni(hed with everlafting dcftrud^ion 
from the prefence of the Lord, and the glory 
of his^ power." 

1 npHE Second Coming of our Lord, and the 
JL amazing fcenes which will then be opened, 
to the everlafling confufion of his enemies, and 
the perpetual joy of his faints, are fubjeds which 
frequently occur in holy writ. The Prophets an j 
ApoAIes, Chrift and his Evangelifts, fpeak often 
and largely of thefe matters ; and though with 
fomc variety of phrafe and manner of repre* 
fentation, yet without any contradidion. And 
they all treat them, not as points of mere fpecu* 
lation, the contemplation of which has a tendenc}^ 
to encreafe our knowledge, and exalt our minds, 
but alfd and chiefly as difcoverics of the utmoft 
importance and concern to us all, which when 
cordially believed and attentively confidered, have, 
through divine grace, the moft happy influence on 
our temper and c©ndu£l. And it is highly probable 
that Cfiriftianity wbiild flourifli much more than it 
docs among us, if the Minifters of the Gofpel 
imitated, in this, their example, and led both faints 
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and finners to the more frequent and fetious con- 
federation of thofe events which will foon take 
place. 

2. Would we lucccTsfully call finners to repen- 
tance ? Like Paul preaching at Athens, we muft 
teftify that *• God hath appointed a day in which 
he will judge the world in rrghteoufnefs, "by that 
Man whom he hath ordained.'* — Would we make 
the Jtnners in Zion afraid? Would we wirti to fee 

fearfulnefs Jurtrtje the hypocrites? With the Pro* 
fjhet wc mult demand, " Wtw can endure dc« 
vourihg fire? Who can dwfell with everlaWng 
burnings ? '* Would We petfuade the delicate and 
cffetninate to felf-denial and mortification, to "cut 
off the right hand and to pluck out the right eye 
Vhich offend ? " We muft, with ottr Lord, ^e- 
mind them, that it '* is better one of their mem- 
bers (hould perifh, than that their whole body 
Should be caft into hell, ^rhere the worm dieth not 
and the fire is not quenched.*' Would we fortify 
the timorous againft the fear of rhan which always 
^ringeth ufnurcy and often leaderh into fin ? We 
tfitfft exhort thehi in <he words - of Jefus,/*<'not 
to fear thofewho can only kill the body, but rather 
to fear Him who can deftroy both body and foul 
in hell." 

3. In fhort, whether wc would roufe the carc- 
lefs, or excite the indolent, or reclaim the back- 
iflider, or comfort the diftreft, or ftrccour the tempt- 
ed, or encourage the faint hearted, err animate 
the faithful foldier of Jefus Chrift patiently to 
endure hardfiirps, courageoufly to fight his enemies, 
valiantly conquer the powers of darknefs, and 
feize the crown of everlafting life \ — we muft bring 
th^ Day af Judgment into view*, with the terrors 
df hell and the joys of heaven, and fetch our 
arguments, motives and encouragements, thence. — 
Thus will the Jtout hearted and thofe who are far 

\rQm 
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from nghieQufhefs tremble, with Felix (who was 
alarn;ied at Paul's reafonitig concerning a judgmcrifc 
to come) and enquiring " What muft we do to 
befaved?'* will ** repent and be converted, that 
their fins tnay be blotted out.*' And thus will the 
true believer rejoice in hope of the glory of God; 
and while for <• the joy that is fet before him hte 
endures the crofs and defpifes the (hame," he will 
»*give all diligence to be found of Chrift at his 
coming in peace, and without fpot and blamelefs.^' 
- 4. Since then thefc are fach neccffary ami fruit- 
iFul fubje6ls of difcdurfe,- and To repeatedly offered 
to our confideration in the facred Scriptures, \t 
may be profitable for us frequently to employ our 
thoughts upon them. That we may do it for ^ 
, few moments at this time, I have made choice 
of this moil alarming pafifage of Scripture, in 
which the Apoftle, with a view to their comfoirt 
.and fupport under their fuflTerings, puts the per- 
.fecuted Chur<:h of God at Theflfalonica, in re- 
membrance of the very different ftate of things 
^hich. would foon take place, with regard to them 
and their perfecutorsl **Ood (fays he,) will rq- 
teompenfe tribulation to thofe who trouble you, 
and to you who are troubled, reft with us, when 
die Lord Jefus (hall be revealedi with his mighty 
angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them 
that know not God, and obey not the gofpel qi 
our Lord Jefus Chrtft; who (adds he) (hall be 
punished with everlafting dcftrudlion from the prc- 
> fence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power,.^' 

Ii> thcfe words we have,. 

I. The CerUiiniy aod Matmer of 4H1T Loro'« 
/Second Coming. 

II. The C3)ara5fer of them who fhall then be 
• the objefts of his wrath. 
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III. The Nature and Duration of the puniflv«. 
inent which he will infli6t upon them. 

Thefc arc all very important points, and well 
deferve our moil ferious confideration. 

In this Difcourfe I fhall confine myfelf to the 
firft of them, viz. 

I. The Certainty and Manner of our Lord's 
^Second Coming. 

1. As to the Certainty of his Second Comings 
they who read and credit the Oracles of God, 
can entertain no doubt at all concerning it. It t% 
there foretold and defcribed fo frequently and 
clearly, and with fuch variety of method and ex- 
preflfiun, that the moft carelefs reader can hardly 
avoid obferving and undcrftanding it. If there- 
fore I produce fome Scripture-te(Kmomes of this 
Truth, it is not fo much with a view to illuftrate 
and confirm it, as to imprefs fo ufeful a fubjedb 
more deeply upon our minds, for it is too manifeft, 
that it may be believed and underAood, where it 
has, by no means, its proper influence. 

2. I obferve then, that this event was foretold 
by the ancient Prophets, as well as by Chrift and 
his Apofties. Even •* Enoch of old prophefied> 
faying, Behold the Lord cometh with ten thoufand 
of his Saints, to execute judgment upon all." A 
truth this of which the Pialmift was not ignorant^ 
for in the 50th Pfalm, he teftifies,. ** Our God 
ihali come, and ihali not keep licence: a fire fhalt! 
devour before him, and it (hall be very tcmpef- 
tuous round about him : he fhall call the heavens 
from above and the earthy that he may judge his 
people." Thefe predidions, fa clear and exprefs. 
that their fenfe muft be obvious to all, are con- 
£rm€d and illuflrated by the teflimony of Daniel,^ 
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eliap. vii, vcr. 9, 10. " I beheld (fays he) till the 
thrones were caft down, and the Ancient of Days 
did fir, whofe garment was white as fnow, and the 
hair of his head like the pure wool ; his throne 
was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning 
fire ; a fiery ftrcam ifl*ued and came forth from be- 
fore him: thoufand thoufands miniftered untohim,^ 
and ten thoufand times ten thoufand f^ood before 
him : the judgment was fct, and the books wene 
opened ! ^ What a fublime and inimitably grand 
^cfcription have we here, mixed with admirable 
implicity ? How far does it exce d, in- thefe re- 
fpeds, every thing to be met with in merely human* 
compofitian»? How plainly does it appear to have 
been the efTeiSV, not of genius and art, but of a^ 
mind,, through the influences of the divine Spirit,, 
elevated with the grandeur,, awed vi ith the majefty^ 
and flruck with the terror of the fubje6l, 

3. Thefe ancient prophecies of our Lord's (e- 
cond coming have the fandlton- of his own au-^ 
thoriry, not only as being infpired by him, but as^ 
being confirmed by moi\ exprcfs declarations, de- 
livered by himfelfy as well while upon earth as- 
after his afcenfion into heaven^ and that both be- 
fore friends and enemies. I fliall produce only 
two or three of thefe as fpccimens of the reft. Thus- 
when Garaphas, the Elders and Scribes, had the 
boldnef?, er prefumptuous^ wickedncfs rather, to* 
call their Creator and final Judge to take his trial 
at their tribunal ; before thefe he tcftified, " Here- 
after (hall ye fee the Son of Man fitting on the- 
right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of 
J^eaven." To his friends andifolldwer», he often 
foretold the fame event, though with a diflFcrent 
view,, not merely to convince and^ alarm, but alfo* 
and efpecially to comfort and encourage them*. 
Thus, when pi-edicting and defcribing the de- 
ftfiuAion of Jerufalem, and the ruin of the J«wi(hi 
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church and polity, he Hides (as it were) jnr€n{]bl3r 
into this important fubje6t typified by that, de» 
claringy ** After the tribulation of thofe days, th4c 
•fun fliall be darkened and the moonfhall not give 
her light, and the ilars (hall fall from heaven, and 
the powers of heaven (hall be^ibaken ; and then 
Ihall appear the fign of the Son of Man in heavens 
then (hall all the tribes of the earth viourn, and 
they (hall fee the Son of Man coming in the clouds 
of heaven with power and great glory " And in 
the next chapter, (Matt, xxv.) which itfccms con- 
tains the lad public difcourfe our Lord delivered 
before he was offered up^ he declires to aU, 
"«* When the Son of Man (hall come in his glory, 
and all the holy angels with him; then (hall he 
lit upon the throne of his glory, and before liim 
ihall be gathered all nations." 

4. To thefe exprefs and particular declarations 
delivered by our Lord, while he tabernacled upon 
earth in his date of humiliation, we may fubjoin 
his tcftimony from heaven, after he entered upon 
his (late of exaltation^ and was invefted with all 
power in heaven and on earth. The faithful and 
true Witnefs^ the Alpha and Omega, when he takes 
his folemn leave of us, in the conclulion of the 
records of Truth, teftifics both to his friends and 
foes, ** Behold, i come quickly, blcfTcd is he 
that keepeth the fayings of the prophecy of thi^ 
book." And again, *< Behold, I come quickly, 
and my reward is with me, to give unto every 
man according as his work (hall be." And 
yet again, He that tejiifieth thefe things, faith y Surely 
J come quickly, I'o which the church replica, 
«* Amen ; fo come, Lord Jefus." Thus by three 
tcilimonies from the lips of Eternal Veracity, is 
this glorious truth e(labli(hed. 

5. But that a dodlrine fo fuperior to reafon, and 
3ret abfolutely certain and deeply intere&ing, might 
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"Want no kind of evidence calculated to gain it 
credit, meffengers were fent immediately from 
heaven to bear 'witnefs to it. Thus when our 
Lord had given his Apodles their laft commiiTion^ 
and << while they beheld, he was taken up from 
themy a cloud receiving him outof their light; while 
they looked Aedfadly toward heaven as he went 
up, behold two men ftood by them in white ap. 
parel, who alfo faid, \e men of Galilee, why 
itand ye gazing up into heaven ? This fame Je- 
fus who is taken up from you into heaven, (hall 
- fo come in like manner as you have feen him go 
into heaven." 

6. This teftimony of the holy Angels, or of 
the Spirits of the Juft made perfect, is frequently 
confirmed by that of the Holy Spirit in the mouths 
of the ApoHles. But as I would not be tedious, 
I forbear to quote any particular paflages, chufmg 
rather to re^r you to their fermons, as recorded 
by St. Lriike in the Afts, and to their various 
epiftlesj where you frequently meet with niany 
glorious defcriptions of this grand event. The 
teftimonies already produced are more than fuf«. 
iicient, not only to eilablifh us in the firm belief 
of this comfortable truth, but alfo (which is mofl 
wanting) to imprefs it deeply upon our minds. Good 
reafon have we to fettle it in our hearts, that as 
our Lord is ** gone before to prepare a place for 
Us, fo he will come again to receive us to himfelf, 
that where he is we may be alfo ; that to thofc 
who look for him he wil} appear the fecond time 
without fin unto falvation.*' Yes, 

" At the deftin'd period (ball return 

He, once on earth, who bled for human guilt,^ 
And with him all our triumph o'er the tomb.** 

For then will he " change our vile bodies and 
render ihcm like unto his glorious body." Theii 
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will he '* be glorifkd in 1ms faints^ and admiretC 
in all that bclrevc." 

7. Let us reft aifured then, tha' **the vifion h 
for an appotnred time, yet in the end it (hall: 
Ipeak and (hall not He." Whenjhe exatft period 
fliatl arrive indeed we know not, nor can we ey- 
pe6t to know, (ince (as our Lord a(fuFes usj it 19 
kept a fecret not only from all the men upon earth,, 
but likewife from aH the angels in heaven. But 
this we know, ft will only be deferred till the 
tnjftery of God Jhall be finijbed ; till the prophecies 
fhall be all fulBlIed, and a fufficicnt number re* 
deemed from among tncn. — If therefore any fcof- 
fcrs arife in thefe laft days, *• walking after their 
own lufts, and faying, Where i« the promife of 
his coming ? for ever lince the Fathers fell aileep,. 
all things continue as rl>ey were*." we reply,. 
^* One day is with the Lord as a thoufand years,, 
and a thoufand years as on^ day." No time is 
long or ftiort with him who is Eternal: He can 
do the work of a thoufand years in one day, and 
a thoufand years, nay, the longeft time, is no de*^ 
lay to him. He is not therefore *^ (low concern- 
ing his promife of coming again, tho' fome men 
count it (lownefs; but he is long-fufFering to us^ 
ivard, not willing that any (hould perilh, biit ra«- 
ther that all (hould come to repentance." 

8. ** But the day of the Lord will* come," and 
that fuddenly and unexpcdkdly, ** as a thief in 
the night, fo tha-i when men (hall fay. Peace and' 
£cfety^ then fudden deft ruction cpmeth upon them 
as travail upon a woman nith child, and they 
Ihall not efcape." For, *' Behold (fays J.efus) I 
come as a thief," at unawares, and "At fuch an 
hour as ye think not the Son of Man cometh. — 
Ble(red is he, therefore, that watcheth and keepetb 
his garments, left he walk naked, and they fee hii^ 
ifl^iamc. Watch we, therefore, for we know not 
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%t what hour our Lord doth come. For if we 
will not watchy he will come as a ttiief^ and we 
fhall not know what hour he wHl come upon us.. 
If, like the evil fervant, we fay in our heart. Our 
Lord delayeth his coming, and begin to fmice our 
fellow-fervants, and to ent and drink with the 
drunken^ our Lord fhall come in a day when we 
look not for htm, and in an hour that we are not 
aware of^ and will cut us afunder^ and appoint 
us our portion with hypocrites and unbelievers*. 
Therd (hall be weeping and gnafiiing of teeth/' 

The Certainty of our Lord's fecond coming be- 
ing evident beyond contradidlion or difpute to all 
who credit the holy Scriptures, I proceed, as was^ 
propofed, to enquire next, more particularly,^ into 
ihe Manner of his coming, according to the pepre- 
fcntation givc|i of it in our text. For this too iJ^ 
doubtlefs a fubjefl: of enquiry well worthy the at- 
tention of alt who love our Lord Jefus in (in« 
cerity, to whom nothing that concerns him» wil) 
appear trivial or unimportant. ConGder we theiv 

2dly. In what form, with what attendants i and 
in what circumjiances he will appear. 

I. Will God's Eternal Son again for our fake* 
diveft himfelf of his glory, relinquifh his felicity^ 
aflfume our nature and fuffer in our (lead ? Being 
made fiejh^ will the Creator of all again become 
deftitute of every earthly accommodation, fo a» 
not even to have " a place where to lay his head,'* 
tho* the very «* foxes have .holes arid the birds of 
the air have nefts ?" Will he again endure hunger 
and thlrft, cold and nakednefs, wearinefs and 
hardfhip of every kind ? Will the fovereign Lord 
of the Univerfe, and the final Judge of Angela 
and of Men, again fufFer himfelf to be appre- 
hended by his creatures, arraigned, tried and con*- 
demned ; to be infulted, fpit upon; fcourged andf 

Ciuci&cd V 



%i THE SinrOND CODING 

crucified? Will the ever-blc(fcd Jefus agairt gfoarif 
under a mountain of guilt» and fuf^airr the wratK 
of incenfed juftice, till he is conftrained to con- 
fcfs, that his *< foul is exceeding forrowful," and 
«' fweat, as it were, great drops of blood ?'* Will 
the Prince of Life Dgain fuffer the pangs of death, 
and the Light of the World go out jn darkncfs ? ' 
2. Oh, no! Thofe days of his humiliation and 
forrow.arc paft^ and will return no more. For 
having vanquifhed his and our enemies upon th& 
crofs, and led them in triumph et his chariot 
wheels, when he afcended far above all heavens, 
in reward of his vidiorious fufFerings, he is in* 
vefted with power ar\d dominion irrefiftible and 
eternal, and is raifcd to a throne of glory at thp 
Father's right-hand. Bccaufc when «< he was in 
the form of God, he emptied himfelf, taking the 
form of a fervant, being made in the Ukenefs of 
men ; and I eing found in the fafliipn of a man^ 
humbled himfelf, becoming obedient unto death 
even the death of the crofs ; therefore God alfo 
hath highly exalted him, and given him a nattie 
above eveiy name, that at the name of Jeful 
every knee (hould bow, of| thofe in heaven, and 
thofe in earth, and thofe under the earth, and 
every tongue fhoiild confefs tb^ Jefus Chrift is 
Lord, to the Glory of God the Father." And 
now he reigns in blifs and glory fupreme, Sove- 
reign of angels and men. King of kings, and 
Lord of lords. The governitient of the univcrfc 
ref^s upon his (houlders, and all perfons and 
things are at his difpofal and under his diredlion. 

3. This dignity and glory of ouT exalted Lord 
is^ however, hid from the world ; and herrce their 
cKfobedience to his commands, contempt of his^ 
authority, and neglect of his falvation. But at his- 
fecond coming he will be manifefted in all his ex-- 
ccUem majefty>. and therefore it is called thc.reve^ 



lation of Jefus Chrift. For thcti it will be re- 
vealed, to the eternal confufion of his foes, and 
the perpetual joy of his redeemed, what he is and 
will for ever be. Then will he blaze forth 

** In all the fplendour of the Deity ! 

Darken the fun, confound the brightefl (lar. 
His Father's image perfedlly exprcft ! 
The nations then (hall own hini for their God, 
And the whole world confefs th' almighty Judge.** 

Then will it be feen whom they infulted and re- 
viled, when they faid, << Hail, King of the Jews," 
and, — " He faved others, himfelf he cannot favc." 
Then will it appear for whofe blood they cla- 
inoiired, w)ien they cried out, " Away with him, 
away with him; crucify hin^ crucify him." Then 
will Pilate fee who it was that he condemned to 
die, and Caiaphas whom he charged with blaf- 
^jhemy. Yea, then will the whole race of im- 
penitent tranfgreffors acknowledge, however rc- 
ludlant, the dignity and power of that man, whom 
they refufed to reign over them. For then will he 
be revealed 0s the effulgence of his Father's gUiy, 
and the exprefs image of his perfon^ even as God over 
ally huffed for ever^ poffeffed of infinite and un- 
limited authority, and all pofTible perfedlions 1 

*' Ah, how unlike 



The Babe of •Bethkhera ! how unlike the man 
That groan'd on Cajvary ! Yet he it is. — 
That man of forrows ! Ah, how chang'd !" 

4. Concerning this matter we can have no doubt 
at all, the Scripture is fo full and exprefs upon the 
head. The paflbges above quoted, and which I 
need not here repeat, are a fufEcient confirmation 
of it. Our Lord there fpeaks of his ** fitting on 
the right-hand of power, and coming in the clouds 
of heaven :** and again, of his " coming in the 

clouds 
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clouds of heaven with power and great glorjr ^'' 
and yet again, of his ** coming in his elory with 
all his holy angels with him, when he will fit 
upon the throne of his glory." I (hall only add 
here, jufl fuch was the reprefentation of him made 
to St. John when he ** faw heaven opened, and, 
behold, a white horfe, and he that fat upon him was 
called Faithful and True. His eyes were as a 
flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns, 
and he had a name written which no man knew 
but himfelf, and he was clothed with a vedure 
dipt in blood, and his name is called The Word 
of God. And out of his mouth went a (harp two-- 
edged fword, that with ic he ihould fmrte the na- 
tions, and he (hall rule them with a rod of iron : 
and he treadeth the wine-prefs of the (lercenefs of 
the wrath of Almighty God- And he hath on his 
veflure, and on his thigh, a name written^ King 
OF Kings, and Lord of Lokds." 

5. What a glorious difcovery was here afibrded 
the Apoftle ! What a grand and moft fublime de- 
fcription does he give us! What an auguft Per- 
fonage is here reprefcnted to our view! Bat, ah I 
how much more will the reprefentation fir ike u* 
■when it is made by Chrift in perfon, and we 
(hall fee him as he is ! — Shall lee heaven open, 
and the Son of God in the pomp of Majefty incff* 
able defcending ! — Shall (ee^ 

*• On an empyreal, flying throne. 

Awfully rais'd, heav'n's everlafting Son! 
Virtue, dominion, praife, omnipocence. 
Support the train of^ their triumphant Prince ; 
Night Ihades the iolemn arches of his brows. 
And on his check the purple morning glows !" 

And now what is all the fulfomc pride of human 
grcatnefs, and the afFcdlcd pomp which decorate* 

WOTIU^ 
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•Vorms of the earth, to this inherent dignity and 
ineffable majefty of the glorious Redeemer ! Ah, 
how does this refulgent Sun of Righteoufnefs, thus 
beaming forth in his meridian glory, eclipfe all the 
borrowed brightnefs of feeble mortals 1 Surely all 
the renown'd Statefmen^ vidtorious Generals, fam- 
ed Conquerors, powerful Emperors, and mighty 
Monarchs which have ever dignified the annals of 
human hiftory, and (hone with faint rays during 
the dreary night of this world, (hall difappear in 
the prefence of this God of Glory, when at the 
morning of the refutreftion, the day of Eternity 
dawns upon us, juft as the ftars vahi(h before the 
rifmg fun i Ah I how will all the '* Kings of the 
earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and 
the chief captains, and the mighty men," be then 
afliaflned of that vain -grandeur, on account of 
tvhich they valued themfelyes, and confounded at 
their fooli(h and unreafonable pride, while they 
who pierced him, andnegle£led his great falvation^ 
Aall wail becaufe of him ! 

6. But further. To give us a ftill clearer view of 
the dignity of our exalted Saviour, and the glorf 
of his Second Coming, bcfidcs his perjonal ex- 
cellencies and divine majefty, which will be then 
fully difplayed, his Attendants are likewife men- 
tioned in our text, and in other parts of Scripture^ 
and therefore fhoukl not be paflTed over in (ilcncc ; 
for they will yet more illuftrate that glorious day 
of his triumph. — We have already fecn how 1^ 
(hall be revealed, from heaven y which (hall fas it 
were) unfold its crylial ports, or cleave its ftarry 
plains afunder, and difcover inftantly to our 
view a "great white throne, and him who fits 
upon it, from whofe face heaven and earth flee 
away, and there is no place found for them ;*' and 
at the light of whom, con (Vernation, -terror and 
difmay (hall overwhelm the ungodly, and cxtia- 
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guifli every gleam of comfort and ray of hopdV 
But the Apoftlc further fays in our text, that he 
(hall he atrertded with his mighty Angels^ a cir^ 
cumftance which is atteftcd by our Lord himfelf 
In the predictions he gave whil^ upon earth of' 
his Second Coming, (as quoted aboveJ,) ahd which 
he likewife included in the reprefentat'on of that 
event made to his fervants Daniel and John. The 
latter of whom tells us, he faw " the armies of 
heaven following him, clothed in fine linen whitt 
and clean ; " and the former " beheld thoufiShd 
thoufands miniftering unto him, and ten thoufand' 
times ten thoufand landing before him." What 
a glorious retinue have we here! How diflerent 
from the twelve poor filhermen who attended 
(fhall I fay ?j or rather dcfetted him in his days 
©f humiliation ! Ah me ! in hoW different a chai. 
radler, and in what different circumflancesy doeft 
the Saviour now appear 1 

*' How chang'd from him who meekly proftrate laid^ 
VouchfaPd to waih the feet himfelf had made : 
From him who was forfook, betray'd, deny'd ; 
languifh'd, pray'4> bled, thirfted, groan'd, 
and died ; " . ' 

Hung, pierc'd and bire, infulted by the foe. 
All heaven in tears above, earth unconcerned 
below ! " 

7. Thefe his holy angels will not only accoro* 
pany him as attendants upon his perfon, to mani-- 
feft his divine power and authority, and to difplay 
his royal grandeur and magnificence, but likewifp 
as minifters of his will, to execute his purpofes of 
love to his people and of wrath to his enemies. 
Thefe, as harbingers of his glory, fhall prepare 
the way before him, and make ready for the ap- 
pearance of the Univerfal Judge! ** I faw Tfays 
the Apoflle John) a mighty Angel come down frona 

heaven. 
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he.iven, clothed wi.tb ^ cloMd, a,nd.arain-bow upon 
his head, and his face was as the fun, and his feet 
as pillars of fire, and be fet bis right foot upon the 
(ea and bis left foot tipon the earth, and cried with 
v^^ loud voice as when a lion roarqth, and when he^ 
b^d cried, feven thunders utteced their voices. 
And he lifted up his hand to heaven, and fware 
t;jy hian that liveth for ever and ever, who created, 
heaven and earth and the fea, that there (hould be. 
time no longer ; but the myftery of God (houldi 
be finUhed, as he had declared to bis fervants thp 
prophets." 

And now before. 




•* In, grandeur terrible all heaven defcend, 
A fwift archangel with his golden wing. 
As clouds and blots, that darken and difgrace 
The fcene diviae, I weeps ftars and funs afide : 
And thus, all drofs remov'd, heaven's own pure day^ 
Full on the confines of our Ether fiaines." 

8. Prepajration being thus made, the Son of 
Mai) appears <<in hiaglory^and all his holy angel% 
with him." And no\y he fends thefe ** his angels 
with a great found of a trumpet, and they gathec 
together his eletSl froix) one en<;l of heavef^ to the 
other." And as they are employed, as the in- 
Aruments of his good- will and cpndefcending grace 
to hjs redeemed, whom they will feparate from 
the world, and gather as wheat info his garner ; fa 
likewife (hall they be the minifters of his vengeance 
to the wicked, whom at the ti n c of the general 
harveft, they (hall gather together lite tares^ and 
bind Jn. bundles to burn them. Yes, at the end- of 
the world, *' the Son of Man (hall fend forth his 
angels, and they (hall gather out of his kingdom 
all things that ogend, 2^nd them who do iniquity,* 
and gaft them into a furnace of fire, there (Jiall be 
weeping and wailing and gna(hing qf teeth." 
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9. Another circumftance mentioned in our text. 
attending our Lord's Second Coming, (and the laft 
I (hall now take notice of,) is, that he (hall be re« 
vealed in flaming fire. This particular was alfo 
reprefented to Daniel, in that prophetic vifion; 
which God gave him of Chrift's coming. He faw 
(as he tells us) " his throne like the fiery flame, 
and his wheels as burning fire, while a fiery Aream 
ifllied and came forth from before him "—As of 
old "the Lord rained upon Sodom and Gomorrah, 
brimftone and fire from the Lord out of heaven, 
and overthrew thofe cities, and all the plain, and 
all the inhabitants of thofe cities, and that which 
grew upon the ground," fo at the confummation 
of all things, when he arifcs to (hake terribly the 
earth, with that fiery dream which iffues and 
comes forth from before him, he will ** burn Up 
the earth with its increafe, and melt down the 
foundations of the mountains ; " yea, ** a fire 
fhall be kindled in his anger, ijchich (hall burn to 
fhe nethermoft hell, — ^(hall burn and (hall not be 
quenched/* We know that *« the heavens and the 
earth which now are, ate by the word of God kept 
in ftore, refcrved unto fire againft the day of judg- 
m«nt and perdition of ungodly men." And when 
that period arrives, while the " heavens pafs away 
with a great noife, and the elements melt with 
fervent heat, the earth and all its works (hall bo 
totally burnt up." ^ 

-. " At that deftin'd hour. 

By the loud trumpet fmnmon'd to the charge, 
See all the formidable fons of fire. 
Eruptions, earthquakes, comets, lightnings, plajr 
Their various engines ; all at once difgorgc 
Their blazing magazines, and take by ftprm 
*i his poor, terreftrial citadel of man.** 

10. To add the greater terror to this moft Xtu 
tWIc period, the Scriptures rcprefent it as happen- 
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f ng at midnight — ** At midnight (fays Jcfus) there 

ivas a cry made. Behold the Bridegroom Cometh^ 

go yc forth to meet him." And perhaps the 

Apullle, in his iirft Epil^le to the Theflfalonians, 

intimates the fame, where he fays, " Of the timca 

and feafons ye have no need that I (hould write 

unto you, for ye yourfelves know perfedtly, that 

the day of the Lord fo cometh as a thief in the 

flight." — *T is true, this cannot be the cafe with.re- 

fpedV to the whole earth, it ing always day in 

one part or other of it : But it may be the cafe 

y^'ith regard to thofe parts of the earth which are 

moft inhabited, and have been moft favoured with 

the light of the Gofpcl. Thefe may be enveloped 

vith the difmal (hades of darknefs, when this 

awful day inftantly blazes forth. So it feems eur 

Poet, whofe fentiments on this fubjedV are always 

as juft as they are ftriking, and whom, therefore, 

I can hardly quote too often, fuppofed when he 

laid, — 



•4f 



At midnight, when mankind are wrapt in peace. 
And worldly fancy fjeds on golden dreams ; 
At midnight, 'tis prelumM, this fcene will burll 
From tenfold darknc's, fudden as the fpark 
From fmltten fteel, from nitrous grain the b'aze ; 
' Man ftarcing from his couch, ihali ileep no more.'' 

It. Then, as was reprefented to St. John, 
" (hall there be a great earthquake, and the fun 
(hall become black as fackcloth of hair, and the 
moon (hall become as blood, and the ftars of 
heaven (hall fall unto the earth, even as a figtree 
cal\eth her untimely figs, when (he is (haken of a 
migiity wind. And the heavens (hall depart as a 
(croU when it is rolled together, and every moun- 
tain and ifland (hall be moved out of their place : 
And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and 
the rich men, and the chief captains, and the migh« 
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ty men, and every bondman, and every freeman, 
ihall hide themfelves in the dens and in the rocks 
of the mountains, and fiiall fay to the mountains 
and rocks. Fall on us, and hide us from the face 
of him that iitteth upon the throne, and from the 
vrath of the Lamb : for the great day of his wrath 
is come, and who (hall be able to (land.'* Who, 
indeed, when 

^' Above, beneath/ aroandy amazement all ! 
Terror and glory join'd in their extremes! 
Our God in grandeur, and our world on £re !" 

12. And now let us turn afide and fee this great 
fight. Let us (land Hill and confider this (oleinn. 
fcene here opened to our view ! By the help of 
that faith which is the evidence of things not feen, 
let us contemplate the awful majefty and terrible 
grandeur of this day, if our weak fcnfes can en- 
dure the dreadful glory of its light, or ouf feeble 
faculties fuOain the effulgence of its over-power- 
ing brightnefs and aftonifhing terrors. — Ah !. how . 
mud it furprixe and alarm the fecure (inner, and 
how mu(l it ftrike all men with amazement and 
awe, in the dead of night, to be fuddenly awaked 
out of the repofe of their la(l fleep, by the con- 
fufed noife and deafening roar of trumpets found- 
ing, thunders grumbling, ftars rufhing, demerits 
melting, waves dafliing, the fca to(nng, and thq 
earth quaking ! Ah ! how will the ftouteft heart 
fail for fear, and (ink with horrible dread, to hear 
the fudden cru(h of worlds, and behold the wreck 
of univerfal nature ! To fee 

■ ■ " Each mountain height 
Outburn Vefuvius ; rocks eternal poor 
Their melted mafs, as rivers once they poar'd ; 
Stars ruih, and fxnal ruin fiercely drive 
Her plowihare o'er creation 1 " 

How 
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How will the. ftubborn infidel, who treated thefe 
difcoveries as the inventions of fancy, and the har- 
dened finner, who defpifed and negledled them ; 
ah ! how will they dart from the (lumbers of mid- 
i\jghty the bed of debauching pleafures, or the 
couch of rioting and revelling excefs, in wild af- 
fright and diforder, when they fhall behold with 
their eyes, and feel, to their forrow, what once 
they would not believe, or wilfully forgot ! Now 
ithey can dift>elieve and forget no longer. The 
great and terrible day of the Lord Is arrived. 

*' The fatal period, the great hour is come. 
And Nature fhrinks at her appreaching doom ; 
Loud peals of thunder give the fign, and all 
His terrors in array furroon^ the ball t 
Sharp lightnings with the m^ors blaze confpire, ' 
And darting downward fet tlie world on fire!'' 

I 

rJow the day is aSually "come, which burns as. 
an oven, and all the proud, (all infidels) and all 
that do wickedly, (all impenitent finners,) fhall 
be as ftubble : The day is come that jliall 
burn them up, and leave them neither root nor 
branch." 

13. ** Bk)w ye the trumpet in Zion, found sn 
alarm in the holy Mountain ; let all the Inha- 
bitants of the land tremble, for the day of the 
Lord cometh, for it is nigh at hand: a day of 
darknefs and of g]oomine(s ; a day of clouds and 
of thick darkneis ! " Jefus defcends with hi§ 
holy angels ; *< a fire devoureth before them, and 
behind them a flame burneth.*' See, ye bliod, 
the vi<Sorious blaze of irrefiftible and alUconquer- 
ing fire ! It rends the rocks, confumes the forefts, 
melts down the mountains, lays cities, yea whole 
kingdoms in afiies, and envelopes the whole earthi 
Behold^ it riCes, fwclls, fpreads, and overwhelms 

E all 
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all witb an univeirlal deluge \ While in the metn 
tttnCf 

'* Black »&ag clouds the thickea'd eiher choke. 
And Tpky flames (hoot tkro' che coliio^ fmokcj 
With keen vlbratioAs cut the fdien aiehtt 
And ftreak the darkea'd &y with dreadful light.** 

Hear, ye deaf, the re-bcllowmg growl and aggra^ 
vated roar of hoarffc- muttering thuader, the mighty 
voice of Che great Archangel, and the all-alarmipg 
trump of God i Feel, ye ftoirt-heartcd, the earth 
quaking and opening, the mountains trembling and 
removing, the hills reeling and (inking, the val« 
lies heaving and riling! Feel, or be for ever har* 
dened, the (hock of conflidting elements, and the 
dafl) of ruined worlds ! 

14. Awake! awake] ye (leepy finners! ihake 
ofF your fatal flumbers! Arife from the bed jof 
floth, arid the lap of enchanting pleafures ! Hafte, 
bade, and flee for fhelcer from this day of wrath 
and unrelenting fury i If you delay till this day 
overtake you,, then, alas! whither can you flee? 
The earth quiakes, trembles, and opens under 
yoor feet ; the ftorm of divine vengeance lowers 
3nd fcurfls upon your guilty heads, and ruin and 
perdition furround you on every hand ! The frown- 
ing Judge, whofe juft indignation you have pro- 
voked, and whofe almighty wrath your fins have 
Kindled, fixes his piercing tye upon you, and 
m^rks you out as the butt, at which he will (hoot 
his fiery arrows, and dire£l the thunder-bolts of 
his cverlafting indignation^ And now 'tis in vain 
to cry to the rocks and mountains ro fall upon you 
and hide you \. the rocks and mountains rend and 
cjeave. affunder, yea, flee away, and leave you 
deftitute and forfaken, expofed to all the artillery 
of omnipotent fury, and ip the midft of dark and 
£ery torment, 

w Oh 
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15. Ohf that men were wife^ that they underjiood 
this^ that they would conjider their latter end ! Oh, 
that they would lay thefe things to hearty and 
^< take heed left at any time their hearts be over- 
rharged with furfeiting and drunkennefs, and the 
cares of this life, and (o that day come upon them 
unawares, for as a fnare (hall it come upon all 
them that dwell upon the face of the earth !" Oh, 
that they would << watch and pray always, that 
they might efcape thofe things which are coming 
upon the earth, and ftand before the Son of Many 
with joy and not with grief!*' 
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SERMON V. 

THE CHARACTER 

OF THOSK 

WHO SHALL BE CONDEMNED 

Br 

CHRIST 

AT HIS COMING. 



a THESS. I. 7, 8. 

I 

^« The Lord Jcfus (hall be revealed from heaven^ 
with his mighty angels, in flaming Bre, taking 
vengeance on them that know not God,' and 
obey not thegofpelof our Lord Jefus Chrift.** 

1. TT being abfolutely certain that our Lord 
A will come again, and when he comes, will 
be revealed in all the glory of his majefty, and in 
all the terror of his juftice ; not properly in the 
chara^er of a Saviour^ but in that of a Judge^ to 
examine into the conduct of all mankind, and 
pafs a final fentence upon them according to their 
works ; — it furely concerns all men to lay thefe 
things to heart, and to prepare for his appearing. 
And it equally concerns us not to defer this buii- 
nefs, not only becaufe what is always reafonable 
and fit to be dpne^ cannot be done too foon ; but 

E 3 \it.c^\&^ 
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becaufe a delay may be of the mod dangerous cort'' 
fcqucnce, for at " fuch an hour a« ^e thihit 
not, the Son of Man cometh** to^all us hence by 
• death, as well -as to judg6 the world in righteouf- 
nefs, and if, when he cometh, be find us unpre- 
pared, we are undone for ^ver. 

2. And yet (dreadful to fayf) almoft all man- 
kind live from day to day in entire forgetfulnefs ot 
total negledt of this matter! While every thing 
el fe, however tri^ng and impertinent, is ftadi- 
Gufly and eagerly profecuted, this is almoft uni'^ 
verfally difregarded. The; toy of bufinefs is dili- 
gently attended, the phantom of honour unwea* 
jicdly purfued,. the enehaotments of pleafure af- 
fiduoufly courted, the dream of amufement follci- 
toufly fought ; in (hort, the tfcings^ of time and 
fenfc, tho' tranfitory in their duration, uncertain^ 
in their ftay, unfatisfa^dory in their nature, and 
even perplexing in their enjoyment ; the/e engage 
the attention and e^grofs the anedlibns of hijgh ancf 
low, young and old, rich and poor. — In the mean 
ttme, our immortal intercfis, the favour of ouir 
God, and the eternal sd vantages and pleafure^ of 
Kligioft> are generally buried ieoblivien and rieg^^ 
led'ed. Unreafonable is this coiidu<£t indeed, but 
too certainly may it be lard to the charge of the 
generality of mankind, whofe whole behaviour 
clearly demonilrates that they are more inteiU 
upon providing for therr momentary abodt on 
earth, than their everlafting. exiftcnce in heaven » 
and on> fecuring the favour and a^pplaufe of their 
fellow- worms, than the good-will and approbation 
©f their final Judge I But in this refpeft*^ let not 
a; follow the multitude to do evil, to ofiend our 
God and throw away our own fouls ! Nay rather, 
let us take care to be thofe perfons whom the Lord 
will acquit and reward at his coming, that we may 
m^Ac our appearance at his bar with joy and no'fe 
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f^i Bat who are thofe perfons ? and wliat cha- 
radcr d6 they bear ? To kAow this wc have only 
to enqui^e whom the Lord Jcfds will condemn at 
his coming, for the charader of thefe is cxz&iy* 
the rcverfc of that of the former. Now this is 
defcribed in the words of our text, and that very 
fully and clearly, altho' at the fame time with 
great brevity. The Apoftle tells us that Chrift, 
when he is rcTcalcd, will <Vtakc vengeance on them 
that know not GckJ, and obey not the gofpel of 
our. Lord Jefus Chrtft." Having then already con-* 
iidered the Certainty and Manner of our Lord's Se- 
cond Coming, I proceed, as was propofed. 

Secondly, To enquire hito the CharaBer of 
thofe who fhall be condemned at his coming to mi- 
iery and perdition. The Apoftle informs usy 

I (l« They, know not God. And^ 
2dly. They bbey not thf Gofpel. 

And, I ft. They know not God. 

1. There is hardly any fubjcd within the whole 
compafs of religien, concerning which people in 
general are ^ grofsly midaken as the knowledge tf 
God. All men profefs to know God, tho* alas! the 
generality by unholy tempers and wicked works, 
contradtdt that profeffion, and prove themfelves to 
be entire Grangers to him.**-*--^If a man have but 
heard or read a little about the Author of his be- 
ing, if he do but believe htB exiftence and perfcC-* 
tions, he forthwith concludes that he knows God, 
afid is very much offended, if you prefume to c*ll 
his knowledge of him in qucftion? tho' at tlie 
fame time, this pretended acquaintance with his- 
Maker, has no happy influence upon his fpirit and 
behaviour, but they are iuft the fame, which one 
might fuppofc they would be, if he were a mere 
Athciil in the world. 

E 4r aw"^>^s} 
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2. Tho' he profcffcs to be perfuaded of the in- 
finite glory and ineffable majeAy of the eternal 
Jehovah, yet he docs not inwardly reverence and 
humbly adore him ; but b light and trifling, (lupid 
and infenfiblcy perhaps, even in his immediate 
Prefence, and during the folemnity of his divine 
worfhip. Tho' he declares his affent to the im- 
maculate holinefs and inflexible juilice of the 
righteous Governor and final Judge of the world, 
yet he is not abafed under a fenfe of his finful- 
refi and guilt, nor does he abhor himfelf as in 

- dull and aOies ; but he is proud and impenitent, 
prefuming upon the goodnefs of his heart, if his 
life have not been altogether blamelefs, and laying 

. his own righteoufnefs as the foundation of his ac- 
ceptance with God. Tho' (he thinks) he has no 
doubt at all of the boundlcfs mercy and incom* 
preher^fible love of God in Chrift ; yet he docs 
not chearfully truft him with Ifumble confidence, 
and joyfully praife him with grateful acknowledg- 
ments ; the pure flame of divine love does not 
glow upon the altar of his heart, nor does he de- 
vote his body and foul as a living facrifice to God 
by Jefus Chrift. But, on the contrary, he dcf- 
ponds and repines under dark and afflidive difp^n- 

. fations of Providence, while he ungratefully ad- 
mits the vain world, Jehovah's rival, to ihare, 
yea, engrofs his affed^ions, and moft treacheroufly 
harbours iin and fatan, the Lord's enemies, in the 

• inmoft receflfes of his foul. 

3. So little is he benefited by the knowledge of 
God. But, in truth, what he pofTelTes is not the 
knowledge of God, for if it were, it would in- 
fallibly produce the effedts afcribed to this prin- 
ciple in the word of God. It would beget in him 
deep humility before Gcd, entire confidence to- 
wards him, fervent love to him, and yniverfal 
obedience i in Ihort, holinefs and happinefs, a 
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pledge and foretafte of eternal life. So we learn 
from the facred fcriptures. « I have heard of 
thee (fays Job) by the hearing of the ear, but 
now mine eye feeth thee ; wherefore I abhor my- 
felf, and repent in duft and alhcs." <* They that 
know thy name (fays the PfalmiA) will put their 
truft in thee." " He that loveth not (adds St. John) 
knoweth not God, for God is love. And hereby 
we know that we know him, if we keep his com- 
mandments. He that faith, I know him, and 
keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him.*' From hence it appears, 
where thefe efFedls are not, the true knowledge of 
God is not: An empty (hadow, vain refemblance, 
or fleeting idea of it, there may be, but that no 
more deferves to be called the knowledge of God, 
than the (hadow, pidlure, or idea of a man, de« 
ferves to be caUed a man ; and it can no more en- 
- liven, comfort or purify our fouls, than a painted 
fire can refine metals from their drofs, or revive 
and warm our bodies ; or than the motion of a 
candle, can illuminate a dark room. 

4. No : the knowledge of God is an endow- 
ment far fuperior to what the generality imagine ; 
.more noble in its origin ^ excellent in its nature^ 
and happy in its conjequences. It is born from 
above ; it is the fruit of the Spirit of God, fhin- 
ing within us and enlightening our minds. For 
tho* all the divine perfedions, cfpecially his wif- 
dom, power and love, beam forth with effulgent 
glory in all his works, particularly in the redemp- 
tion of. the world by our Lord Jefua Chrift ; yer, 
the eyes of our underftanding being blinded, we 
ftill remain deftitute of the true and faving know- 
ledge of God, till <*he who commanded light to 
Ihine out of darknefs, ihine into our heart (as the 
Apofile exprefibs it) to give the light of the know- 
icdge of his glory, in the face (ot ^^\^otv\ ^^ 

E 5 CW\^ 
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Chrift Jefus." Then, and not before, can vte tef- 
tify with St. John, «< Wc know that the Son of 
God is come, and hath given ps an gnderftanding 
to know the True One, and we are in the True 
One^ by his Son Jefus Chrift. This Is the True- 
God anrf eternal Life." 

5. And as the knowledge of God Is defcendcd' 
from heaven, fo is its exceUent nature equal to its- 
divine original. It is fuch an impreffion of God 
upon the foul, and fueh a clear, full and affcdttng' 
difcovcry of him as transforms us, more op lefs^ 
isito his divine likefiefs. It is tife Seholding (as St. 
Faul' fays) with unveiled' face y the gJsry of the Lordy \xv. 
fiich a manner that we **'are changed Into the fame 
fmage, from glory to glory, by the Spirit of fhe 
Lord V* It i^, thro' the teaching of his word and 
Spirit,, fuch an acquaintance with Godwin- his Being 
arid Attributes,, together with tiiofe relations in* 
which he is pleafed to ftand towards u»,« as pro^ 
duces a correfpondent temper of iniiid and eondu^ 
ef life m us towards God. 

6 To be a littlfe more partfcularr iff. The: 
J^nowledge of God never fails to humbh ur before 
hrm. For it implies fuch a view of his nature and 
pcrfe£lions, his felf-exiftencc, independence, fove^ 
reignty and eternity \ hisomnifcience,.omfiif)otence,, 
j^ftice and purity ; his greatnefs arid goodncf^;, 
as manifefts in the cleareft light our 6wn ignorance 
and weaknefs, guik and miiery, and tftys us in the- 
very duft in hisprefence^ ** Woe is me,, for t am 
undone (faid Ifaiah) for I am a man of uncIeapO 
lips, for mine eyes have feen the'Kingy the Lord 
of Hofts. " "Behold 1 am viie,, (faid Job on a 
like occafion), what fhall 1 anfwer thee P I will 
lay mine hand, upon my mouth. ** — We never fee 
fuperioK excellence but we are abafcd by the cem» 
j>ari(bn : We never reflcft on ^he perfcAioB s^d' 
happinefs of an holy zf\gt\ ot f^loiified- falm i nay 
we never come into the cerop>u>j ol ^^ ^wvtvtxvvV^ 
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hoiy man, tho* he it ftHj encornpaiSsd with in(ir«< 
tnitff but we are more or lefs humbled. How 
jnueh more then, muft we be humbled at the fight 
tnd in the prefence of thai Beings who is the one 
fource of perfe£tion and haopinefs lo a-U his crea* 
fures, and in comparifon of whom the whole cir-^ 
cle of created excellence is no more than a> drop^ 
to the immenfe ocean! And tho* we only fee hiiit 
thro* a glafs darkly^ while in this worlds amt 
therefore cannot feel fuch a depth of felf abafe- 
ment, at thofe heavenly Beings feel who Jet him 
ms he isf and who, covering, theiv facet with their 
wings, fall proftrate in his prefence, and reft not 
day nor ntghti crying, " Holy, hoiy,^ holy Lord 
God of l)oftsI the whole eaith is full of ihy 
g'ory I" yet m proportion to the degree of our ac-* 
quaintance with him, we (hall be alhamed and 
humbled befoi^c hinr; efpecially coniidering our 
fins agsmfl; him, and the cotruption and depravity 
of our whole nature, which reriders us utterly unfitr 
for converfe with him^ and dcferving of hts eter^ 
fial difpleafure. Surely a fenfe of /A/V, at leafl*,, 
muft lay us at his feet, aiid* make us own wich the 
Prophet, ** It is of the Lord's mercies we are not 
confumecl, becaufe his compaffion^ fail not. " 

«* I loathe myfelf when himr I feey 
** AWd into nothinv fall ; 
Am loJl and fwallow'd up in thee,. 
My God, my all in all ! 

♦• My hnmbled fouJ, when thou art near^ 

" In daft and afhe^IieS':. 
" How fhall 1 in thy iigh* appeaF,^. 

^ Or mectt thy pure* eyes I " 

' 7. Another nevcr-faiirng- fruit of* the knowl'edgfe 
of God, is Confidence in him. " They that know 
thy name (fays the Pfalmift} will put their truft in 
Ace.'" The rcsitoa of this is ctvdeut, TVt^j \Va\ 
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know himy know him to be infinite in wlfdoniy and 
power, and goodnefs. They know him to be -fa 
wife as to be perfectly acquainted with all their 
wants, fo powerful as to be well able to fupply thofe 
wants, and fo gracious, that he will withhold no- 
thing good from thofe that walk uprightly. And 
tho' their (ins againft him might give them ju(^ 
caufe to dread that wrath which they fee they have 
merited, and beget in their minds painful fufpi- 
cions and di(}refling fears ; yet when they know 
that << he hath fo loved the world as to give his 
only begotten Son, that whofoever helieveth in him. 
may not perifb, but have everlading life ; " and 
when, being fully convinced of fin, they believe in 
Chrift with a faith of the operation of God, and 
are juftiHed by the faith of Chrift: — then does 
their dread of God*s dtfpleafure give place to a 
fenfe of his favour, and their doubts and fears re- 
fpediing his goodnefs, yield to a confidence in his. 
mercy, manifef^ed in* the pardon of all their fins, 
thro' Jefus Chrift* And then 



"." All the clouds 



Which confcious guilt fpread o'er theix fhudd'ringjf 

'* fouls 
VaniO) before his reconciling eyes.** 

Thus knowing God as a reconciled Father,, wha 
has accepted them thro' the Beloved, and made 
them his children, by adoption and grace, they 
truft in him for direflion in all difficulties, pro- 
tection in all dangers, fuccour in all troubles, and 
a fupply of all their wants. And tho' they know 
they, dial I not be without chaftifement, (for what 
fdn is he x^-hom his father chafteneth not ?) yet do 
they know alfo that their heavenly Father chaf" 
tifeth themy not willingly, but for their profit^ and 
are perfuaded \\\^X all things jhall ^lu^rU together for 
M^/r ^ood, as they are confcious that they Iwt, 
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8. This leads me to mention another particu- 
lar, never to be feparated from the knowledge of 
GoH^, which is, the Love of God, For *< Love is 
of God, (fays St. John) and every one that loveth 
is born of God, and knoweth God: He that 
loveth not, knoweth not God, for God is love.'* 
When the Apoflle fays, God is love, he means 
both that God is lovely in himfelf, and alfo that 
he is loving to us. In his own nature he is amia- 
ble, excellent, yea, abfolutely perfedt; and to all 
the creatures he hath made, to mankind in parti- 
cular, he is infinitely .gracious and beneficent: 
Therefore it is in the nature of things impoflible 
to be acquainted with him and not to love him. 
Nor ihall our love to thisLgreateft and beft of Be- 
ings be merely a love of efieem due to his infinite 
perfe£iions, or even a love of defire arifing from a 
fenfe of our want of his prefence and favour : but, . 
over and above this, we fhall alfo love him with 
a love of delight. We ihall take complacency in 
his divine attributes, and in thofe relations in 
vi^hich he is pleafed to fiand to us as our Father 
and our Friend, and fliall find our happinefs in 
fellowfhip with him. We (hall be able to adopt 
the words of Jeremiah, faying, ** The Lord is 
my portion faith my foul, therefore will I hope in 
hin^ ;" and thofe of the Pfalmift, <<The Lord is 
the lot of mine inheritance, and the portion of my 
cup : the lines are fallen to me in plealant places^ 
yea^ I have a goodly heritage." 

9. One thing more I (hall notice here as a con- 
ftant fruit of the knowledge of God, and that is 
Obedience. For << He that faith he knoweth God 
and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, 
.and the truth is not ia him.*' Sotefiifies the be- 
loved Difciple, and alfo adds, that " Hereby wc 
know that we know him, if we keep his com- 
mandmenu.'l And the fame U ihe moft (ut^ ^.wd 



infatlible pro^f of our lave likewire, for '* Thfi^ 
h flic love of God, fays the fame Apoftlc, ** that 
we keep his comniandroents;" and,. <'He that hath 
vny commandments, and keepcth them Tdedarea* 
the faithful and true Witnefs; he it is that lovetk 
mc" So that a confcientious care to keep all the 
commandments of God, even thofe which fleib 
sind blood diflike mo(t, and to walk in all well- 
pleafing before him from day to day, is a never' 
failing confequence of our knowledge of God, and 
love to him; and ihetty and 0»/;t then, ^^fliall we* 
fK)t be alhamed" of profeffing thefe endowmem^^ 
^* when we have re4pe£t to all his command- 
ments/' and ** kcejr a confdence void of oficnce 
towards God and towards man/' 

lo. And here I cannot but obfeiVe, upon the 
whole, how well the fcriptures guard the know- 
ledge of God (which is only another word for 
true religioifj on all iidtes againd the fa\k claims,* 
which deluded men pur in for it from oppo- 
fite quarters. The felf-righteous Phafifce, who' 
lays his own works,, of which he has a mif- 
taken opinion, as the foundation of his accep- 
tance with God, is cut off by the two firft of the 
particulars I have mentioned, for he is neither 
abafed before God for his ftne,. nor has he an hum*- 
ble confidence in the diviwe mercy. The third 
of thefe marks, fbews the emptinefs of the For- 
malijfs boaft, whofe lukewarm heart and trifling, 
fpirit tcftify againft him, that he has not the love 
of God in fum. And as for the AnUnomlariy who^ 
«* makes voiti the Jaw thro'^ faith," and " con- 
tinues va fif^ beeaufe grace abounds," he finds his- 
•reproof and condemnation in the lail particular. 
For tho' he *^* faj^s be knows Gody" (and indeed 
he has need to J<iy it, for no one weuld have in- 
ferred it from his life,) yet beeaufe he " keepeth 

mot his commandments," we at^ (utc that <*• he is* 

a iktr, mod the truth is aol 'm Yiim,'' 
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TT. From this account of the knowledge of 
Gody and its rnfeparabic efk&Sy it is eafy to fecr 
M^ho they are that know him mtj and of confe- 
Guence who they are upon whom Chrift, at hfs 
Second Cofnrng» will take vengeance. They are 
thofe who have no higher and better acquaintance 
with God, than that which they have attained by 
the exercife of their natural faculties and rational 
powers, in- the CQniideration of his word and 
^orksy having never received the •' Spirit of wif- 
dom and revelation (as the ApoAle fpeaks, £ph« 
i. ly.) in the knowledge of hrm." They are thofe 
who have never (as it were) fcen him by faith^ 
•r been inwardly enlightened with a difcovery of 
bis gjorious perfedtiuns^. and therefore do not 
** abhor thenafelves, and repent as in duft and 
ofhcs.'* They are . thofe who do not know 
*f God in Chrift reconciling lliem unto himfelf; 
not imputing their trefpafTes unto them :" and 
therefore not being perfuaded that he is ** pacified 
towards them after all they have done," they da 
not truft in him as a tender Father and a faithful 
Friend, in covenant with them thro' Jcfus Chrift. 
' They are thofe who do not *« behold what manner 
of love the Father hath beftowed upon them,'^ 
and therefore do not confcioufly .** love htm> wha 
hath firft loved them." They are thofe, laftly,. 
who perhaps <* profejs to know God^'* but " by, 
VMrh deny him,** not keeping his command- 
ments^ or keeping them merely in external things,. 
and that with rcludtance, from a principle of 
ftavifh fear, as tho* God were an hard mafter^ 
and as tho* obedience to him were a tafk enjoined, 
which it would be our interefl and happinefs to be 
^xcufed from performing. — Upon a)l fuch will 
Chrift,. when he is revealed, take vengeance. 

I fww proceed to the other particiiUu' mentioned 
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in our text, concerning the chara£ter of thofil 
whom our Lord will condemn, 

1 1 . They oiey not the Go/pel of Chrijt. 

A few obfervations on this point, will greatly il- 
luftrate what has already been advanced, and enable 
us (till better to judge concerning our triic ftate 
and condition. I mean to purfue the fame method 
I did imder the former head, (hewing pofi^ively 
what is implied in obeying the go/pel, that we may 
infer from thence who they are that difobey it. 

I. It will be eafily underftood what is meant by 
obeying the gofpel^ if we confider what the gofpel isd 
And this may be learnt, in fome meafure, even 
from the original word, (tranflated Go/pel in the 
New Teftament,) which, it is well known, figni- 
fies Good News, or Glad Tidings. Accordingly, 
what is termed, go/pel in the 4th of St. Luke; is 
tranflated good tidings in the 51ft of Ifaiah ; and 
the preachers of the gofpel are reprefented in the 
fame chapter :ver. 7th) as bringing *^ good tidings,'* 
as publijhing peace y as bringing good tidings of goodf 
as publijhing falvation. This then is the very ef- 
fence of the gofpel, Good Tidings^ or Tidings of good, 
even of peace and falvation, of peace with God» 
and falvation from fin and mifery. To explain 
this a little. 

. 2. flThe gofpel brings us tidings of forgivenefs of 
fins and acceptance with God, of free and full juf- 
tification, thro' faith in the Lord Jefus. It allows 
indeed, nay teftifies, that ** there is none righteous 
(by nature) no not one, that all have finned and 
come (hort of the glory of God, that the whole 
world is guilty before God, that the wrath of God 
is revealed from heaven againfi: all the ungodlinefs 
and unrighteoufncfs of men. " And in confequence 
of this, it declares, << that by the deeds of the (aw 
/h^ no HcOi Jiving'be jufti&cd in his fight.*' But 
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then at the fame time it affiires us, that ** God 
hath fet forth his Son to be a propitiation thro* 
faith in his blood, to declare his righteoufnefs 
(both his juftice and mercy) for the remiffion of 
fins that are paft, thro' the forbearance of God.'* 
It nfErms, that " God was in Chrifl reconciling 
the world to himfclf, not imputing their trefpaffes 
unto them ;" and that he " hath committed to hfs 
fervants the word of reconciliation.*' And hence 
they agree to offer pardoning mercy to all penitent 
finners, and to bear witnefs, that " whofoever be- 
lieveth in Chrift doth receive forgivenefs of fins ;'* 
yea, that ^* by him all that believe are juftified 
from all things, from which they could not be 
juftified*' by their own obedience, 

3. Hence it appears what it is to obey the gof- 
pel in this view of it, as it is a manifeftation of 
pardoning mercy thro* a Mediator. It is, ift. To 
ICC and feel ourfelves guilty before God, and 

•therefore to renounce all confidence in our own 
righteoufnefs, from a convidlion of its infufficiency 
for our juftification. It is, '2dly, To apply to the 
all fuflScient merits of our Redeemer with peni- 
tent hearts, forfaking our fins, and putting our 

-whole trufl in him for falvatioh prefcnt and eter- 
nal. It is 3dly, Firmly to believe and appropriate 

• to ourfelves God's gracious promife? of pardon 
and everlafiing life made to us for Jiis fake. 7 his 
is implied in believing in Chrift, and all who 
thus believe, are ** juftified by the faith of Chrift," 
and, in this refpe<Sl, obey the go/pel. 

4. Indeed we cannot thus believe of ourfelves ; 
but then for our comfort the gofpel is further a 
difpenfation of the Spirit of God, given to work 
this faith in us, witnefs this juftification to our 
fouls, and fandlifying our nature, to reftore us to 
that image of God in which^wc were originally 
created. It fuppofes that our << fins have fe^a- 
ntcd between us and God," and e^>xkdi Vvrev Vi 
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hide his face from uSf whence << we an TtMtVKittA 
from the life of God» and even dead in trtfpa(fe» 
and fins." It takes for granted (and well it may^ 
for it is matter of dailjr and univerfal obfervation, 
confirmed by experience) that we are altogether 
depraved and polluted thro' fin, infomuch that 
*' every imagination of Ihe thoughts of our hearts 
is only evil, and that continually : " from which 
corrupt fountain the moft pernicious ftreamaare 
perpetually flowing ; fo that we are earthly, fen- 
fual and devilifh, all our tempers, words, and 
works being in dire<^ oppofition to the law of 
God. — But then, notwithftandii\g, yea buaufe of 
this depravity and ruin of our oiure pure and per- 
fect nature, and, with a view to its removal, it 
informs us that as Chrift << died for our fins, and 
rofe again for our juftification," lb << being exalted 
to the Father's right hand, he hath received the 
promifc of the Holy Ghoft," which he " fbcd* 
forth abundantly'* on the children of men, invit- 
ing all that thirjif yea, and whofotwr wiU^ to come 
and partake of it. 

5. Now this Spirit is an univerfal remedyfor aQ 
the diforders of our fallen nature. — Hereby the 
darknefs is removed from our minds, and the hard- 
nefs from our hearts ; our underdanding is enl^t- 
ened, our will fubdued, our afFeftlons fet upQa 
things above, and all our unholy tempers and cor- 
rupt inclinations purged away* Hereby we <^ die 
unto fin, and live unto righteoufnefs ;" *< put ofiT 
the old man, and put on the new." By this, the 
divine nature is communicated to us, and the di- 
vine image ftampt upon us \ we are transformed 
into the likenefs, and conformed to the will of 
God. Here wifdom lights her lamp, and from 
hence love kindles her fire. This feeds the flames 
of devotion, and without this, prayer and praife 
strs cold and languid. By this^ the life of God is: 
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epened in the foul) and the kingdom of God fet 
up ifl the heart. Being joined to the Lord, we 
beconoe one fpirit with him, and we dwell in him 
«nd Jie in us. In a word, heaven is brought down 
upon earth, a^d an earneft of our future inheri- 
tance is gtveo «Ky .until the, full redemption of the 
purchafed poffeffion. 

6. JBut be it obfervedy the' this Spirit more or 
lefs CBlfghtens and firives with all (as appears not 
only from fcripture, but alfo from experience, all 
men, the moft abandoned not excepted, having, 
at one time or another, felt remorfe on account of 
fin, and fome defire after holinefs,) yet in thefe 
his faving influences, he is only imparted to. thofe 
^ho follow his drawings, and comply with his de- 
sign. For this Spirit of light and love does not 
operate upon us as if we were inanimate matter,. 
Ufeteft und ioaiSlive, but as rational creatures, en- 
cfewed wUh a power Co yield ia, or re/ift JoHb &£fei 
•opeiations; Accordingly, we are exhorted -not ta 
grieve nor quench the Holy Spirit of- God, by op- 
pofing his work ; but^ cm the contrary, working 
with him, ^ tc^ mortify the deeds of the body, 
that wc may live,'* And *' living in the Spirit,'*" 
we arc further dircScd to *^ walk in the Spirit," 
that ifi, to fufier ourfelves to be led by him into 
all truth, holineff, and happinefs, that we may 
bring forth all his bleiTed fruits, and abound in* 
every holy temper, word, and work — And this is 
the very thing implied m obeying the gojfd in thi» 
iecond view of k, as it is a dij^enjatian of the 
Sfiriu 

7. Thus fhall we be obedient to the gofpel in 
every other refpefit. We ihall be delivered (av 
it were) into the mould of its DoBrinesy every 
feature and lineament of it being infcribed uporv 
us. We (hall revere itSi ThrgatningSj and fleadily 
guard againft that tqDj^raod ooodudl which would 
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expofe us to the execution of them. We (hatl 
obey all its Commands with fidelity and chearfiil- 
neft, rejoicing hereby to (hew our love to our glo- 
rious Redeemer. We (halt cordially embrace its 
exceeding great and precious PromifeSf eameftly de- 
firing and expeding their full acc0mpli(hment. 
And in the mean time, we (hall calmly, yea and 
joyfully, fuffer all the obloquy, reproach, and 
perfecution to which our profie(fion may lay us 
open, « knowing that our rtwafd is great in 
heaven." Laftly, for this reward^ with all the 
blifs and glory prepared for the children of God, 
we (hall patiently wait, longing and lowing for 
the Lord Jefus Chrift from heaven, to put a 
final period to our time of trial and fuffering, and 
'< receive us to himfelf, that where he is wc may 
be alfo." 

Thefe particulars might Have been enlarged up* 
on for the further illuftration of this head ; but as 
this would open up too much matter to be com- 
prized in one fermon ; I beg leave to fum up what 
has already been advanced by way of enquiry, and 
fo to conclude this plain but interefting Difcourfe. 
. I. I afk thee, thenj whofoever thou art thftC 
readeft thefe lines, haft thou the foundation of aVI 
true religion ? Doft thou know the mly true Godf 
Has he been revealed to thy inmoft foul by his Holy 
Spirit in all his divine perfedlions ?. And has this 
manifeftation of him been efFe^ual to transform 
thee (in fome meafure at leaft) into his image, and 
render thee a true follower of God ? Has it hum- 
bled thy pride and covered thee with (hame, fcat- 
tered thy fears and infpired thee with confidence, 
dcftroyed thy idols and united thy heart to the 
Source of all beauty and goodnefs ? Doft thou 
know him in his holinefs and jujiiccy and art thou 
convinced of fin? In h\s mercy and love, and art 
thou reconciled to him ? Has he difcovered him- 

' fclf 
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felf to thee as thy Friend^ who is pacified towards 
thee after all thou haft done? As thy Father, who 
has jnade thee his child^ and given thee the fpirit 
of adoption in thy heart ? And as thy God, who 
has taken thee into covenant with himfelf, through 
Chrift, and is become thy portion and treafure in 
time and in eternity ? 

2, I afk further, Doft thou not only " know 
the only true God," but <* Jefus Chrift alfo, whom 
hehl^thfenc/* *th< only Mediator between God and 
man, in whom dwelletb the fulnefs of the Godhead^ 
and in whom ^lone ihptt is falvation for a loft 
world? In other* words, Doft thou otey the gofptJ^ 
and is it become thfi. power of God to thy falvation ? 
Haft thou feen and felt thy abfolute need of the in- 
comparable bleffing^ it. offers, free juftitication, 
through the blopd of Chrift, and entire fan6lifica- 
tiion by the Spirit of God ? And haft thou account- 
ed tidings of thefe unfearchable riches of Chrift^ 
•* glad tidings of great joy ? " Haft thou beheld 
thyfelf to be a guilty, helpless, periftiing (inner, 
condemned by. thy .own confcience, accurfed by 
God's holy latir, expofed to liis fierce wrath, and 
obnoxious to eternal mifery ? — In this wretched 
fituation, haft thou eagerly heard, and joyfully 
believed, the moft gracious proclamation of par- 
don, made by the AmbafTadors of the King of 
Heaven ? Haft " thou believed in Chrift that 
thou mighteft be juftified by the faith of Chrift ?** 
And doft rhou daily evidence the truth of thy 
faith by thy works? Profefling <« to be juftified 
by Chrift," art thou not "found a Hnner," continu- 
ing in fio, but being *< made free from (in, art theu 
tecomc a fervant to righteoufnefs ?" Haft thou re- 
.ceived the Holy Ghoft fince thou believedft," and 
lias that Spirit of Grace enlightened, quickened, 
and purified thy foul ? Doft thou " live and 

walk 
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watk in the Spirit,'' and b thy « convcFiatloii 
foch as bccometh the gofpcl? Daft thou *< watk 
worthy of the Lord^ unto all plieafing, being 
fruitful in every good work, and encreafing* in tlM 
knowledge of God?" / 

3. Be it known unto thee, wbefioever tbou art 
of whatever fentiment, of whatever denominaCioftf 
ef whatever parry, if thou canfk not anfwer tliefe 
4iueftk)ns in the affirmative, if thou doA not 
know God and obey the gp^ir as has^ beeft de^* 
Icnbcd, thou arc at preient moft cevtaiAl3r onebf 
Ihofe upon whom Chrift, when he cometh, wiH 
take vengeance. But, hltSoA be God, thou doft 
not need to remain fucb^ Thou haft it lot thy 
power, tbro' the tender merey of our God, to 
4< acquaint tfayfdf with b«n, and be ar peace,** 
that after all, *^ good may come unt^o- thee." 
Onty let there be no delay : forfksritk ^^ c&me 
«ut from among the wicked, be feparate, and 
touch not the unclean thing, and' he will receive 
thee, and wilt be a Father, uava thee.** << I>niFW 
nigh to God^'' thro-' Chrlft, <^in that f«ew and 
living way" of guth, <^ wMth be hath^ «onie« 
crated for thecy" and he ^ will drai;* nigh^ to 
thee :" he will /pfzi^ thea hh ghry r will! « mamfeft 
bimfelf 10 nhee as be does nocunta the world;'' 
and thou (halt know himy whom to know is tifi 
€terrui^j while the gofpel of Chrift becomes the 
very gate of heaven to thy believing foul. 
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^ The Lord Jcfus (hall be revealed from heaven, 
' with his mighty angels,^ in flaming fire, tailing 
vengeance on them that know not God, and 
obey not the gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift ;. 
who (hall be punifted.with everlafiing deftruc- 
den from the prefenee of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power,*^ 

f. TTT is remarkable, that in the account here 

A given us by the Apoile, of the Revelation 

of Jefus Chrift, and the eternally awful confe- 

2uences of it, he rcprefents our Lord's Second 
doming to be rather In order to the falvation of 
his own people, than the punifbrnent of the 
wicked. For aliho' he mentions his taking ven- 
geance on them that know not God, and obey not 
Che gofpel, he declares in the 10th verfe, that 
the end, the principal end of his coming is, that 
he " may be glorified in his faints, anid' admired 
rf ajl that bclijcvc.'* 
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2. How plain is it from hence, as well as from 
a thoufand other con(idcrationS| that mercy is our 
Lord's darling attribute, and that judgment is his 
ftrange work. He delights to difpenfe pardons and 
confer rewards ; but it is with relu6);ance that he 
paiTes fentence of condemnation, or infiidls puni(h-. 
ment on any. From the Apoftle's manner of re- 
prefenting the matter, one would conclude that he 
would much' rather pafs the ungodly by, did not 
the unchangeable perfections of his nature, the di- 
vine authority of his laws, and the unalterable 
rights of his government, oblige him to call them 
into Judgment. But inafmuch as all his other at- 
tributes muft be manifefted and honoured, as well 
as his love, his law magnified, and the equity of 
his government maintained; therefore he muft and 
will ** render to every man according to his works: 
to them who, by patient continuance in well doing, 
feek for glory, honour, and immortality, eternal 
life ; but to them that are contentious, and do not 
obey the truth, but obey unrighteoufnefs, indigna- 
tion and wrath, tribulation and anguifli upon every 
foul of man who worketh evil, of the Jew firft, apd 
alfoof the Gentile, for there is no refpedl of pcr- 
fbns with God. '* As certainly as he will account 
his faints worthy through his own worthinefs, *' of 
the kingdom for which they fuffcr," fo certainly^- 
** when he is revealed, with his mighty angels, in 
flaming fire, will he take vengeance on them that 
know not God, and obey not the gofpel . *'. 

In two former difcourfes on thefe words, the 
Certainly and Manner of our Lord's Sexrond Com- 
ing, as alfo the CharaBer of thofe whom he 
will then condemn, have been parricularly con- 
fidered. 1 now proceed, as was propofed, to 
(hew, 

JLIL The Natun and J^uration of Aelr mifcry. 
But that we may juftify the ways of God to man^ . 

and 
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and prevent any abufe which might be made of 
this doctrine to the difparagemcnt of the Divine 
GoodnefS) I think it proper to premife a few words 
concerning the Reafon of their condemnation and 
punifhment* 

I. This is lignified in the words of our text, 
which fpeak of Chrift's *< taking vengeance on 
them," and " punifhing them." The cxpreflions 
(cfpecially in the original,) intimate an unbecom* 
ing and injurious conduit in them towards God, 
whkh being examined into, they now receive the 
due reward of their deeds. Enquire we then what 
their conduA has been, and we (hall eafily fee the 
reafon of their mifery. And here I do not men- 
tion their violation of the law of innocence or 
Covenant of works, made with our firfl parents be- 
fore their fall, beeaufe the Scriptures no where 
-{that I remember) reprefent this as the caufe of 
the condemnation of any at the day of judgment. 
But with our Lord, 1 obferve, " This is the con- 
demnation," the reafon of the condemnation of 
thofe who perrfli, " that light is conw into the 
world, and men love darkhefs rather than light, 
their deeds being evil." They <^ rcjetSled the 
ciounfcl of God againft themfelves ;" they negU6iei 
thd^ gofpel falvation \ ** they would not come unto 
Chrift that they might have life ;" they refufed 
" him to reign over them ;" they buried, inflead 
of improving! their talent of light and power, 
flighted the divine mercy, ** counted the blood of 
the covenant a common thing," i. e. they trifled 
with and abufed it, and did final defpice to the 
Spirit of Grace," and therefore, they are con- 
demned. Or, in the language of our text, Chrift, 
takes vengeance on them beeaufe they knew not 
G^f when they might have known him, and 
obeyed not the go/pel^ whereas they might have been 
obedient unto it. Or, in plainer words Aill^ hd 
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dooms them unto everlafling fire; not becaufe 
he appointed them to wrath, and decreed their 
damnation before they were born, but becaufe he, 
would have faved them, and they would not, chuf^^ 
ing death rather than life, and curling rather than 
blcfling ! 

2. And that you may be able to form fome idea, 
^tho' after all it will be faint and inadequate) of 
the divine juftice manifefted in their punifliment, 
Confider both the condudl of God towards them, 
and theirs in return towards him. Conlider the 
Love of the Father in giving his only begotten 
Son, and expoGng him to the mod dreadful fuf« 
fcrings and ignominious death^or thofe wretched 
finncrS) who had abufed his mercies, broken his 
laws, trampled under foot his authority, and re» 
belled againft his government. Confider the Son 
of God cmpt)ing himfelf of his glory and happi** 
jiefs, alTuming our frail nature in its meaned form^ 
and at laft fubmitting to pain and (hame in their 
greateft extremities ; and all this for his bittereft 
enemies, who flighted his dying love, refufed bit 
mild government, and even embrued their handt 
in his moft precious blood, or daily crucified him 
afrefh : Confider the holy Spirit of grace operat«>. 
ing in various ways, and at different times ; en«> 
lightening, awakening, convincing ; alarming with 
fear, alluring with hope, drawing with love; 
comforting in trouble, fireogthening in weaknefs, 
fuccouring in temptation; and this with a view 
to beget repentance, faith, and holinefs in the 
foul, as a Spirit of Adoption to cry in us << Abba^ 
Father," to feal us to the day of redemption, and 
give us an earneft of our future inheritance in our 
hearts. Confider him as perfifiing in thefe kind 
offices notwithi^anding all the negle6^, contempt 
and contumely wherewith we treat him ; notwith- 
JR^ndwg we fliut our eyes againfi his light, i^p 

cur 
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Mr ears to his cblUs, flight his love, reje(^ his 
favours, and quench his motions; inviting the 
mod impure lu(^s and diabolical tempers, to fup- 
ply the place of his fpiritual graces, and enter- 
taining the foul fiend of hell in the inmod receflcs 
of our fouls, which fhould be kept facred to this 
heavenly inhabitant. In (hort, coniider the amaz- 
ing plan of our redemption from firft to laft, in 
all its wonderful variety, in all its myfterious 
grace : Confider the abyfs of guilt and mifery 
where it finds us, and from whence it delivers us ;^ 
the height of blifs and glory to which it advances 
us, and in which it edabli(hes us ; together with 
the adonifhing procAs of divine love in the ac- 
compliChment of this great and good work. In t 
word, confider Ihe greatnefs of this falvation pro- 
vided for us, and offered to us in the gofpel ; and 
then fay what punifliment, what torment do they 
deferve, and from an holy and juft God muft they 
meet with, who negledt and lejedl it ! 

3. From a jufi God I fay, tor they have doubt- 
Icfs nothing further to expe6l from his mercy and 
goodnefs. The fun of divine love is now for ever 
Ice upon them. It (hone indeed with effulgent 
brightnefs during the whole day of life, tho* it 
was never fufiered to enlighten their minds,, clouds 
of prejudice, exhaled from their fenfual fouls^ 
obfcuring its beams, and the thick vail of unbe« 
lief excluding its light ; but it will now fhine no 
more! It has refigned them to the fcorching fire 
of divine wrath, which (however reludtant they 
may be) will efFedlually enlighten them ; but ah I 
with how different a flame I with how difmal a 
light { The flreams of divine grace, which long; 
watered their flill-barren fouls in vain, are novr 
ryn out, or rather diverted into a more fruitful 
foil, and ftreams of indignation are directed, by 
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infinite juftice, to flow in upon and eternally over-* 
whelm thtm. 

4. Being awakened out of the long ileep of 
death by the tremendous found of the trump of 
God^ they are fummoned to appear before the 
awful tribunal of the Univerfal Judge* A great 
white throne is ere^ted^ and he who is the deiire 
of nations and the joy of angeU, fits upon it* 
^< His head and his hair are white as fnow, and 
his eyes as a flame of fire ; his feet like unto fine 
brafsy as if they burned in a furnace, and his 
voice as the found of many waters. In his right- 
hand he carries (even fhirs, out of his mouth goeth 
a (harp two-edged fword, and his countenance is as 
the fun fhining in his ftrength/* 

*' Wliere'er ferene, he tarns propitious tycs» 
We find a newly open'd paradife : 
But if refentment redden their mild beams, 
The Eden kindles, and the world's in flames : 
On one hand knowled|;e-fhiiies with porefl liglit ; 
On one the fword of juAice fiercely bright.'* 

Before this glorious Peribni to whom the Father 
hath committed all judgment, and who hath ail 
power in heaven and on earth, trembling and re- 
lu£lant, they make their appearance, and receive 
their final fentenoe at his ban 

5. The books being opened, and every fecret 
thing brought to light, all their thoughts, words 
and works pafs in review before him, and undergo 
a fevere fcrutiny.'^^And thus all their tranfgreflions 
and defedls being difcovered in all their aggrava- 
tions, they are recompenfed in exa& proportion to 
their demerits. For fince they rcjefl:ed the fatis- 
f^ion made by Chrift, and there remaineth no 
ofher facrifice for fin, divine and infinite juf^ice 
arreiis their guilty fouls, and confines them in the 
4/aric priCon of bell, till they have fatisfied all its 

demands 



OF THE WICKED* 1^5 

defnands by their perfonal fufFerings, which alas ! 
• they can never do. They muft therefore fink for 
ever under the enormous weight of that dreadful 
curfc ; which, with rcfpeft to them^ Chrift bore 
in vain, and muft reimburfe, (if I may fo fpeak,) by 
an increafed mifery, all the expenfe which divine 
Goodnefs has been at with them. The love and 
mercy which were (hewn thefe wretched creatures, 
the blood which was ihed for them, the grace 
which was conferred upon them, (hall all be con- 
fidered, and as they will demonftrate in the black- 
cft light, their ingratitude and obftinacy, fo will 
they greatly inhance their condemnation, and ag- 
gravate their torment ! Having thus manifefted 
their defert of the puni(hment provided for them, 
that it is a debt owed them by impartial jtijiice 
and dejptfed mercy ^ I proceed, as was propofed, to 
fhew. 

Secondly, The Nature and Duration of their 
Mifery. On this head I (hall ift, make fome gene- 
ral obfervations, by way of explaining the text 
and eftablKhing the dodlrine. 

adly, I (hall take a more particular view of their 
Mifery, 

3dly, I (hall conclude with an earneft Addrefs 
to faints and finners. 

And I ft, I am to make fome general obferva- 
tions, by way of explaining the text and eftablKh- 
ing the dodrlne. 

I. The Apoftle calls their mifery dfJlruBlorij by 
which, 'tis plain, he does not mean " the extinction 
of their being,*' or *< the annihilation of their na- 
ture," becaufe this fenfe of the word is contrary 
to the general tenor of the fcriptures, which re- 
jprefent the wicked as not only exifting after the 

F 3 ^vj 
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day of judgment, but as fuiTering the grcateft 
mifcry. But by this expreflion wc are plainly to 
underftandi what is inconceivably worfe than an- 
nihilation, VIZ. ift, ** The utter ruin of their 
once holy and happy nature, with the final death 
of all their comforts and their hopes : and 2dly, 
<* The. entire perverfion of all their powers and 
faculties, which are now employed in rendering 
them moft completely wretched." Meaning to 
enlarge on thefe two particulars, when I come to 
take a nearer view of this mifcry, 1 fay no more 
of them at prefent, but obferve, 

2. Their deftruflion is faid to be " from the 
prefence of the Lord.*' This intimates to us what 
is the chief fource of their ruin and mifery, vix. 
their exclufion from his favour and fellowfhip.— 
In confequence of original and adlual fin, and be* 
caufe they rejefted the garments of falvation, pro- 
vided by Chrift, and offered in the Gofpfcl, there- 
fore they are found, at the day of judgment, deHU 
tutc of the divine image, that fplendid and comely 
apparel which is the glory of the holy angels, aiid 
which was once the chief ornament and happinefs 
of man in his primeval flate. The rotten and 
filthy rags of their own righteoufnefs, which they 
had taken pains to patch together and throw over 
their finful fouls, only- fervc to increafe their de- 
formity, and manifeft ftill more their fin and 
fhame. They cannot hide their pollution and de- 
filement. In fpire of all their endeavours they 
appear fiained with the guilt of innumerable tranf- 
greffions, and all over defiled with iniquity, whofe 
fatal leprofy hath fpread its loathfome influence 
throughout their whole fouls, and woefully en- 
feebled all their powers. 

3. They are, therefore, objedls of divine dif- 
approbation and abhorrence. •* The God who 
made them will not have mercy on them, and he 

wh^ 
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y/ifho formed them, will (hew them no favour." 
They arc excluded the favour of Jehovah, which 
Is better than life, which diffufes light and joy 
through the happy regions of Immortality, and 
banifhes every- (hadow of evil far from their 
peaceful dwellings. They are debrirred all com- 
tnunion with, and accefs to, the Father of their 
fpirits, and the God of all confolation and good 
hope, who is the only fource of true and lafting 
felicity to his intelligent offspring. They arc 
even (hut out of the blifsful city, denied all fel- 
lowfhfp with faints and angels, and banifhed far 
from the dwellings of liberty and joy, into the 
dreary territories of mifery and anguifti. 

4. Thus being immenfely removed from all 
that is holy and happy, and deferred of the Suit 
of Righteoufnefs, the light and life of the fpi ritual 
world ; midnight-darkncfs overwhelms their minds, 
a furious ftorm is raifed in their piaffibns, and 
wandering about in endlefs perplexity, and aban- 
'doned to ererlafting defpair, they are toiled to and 
fro by th^ tempeftuous hurricanes^, and raging 
'flames of thofe fulphurious regions ; and to com-* 
plete the ruin of their once holy and happy nature, 
'the hedge of their fouls being broken down, (I 
'mean the divine protedVion being withdrawn,) they 
are expofed to the defolating ravages of the devil 
and his angels, thofe wild bcafts of the infernal 
foreft, who ranging forth in thofe inhofpitable 
realms, overfpread with a gloomy and perpetual 
night, lay their rational and immortal nature ut- 
terly wafte, and root up and deftroy whatever of 
excellence may remain. 

- 5. But this phrafe, — <<deflru6iion from the pre* 
fence of the Lord,'* may be alfo underftood in 
another fenfe. It feems not only to fignify the 
mifery confequent, in the nature of things, upon 
their banifhment from God's gracious preftrice* 
their fepararioii from faints and at\g£\%, ?it^^\JwtN:^ 

F 4 t^Oi.v>Si»^ 
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^xcltifion put of the heavenly city (generally termed 
their punijhment of lofs, concerning which I cannot 
now fpeak particularly :} It likewife may be con- 
fidered as intimating, if it do not chiefly intend, 
that God hin^felf, as he is prefent rn heaven in all 
his love and goodnefs^ as an rnexhauBible fource 
of felicity to his people, as a never-failing river of 
plcafure, where they may take large and repeated 
tiraughts of blifs ; — fo is he prefent in hell, in hi» 
infinite jul^ice and almighty wrath, as an unfa- 
thomable fea of liquid fire, where the wicked 
fjiuft drink in everlafting torture. For as it is the 
prcfcnce of God in his goodnefs^ which diffufes 
light and joy through the happy regions of im^ 
mortality, fo it is the prefence of God in his ven- 
geance^ which fcatters darknefs and woe thro' the 
djcary regions of mifery. As heaven would be no 
heaven if God did not there manifeft his love; 
'fo hell would be no hell, if God did not there dif- 
j>1ay his wrath. It is the prefence ^nd ageacy of 
God, Vhich gives every thmg virtue and efScacy» 
without which there can be no life, no fenlibility, 
T\o power. — God is, therefore, himfolf prefent in 
hell, to fee to the pujnifhmcRt of thefe rebels 
again(l his government, that it may be adequate to 
the infinity of their guilt. His fiery indignation 
iindksy and his incenfed fury feeds the flames of 
their torment, while his powerful prefence and 
operation maintains their beings and renders alt 
their powers moft acutely fenfible ; thus fetting^ 
the keened edge upon their pain, and making it 
cut moft intolerably deep! 

6. Nay further : it feems implied rn the next 
expreflTion ip our text, ** from the glory of his. 
power," that he will exert all his divine attributes 
to make them as wretched as the capacity of their 
nature will admit. He will efpecially glorify hi& 
J)owi.ry and render it iljuftrious in their damna^ 

tioa,— ^ 
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flori* — Gladly would he have glorified hi« rich 
grace in pardoning their conr)plicated guilt, and 
his almighty power in reftoring them to his image, 
that they might have heen raifed to a fhare in his 
throne. But defpifing his great falvation, they 
would not come unto Chrift that they might have 
life. And now nothing remains but that he glo- 
rify himfelf in their mifery, fince they rcfufcd that 
happinefs which he would have conferred upon 
them, to the manifeftation of his own glory. For 
he mud and will be glorified one way or another 
in all' his creatures ; and with refpe6t to thefe un- 
grateful and difobedient wretches, he has but oner 
way left in which he can be glorified, and that is, 
to reward them according to their works, by rc- 
compenfing their ingratitude and difobedience upoiv 
their own guilty heads. 

7. Thus (as the Apoftle teftifies Rom. ix. M} 
while he ** makes known the riches of his glory 
in the veffcis of mercy," which he hath <* afore 
prepared unto glory/' he will alfo ** fliew hisF 
wrath, and make his power known, in the vefifel^ 
of wrath fitted" (by their own wilful and unncccf- 
fitated impenitence) ** for deftrudiion, after he has* 
firft endured them with much long-fuffcring." 4?/>«i;' 
his wrathy and make his power known I dreadful cx- 
preiTions ! what an unfathon»ble depth of woe da 
they imply ! Ah I miferable creatures, in whdm> 
God will (hew how fevcrely he can puni(b, and 
what a fierce fire of wrath his almighty power can 
kindle! Surely, as the condition of the faints muflr 
be inconceivably joyful, in whom God wHl make 
known (as the Apoftle has it) the riches of his glory^ 
i. e. difplay how glorioufly rich he is in goodnefs, 
and to what a pitch of honour and happinefs hi» 
omnipotence cai> raife the objedls of his love \ hy on 
the other hand, the ftate of thefe^finners muft be 
equally lamentable ! Unhappy creatures ! froia 

F 5 HlVlX. 
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..what a height of glory and felicity, into what a 
depth of infamy and mifery have they knowingly 
, and wilfully plunged themfelves ! And now 

** Their dire punifhment is ever ftrong. 
Their conftitution too, for ever young ; 
Curs'd with returns of vigour ftill the fame. 
At once to bear and fatis^ the flame : 
8till they arc caught, and ftill they are ptirfued ; 
They fufFer ftill, and ftill they are renewed.** 

8. For the Apoftic tells us, their deftru<ftion 
will be eternal ; a declaraiion which is confirmed 
by many other paffagcs of Scripture. One or two 
1 (hall now produce as a fpecimcn of the reft. 
Thus Daniel affurcs us: ** They fhall (viz. at 
the general refurrcdlion; awake to cverlafting fhame 
and contempt," * even as the faints (liall arife *' to 
' cverlafting life,** ** they (hall go into everlafting 
puni(hment,**faysthc faithful and true witnefs, even 
as ** the righteous fhall go into life eternal.*' And 
indeed the eternity of their mifery feenis a natural 
confequence of what has been advanced in the two 
Jaft paragraphs. For if God will difplay in them 
(as has been obfervcd) the infinity of his juf^ice, 
the Jeveriiy of his wrath, and the omnipotence of 
his power, then muft their punifhment be ever- 
lafting, bccaufe (heir nature being finite, it docs 
not appear how he can do this in any limited da- 
ration of time, however long. And thus what is 
wanting in the degree of their mifery, is made up 
"by its continuance. And for the fame rcafon, among 
. others, we conclude, the happinefs of the righ- 
teous (hall be eternal^ becaufc in them God will 
manifeft the infinite riches of his love and good- 
nefs, which, confidering the finite capacity of 
their nature, he cannot do in lefs than a bound- 
j^ts eternity. 

♦ Dan., xii. a, 

9. If 
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. 9. tf need were, I mjght add in confirmation 
of this dodtrine, that as the holinefs and obedience 
of the faints, dill continue and encreafe in heaven, 
and therefore there mud be the fame and greater 
reafon for their being rewarded with blifs and glory, 
i/vhen they have been millions of ages in happi-^ 
nefs, than when they fird entered the gates of 
Paradife ; fo the depravity and difobedience of the 
wicked ftill continuing and encrcafing, there muft 
.be the very fame, yea, and greater reafon for their 
puni(hment, when they have been millions of ages 
in torment, than when they firft departed accurfed 
into everlajiing mifery ! They muft be perpetually 
fweliing their enormous fum of guilt, and ftill 
running deeper, immenfcly deeper in debt to di- 
vine and infinite juftice. Hence, after the longcft 
imaginable period, they will be fo far from having 
difcharged their debt of puniftiment, that they will 
find more due, than when they firft began to fufFerl 
Dreadful this indeed 1 but too true ! 

10. Indeed, the comparifon drawn from the 
happincfs of tbe faints, is not altogether fuitable ; 
bm alas! the impropriety of it falls on the unfa* 
vourable fide, and- only ft rengthens my argument 
•the more. For whatever proofs' may be brought 
from other quartern in favour of the eternity of 
their blifs, which do not equally evince the eter 
jial mifery- of the wicked ; yet, in this point of 
view (fure I am) more may be faid for the latter 
than the former. For the righteous, however 
obedient, do no more than is their duty to do, and 
therefore (ftridtly fpeaking) merit nothing at the 
hand of L od. They can make no claim upon 
jtiis juflke^ but all then hope& of happinefs and a 
concmuiince therein, are founded upon his gracious 
promifes, which he was- free to make or not to 
make, as he thought go d. — But the cafe 13 dif- 
ferent with the wicked; they have Jiri£llf and 
frcperly merited of deferved cltitv^\ Y^\\\^\sv^\>x^ 

£ 6 ^'sv'^ 
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ind arC) in fedV, obnoxious to it. And hence thtir 
apprehenfions of it are founded, not barely on^ 
his threatenings, but alfo and chiefly on the un^ 
changeable pcrfcdions of his nature. — So that it 
appears, if this rcafoning be juft, they have more 
caufe for fearing an eternal hell, than the faints 
have for expedling an everlajiing heaven ! 

II. The reafon of the divine condudl irt giving- 
tfiem this two-fold proof (arifing from his threat- 
cnings and the pcrfedlions of his nature) of a 
do<S^rine which, above all others, they hate and 
wifli to difprove, feems to be his compaflion for 
thefe infatuated creatures. He means, by this. 
double battery, to filence their evil-reafoning un- 
belief> which, as an impregrrable fort defies the 
whole force of divine truth, and too ofteff detains- 
the poor foul a captive of fin and Satan, till the 
judgment of the great day ! May his bleflfed Spirit 
give the dcfired efficacy to thefe engines, which in^ 
finite Wifdom hath planted againft the perverfe- 
nefs of unthinking men! May they level all the^ 
flrong holds of Satan, and bring into captivity 
every unbelieving finner to the obedience of Ghrift^ 
before fad experience convince them, that in hell 
the worm of their anguifh dieth noty and the ^firt of 
their mifery is not qjienchedy but that its flame a/^ 
cendeih up far ever and e*oer! 

I fliculd now take a more particuhir view of 
their mrfery, but as this is too extenfive a fubjeft 
to be difcuQcd at prefent, f fliall defer it to ano- 
ther opportunity, and now conclude with a fliort 
improvement of what has been advanced by way of 
inference and applicatioir. 

And, ift, We may infer from what has been- 
feid, the infatuation and mifery of thofe who inow 
ujot Gody and oley, not the gofpeh Whether they 
promife themfelvcs an exemption from this eternal 
deAru&ion^ from the prefcocc of the Lord, and 



Hhc glory of his power ; or whether they flatter 
themfelves it will not be fa dreadful and intolera- 
ble as it is reprefented to be ; or whether they in-» 
dulge ^a vain hope of being fome time or other r&- 
Icafed from this infernal prtfon, it is evident, that 
they arc mod mifcrably blinded by the god of this 
world, and deceived by the dcceitfulnefe of iin*'-^* 
Oh yc that ** know not God, and obey nat the 
gofpel," we teftify to you, upon the authority of 
the lively oracles of eternal Truth, that you are 
the very perfons who are now expofed to this^ 
dreadful Oorm of divine indrgnatfon, which at- 
ready gathers black. over your guilty heads, and 
threatens a defolating downfall ot mtf«ry and woef 
Yes, if your fpecdy repentance prevent not, upon 
you, even you f an of&nded and inexorable God 
will *< rain fire and brimftone, ftorm ar>d tempeft,. 
and this (hall be your portion to drink.'' Let not 
then that fubtrle ferpent, in whom you truf^, be- 
guile you, faying,' ** You (hall not furely die ;"^ 
for as the Lord Hveth, if you perfift in your ig- 
norance of God and difbbedierroe to the gofpel^ 
you (hall furely and eternally die. Yoa << (hall 
drink the very dregs of this cup of trembling 
and wring them out.'* ^* God is not a man that 
he (hould lie, nor the fon of man that he (houkf 
repent. Hath he fpokea^ and wrll he not do it i^ 
Hath he threatened, and will he not make k 
good?*- As fure as he is a being of immutable 
truth and inflexible juf^Fce, and as fure as yoa 
have broken his faw and reje61ed his gofpel, fo 
fiire muft you, at the noorning of the refurred^ion^ 
^ awake to everhiOing (hsfme and contempt," and 
at the day of judgmeot ^^ depart accurfcd into 
cverlarting fife.*' 

2. And fuppofe you that the empty and uneer^ 
fain applaufe of worms of the earth, or the vaii^ 
and momentarj pleaftires .o€ Qst^ Qt the uniatU-- 
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.£iA6]y and fleeting glitter of ^alden ore, can ro^ 
compenfc you for the (hame and contempt M^hich 
will thcrv overwhelnr yon with eternal confufion, 
and that pain and anguifh which the fcorching and 
fiery lake will poor like water into your bowels, 
and like oil into your bones ? Unthinking and 
deluded mortal T The praifes of thy fcllow-fin- 
ners wrH then be turned into infults and hifles, 
thy cup of p)eafure into a draught of wrath, and 
thy glitteriiig trcafures into fiery dreams of brim- 
ftone and torture. Streams thcfe, which will for 
ever deltsge thy dcfola ted nature; a* draught this, 
which will intoxicate thy foul with eternal horror;, 
and hififes and infulcs thofe, with whicli, as with 
whips and fcorpions,. the fiends ©f hell will per- 
petually la(h thy guilty and felf-accufing con- 
science ! Believe me, my poor fellow- mortal,, 
thou canil not, indeed thou cand not bear this de«- 
vouring fire! Thou canft not dwell with thefc: 
cvcrlafting burnings ! If thou thinkeff otherwife,. 
it is becaufe thou haft not counted ' the coft^ but 
haft raftily credited the devil and thy own deceit- 
ful hearty which were both liars from the begin^ 
ning,. and have not. abode in the truth; They 
ikave agreed to make thee drunk with fenfuality 
and fin, to put out thy eyes, and then to lead thee - 
blindfold into endlefs ruin,, a ruin from whence: 
diou (halt not efcape* 

3. Oh ! think, man, before the intoxicating: 
eup of fin renders thee incapable of thinking, in^ 
what a wretched condition thou art foon likely to 
be, if divine grace prevent not!- . Oh ! look, be- 
fore the. god of this world hath c^ofed thy eyes 
in eternal darknefs, into^that tremendous- oGcan of 
fiery and unfathomable wrath,, into which the 
fiream of time will foon hurry thy frail and Uaky 
veflcl ! How intolerable and lafting thy nwferyj 
.Oht think of eternity J flanft tboU:n^mber tho 
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AaTS in the firmamenCy the drops of rain, or the 
fand on the fea (hore? Make .the experiment; 
and when thou haft fini(hed the calculation, (it 
ciown and reckon up the ages of thy woe ! And 
fee that thy account be juft. Let every ftar, everj' 
-drop, every grain of fand, reprefent one million of 
tormenting ages. And when thou haft afcertained 
the fum^ know that as many more millions ftill 
remain behind, and yet as many more behind 
thefe, and ,fo on without end! Poor infatuated 
wictch! My heart bleeds for thee! — » — Gladly 
would I warn thee that thou come not into this 
place of torment. Oh ! that at length thou 
would'ft take warning ! Oh ! that thou would'ft 
imitate the example of Noah, ** who being warned 
of God concerning things not feen as yet, wa« 
moved with fear, and prepared an ark for the far- 
ing of his houfc." 

4. I warn thee, thou unholy and ungodly fouT, 
who doft not know God, nor obey the gofpel erf 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, of things not feen as yet : 
of the glorious coming of that adorable Saviour, 
whofe falvation thou haft rejedled, whom thou 
haft refufed to reign over thee, and whom, by fin, 
thou haft crucified afre(h ; I warn thee of an ap- 
proaching and inexorable Judge, who, (if thou 
repent not) will fummon thee, wjth all thy iins 
about thee, to his bar, and pafs an irreverfible 
fentence upon thee. I warn thee of a defcending 
deluge of divine and infinite wrath, which will 
fpeedily drown an impenitent and Unbelieving 
world with a fiery and unfathomable fea of mifery! 
I call upon thee without delay to prepare an ark 
for the faving of thy foul. Nay, for thy encou- 
ragement I tell thee, the ark is already prepared. 
The almighty Love of God, directed by infinite 
wifdom, hath prepared it: An ark this, which 
will defend thee againft all the ftorms of wrath^ 
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and which will bear thee up above all the wavet 
of mifery. Yes, I point thee to that man " who' 
is as an hiding-place from the ftorm, a covert 
from the tempeft, as rivers of water in a dry 
place, and as the ihadow of a great rock in a 
weary land." I bid thee hak unto Jefusy and it 
Javed ! 

5. Oh ! hide thyfelf, by faith in him, from the 
wind of temptation and fin ; let his blood fprink- 
led upon thy guilty confciencc, and his richtcouf- 
ncfs put upon thy naked foul, cover thee rrom the 
.tempeft of divine indignation: Let his Spirit, flow- 
•ing into thy heart as a river, refrefli and water thy 
feorched and barren foul ; and repofe thyfelf under 
his cooling (hade, till the burning fan of perfecution* 
fliall go down, and the fiery heat of pain andaf- 
fii£lion (hall finally ccafe ! Flee for refuge to this 
hope fet before thee, and all (hall be welt. — -For- 
/ake all known fin, ufe every, appointed mean ol 
grace, and be aKo careful to maintain and excel in 
good works. But yet re(l not there. Oh ! " tarrjr 
not in all the plain " of duty, but <<efcape to this 
mountain lefi thou be confumed." And thus like 
jufi Lot, thou (halt be delivered from the commorb 
overthrow of the impenitent and unbelieving, and 
ihalt iing the praifes of thy Deliverer and Savioui& 
QKorld without end. 



?^¥.^MOK 



( »37 > 



SERMON VII. 

• f 

r 

, . - '^^^ 

t 

FUTURE MISERY OF THE WICKED. 



^ THESS. I. 9. 

«< Who fliall b^ puniihed with everlafting de- 
ftruiSlion from the prefence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power." 

t. TTOW infallibly certain, and how adonifb- 
SJIl ingly grand and /ftriking,. are the events 
prefented to pur view by the ApofUe in this alarm- 
ing pafi*age of holy writ ! How well worthy the 
ferious attention and devout contemplation of ajil 
'Who love the appearing of our Lord Jefus Chri(t» 
yea, and of all mankind! And yet (amazing 
it is I) they are in general overlooked and difre- 
garded, even by tho^ who profefs to be aflured of 
them I 

2. The revolutions which are continually hap- 
pening in the petty dates and flu£iuating aSairs of 
this world ; the acceflion of temporal princes ta 
their tran(itory dignities and corruptible crowns ; 
the poor and infignificant conquefls obtained by 
worms of the earth over their fellow- reptiles i 
the approach of earthly judges, and the tria), 
condemnation, and punifliment of the violaters 
of human laws, fhe/e are events which ihort- 
iighted mortals deem of confequence enough to 
occupy their thoughts in private, to employ their 
longues in converfationji and to dignify the annuls. 
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of hiftory. They thinks they talk^ they wrlU ot 
thefe. 

3. In the mean time, the grand revolution o( 
tiniverfal nature ; the glorious exaltation of the 
Prince of the kings of the earth ; his complete 
and everlafting triumph' over principalities and 
powers, and all the potent enemies of his govern- 
ment ; the coming of the final Judge of angels 
and of men \ the decifivc trial of the whole world 
at his bar ; and the rewards and punifhments their 
to be difpenfed to^ immortal fouls, united to in- 
corruptible bodies; — thefe fubjedls, tho' intereft- 
ing beyond thought, and grand beyond comparifon^ 
are, alas! too generally treated with indiflerence 
and negled ! Thefe are judged unfit for medita-* 
tion in fecrtt, left they fhould make us melancholy; 

-unworthy of a place in polite and genteel ; coii- 
*pany, for fear they (Kould^ damp their mtrA and 
fpoii their pleafure ; and fure it is, he who meaifis 
to gain either' honour or profit by his pen, muft 
take care not to employ it on thef<i dreary and furi' 
tanical (not to fay methodiftical) fubjefts, for* whith 
this light and airy age has no Telifh. 

4. BiefTed be God, that thefe heart- improvFrtg 

• fub^e6J« have any place left-wJiither to retire! 

• Bleffed be God, that they are not yet quite bah- 
iftied out of the world ! They are ftill (thanks 
to Divine Providence!) allowed to remain in oor 
Bibles, and now and then (altho' not often) to af- 

• cend the pulplf^ and give ferious inftruftibns to a 
few of the poor and illiterate, who are not yet 
arrived at fuch a pitch of refinement as to think 
it beneath them to attend their ledtures But who 
knows how foon they will be forced from this 
their laft retreat? Who knows how foon this 
jovial and licentious age, will forbid us to men- 
tion death and judgment, heaven and hell, even 

' iQ the pulpit^ and -confine u« to difeourfe on.fub- 

iea* 
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jcfls which h^vc Icfs tendency to alarm their fears 
and make their minds uneafy ? However, as this 
is not yet the cafe, let us not negledl to improve 
the liberty wherewith we are indulged, and in 
purfuance of our fubjed^^ let us, as was propofed^ 
in our ia(^ difcourfe, 

Secondly, Take a more particular view of 
the nature and duration of the mifcry of the 
wicked, as proved and explained in the preceding 
Sermon. 

1. But here I confefs my mind recoils. I feel 
a fenfible rcl usance to enter upon the confidera^ 
tion of fo dark and difmal a fubjed ; a fubjedl: 
which yet I believe very ncceffary to be confider- 
ed, and not lefs profitable. For doubtlefs bur 
Lord and his Apoftles, would not have recom« 
mended fuch painful meditations to us, if they 
.were not needful, and calculated to yield us much 
fruit. To fay nothing of their tendency to reftrain 
us from fin, prompt us to duty, excite us to dili-^ 
gence, and awaken our fleepy fouls to watchful 
care and fearful circumfpe^^ion ; refledlions upoh 
thzt future and eternal mi/ery^ which is referved 
for the impenitent and unbelieving (inner, and is 
the juft defert of us all, mjiy be of great ufe to 
encreafe our patience under all th« afflidlions and 
troubles of this life, fo light and momentary in 
comparifon of it. And, at the fame time, to 
iconlider this mifery in contraft.with that exceed* 
ing^ great and eternal weight of glory, which is 
the free gift of God through Jcfus Chrift, will 
tend to enlarge our conceptions of that great fa?- 
^^ation which Chrift hath wrought out for us, and 
of confequence to endear the Saviour to us, to 
whom we owe our redemption from the curfe of 
the law, and our deliverance from the wrath to 
come. 

2. PiYiTLY then with this rcludhnee I.with thi* 
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•< fooli(h, this treacherous compaffion,*' (as tTie 
benevolent Dr. Doddridge calls it) " which chufcr 
xather to leave men to be confumed, than didurb 
Itheir flumbers." Let us ferioufly addrefs our- 
felves to the confidcration of a fubje£^ which, tho* 
dreary and unpromifing in appearance, is notwith- 
Handing productive of much wholefome fruit. Oh, 
that it may prove fuch to us all ! — Sorry Ihould I 
be, by difcourfing on this point, only to torment 
fomc of you before the time ; and yet if you feri- 
oufly attend to what (hall be delivered, and after 
all dill refolve to remain in your (ins, it cannot 
be expedted to produce any other eScA. If, 
therefore, that be your refolution, if you be not 
difpofed to bid adieu to all iniquity, and give your* 
felves up to the fervice of God without referve, i 
would advife you to withdraw, and forbear bear-^ 
irig a difcourfe which, while that is your difpofi- 
tion, can only diftrefs you. Withdraw, hbw- 
cver, with this perfuafion, that you are knowinglyr 
and wilfulfy plunging into an abyfs of mifery^ 
which you have not courage to open your eyes to 
behold ; and this thought, if I millake not, will 
be as a thorn to difturb your beds of indolence and 
pleafure, and as wcymwood and gall intermixed 
with your cups of riot and excefs ! Oh, that it 
may, after all, roufe you from the one, and make 
you naufeate the' other, before you make your 
bed in hell, and drink the flames of endlefs tor- 
ment I 

3. In the former difcourfe upon this fubj[e6t, in 
which the text was explained and the do6trine ef- 
tablifhed, it was observed, that the de(lru£lion 
here fpoken of, (ignified, ill, " The utter ruin of 
their once holy and happy nature, and the final 
death of all their comforts and their hopes ;" and 
adly, ** the entire pcrvcrfion of all their powers 
And faculties^ which (hall then be only employed 

ia 
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m diihonouring God, and rendering themfelve» 
moft completely wretched." 

Let us enlarge on thefe two particulars, and 
then, as was propofed, sdly, earnediy addrefs 
both faints and (inners, on this important fubjedt. 
And, I ft. Their once holy and happy nature (ball 
then be utterly ruined, and all their comforts and 
hopes finally deftroyed. « 

I. Indeed their hoiineis and happinefs was in 
reality loft in this world, altho* not irrecoverably. 
Even here, where << the true light enlighteneth 
every man that cometh into the world," they were 
depraved by fin and immerfed in mifery, but they 
knew it not. Being laid faft afleep by the opiates 
of Satan, and amufed by many pleafing dreams of 
worldly vanity, invented in great variety to em-^ 
ploy and entertain them, they wift not what had 
befallen them* But intoxicated with the enchant-* 
ing cup of pleafure, and in the midft of their mid- 
night flumbers, tho' plunged in the filth of ini- 
quity, and faft bound by gigantic lufts, they talked 
much of the purity of their nature, the freedonr* 
of their will, and the light and liberty in which 
they walked. Tho' the Devil's captives, con- 
fined by him in the prifon of fin, bolted and barred 
by unbelief, and in the territories of hell; yet 
were they as eafy and unconcerned, as if they had 
been poflfefiTed of all poflible honour and felicity. 

a. At times, indeed, the ftormy blaft of adver- 
fity, the painful fmart of afHidion, or the terror 
of God's threatnii^s, difturbed their repofe, and 
aknoft awakened their fleepy fouls : but another 
draught of Satan's cup ftuptfying their fenfes, and 
the agreeable fong of " Peace, peace," founding 
an their ears, lulled them to deep again, while fin 
iilently doubled their fetters and chains, and un* 
belief, ftopping up every avenue of divine lights 

. added 
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added frc(h locks and bohs to their prifon doors.— 
And now they flcep more fccurely, and dream 
more madly than ever. — No fooner do they end 
one dream than they begin another. Scenes of 
l^uiinefs and amufement continually open one be- 
hind the back of another, that they may not awake 
out of their fatal flumber, till the officers of di- 
vine juftice break open their hellifti prifon, and 
bring them forth by death for execution, when the 
time of their probation being ended, the things 
which make for their peace are for ever hid from* 
their eyes. 

3« Then their deeping and dreaming end to- 
gether. They fuddenly awake to a moft keen 
and dreadful fenfe of the ruin of their nature, and 
the final death of all their comforts and their 
hopes. They feel in a manner words cannot de- 
(cribe, from what an height of holinefs and hap- 
plnefsy into what a depth of guilt and mifery they 
arc fallen. — — Deftitute of their Maker's Image, 
and confounded at the difcovery of their naked- 
nefs and deformity, they fly from the prefence of 
the light, and the (ight of faints and angels, now 
intolerable ; and overwhelmed with (hame and 
ever la (ling, contempt, feek for refuge from the an- 
gui(h they fuffer under the (hades of infernal dark- 
nefs. But alas! the flames of hell, tho' black and 
difmal, afford light enough to demonftrate their 
folly and depravity, while the arrows of almighty 
indignation, prepared by inexorable juftice, and 
diredled by unerring wifdom, purfue and overtake 
them, and piercing them thro* with unknown for- 
rows, lay them low at the bottom of that fiery 
lake, which fed with ftreams of brimftone, and 
kindled by the breath of Jehovah, fwells, over* 
flowSf and torments their ruined fouls! 

4. Their once holy and happy nature is now 
ruimd^ utterly and finally ruined; without any 

remedy, 
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#emedy, of the moft diflant hope of recovery. 
Their frail^ vcffels, tho* built of the bcft mate* 
rials, yet corrupted by the worm of fin, being 
<:onveycd by. t^ie ebb of time, dawn the fmooth 
river of life,, arc now hurried beyond the bar of 
death into the fiery ; and unfathomable fea of dK> 
vine vrrath. In this moft tempei^uous ocean^ 
tofTed by the furious winds of almighty indignla- 
lion, upoiT the raging billows of infupportable tor* 
tnent, they fufFer a fpcedy and an eternal ihip^ 
wreck. Dalhed upon the i^ocks of ruin, or fwal« 
lowed , up in the gulph of de^air, they are entire- 
ly loft, and not one broken piece of holinefs or 
happinefs remains, nor fo much as a (ingle planlc 
of hope, upon which they may expcfl:, tho* after 
millions of ajges^, to efcape to fome land of reft, 
But, 
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Bound to the bottom of the flaming poot, 
Tho* loath, and ever loud-blafpheming, ovrps 
*Tis juftly doom'd to pour eternal groans ; 
To talk to fiery tcmpefls, and implore 
The raging flame to give its fiiry o'er ; 
To writhe, to tofs, to pant beneath its load. 
And bear the weight of an offended God." 

And now they have no flcepy opiates to make 
fhem forget, for one moment, their hiirery ; no 
amufement . to divert their attention from their in- 
tolerable pain, and no confolation left to lighten, 
in any degree, the dreadful weight ef their fuffer* 
ings ! 

5. In their moft diftrefiing fityation here, fome 
alleviating circumftances rendered their a^iiStion 
tolerable. — Some remaining good in part relieved 
tbem under their greateft loifes ; fome cordial, 
limely iidminiftex(;d| fuppprted them under theii; 

......... ,levcr.eft 
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fevereft troubles, and fome fympathizihg friend^ 
kindly interpofingy took a ftare of their cares 
upon himfelfy and helped them to bear the bur- 
den of their woe. Or if thefe things all failed, 
and they were reduced to the very extremity of 
diftrefs, yet even then hofe^ flattering hope, which 
in diis world 



*€ 



Spjings eternal in the human breaft," 



darting a ray of comfort through the gloom, pre* 
vented their cafe from becoming defpeifate^ But 
n$w there is the reverfe of all this. AIl^ all is 
loft, entirely loft, and nothing of good remains ! 
Every poflible evil hath befallen them, and with 
every poflible circumftance of aggravation I No 
condoling friend lightens their load of forrow I 
No beam of hope promifes any advantageous 
change ! But on the contrary, tormenting fiends 
and malicious fpirits add to their weight of fuf- 
ferings, by cruel upbraidings; and black defpair, 
hovering over their defponding fouls, flaps his 
raven wings and foretells an eternity of woe ! In 
thofe 



4t 



Regions of forrow, doleful (hades, where joy. 
Where peace can never come, hope never comes. 
That come^ to all : bat torment without end 
Still urges, and a fiery deluge fed. 
With ever- burning fulphur unconfum'd*' 



» 



But farther, (if wc have courage to venture 
further into thefe dreary territories of the prince 
of darknefs,) thp deftrudlion fpoken of in our text 
implies, 

adly, The entire perverfion of all ih^x facuU 
iieSf /o that they ferve only to encreafe their tor- 
liient, and render them moft completely wretched* 
LctSiS confi^er them briefly and in order. 

I. The 
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1. The Imagination^ freed from every clogi 
therewith its motions were once impeded, when 
it was incumbered by flefli and blood, being now 
rendered quick and a6^ive as a difembodied fpirit, 
is perpetually traverfing, with incredible (peed 
and unwearied diligence, the gloomy regions of 
Hell in queft of woe. And having colledled to- 
gether every confideration of horror, it clothes 
them all in the mod hideous forms, and thereby 
keeps the poor, affrighted foul in continual terror 
and difmay.— — The Underjiandingy cleared of all 
tht mids of Ignorance and fumes of prejudice,, 
wherewith it was obfcured in this world, and now 
difcerning every thing in its true light, is ever un- 
happily bufied in comparing the joys of heaven 
with the torments of hell, and contrafling the 
happinefs they have loft, with the mifery they have 
incurred. It remonftrates, in tei-ms which wound 
and pierce their inmoft fouls, upon their ingratitude^ 
foUyi and perverfenefsj in reje<Sing a felicity fo 
valuable in itfelf, fo dearly bought, and fo freely 
and repeatedly offered ; while in contradi<Slion to 
reafon, to duty, and intereft ; againft the cleared 
light and the greateft love ; notwithftanding the 
mod folemn warnings and earneft intreaties, the 
exhortations, prayers, tears, and blood of the Son 
of God himfelf, they knowingly and wilfully plunged 
into a depth of woe, from whence there is no 
redemption. 

2. In this work of torment, the underftanding 
receives no fmall affiftance from the Memory, now 
ftrcngthened to an amazing degree. This faculty 
brings in review their w hole life, and prefcnts to 
the adtive mind an endlefs variety of circumftances, 
which only tend, like oil poured into the fire, to 
feed the flames of their mifery, and make them 
burn with more unabating fury. — It reminds them 
on the one hand, of the many and undeCct^^ 
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mercies of a kind Creator, a patient Preferver, and* 
a gracious Redeemer, which might have warmed 
the coldeft bread with fervent gratitude and love ; 
and on the other, of the various and alarming 
judgments executed by the righteous governor of 
the world, for the terror of evil doers, which 
might have broken in pieces the moft rocky and 
adamantine heart. But their breads remained^ 
after all, (llll cold as ice, and their hearts hard 
as a nether mildone. It brings to their remem- 
brance the fuperintending care of a kind and 
watchful Providence^ which perpetually and wifely 
ordered all for their good, removed their hin- 
drances, afforded them helpis, and put them in the 
moft favourable circumftanccs for their reftoration. 
But they perverfely, by a diabolical £kill in fpiri- 
tual chymiftry, extrafled a bitter out of every 
fweet, turned their helps Into hindrances, and their 
good into evil ! 

3. By the help of the Memory they recblledl 
the many, free and gracious t)fFcrs of reconcilia- 
tion which were made them by the Ambaffadora 
of Chrift, accompanied with repeated and prcf- 
fing invitations, to accept thofc offers and faithful 
warnings of approaching mifery, if they negledlcd 
them. They remember how all thcfe were, time 
after time, attended by the influences of the Spi- 
rit, difpofir^ their minds to confider and improve 
them. At times they were inclined to comply, 
and almoft perfuadcd to be Chriftians, efpecially 
when an alarming Providence cut off, by a fudden 
and unexpe<S^ed Uroke, fome near relation or dear 
friend, or laid a heavy hand of afHidlion upon 
themfelves. But alas! fome hurry of idle bufinefe 
occupied their minds, fome phantom of empty 
applaufe engiged their purfuir, fome intoxicating 
draught of the cup of pleafure, unhappily taken, 
drowned their convidions, or fome frothy company 

or 
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or vain amuCcovent, diverted their attention from 
the one thing needful I And thujs they have for 
ever loft that exceeding great and eternal ^weight 
rf glory y which they had once fo fair an oppor- 
tunity of attaining, and funk into an unfathom- 
able depth of woe, out of which there is no 
deliverance ! 

4. In the mean time Confcience is not idle. Once 
indeed 

'* She feem'd to flecp 
On rofe and myrtle, luird with fyren fong : 
Once (he feem'd, nodding oe'r her charge, to 

drop 
.On headlong appetite the flacken'd rein. 
And give them up to licence unrecall'd." 

But It was all deceit. Even then flie regiftere^ 
all their thoughts, and words, and works, and 
kept a faithful and circumftantial account of their 
whole conduft. No temper of mind, no adipn 
of life efcapcd her obfervation ; but 

<* The fly informer noted every fault. 
And her dread diary with horror fill'd : 
tJnnotic'd mark'd each moment mifapplied 
On leaves more durable than thofe of brais : 
Wrote their whole hiflory, which now fhe reads 
In every pale delinquent's private e^j." 

For being no longer bribed by fin, nor ftupificd 
by cxcefs, Confcience how tells them the truth, 
the whole truth* and that in accents moft dread- 
fully fevcre, from which they can no longer turn 
away their ears. 

5. They are now obliged to hearken, however 

reludant, to the tormenting hiftory which Caw* 

Jcience mmutely gives them, of the fabbaths they 

have broken, the ordinances they ha<e profaned^ 

the oaths they have fworn, the lies they have told, 

G 2 \Jw^ 
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the ads of uncleannefs, intemperance, fraud, 
and oppreflion they have committed, the mer- 
cies they have abufed, . the judgments they 
have (lighted. She gives them a particular detail 
of all the inftances of their ingratitude and dif- 
obedience to him,* who was at once their moft in- 
dulgent parent and bountiful benefadlor ; and en- 
larges much upon their Hypocrify before an heart- 
fearching God, their formality in the worfhip of 
him who is a Spirit, and their lukewarmnefs in 
the purfuit of immortal honour and eternal gain. 
In (hort, this long-negledlcd, and now implacably 
revengeful power, perpetually holds out to their 
view the glafs of God's holy law, which con- 
founds and torments them with a difcovery of their 
filthinefs and deformity. Look which way they 
will, their fins, the offspring of their folly, fum- 
moned by Confcience, in all their number and ag- 
gravations, dreft in the moft frightful forms, and 
armed with the moO dreadful inftruments of tor- 
ture, ftare them in the face with looks of ven- 
geance, and fly upon them with infatiable fury. 
Thus, like an infernal fiend, (he }a(hes their foiils 
with whips and fcqrpions, while as a worm (he 
gnaws and confumes their inwards, or like* an 
hungry vulture preys upon and devours their un- 
decaying vitals. 

6. And if the rational faculties, the moft noble of 
our nature, are thus bufy in executing upon them the 
indignation and wrath of an offended God, for their 
depravation and abufe of thofe faculties, furely the 
inferiour powers, which are but fervants to the fupe- 
riour, will not be futferod to remain unemployed. 
—•The Pajjlom have a confiderable (liare in this 
work of vengeance affigned them, and that juftly, 
for ,thcy bear a chief part in foliciting man to fin. 

Indeed fome of the pafTions which imply happinefi 

. 
in 
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in their very nature, fuch as Ejleem^ and7/<?/^, and 
Joy^ never vifit thefc dreary regions, but take up 
their abode in purer climes, and under the in- 
fluence of a milder (ky. But all thofe which fin 
hath debauched and made pregnant with woe, are 
bani(hed to thefe inhofpitable realms, far from the 
dwellings of light and liberty, where they are con- 
tinually employed in digging deep into mines of 
mifcry, and forming of hellifli metal inftruments of 
punishment, wherewith to torture damned fpirits. 

7. Thus thofe unhappy creatures feel infatiablc 
Dejtres after objecSs infinitely and eternally remov- 
ied from them, while to objedls ever prefent and 
before them, they have an unfpcakable Hatred^ and 
an unconquerable Averfton A deluge of remedilefs 
^tfrr^w* perpetually overwhelms them on account 
of the torment they already fuflfer ; but as if they 
fufllcred nothing in comparifon of what was yet to 
come, they are ever terrified with the moft dread- 
ful Fear of unknown waves of woe, which they 
fee continually rifing in tremendous mountains, 
one behind another, and ready to burft upon their 
hopelefs fouls with a frefh flood of afflidlion! 

8. And, ah I what they fufltr from the morti- 
fication of their Pride^ and the everlafting (hame 
and contempt wherewith they are loaded ! Proud 
as Lucifer, they deem themfelves worthy oft he 
highei^ dignity, when, behold! th^y are funk to the 
lowefl point of degradation, and are only noticed 
to be hifled and defpifed. Hence they fret, rave, 
and tear; they fwell with refentment and rage to- 
wards God and one another. The rancour which 
boils in their breads vents itfelf in revengeful 
looks, horrid imprecations, and impotent efforts 
of difappointed cruelty. Difcontent^ rertlefs and 
impatient ; Anger^ loud and boifierous ; Envy^ pale 
and ghaflly ; Malice^ implacable and fierce \ in 
ftiott, all the pafljons (capable of tiufcrj"^ \\V^ ^si 

•G 3 ^ twaL'Wj 
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many dogs of hell, ]ct loofe and enraged, at the 
beck of the prince of darknefs and his malicious 
crew, with infernal howlings and barking rage, 
furround, attadc, and rend tbeir wretched foals, 
crying out for help in vain, with piteous wailii^ft 
and loud laments 1 Such is 

«' Woe's ^%ide empire, where deep troubles tofs. 
Loud forrows howl, invenom'd paiHons bite i 
Rav'nous calamities their vitals feize. 
And threatening fete wide opens to devour." 

9. What hath hitherto been faid, refers only to 
the mifery arifing from the abufed and corrupted 
faculties of their ffuls; but I muft not forget to 
mention, on this occafion, the fufFerings peculiar 
to the bodies^ wherewith the wicked will be puniih- 
ed at the morning of the refurre£lion.— =-ARd here, 
to fay nothing of that fiery lake, to the bottom of 
which they will be chained by dcfpifed mercy, con- 
verted into inexorable wrath, and which furroundt 
their whole body with its fcorching flannes, and in* 
finuates itfelf ^< like ivater int6 their bowels, and 
like oil into their bones. " AJl their Sfn/eSt which 
virere formerly excitements to luft and inlets to fin, 
together with all their Members employed on earth 
AS inf^ruments of iniquity, are now, by the ap* 
pointment of infinite jufiice, betome inlets to mi* 
fery, and inftruments of puni(hment. Their Eyes 
accufiomed to behold fcenes of pleafure and oHeds 
of delight, are now terrified with the fight or hi- 
deous forms and frightful (hapes. Their £arSf 
wont to be entertained with wanton fongs and me- 
lodious mufic, are now fhocked with doleful groans, 
lamentable (hrieks, and horrible howlings. Their 
Nojlrilsy formerly revived with fragrant odours and 
rich perfumes, are now oflTended with the intoler-» 
sib}e Aench of fulphur, and rottennefs, while their 
^^^t ufcd to be regaled nvvvYv \!te raoft gcneroui 
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wines and richeft dainties, is now tormented with 
the naufeoufnefs of brimftone and piitrefa6tion. In 
the mean time, their hands^ thtxxfeei^ their heads^ 
their hearts^ their whole body, in (hort, with all 
its meml^erSy (hares in the woe, and contributes to 
the punilhment of thefe miferable wretches. Thus 

"" All tljpfc powers heaven gave them to fupply 
Their foul with pleafure, and bring in their joy. 
Rife up in arms againft them, join the foe» 
Senfe, reafon, memory^ encreafe their woe ; 
And there their voice, ordain'd on hymns to dwellj 
Corrupts to groans, and blows the flames of hell ; 
There they muft look with terror on their gain. 
And with exigence, only meafure pain." 

10. Such is the defirudion wherewith Chrifty 
when' he cometh, will recompence thofe who know 
not God, and obey not the gofpel. J mean, this is 
a faint picture of it. For as to their mifery itfelF, 
fo far have I been, while attempting to defcribe it, 
from dipping my pencil in too deep colours, that 
the whole creatiqn affords none deep enough to re- 
'prefent a thoufandth part of its greatnefs. For as 
«* eye hath not fecn, nor cafr heard, neither hath 
it entered into the heart of man to conceive what 
God hath prepared for thofe w^ho love him ; " fo 
the fame may we affirm concerning the torments 
refcTvcd for thofe who hate him. " Eye hath not 
fecn, nor ear heard, neither hath, it entered into 
the heart of man to conceive " thefe : our moft en- 
larged conceptions fall far fhort of them. How- 
ever, we fee enough of them, (one would fuppofe) 
to awaken our fear, and arm our fouls with watch- 
ful care to avoid them. 

This is the end I have had in view, in difcours- 
fng on this difagrecable fubjeft. I mean hereby, 
thro* the grace of God, to prevent your ever (har- 
Ing thefe unknown fufFerings, and proving, to your 
eternal' for row, how vaftly my d^kT\^\\wv C-aWa. 

G 4 ^^tt^ 
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(hort of their, reality. And that I may not n>ifs 
my aim, I beg leave to addrefs you a moment by 
way of application and improvement, before I 
conclude. 

And I ft, Let me intreat you to recol]e£l what 
has been proved, and to remember, that while 
*« you know not God, and obey not the gofpel," 
you are perpetually liable to all the unknown and 
unfathomable horrors of this mifery. Yes, this 
great gulph which Chrift and his apoftles have 
unvailed to your view, and advifed you to caft a 
Took towards, before you plunge headlong into 
It ; this abyfs of mifery, beneath your very feet, 
as it were, 



Expands its jaws, how dreadful to furvey ! 
And roars outrageous for its deftin'd prey.' 



Ah, my friends ; be not fo childifh as to think 
the bare ihutting your eyes againft its difmal 
gloom, pierced with (hafted lightening, and 
ftreaked with fpiry flames, will make it ceafe to 
cxift, prevent your falling into it, or render it in 
• any degree the more tolerable. As well might 
you think to extinguifh the fun by clofing your 
eyes, or to avoid a cannon ball by looking ano- 
ther way. You may indeed turn a\Cay your fight 
from this perdition, fix your attention on fome 
more agreeable fubje^), and fo avoid the prefent 
pain which fuch refledlions might produce. But 
alas ! yoii will gain little by this ; for to (hun the 
confideration of this mifery now, is the way to 
continue in fin, and fufFer it eternally hereafter. 

2. And wilt thou then fhut thine eyes, and leap 
wilfully and obftinately into ruin ? Ah, finner, 
think what thou doft ! And haft thou then count- 
ed the coft ? Canft thou indeed bear this de- 
vouring fire which yet wiH not confume thee? 

Caoft 
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Canft thou dwell with thefe everlafting burnings, 
for which thou wilt be the everlafling fuelj 
where 

'* Thy torment maft tranfcend 
The reach o{ time, defpair a diHant end. 
With dreadful growth (hoot forward and arife 
Where thought can't follow^ and bold fancy dies.'' 

Poor unhappy wretch ! how infatuated muft thou 
be 1 — If thy mind were not blinded by the god 
of this world, and thy very fenfes drenched in 
fenfuality, and ftupified by the opiates of fin, if 
thou hadft any power of dlfceming or feeling left, 
I would afk thee how thou couldf) bear to be fud* 
dcnly ftript of all thy earthly pofTeflions, totally 
defer ted of aH thy friends, arreted by mercilcfo 
creditors, confined in a dark dungeon, loaded with 
heavy irons ; and in this condition, Aarving with 
hunger and cold, dnd deftitute of every neceflary 
accommodation and attendance, to be viiited with 
torturing pain or fome loathfome difeafe? Sure 
thou haft love enough for thy money, thy credit, 
thy friends, thy liberty, thy health, and in fine, 
thy life, to fee that all thefe calamities befalling 
thee at once, would be indeed intolerab^e, to 
thee (at leaft) who haft no intereft in God and 
heaven. But furely thou doft not think that all 
thefe calamities put together, and ten thoufand 
times more and greater, can give an adequate re- 
prefentation of that doleful place, which injintte 
wifdom hath contrived, almighty power prepared, 
and inexorable jujtice deft ined for the puniftiment of 
incorrigible tranfgreflbrs ? 

Believe me, all the evils thou haft ever beheld 
with thine eyes,* heard with thine ears, or con- 
ceived in thy heart, na^, all that thou couldft 
ever conceive, if thou waft to fpcnd an eternity in 
doing nothing elfe, but devifing fortus of wv*^ ^w4 
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changes of mlfery, if all colle6ted togetheri and 
appointed to befall thy wretched felf in one moment 
of time, would not furnifti thee with an adequate 
idea of that future and everlafting ruin, in which 
(if thy fpeedy repentance prevent not) thou mufty 
ere long, lift up thy ghaftly eyes, begging in vain 
for a drop of water to cool thy tongue, becaufe 
thou wilt be tormented in that flame. — And then. 
Eternity I Eternity! ah, to fpcnd a never-ending 
eternity in fuch anguifli ! 1 o be '* ages and ages, 
and fucceeding i^ili new ages/' in that lake of 
fire, burning with brimdone, and after millions of 
ages are pad and gone, dill to have the wretched 
confolation of knowing that thy mifery is no nearer 
an end, but all, as it were, to begin again ! Ah I 
who can bear even to think of this ! The very 
thought of fuch woe is enough to make one's blood 
run chill, and (ill one's foul with horror 1 It is 
enough to make one's head giddy with fear, to 
look down that dark and fiery pit into which poor 
fmners are perpetually plunging, blinded and in* 
ienfible, till the penetrating fire makes them feel^ 
ami the glaring flames of tophet open their eyes to 
behold themfelves undone for ever ! 

4. Ah 1 flee, finner ! flee from this wrath fo 
come ! — But f^ay, and fird falling down on thy 
knees, folemnly praife God, that it is not yet too 
late. Thank him from thy inmod foul, that he 
has not yet cut thee down, and afligned thee thy 
portion in this place of torment ! Butch! dare 
not, at the peril of thy foul, tempt his long-fuffcr- 
ing any longer ! — Do not perfld to provoke that 
JSerce and almighty wrath which thy (ins have 
already kindled againd thee, and which (bad not 
the precious blood of Chrilt been poured upon the 
flame) would long, ere now, have utterly con« 
fumed thy unholy foul, and made thee a monu-^ 
mem of vengeance to others ! Do not, 1 fay^ 



perfiil to provoke an holy God/ left Chriil (hould 
ceafe to incerpofej and fiery indignation (hould, it% 
nn inf^ant, blafl all thy hopes, and devour thee as 
his adversary ! Confidcr how many years he has 
already interceded for tlrv barren foul, ** Let him 
alone this year alfo." But alas 1 hitherto he has 
prevailed in vain for thy reprieve, for to this day 
thou had borne no good fruit. Stil), ftill thOu art 
only a cumberer of the ground I And who knows 
whether he has not already put up the laft prayer 
for thee, and commifllioned me, by thefe terrors of" 
the almighty, to dig for the laft time about thy 
roots ! — If thou bear fruit, it is well, but if not, 
if even this earthquake of God's judgments do 
not jfhake thee ; if after this Chrift come feeking 
fruit on thee and find none, what remains, but that 
he fay, " Let no fruit grow on thee from hence- 
forth and for ever," or, *• Cut it down, why cum- 
bcreth ir the ground ?'* *, 

5. Therefore, delay no longer, but while thy 
glafs of time is not yet run out ; while the fun of 
divine Love is not yet gone down upon thee ; 
while the long-fufFering of God the Father ftill 
waits to be gracious ; while the compaffionate 
friend of finners ftill intercedes for thee ; while the 
cver-blcffed Spirit is not yet provoked to bid thee 
an eternal adieu, but ftill continues to ftrive with 
thee ; — in (hort, while there is yet any hope con- 
cerning thee among the blefted inhabitants of 
Heaven, that thou mayeft, after all, be faved ^ or 
any fear concerning thee, among the fiends of 
Hell, left after all thou ftiouldeft efcape that place 
of torment ; before the door of falvation is for 
ever (hut againft thee, before yawning Tophet has 
devoured, and clofed its mouth upon thee. — Flee, 
linner ; flee ; at the peril of thy foul, flee ! — But 
whence and whither (halt thou flee ? — Flee from 
thy JinSf thy luhewarmnefsy thy unbelief i fle^ tc^ 
Calvary, to the Crofs, to Jetu^ vo X\\^ ^ ^NixcdLv^ 
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Opened in his (ide, to the Blood and Water whicft 
iffuc thence, ** and arife, waih.away thy fins, cann- 
ing on the name of the Lord/' Apply by faith hi« 
bloody .his nncrits, to thy guilty confcience ; r©- 
ceivc by faith the fan6lifying graces of his Spirit. 
Embrace and ever hold fail the blcfled hope of 
cverlaAing life. Let thy converfation be as be- 
cometh the Gofpel of Chrift. Thus believe and 
ihew thy faith by thy works, and as fure as he is 
the refurreflion and the life, fo fure, tho^ thou 
tuert dead, yet Jbalt thou Uve^ and living and li^ 
Uiving in bim, Jbalt not die eternally* . 
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PROV. XL 30. 

« He that winncth Souls is Wife." 

l.npHIS is a book of Proverbs y or of wife and 
JL weighty Sayings, many of which, altho' 
containing felf-evident truths, and fuch as only 
need to be known, that they may be approved, are 
neverthelefs z%furprizing as they are tnfiruBvue and 
important. Altho' fome of them might have been 
in ufe among the more wife and civilized parts of 
mankind for many generations, even from the time 
that men began to multiply upon the face of the 
earth, yet it is evident that moft of them were firft 
fpoken by Solomon. For God had given him, 
*< Wifdom and underftanding exceeding much, and 
largenefs of heart, even as the fand that is on the 
fea-ihore : and his wifdom excelled the wifdom of 
all the children of the Ea(^, and all the wifdom of 
Egypt :" infbmuch that ** all the earth fought unto 
him to hear his wifdom \ for his fame was in all 

nations.*' 
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4[iations. * " Now, it feeoiSy he exprefTed his wi(l 
dprn chiefly in uttering Apophthegms or Proverbs ; 
for, according to the facr^ hilforian, he fpake 
three thoufand Proverbs: Thefe, fome have 
thought, "vi^ere collefled and committed to writing 
by his Servants who attended him and heard his 
wifdom; I^at thoCe contained in this book, irhich 
are, I beh'eve, not quite a thoufand, and might 
probably be a (eledlion from the refl-, were un- 
doubtedly written by Solomon himfelf, and that, 
at the mocion and under the diredion of the Holy 
Spirit. 

2. Indeed they are worthy of hinH the Spirit of 
Truths oiff^ifdoniy and of Grace^ as their Author, and 
are all of the nature of the fountain from whence 
they flow ; nor can we eafily drink of thefe pure 
and tranfparent fl reams, witnout being at once en« 
lightened and refrefhed. Thefe Proverbs of Solo- 
mon conrain the water of life, as well as other 
parts of the facred Volume ; and with one peculiar 
advantage; we nbed not dig deep to a;rtiYe at it. 
'Their fenfe is, in general, obvious to the meaneft 
capacity, and that at the firft fight, and yet is not 
the lefs ufeful atid importaat for. being fo eafily ap- 
prehended. Add to this, that they, have a €§m^ 
nutnding Influence over the mind ahd heart ; and 
while they challenge the aflenl.of the Underftand- 
ing, fubdue the will, and win the afiedions. This 
perhaps may be intimated in the original term here 
tranflated Proverbs : For it is derived from a word 
that iignifies to rule^ or have dormnion. 

3. The world, indeed, as a pious and judicious 
Writer obferves, is governed by Proverbs, " As 
feith the Proverb df the Ancient»,t " or, in the laiw 
guage of the Vulgar, ** As the old faying is," has 
much influence with mod people. But there aid 

/ iKmf^s iv. 291 and x. 24 f Sam. xxxiv. 13. 



Troverbs which tend fo corrupt men's minds, and 
harden them in fin. For the Devil, the World, 
and the Fle(h, have their Prorerhs. To guard us 
againft the evil influence of thefe, let us confider 
and lay to heart thefe Proverbs of God, that are fo 
ialutary, and are intended as an antidote againft 
the baleful effedls of the other. For inftance : 
Does Satan fuggeft that, ** it is wife and commend- 
able to give ever)r man as good as he brings, " and 
fuiFer no injury to pafs unrcvcnged ? To defend 
our minds againft the pernicious tendency of this 
helliffa maxim, let us remember, " That He that 
is ilow to anger, is better than the mighty ; and he 
that ruleth his fpirit, than he that takcth a city.*" 
Does the Flcfti inculcate, *' He is a wife man that 
does well to hinofelf, " that eats, and drinks, and 
gratifies his appetites? N^y, let us rather be* 
lieve, inafmuch as "If we live after the fleih wfc 
fliall die ;" ** that altho* this way fcemcth right 
unto a man, the end thereof is the way of death. " 
Does the world preach, *< Gain all you can : fot 
he is a wife man that gains wealth ?'* As a prefeir- 
vative againd this, let us be aiTured and lay it to 
heart, that, " the fruit of the righteous is a tree of 
life ; ** and that he, rather, <* that winncth fouls 
isi^ife." 

4. By the righteous^ here, we are to underhand 
thofe who are fuch, not in outward appearance 
only, but in reality ; thofe to whom righteoufncfs 
is imputedy in whom it is imftavtedy and by whoth 
it \% fraB'tJed ; in other words, thofe that are juf- 
tified, regenerated, and rendered obedient to the 
holy Will of God, by a faith working by love. 
Thefe, by Ifaiah, are termed, " Trees of righ- 
teottfnefs, the planting of the Lord, that he may 

♦ PfOT, XYi. %X% 
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be glorified, t" viz. by the fruit they, bear. For 
«* herein," faid Jefus, " is my heavenly Father 
glorified^ that ye bring forth much fruit." . And 
their graces ^nd: virtues ^ with the effe6t thereof in 
promoting the honour of God and the good of 
mankind, are the fruit they bear; fuch as their fJEiitb, 
bope, and love; juftice, n>ercy, charity; their 
knowledge, zeal, "diligence ; their example,' in* 
ilruAions, reproofs, and prayers ; their intereft in 
heaven, and influence on earth. Thefe are, as 
the fruit of the Tree of Life, precious and ufeful ; 
being the means, frequently, of preferving and 
rendering more ufeful even the prefent life ; and, 
which is of much greater moment, of communi- 
cating or increafing fpiritual life; and of bringing 
men to the enjoyment of eternal life. 

5. Hence it appears, what great bleffings good 
men are, in the places where divine Providence has 
caft their lot. They produce abundance of fruit, 
like that of the Tree of Life. Nay, they even 
V)in fouls. For the words may be rendered, with 
equal propriety, He that is wife winneth fouls. And, 
under(\ood in this fenfe, the latter part of the fen- 
tence may be confidered as explanatory of the for- 
mer, or as an enlargement of ic*s meaning. Thus, 
The righteous produce fruit, like that of the tree of 
life : for. being wife they win fouls. They are trees 
of knowledge^ as well as of life ; not forbidden, but 
commanded knowledge ; and by communicating their 
wifdom, they winfduls^ and make them wife unto 
falvation. However, I fhall take the words in the 
fenfe of our Tranflation, He that winneth fouls is 
wife, becaufe, when thus underftood, they contain 
a propofition not only of the ftricfteft truth, but of 
the dcepeft importance ; and a truth peculiarly 

t I fa. Ixiii. 3. 
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worthy of our ferious confideratipn at this time, 
when we are met together, in folcmn Conference, 
to confult rcfpcfling the ways and means of winning 
fouls, and of enlarging the kingdom of Chrift,and 
with a view to encourage one another to undertake 
and profecute this bleffed work faithfully. I hope 
therefore for your very ferious attention, while wc 
confidcr, 

I. What is implied in winning fouls ? and when 
a foul may be faid to be won ? 

II. /« what way fouls maybe won, or the means 
to be ufed in winning them ? 

III. How it appears that it is wifdom to win 
fouls ? 

IV. Who are concerned in this declaration? 
fFhofe duty it is to win fouls ? ^ 

I. And firft, confider we what is implied in 
winning fouls, and when a foul may be faid to be 
won ? 

I. This phrafe, to^- iv in fouls ^ does not occur, I 
think, again in Scripture, and is capable of beine 
underftood in different fenfes. Some may confidcr 
the expreflion as meaning no more than to win the 
hearts and afFeflions of others, fo as to make them 
our true friends, fincerely attached to our intereft. 
And it muft be confefled, that there are cafes in 
which to do this, is both lawful and commendable. 
If we ourfelves be the real friends of God and 
mankind, and are employed in promoting the in- 
tereft of tKe Redeemer in the world, it is not a 
blamable, but on the contrary, a virtuous and 
praife-worthy conduft, to ufe every prudent and 
lawful means of fcngaging the efteem and love of 
our fellow- creatures, that we may induce them to 
favour the caufe in which we are embarked. In 
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a fcnfe fomewhat fimilar to this, our Lord is to be 
underftood when he commands un, to ** make 
ourfclves friends of th* tnammon of unrighteouf- 
nefs ; " that is, by a proper ufe of the mammon or 
wealthy generally employed in an unrighteous man-^^ 
ner, << that when we fail, they may receive us in- 
to evcrlafting habitations," may appear for us, bear 
witnefs to our good works, and bid qs welcome in- 
to the heavenly regions. Now, if we may law- 
fully.make ourfelves friends, by our bcneficenoe 
and liberality, with a view to our own happinefs, 
we may much more do it, with a view to the glory 
of God. But neverthelefs, inafmuch as the irt- 
fjpired Penman, when he affirms, ** He that win- 
neth fouls is wife, " fecms plainly to affirm an tfi- 

/olute and univerfal Truth ; and it is not abfolutely 
and univerfally true, that he who wins thef afiec- 
tions of mankind, and makes theiti his friends, rs 
wife ; therefore, we have reafoo to think this it 
not the meaning of Solomon in thefe words. 

2. For the fame reafon, by winning fouhj herff 
cannot be meant the inducing people, to embrace 
OMT opinions y vihcthcr on religious, political, or any 

.other fubjedts. It is true, if our opinions bt/crip^ 
turaly efpecially refpe£ling the important matters 
of religion, we do thofe ne fmall favour whom .we 
perfuade to embrace them. Yet Aill, as we have 

^ reafon to believe there are few perfons but what;ire 
entangled in fome errors, and thofe perhaps of no 
fmall moment, it can never be affirmed, abfolutely 
and univerfally, that he who winneth fouls in this 
fenfe, that brings them over to his way of think- 
ing, is wife. For if his fentiments be erroneous, 
and he induce othejrs to embrace them, he may 
poffibly be the caufe of their everlafting damna- 
tion. For being intangled in error, they may alfo 
be led into fin, (all error having, more or lefs, a 

dcSriiStive tendency. ) and of confequence into 
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Mcll, and in the cikI their blood may be required 
at the hands of him who firft mifled them. So 
that before we ufe means to inftil our opinions into 
others, we ought to be well aflured that they have 
the fandVion of reafon and truth, left we (hnuld be 
ignorantly adminiftering poifon inftead of whole- 
fomtfood^ and murdering thofe fouls we meant to 
feed. In which cafe, as our plea of ignorance will ' 
be but a fmali recompence, and a poor fupport and 
confolation, amidQt their everlafting burnings, to 
thofe whom we have deprived of eternal life, and 
plunged into eternal death ; fo neither will it be 
sdlowed before God as a fufficient excufe for our 
guilt. 

3, It will hardly be neceflary, after what has 
juft been advanced, to obferve, that by winning 
foul9, cannot be meant the bringing people over 
td the party with ^hich we may happen to be con- 
neded. This^ it will eafily be difccrned, may prove 
a bleflSng to them or a cuife, according as the 
itiembers of fuch a party are or are not the true fol- 
lowers of Chrift. If they be fuch, to draw perfons 
into Society and communion with them, may betho 
mean of faving of their fouls: for, **He that walk- 
cthwith wife tiicn (hall be wife." They that **fear 
the Lord," and are united together in Chriftian fcl- 
lowfliip, " fpeak often one to another," by way of 
Inftrudlion, reproof, or confolation, as they appear 
feveraliy to ftand in need : yea, they *« exhort one 
another daily," and the confequence generally is, 
not only that <<^the Lord hearkens and hears ; and 
a book of remembrance is written," but, by this 
they prevent /m toil heart of unbelief Uom fp ringing 
up in themfelves and others, and preferve one ano- 
ther from being <« hardened by the deceitfulnefs 
of fin." On the contrary, aa we are aflfured that 
** a companion of fools (hall be deftroyed," if we 
be conne<Sted with fools ^ that is Jinnerx^ ^^tvvvcv\ixw^ 
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in fin, and not the real children of God, thofe 
whom we draw over to fuch a party, we draw to 
their ruin and deftrudion. So that in this cafe 
too, as well as in thofe before mentioned, it con- 
cerns us to.confider well what we do. Let us 
take care that we be conneifted with the people of 
God, with thofe that are wife, holy and virtuous ; 
and then, the more we induce to enter into fcl- 
lowjfh'p with us, the better. For by having feU 
lowfliip with the dlfciples, they will be introduced 
into fellow(hip with their Matter ; and from union 
with thofe that are fandtified, they will afpirc to 
an union with him that fanSfifieth. And their 
union and communion with him on earth, will in- 
fallibly prepare them for, while it manlfeftS their 
title to, everlafting fellowfhip with him in heaven. 
4. It appears, therefore, that it is a matter of 
no fmall moment to win foals ^ even in this fenfe ; 
to bring them to be united^ with the children of 
God. This, however, is not what is primarily 
meant in our Text. It is not the drawing fouls 
into ynion with the people of God, but into feU 
lowfhip with God himfelf, that is here intended. 
In other words, it is the " turning of them from 
darknefs to light, and from the power of Satan 
linto God, that they may -receive forgivenefs of 
fins, and an inheritance among them that are fanc- 
tified, by faith in Chrift Jefus." By nature, men 
are in darknefs, and under the dominion of the 
Prince of darknefs. They are the fervants, the 
dhildren, and in fome fenfe, the property of 
Satan, who is the " god of this world, and 
worketh with energy in the children of difobedi- 
ence.** <« His fervants ve are," faid St. Paul, 
^< whom ye obey." " 1 e are of your Father the 
Devil," faid Jefus, to the unconverted Jews, 
** fpr his works ye do." Jews and Gentiles, yea 

all 
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all mankind, while in an unrenewed flate, are, 
according to the Scriptures^ •• dead in trefpaffcs 
and fins, and children of wrath ;*' that is, under 
condemnation, and cxpofed to the wrath of God, 
Now to win them is to bring them into the favour 
and family of God, that being juftified by his 
grace, born of his Spirit, and made his childredy 
they may be conftituted heirs according to the hope 
ef eternal life^ glorifying him in their bodies and 
fpirits here, and prepared to be glorified with him 
hereafter, 

5- But it will be neceffary more particularly to 
defcribe thofe that are thus won.- And ift, They 
are enlighten td by the Spirit as well as Word oif 
God, and made truly acquainted with themf elves. 
They are convinced of their (infulnefs and guilt, 
their depravity, weaknefs, and mifery ; in confe- 
qucnce of which they pcperience that humiliation 
and for row for, and that hatred to fin, which con- 
ftitutc that *' Repentance which is unto life, and 
which need not to be repented of." This never 
failis to be followed v/iih fruits worthy of repent ande. 
They " ceafe to do evil, and learn to do well," 
in all refpcdls, as they have ability and oppottu- 
nity. On the one hand thty are *< blamelefs and 
harmlefs, in the midft of a crooked and pcrverfc 
generation;" and on the other, by their good 
works, they " (hine as lights in the world." 

A and particular, implied in the charadler of 
fuch fouls as are won, is, thty are enlightened with 
the faving Jinowledge of Chrifi. He is revealed to 
them as to his perfon and offices, his humiliation 
and exaltation, his grace and glory, in fuch a 
manner, that, renouncing all dependance on their 
own righteoufncfs and ftrength, they truft only on 
his Merit and Spirit, for pardon, holinefs and 
eternal life. Hereby they obtain an intereft in 
hiflj, and union with him, as their Prophet, 
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Prieft, and King, their Redeemer^ Saviour, Head, 
and Hufband \ made of God unto them, wifdom, 
righteoufnefsy fandification, and redemption. 

In confequcnce of this, 3dly> as St, Peter tcf- 
tifics, they find him precious, they fmcerely and 
fervently love him. Indeed, if they did not, they 
would want one very important branch of the 
charad^er of fuch fouls as are won. For, as grace 
and peace are the property of all thofe that love thp 
Lord Jefus in finccrity *, fo ** if any man love 
him not, he is anathema ;'* that is, under a curfe: 
Maranatha^ adds the Apoftk, a Syriac exprefldon, 
which means, "The Lord comeih^ viz. to execute that 
curfe, and fake vengeance upon him. And it is 
to be diligently obferved, that this Ipve i& always 
produ£live of the fruits afcribed to it in the word 
of God, << He that hath my commandments," 
faith Jefttf, << ajid keepeth themj he it is, that 
laveth mj^." They therefore, that love him, and 
are truly gained over from Belial to Chrift, live to 
him. For " The love of Chrift condraineth them" 
fo to do. << None of them llveth to himfelf, and 
none of them dieth to himfelf; but whether they 
live, they live unto the Lordj or whether they 
die, they die unto the Lord : living of dying, 
therefore, they are the Lord's." 

Hence it is that, 4th]y, ^s St. Paul x^KJ&Uf 
they are new creatures. Old things are paffed uway^ 
and all things are become new. For it is fo natural 
for a m)a,n to live to himfelf, to make bis own 
will his l^w, and his own honour, or inrereft, or 
pleafure, hig;cnd, in all his words and works, that 
if any man waltj>y another rule, viz. the divine 
will, and dire<St his ^<51 ions to another end, viz. 
the glory of God, be muft be born again, or r<« 
newed in the fpirit of his mind. This, therefore, 

£ph. vi. 24. 
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is an eflential branch of the charaAer of a foul 
that is won. ' He is *' walhed in the laver of re- 
generation^ and renewed by the renewing of the 
Holy Ghoft." He has " put off the old roan, 
and put on the new, and is created in Chrift Jefus 
unto good works." And this divine change, begun 
in his foul, muft be increafed and perfcded. God 
having " predeilinated him to be conformed to the 
image of his Son," he muft ** prefs to this mark, 
for the prize of his high calling of God in Chrift 
Jefus; forgetting the things that are behind^ and 
afpiring after the things that are before." It muft 
be his ruling dcGre, ^hd principal endeavour, fo 
to follow Chrift, that he may have in him the 
whole mind that was in Chrift, and walk as he 
walked ; glorifying God by a holy, unblamable, 
edifying condudl and converfation ; and enduring 
with refignation and patience towards God, and 
ipeeknefs, gcntjenefs, and long-fuffering towards 
mankind, all the trials and troubles, injuries and 
affronts, whidi in the courfe of Providence he 
may meet (vith. 

II. I proceed now to conlider, 2dly, in what way 
fouls may be won P 

I. By the metaphorical expreffion here ufed^ in 
the original, the wiCe man Teems to allude to the 
eaUbing of birds^ or yJJft, or the taking of- a city 
flroDgly fortified. And perhaps, without incurring 
the danger of being deemed very fanciful, 1 might 
make ufe of thefe comparifons to illuftrate my fub* 
]€€t. I might obferve, that the . minds of meh 
while in their natural ftate, like birds, are iigbt^ 
inconftanr, and triiiing, winged indeed^ /urniftied 
with affedions, that they may afcend towards hea« 
ven, but loading thofe afie6Uons with thick clay, 
with the love of fin and vanity, of money, honour, 
pieafure; with woridiy .defines and caros, and (ink- 

inar 
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ing down to earth, in confequcncc of which, they 
are entangled in the mud and filth of ir, and 
<< caught alive in the fnares of the Devil, and led 
captive by him at his wHl. " 

2. Now in order that «* God may give them re- 
pentance to the acknowledgment of the truth, that 
they may recover themfelves out of Satan's fnare," 
theymuft, id, be alarmeti with faithful reprefenta- 
tlons of the danger they are in while unconverted. 
They muft be given to know that, while in a fallen 
flate, a (^are of ignorance and lin, of guilt, depra- 
vity, and weaknefs, they 2irc the fuije^s^ thefer* 
vanfSf nay, and the children of Satan ; joint-heirs 
with him of future wrath ; to which wrath it muCt 
be proved to them, they are continually cxpofed, 
being continually on the verge of death and eter- 
nity. When we have reafon to believe they arc 
awakened to a due fenfe of their danger, and 
brought to be ferioufly concerned about eternal 
things, they muft, idly, be aUure4t by unfolding 
the precious promifes of God, made to them, if in 
true repentance and faith they return unto him. A 
free 2iT\d full pardon for all their paft fins, the efpe^^ 
dal favour and love of God, adoption into his fa- 
mily, and regeneration by his grace, the indwelling 
of his fandlifying Spirit ^ and communion with him 
from day to day^ together with his peculiar care 
and prote^iony mufl: be fet before them, and offered 
to them, ** without money and without price.'* 
Thefe privileges they muft be.affured may be en- 
joyed on earth, while eternal life, felicity, and 
glory, are laid up for them after death, in the 
heavenly, everlaftihg kingdom of their God and 
Father. 

. 3. Again. That they may make more hafte to 
embrace thefe blefTmgs, they muft, 3dly, be 'drawn 
with the cords of love, the love of God in Chhft 

Jefus, 
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Jefus and the bands of a man, viz. folid reafon and 
argument. " God fo loved the world, " muft be 
pur language, " that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whofocver believeth in him (hould not 
periCb, but have everlafling life. " " Herein, " 
we muft cry, ** is love ; not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us, and made his only begotten 
Son a propitiation for our fins. *' " For when we 
were under <!ondemnation, and expofcd to wrath, 
and without ftrengtii to help oMrfelves, in due tin^e 
Chrift died for the ungodly. " ** Now fcarcely for 
a righteous man," we muft argue, ** will one die; 
although perad venture for a good man fome would 
even dare to die. But God commendeth his love 
towards us, in that while we were yet (inners, 
Chrift died for us. • Much more then, being nov 
jiiftifted by his blood, we fliall be faved from wrath 
ihro' him." In this way did the Apoftles addreft 
thcmfelves to the guilty, doubtful, and defponding 
children of men. Thus did they draw them unto 
die Lord Jefus, and bring them to experience the 
Conftraining power of love divine Thus did 
Chrift himfelf draw nrankind unto himfelf. Be- 
ing •* lifted up" upon the crofs for loft finiiers, 
being " wounded for their tranfgr^ffions, and 
bruifed for their iniquities, and bearing in his own 
body on the tree, the chaftifement of their peace,^" 
he led them to reflect on their own finfulnefs and 
guilt, and thus to judge that ^^ if one died for. all, 
then were all dead ; and that he died for all, that 
they who live, (hould not henceforth live unto 
themfelves, but unto him that died for them, and 
rofe again." And in this we muft imitate our 
Lord and his Apoftles. We muft diredt finners 
to *^ behold the Lamb of God that taketh away 
the fins of the world ;" and to «* look upon him 
whom they have pieieed," that they may mourjfi for 

H thofe 
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thofefins, which were the caufcs of his fufFerings^ 
and vow to crucify thofe lufts, which crucified 
the Son of God. In the mean time, like him, 
his Prophets and Apoftlcs, we muft rcafon with 
them concerning the nature, excellency, and ne- 
ceflity of true religion, and demonftrate how little 
they will be *< profited, if they (hould gain, even, 
the whole world, and lofe their own fouls ;"'and 
ihew what a poor recompenfe any temporal ac- 
quifitions, however valued, and coveted, will be 
for the lofs of heavenly riches ; and what a fmall 
confolation the recolle61ien of pad temporal plea- 
fures will be to them, while fuffering the tortures 
of eternal painf. 

, 4. If after all they linger, they muft 4thly, be 
driven with the threatenings of the word of God, 
as with a drawn fword. The fiery Law of the 
Moft High muft be difclofcd, flaihing convidiion 
into the guilty breaft, and thundering forth its 
curfes from Sinai, amidft blaclnefs^ and darknejs^ 
and tempejiy upon the unholy and profane. Its 
Precepts muft be unfolded in all their fpirituality, 
extent, and obligation ; and its threatenings de- 
nounced in all their miferies and woes, againft 
every violator of it. •* Curfed," muft we teflify, 
** is every one that continueth not in all things 
that are written in the book of the moral Law to 
do them.'* And left they ihoul4.fuppofc, that the 
Gofpel is lefs-holy than the Law, makes more al- 
lowance for fin, and fti^ws more mercy to impeni- 
tent finners, going on in their trefpafles, — its more 
dreadful threatenings muft alfo be declared, in- 
all their awful and tremendous terrors. ** He 
that believeth not,** we muft bear witnefs, " (hall 
be damned \^ *' ftiall be punilhed with everlaft- 
ing deftru(9ion from the prefence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power." " Fqr this," we muft 

tcftify. 
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tcftify, **^i8 the condemnation," the reafon of the 
juft condemnation of thofe that perifh, *• that light 
is come into the world, and* men love darknefs 
rather than light, bccaufe their deeds are evil." 
We muft exhort them, therefore^ •• to give the 
more earned heed to the things which they have 
beard, left at any time, they (hould let. them 
flip. For if the word fpoken by Angels," (viz. 
the Law delivered on Sinai, by their miniftry) 
<• was ftedfaiV, and every tranfgreffion and aS of 
difobedience received a juft recompcncc of reward ,i 
how (hall they cfcape," ve muft demand, " who 
neglect fo greft^falvation" as is offered in the Gof- 
gel ? a falvation ** which begun to be fpoken by 
the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them 
that heard him ; God alfo bearjng witncfs both 
with figns and wonders, and divers miracles, and 
gifts of the Holy Ghoft ?" " He that defpifcd the 
Law of Mofes," wc muft remind them, «* died 
without mercy, under two or three witncffes ;" and 
we muft leave them to judge, ** of how much 
forer punifhment," it is certain, '• they fliall be 
thought worthy, who trample under foot the Son 
of God, count the Blood of the Covenant ^ 
common thing, and do defpite unto the Spirit of 
Grace." " See then," \ve muft urge, •* that ye 
refufe not him that fpeakcth ; for if they efcaped 
not that turned away from him that fpake on earth, 
much lefs (hall we efcapc, if we turn away from 
him that fpeaketh from heaven ; whofc voice," wc 
muft proceed, " then (hook the earth ; but now 
he hath proraifed, faying, Yet once more I (hake, 
not. the earth only, but heaven alfo." This time 
of terrible (baking, when Jehovah will arife, in 
all his wrath, to " (hake terribly the heavens, 
the earth, the fea, and the dry land, to (hake all 
nations ;" and when he who ought to be ** the de- 
fiXt of all naticyns/* << (hall come, the fecondtime 
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vithout fin ; (hall be reveakd from heaverv whh 
bis mighty Angels, in flaming fire, taking ven- 
geance on them that know not God, and obey not 
the Gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift:" — thU 
awful day of final Judgment, *^ when the heav-eos 
being on fire (hall be dififolved, and the elemeotg 
fliall melt with fervent heat, and the earth, and all 
its works, (haH be burnt up^" muft be difplayed in 
^11 its terrors ; and ** Who among you, " we 
mud a(k, ** can hear this devouring fire ? Who 
among you can dwell with thefe everlafting 
burnings ?*' 

5. Thefe awful difcoveries, aae intended to 

drive men to Chcift, ^^ the hope fet before them," 

that they may take fan£luary in him, as the man* 

(layer did in the city of refuge, when puifued by 

the avenger of blood. Bur, if we find that in« 

()ead of having this cifed, they rather dvive tbem 

from him, and that, viewing him 2B z. Lawgiver 

and Judge., rather than as a Redeemer and S/wiour^ 

they are terrified under a fenfe of their finfulneis 

and guilt, and are afraid to approach him ; we 

snuft endeavour to encourage them to '^ draw near 

with a true heart, in full aiTurance of faith.'* 

We muA fet before them djjcoveries. of bis bound* 

lefs mercy and love, and of his .infinite compaf* 

fions for their manifol4 ^firmities,, and muft 

give them alTu ranees of a welcome reception, and 

of " grace to help in time of need." And wc 

muft exhort them, in cfependance on this grace, to 

" ftrive to ent^rinatthe ftraitgate : to work out 

their falvatign with fear and tremtjling ; and to 

give all diligenee to make their calling and leiec** 

tion fure-** 

6. That they may find no poflTibie way pf ef- 
caping, we muft endeavour to clofe them inpn all 
(ides* The Preachers of the Gofpel, we muft 
xemcrober, are " fiflicrs of men ;" and .the Got 

pel 
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pd they preach is like " a net caft into the fea." 
This net, formed of the various do6^rincs, pre- 
cepts, protnifes, thrcatenings, and exhorrations of 
the word of God, we muft make ftrong, by argu- 
ments drawn from all quarters,* from naturey pro^ 
videncey and grace ; from things *uijible and hivjfi-' 
ilff temporal, and eternal; and mu(k unfold and 
fpread it over the fouls of men. And then, by 
applying the word which we have explained, muft, 
as it wcte, ^* clofc the net upon rhem," that they 
may indeed be caught ^ fo as not to efcape ; and 
may be drawn out of the fea of this world, before 
it becomes a lake of fire burning with brifhftoney 
to the land of life and immortality. 

7. To ufe one metaphor more, which alfo feems 
manifeftly to be alluded to in the Text : Souls 
muft^c won as a C/Vy, Tower, or Strong^bold^ 
pofTefled and garrifoncd, is won, when it is taken 
from the enemy. Satan has many firong-holds, in 
many particular families, or individuals, whom, 
as haying peculiar influence, thro' their learning, , 
wealth, or authority, he labours hard to fortify 
with unbelief and fin, and to pofTefs and garrifon 
by a diabolical agency, that, thro* them, he may 
more eafily fubdue and retain others in his power. 
Now even thefc forts, and towers, and citadels of 
the Prince of daB^nefs may be taken. ** Compel 
them to come in," fays Jefus : But how ? By 
fire and fagot ? By perfecution ? No : but by 
Reafon and Scripture, by the Word and Spirit of 
God, by Faith and Prayer, " For the weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal, but mighty thro' God, 
to the pulling down the ftrong-holds of Satan, and 
bringing every thought into captivity to the obedi- 
ence of Chrift." 

8. Upon the whole, thofe that would win fouls 
muft firft be deeply concerned to wiq them, from 
a fcnfe of their immenfe value ', and this concern 
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muft appear in the whole of their deportment, in 
all their tempers, words, and works. This will 
induce them, on the one hand, to ufe their utmoft 
efforts to accomplish an end they have fo much at 
heart; and on the oiher, carefully to (hun and guard 
againfl: whatever would obiUuiSl the accomplifh* 
ment of it. Secondly, They muft (hew that 
they are won t hemf elves ^ and muft give full proof 
of their converfion to God, and regeneration thro* 
his grace, by their deadnefs to lin, their heavenly 
difpodtions of mind, and their watchfulnefs and 
circumfpeft walking. They muft be examples to 
mankind, in all holinefs and rightcoufnefs, from 
day to day. They muft- thirdly, ufe the means 
which God hath appointed, in order to this end, 
and in particular, reproof, exhortation, and doc- 
trine. And as ** Servants of the Lord, they muft 
not ftrivc," muft not contend, but muft ". b€ 
gentle towards all men, patient, and apt to teach, 
in meeknefs inftru<5ting thofe that oppofe thetxv- 
felves, if God, peradventure, will give them re- 
pentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 
that they may be faved." I fliall only add 
here, that another and moft important mean to 
be ufcd is that of prayer^ fervent^ confianty ferji* 
veringy and faithful prayer. For as to winning 
foulsy of ourf elves we can do nothing, "Not by 
. wifdom, nor by might," is this great work ac- 
complifhed, ** »but by my Spirit, faith the Lard." 
** Tne hejp that is done upon earth he doth it 
himfelf;" and he accordingly, muft be fought 
unto in earneft prayer, that he may do it. 

IIL We come now to the third general head 

of difcourfe; The Wifdom of winning Souls. 

ift. "^Ihey who win fouls are wife^ becaufc 

they aft according to the Will of the infinitely 

wife God, and co-operate with him in the falva- 

tion 
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tion of mankind. " It is not the will of your 
heavenly Father," faid Jefus, the true and faith- 
ful interpreter of his Father's Will, ** that one 
of thefc little ones (hould peri(h." " He is not 
williRg," faid Peter, " that any (hould perifli, 
but that all (hould come to repentance. * ** He 
willeth all men to be faved,*' teftifies St. Paul, 
" and to come to the knowledge of the truth." 
Hence it was, that •* he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whofoever belie veth in him (hould not 
perilh, but have cvcrlafting life ;" yea, *« he fent 
his Son into the world; not to condemn the world, 
but that the world thro* him. might be faved.^' 
The falvation of fduls, therefore, is a matter 
which God has infinitely at heart, and to accom- 
pli(h which, the Father, Son, and Holy Gholl, 
•* work hitherto." And he that is employed in 
winning fouls, is, in this particular, a ^* worker 
together with God;" which to be, as it is an 
high honour, fo it is^ alfo a great privilege ; and 
he that makes choice of it, manifeils great wif- 
dom, even a wifdom refembling the wifdom of 
God, of which, indeed^ it is the ble(red fruit and 
cfFca. 

Again, adly. He that winneth fouls is wlfe^ be- 
caufe he, in a peculiar manner, glorifies God. 
To glorify God, is to know and acknowledge the 
divine glories, or perfedions, and to be fuitably 
influenced by them, as to our tempers, words and 
works. Now as none will attempt to win fouls 
who do not thus glorify God them fe Ives, fo they 
bring the fouls they win to glorify him too. In 
other words, being themfelves ** wife unto falva- 
tion," they are inftrumental in making others fo# 
Fulfilling themfelves the divine will, and com- 
plying with their indifpenfable duty, they prevail 
on others to do the fame: Embracing themfelves 
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the ineflimable privileges and bleflings of the Gos- 
pel, they perfuade others to'cfftbrace them likewife. 
All which difcovers great wifdom ; nor can any one 
doubt whether it be wife to win fouls, tinlefs he, at 
the fame time, doubt whether it be wiic to glorify 
God, and bring others to glority him ; which, in 
<ffe6t, would be to doubt whether Angels were 
wifer than Devils. *' The fear of the Lord," 
fays the infpired Penman, " that is wifdom ; and 
to depart from evil is underftanding ; ^ and of 
confequence, to bring others to fear him, and to 
<lepart from evil, is a fiill higher degree of wif- 
dom and underftanding. 

3. That they who win fouls are wife, appears 
further in this : They recover to the great Crea- 
tor his loft creatures, and to the heavenly Faiheif 
his loft children. Before fouls are won^ they are 
lofl^ in many refpedls ;- — loft to Gcd^ whom they 
do not ferve and glorify ; — ^to their fellow creatures^ 
whom they do not edify ; — ^and to themfelves^ not, 
being cither holy or happy. But when they are 
won, they are found j^^ --'found of God, whom 
they now glorify, anfwering the end of their crea- 
tion and prefcrvation ;-^-found of their fellow 
creatures, to whom they are now truly ufeful, and 
that in matters temporal as well as fpiritual ; — 
and found of ihfimfelvcs, being in Chrijl new crea^ 
tureSf and truly happy in communion with God. 
Now, if it be a goody and therefore a wife adiion, 
to bring back ft raying ftieep or cattle, loft upon 
the wiM mountains, to their rightful owner, and 
an adlion yet better and wifer to recover to a kind 
and indulgent Father his prodigal and loft chil- 
dren ; who can defcribe the wifdom of him that 
brings back to the great Creator and Parent of the 
Univerfe, his rational and immortal oflipring, 
that had at once difl^onoured him^ and ren- 
dered 
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dered themfelves moft wretched by wandering 
from him ? 

4. A further proof of the great wifdom of win- 
ning fouls is found in this ; when fouls are won» 
the Pref truer and Benet06lor of nf»en, in whom 
they, live^ myvey and have their beingy and wha 
fpares them, and fuppUes their wants from day to 
day, that they may turn and live to him, fees the 
end of his patience and long-fufFering toward* 
them, at length anfwered, and receives due praife 
for his many and undeferved benefits. Now if \t 
be an a6l of kindnefs to a neighbour, and there- 
,fbre of Wffdornf to bring his difobediem fervant, 
whom he had long fed and clothed, and whofe: 
wants he had fupplied, to a fenfe of his duty to 
his Mafter, and to induce him to perform the fer- 
vicc due^ to him, to whom he is engaged, and bjr 
whom he has been fappoFted ; it is^ furely an^ 
inftancc of abundantly greater, wifdom, to engage 
the rational creatures of God to beconae faithiui 
Servants of their divine Mafter. 

5. The wisdom of winning fouls will appear iii» 
a yet more ftriking light,, if we confider that the 
.fouls that are won,, ace not only creatures of God^ 
madcy and pfefcrved, and provided for by him,, 
but alfo his purchafey bought with a price of \m* 
menfe value ; ** redeemed, not with corruptible 
things^ fuch as filler and gold, but with the pre- 
cious Blood of the Son of God." To ei^imate,, 
therefore, the wifdom of winning them, is to cf- 
timate the value of the Biood (bed for their Re** 
dcmption. Now this, it is well known, is of in^ 
finite worthy as being the blood of a perfon of 
infinite dignity. Unfpeakable therefore, is the- 
wifdom of winning fouls, whereby the Redeemer 
i« put in poffeflion of the purchafe of his Blood^i 
and fees the fruit of the travail 6f hifr foul, and ofi 
his extreme (ufFerings- 
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6. Again : As the fouls and bodies of men are 
the purchafe of the Blood of Chrift, fo are they 
defigned to be the Temples of the Holy Ghoft, be- 
ing made for this end. *< Know yc not," fays St^ 
Paul, to the believers at Corinth, " that ye are 
the Temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you ?** Atid again, "Know ye not 

. that your body is the Temple of the Holy Ghoft, 
which is in you, which ye have of God, and yc 
arc not your own ? " And yet again, << Ye are 
the Temple of the living God; as God hath faid, 
I will live in them, and walk in them.** But let 
it be obferved, this is fpoken only of rsai Chrif- 
tianSf of fouls truly won. They, and only they 
are, ftricHy fpeaking, the Temple of God, and 
have the Spirit of God dwelling in them. As to 
all others, although mad^f prejervedy and redeemed^ 
to be God's Temples, and an habitation of the 
Holy One, by his Spirit, yet they are not fo in 
reality : They arc rather temples left defolate^ and 
buildings in ruins. But as foon as they are won^ 
they are rebuilt, adorned, and inhabited by the 
God of Glory. He, therefore, that wins fouls is 
wife ; for he is an indrument in the hands of God, 
of rebuilding and beautifying thefe fpiritual Temi- 
ples, and of preparing the way of the King of 
Glorv tO'the Throne on which he moft deiires to 
fit and reign, the broken and contrite hcariof the 
humble penitent. 

7. As a ftill further proof of the wifdom ,of 
winning fouls, let it be obfcrved, that when fouls 
are won, rational and immortal creatures, perifti- 
ing in ignorance and fin, in depravity, weaknefs, 
and mifery, are favcd. They efcape their prefcnt 
impurity and guilt, and attain holinefs and happi- 
ncfs ; and perfevering in the ways of God, they 
obtain cverlafling felicity of foul and body. How 

great 



WINNING SOULS. fjt^ 

great then is the wifdom of winning fouls ! Were 
it only the curious n^achine of man's iody, fo fear- 
fully and wonderfully made, that was refcued from 
death and corruption, it would be a jireat acguifi* 
tion How much greater and more important a 
falvation is that of a rational and immortal foul,, 
capable of fuch high degrees of wifdom, holinefs- 
and happinefs through the countlefs ages of Eter-^ 
nity ! To fave a perifhable jewel, of compara- 
tively fmall value, from the filth of "a dunghill, 
and place it in the crown of a monarch ; and much 
more, to reftore a darling child from a noifome and 
dangerous diforder to cafe and health, would be^ 
deemed a wife and worthy adlion, altho* that eafe* 
and health, like all thirigs here below, were but to 
laft for a fhort feafon. But to fnatch fuch a child 
from the jaws of a lion, the paws of a bearV or 
from a raging fire, altho' with great danger to 
©nc's felf, would be judged an a<Sl of ftill greater 
wifdom and importance ; and yet that lion, that 
bear,, or that fii^e, would but have devoured,, 
m momentary pain, the infant's bedy. Its 
foul would have efcaped, thro' the rage of the 
flames, or the teeth of the ravenous bead,. tO' 
reft and happinefs. What then (hall we think of 
the falvation of the whole man^ body and foul,, 
from " the vengeance of eternal fire ;*' — from ** the 
worm that dierb not, and the flanges that fhall not 
be quenched ;" from the indignatfon and wrath of 
the inccnfcd Deity, and the tribulation and an- 
guifli confequent thereupon ? Who can defcribe,, 
or even conceive the wifdom of this ? Who can* 
form any adequate idea of the importance of fuch^ 
an adliori ? 

8. Indeed, when fouls are won ; nay; w»hen 
one loji fviner is brought to God, the gain is fp> 
great, that joy is given even, to the Angels of 
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God. " There is joy," faid Jcfus, '< in the pre- 
fence of the Angels of God over one (inner that 
repenteth." How much more over many, over 
hundreds, thoufands, and myriads 1 How im- 
portant then, mud thofe divinely illuminated and 
inconceivably wife Intelligences know the falva- 
tion of fouls to bel And how wife muft they 
judge him, who choofes, in preference to every 
other calling, to be employed in faving fouls, and 
feels no care equal to that of being found faithful 
and fuccefsful in his high and holy calling! Surely 
thofe Morning Stars, the firft-born Sons of Jeho- 
vah, who fang his praifes together at the birth of 
nature, and (houted for joy at the firf) appearance 
of a world which was to be the dwelling place of 
immortal minds, while clothed with clay: — Surely, 
thofe wife and intelligent inhabitants of the hea- 
venly regions, who have viewed with continued 
attention, the various and ftupendous works of 
thctr mighty Maker, works of Providence and 
Grace, as well as of Creation, for fix thoufand 
years, would not be moved with a light matter, 
nor find their large and enlightened fpiiits fuddenly 
fwell and overflow with joy at the light of a tri- 
vial event ! ' Surely, no fafls, but fuch as arc of 
the greateft magnitude, can have any influence on 
their comprehenfive and exalted minds ! And yet 
behold, thefe eldeft and moft experienced Sons of 
the everlafting Jehovah, burfting forth in extatic 
joy and praife, at the converfion of one fingle fin- 
ner ! Of what great worth, then, are immorta) 
fouls, in the judgment of thofe beft capable of 
judging ; and how wife is the man, who conlidera 
the faving of them as the moft important bufinefs 
he can be employed in on earth ? 

9, Permit me to mention two or three confide* 
rations niOre on this head. Souls are rarely, if 

ever 
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ever won, but much ignorance, fin, and mifery, r» 
prevented, even in. others ; cfpecially among the 
.relations, friends, and neighbours, or acquain* 
tances of the perfons thus brought to God ; and if 
they be not converted, they are at leaft civilized. 
And this is an acquidtioiv of no fmall momenta 
But the rhatter rarely dops here. The fouls won, 
will be inftrumental in winning others ; and thefe 
again will gain others ; and who can fay where the 
progrefs of this good work will end ? Nay, it wilJ 
never end, at leaft wh!le the world fubfifts ! It 
will continue and increafe till time (hall be no 
more : And the cfFedls of it will remain to ali 
Eternity ! For, "the kingdom of God is like unto- 
leaven, which a woman took and hid in three mea. 
fures of meal till the whole was leavened. ** And 
again : "The kingdom of God is like to a grain 
of muftard-feed, which a man took and fowed in 
his field, which, indeed, is a fmall feed, but when 
it is grown, it is the greatcft among herbs,^ and be-* 
Cometh a tree ; fo that the birds of the ai^r come 
and lodge in the branches thereof. *^ 

ID. Now all this will redound to our benefit*^ 
Hereby, firft, our joy and happinefs muft be in* 
creafed in the great Day of the Lord. To rneet 
fo many fouls in glory would afford unfpeakable 
pleafure, even if others had been the inftruments 
of bringing them to God ; how much more to 
know and be affured that God had blefled our en- 
deavours for the efFeding that great and glorious 
work, and that we were the fpiritual Fathers of 
that numerous progeny begotten by the GofpeL 
Secondly, we ihall certainly meet with returns of 
gratitude, love and kindnefs, from the fouls thus 
won^ in a way we -at prefent know nothing of; 
and perhaps, too, fhall receive benefits from 
them, of a nature of which we can now form 
no conception. Undoubtedly they will con fi dec 
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themfclvcs as laid under infinite and everlafling ob- 
ligations to us for havings under, God, refcued 
thcrn from boundlefs and eternal tornicnts. They 
will therefore be our everlaAing friends, and in 
every way" in thctr power, will flfiew us everlaft- 
ing kindnefs. Add to this> thirdly, that we (hall 
receive, from the Lord> pofitive rewards of glory 
and happinefs, according to the number of fouls we 
have won, or rather according to the zeal we have 
fnanifeftcd, and the parns we have taken, in en- 
deavouring to win them. For ** the Lord is not 
unfaithful to forget out work and labour of love 
which wc fliow toward his name/' but *^ every 
man (hall receive his own reward,: according to 
his own labour.*^ And then, fourthly, the gra- 
titude and love which we (hall find overflowing, 
our fouls towards God, for ufing us as inflru- 
ments in his hands, of fuch great good to our fel- 
low-creatures, will be an everlailing fpring of 
holinefs and happinefs to us. So that, iit every 
point of view, whether we confider our-felves or 
others, the glory of God, the good of mankind^ 
or our own advantage, it appears evident to » 
den^onftraiion, that ^* he that winneth fouls is 
wife." 

1 1. And, if fo, then what (hall we fay of him? 
that dcjiroyeth fouls ! that fo far from gaining tl'em- 
to God, by his cunverfation or behaviour, drives 
them from him ? May we not fay that he is. 
foolijhf Certainly we may ; and his folly is fuch 
as no words can poflibly defcribe. He co-operates 
with Satan, the moft fubthy indeed, but at the 
fame time the mofV foolijh. Being in the Univerfe of 
Creatures. Infjead of glorifying God, as was his^ 
duty and intereji^ and therefore his wifdvniy he dif- 
bonours him in a very high degree. In propor- 
tion to the number of fouls he deftroys, he robs- 
the Creator, of l\\s rational creatures,, and, the Pa^ 
I rent 
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rent of the Univerfe of his immortal ofFsprmg r 
Yea, and the Son of God of the purchafe of his 
mod precious blood. He deprives the Lord and 
Mafter of Men and Angels, who is alfo the con- 
tinual Pfcfcrvcr, and bountiful Benefadtor of the 
human race, of the gratitude and love, of the 
obedience and fervicc, fo juftly due to him from 
fhofe he daily prefervcs, and whofe wants he ampljr 
fupplies. And he prevents. the Holy Spirit o* 
God from entering into, or banifhes him out of 
his own Temples : Nay, he deftroys the Temples 
themfelves, and lays the Sandtuaries of Jehovah^ 
the habitations of this holinefs, level with the 
ground, making the facred houfes of God heapa 
of ruins. 

12. Further. He dcftroys the immortal fouls of 
men, and throws the rational offspring of the Deity 
into the jaws of the infernal Lion, and into the 
raging flames of everlafting fire. He, therefore,, 
caufes grief to angels of light, and all the benevalent 
inhabitants of heaven, while he gratifies and gives 
hellifh pleafure to Satan, and his curfed aflbciates 
in rebellion. For, befides that he prevents the 
Salvation of fuch as would have been faved^ had 
not he thrown obfiru6lions in their way, he in- 
creafes the fin and wickednefs of fuch as were^ 
and would fiilKhave remained the fervants of the 
Devil. And all this will redxjund to his owJT 
lofs, his dishonour and mifery, in the ^reat Day 
of God. When he (hall be compelled to enter-' 
tain a juft and comprehenfive view 6f the great- 
nefs of his guilt, in beings the caufe of the ever- 
lafting deftrudtion of fo many fouls„ the blood of 
which, (as the Scripture fpeaks) will be required 
at his hands; he will be filled with inexprefllble 
confufion, amazement, and terror. And then the 
fouls he has undone, and rendered eternally mi- 
fcrable, will bear towards him everlafting hatred, 

will 
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will pour eternal curfcs upon his head, and exert 
all their powers to adJ to his mifery. Like in- 
fernal fiends, they will employ an endlefs eternity 
in tormenting one to whom, under Satan, they 
owe their own torments. And, thro' the wife pcr- 
miflion of divine ju(^ice, they will, no doubr^ 
have it in their power to take an ample vengeance 
for the evcrlai^ing iofs which they have fuAained^ 
and the endlefs torments into which they are 
plunged. Add to this, that God himfelf will not 
fail to render pofitive punifhment unto fuch^ ac- 
cording to their deeds; eyttiy *' indignation and 
wrath, tribulacioii and nnguifti," as a recompencc 
for the evil they have done, in drawing fo many 
of his rational and immortal creatures into tiiial 
ruin and dedrudtion. But I forbear to proceeds 
1 hope it is not neceflfary 1 (hould add any tBore. 
]f we have but a proper idea of the wifdom of 
winning fouls, ^e cannot be infeilfible of the folly 
of dejirciytng them. May the wifdom of the for- 
mer, and the folly of the latter, appear to oiHr 
minds in a more Oriking and afFe61ing light daily ^ 
and may our whole condudl be duly and coja** 
tinually influenced thereby ! 

IV. But WHOM does this fubjedl" concern? 
Whose oflBce and duly is it to win fouls ? 

I. In anfwer to this enquiry, let it be obfervcd,. 
this fubje6l concerns fon^e pcrfons in an efpeciat 
manner: As firft, Minijiers oi the Gofpel. It i* 
their pcculi;ir duty to win fouls. To this ivork they 
are called of God and man. To this they are de- 
dicated and Jet apart ^ in the prefence of God and 
his people. This they have voluntarily undertaken, 
and promifed to perform, to the utmoft of their 
power. For this they have, if not a plentiful in* 
come, or a handfome falary, at leaft a maintenance^ 
and the fupply of their daily wants. And for thls^ 

lAftly,, 
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laflly, they have peculiar advantages, being hap- 
pily excufed from worldly cares and labours, and 
at liberty to devote their whole time to it. They,^ 
therefore, are inexcufahky if they do not winjouh ; 
at lead, if they do not labour to win chem,* cn^ploy- 
ing for this purpofe their tinr^e and talents, from 
day to day, with zeal, fidelity, and diligence^ be- 
ing inftant in fcafon and out of feafon ; depending, 
however, for fuccefs, not on their own endeavours, 
but wholly on the prefence and grace of him whv^ 
hath faid, *< Without me, ye can do nothing." 

2. Parents are peculiarly concerned .here. They, 
under God, have given heing to their children, and 
are, of courfe, in an efpecial manner, entruAed 
with the care of them ; and they are under many 
and great obligations to do all in their power tQ 
win their fouls. Indeed, how, ui*ider a convi£lion 
of the truth of ChriQianity, they can be cafy with« 
out doing this, is hard to fay. To be perfuaded 
there is a future and everlaliing f^ate of happinefs 
and mifery, and to fte our own children, th^ ofF* 
fipring of oiir bodies, in the high- way to mifa of 
that happinefs, and drop iiHo that mifery, and not 
endeavour to flop them, is fure^ an argunKrvt 
^f a thoughtlefs, or unfeeling heart 1 What fort 
of a Father is he, that would not venture his life 
to refcue his children from devouring fire, or from 
the teeth of a raging wild beaft ? What then (hall 
we think of him, who ftands by, and looks quietly 
pn, while the grand Adverfary of men, as a roar- 
ing Lion fwallovis them up quick, and while To- 
phet opens its mouth and takes them in, tranfmit- 
ting both body and foul to everlafting burnings ! 
If he be worfe than an Infidel, that dpes not en- 
deavour to provide for his own houfehold, in tem- 
poral matters, and ufe every lawful means to pro- 
cure food and clothing for thofe dt-pendcnt upon 

bim« 
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him, what is he that docs not ftudy to make pro- 
vidon for the fpintualznd everlaftihg welfare of his 
own offspring ; but, after having brought them in- 
to exiftence, fuiFers them to perifh, and be eter- 
nally tormented in the flames of Hell, without one 
drop of water to cool their tongues ? Surely the 
name of a favage brute is too good for fuch a mon- 
fter of cruelty ! 

3. Not only Mintflers and Parents^ but Mafters 
are alfo efpecially concerned here. Their fervants^ 
whether apprentices, journeymen, hired fervants, 
or even day-labourers, while employed -in their 
fervice, are entrufted to their care ; and God, and 
reafon, require that they fhould attend to the weU 
fare of their fervants fouls, as well as pay them 
their wages, and pcovide'for the maintenance of 
their bodies. This will more efpecially appear to 
foe their duty, if it be confidered, that while fer- 
vants perform Ubr their mafters, the low and la- 
borious offices of life, they are prevented from 
fpending much time in reading, hearing, and other 
means of inilru6tion ; and that their mailers, in the 
mfean time, are left more at liberty to purfue the 
nobler end of human life, and treafure up divine 
knowledge and grace, with which to enrich them- 
felves and their families. Add to this, that being 
in general elder, and more experienced as well as 
more knowing, than their apprentices and fervants, 
and being their fuperiors, they have authority over 
them, and great advantages, many ways, for com- 
municating inftrudtion to them ; and for thefc ad- 
vantages they will undoubtedly be made to give an 
account. 

4. Next to Parents and Majiers^ I might men- 
tion Magijirates^ who are continually termed by the 
moft ancient Writers, profane as well as facred, 
the Pajiors^ or Shepherds of their people ; a moft 

juft and fignificani appellation, which implies, that 

tt 
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It IS their office to provide for and fuperintend the 
welfare of their fubjefts. But as it is not likely 
that my difcourfe' (hould reach the ears of man) of 
thefe, and as it would be of no fervice to us to be 
made acquainted with the duty of our Superiors, 
while we are ignorant of our own ; I proceed to 
fay, that this fubjedl concerns us alL For it is the 
duty of all men to win fouls ; or, at leaft, to ufe 
their utmofl endeavours to win them. And ac* 
cordingly, as has been obferved, the words of our 
Text are with equal propriety ^rendered, He that is 
wife winneth fouls* For, it muft be coniidered, that 
it is not only a point of wifdom to win fouls \ but 
he who js wife^ that is, in the language of Scrip- 
ture, who is righteous^ will win them. H»s fpirit 
jandtcondud:, his difpofitions and a<Slions, bear wit- 
ncfs to the; truth, and at once manifelt to others 
jwhflt Chriftianity is, and invite them to become 
Chriftians. Add to this, that as he has ability and 
opportunity, he will not fail to drop a word for 
God, will fpeak to others, in praife of that SaViour 
,he fo fincerely and dearly loves, and will recom^ 
mend to them that pure and undehled religion, 
which he finds to be iuch a fource of confolation 
to his own foul. He will reprove fin, exhort to 
obedience, communicate information to the ignor 
xant, refpcdling the great Tynths^ Privileges y and 
Duties ol the Gofpel i and will tell {uoh 2iS fear 
Gady for their encourage Aenr, " what God hath 
done for his foul.** His difcourfe will be fcrious, 
inftrud^ive, and edifying, and will continually 
mi.nifier grace to the hearer^ ; tending both to 
bring loft finncrs to God, and to prefcrve tho£e 
that are already brought to him. So that we are 
none of us unconcerned in this matter. We nauft 
all remember, that it is an efifential part of the 
charailer of a truly wife or lightcous perfon, maa 

or - 
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or woman, to win fouls ; and that no one is, ptt* 
hap«, truly wife or righteous, before God, who 
is not more or lefs fuccefsful in this way, 

5. Nay, this is not all. It is not only certain 
that he, who having time and opportunity for it, 
does not win fouls, is not truly wife or righteous^ 
but according to our Lord, he that does not win 
them, will deftroy them. For «« he that is not for 
me," faid that true and faithful Witnefs, *• Is 
againR me; and he that gathereth not with me, 
fcattereth." And that this is, and muft be the 
cafe, is evident to a demon (tration, to any con* 
iiderate mind. For, as he who is truly wife and 
righteous will, by his converfation apd behaviouri, 
<* (hine as a light in the .world,'* and others, 
*^ feeing his good works," will imitate the fame^ 
and " glorify their heavenly Father:" So he 
that is of a contrary fpirit and conduct, will. In a 
fimilar way, propagate his own likenefs, and fpread 
profanenefs and immorality, as far as his influence 
can reach : like a perfon that has the plague, he 
will, more or lefs, infedl sill that are about himty 
and make them unholy and unrighteous as he is« 
So that there is no (landing neuter in this afl^aif. 
If we will not be employed for Chrifly — Satan will 
employ us. If we will not work in Chrift's vine- 
yard, and plant the trees of righteoufnefs, or 
water what others have planted, we (hall be occu- 
pied in the barren and dry heaths of the wilder- 
nefs, in poffcffion of the god of this worlds and 
(hall contribute to the growth of thorns and briars, 
thofc roots of hitternefsy which are fo ready to fpring 
up and trouble many. And then, after dedroying 
the fouls of others, we (hall lofe our own ; and 
the blood of the fouls we have deftroyed, will be 
required at our hands. 

6. And now, my brethren, our time is gone, 
orherwife I meant, before I concluded, to have 

called 
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called your attention to tbe atnaaiiig and everlaft- 
ing importance of this do£lrine, and to have ex- 
horted you diligently to confider and lay it to 
heart. Thcfc things are either //t/^ or /a^. If 
they be falfe^ let them meet with that inattention 
and difregard which they merit. But if they be 
tf ue» as I am confident you know them to be, then 
how deeply y nay» how Infinitely do they concern us 
all, and efpecially thofe of us who have taken 
upon us the folemn and important office of preach- 
iog the Goipel ? Surely vney at leaft, fhall be in- 
oxcufabley if we do not profecute thi9 hufimfs 
faicl^ully, and make it our chief concern every 
d,ay to wm fouls. Added to the obligations that lie 
upon us, in common with others^ to be diligent in this 
work, you fee the nature of our office lays us under 
other and peculiar engagements. Let usy therefore, 
e^cially attend to it. Let it be our (incere an4 
fervent defii:e, and CHir daily endeavour, to win 
fouls. That we may but accompliih this great 
and blefTed end of our important calling, let us 
not account our eajej our honour y our liberty ^ or 
even our livesy dear iinto ourfelves. Let us be 
willing to er^age in any labour, to undergo any 
fatigue, and to endure any bardiKip or fuffering, 
fo we may but ** fulfil the miniftry, we have re- 
ceived of the Lord Jefus/' and fave immortal 
ibuls from everlafting d^th. 
. 7* Let us regard fuccefs in this work above all 
Other confidcrations whatever. Indeed, other con- 
fidicEations, in the line of life we have chofen, 
there are none which can have any weight with a 
thinking mind. ProfpeAs of gain we have not : 
our excellent Flan allows us only the fupply of 
Qur neceiTary wants, and indeed, hardly that. 
Preferment we cannot expedl, except from our 
great Maimer, in confequence of our difcharging 
our duty iaithfuUy. Hm^ur arnd applaufe are equally 
out Q(i our reachi unlefs among the few poor peo« 
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pie to whoiti we minifter. We are, therefore, 
compelled, even by our fituation, to adt in this 
bufinefs from pure motiv€S^ if we afl at all, or aft 
rationally. Let thcfe motives, then, the only 
motives which are juftifiable, or worthy of regard, 
be allowed tt) have their full weight with us, and 
let us abandon the very idea of any other. Let 
who will enter upon, and purfue this facred call- 
ing, with a view to eafe^ honour ^ or intereftf let 
9ur end be only the glory of God, in the falvation 
of fouls. This is the only end we can reafonably 
hope to attain, others being all precluded; and 
this, which infinitely excels all others, blefled be 
God, we may attain. In fome, yea, in z great 
degree, it has been attained already by many of 
you ; efpecially by you my Fathers and Brethren, 
who arc old in the work. You have won many 
fouls, and hereby God has been greatly glorified, 
while thoufands of mankind have been, or (hall 
be eternally benefited. Go on then, my dear, 
arrd much ef^eemed brethren, as you have begun 
and perfevered hitherto; only, if poflTible, with 
greater diligence than ever, running fafier, as 
your race grows ihorter ; and, as far as the decay 
of your health and ftrength will allow, labouring 
harder, in proportion as your time for labour haf- 
tens to a period. And let thofe bf us that are 
younger, and thofe that have but lately given them- 
fclves up to the work, emulate the zeal, 'and ac- 
tivity of our elder brethren, and f^rive to exceed 
even them in labours and fuccefs. In fo doing we 
(hall provoke, not their envy^ but their love. Let 
us learn of them, and that more and more per- 
feftly every day, the happy art oi faving fouls. 
In order hereto, let us make ourfelves better ac- 
quainted than ever, with God^ ar.d Chrifly and the 
Scriptures ; as a I fo with human nature^ tne deceitful* 
nefs of fin^ and the various wiles of the Devil. 

'And 
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And as pradlice makes perfed^, let us labour to 
become, daily, greater proficients in this bleflfed 
bufinefs of winning fouls, by daily endeavouring 
to win them. Let us ^* give attendance to read- 
ing, to inOrudlion, to exhortation. " Let us 
*• preach the word; be inAant in feafon and out of 
feafon ; convince, rebuke» and exhort, with all 
long. fjufFe ring and dodlrine. Let us meditate on 
theie things, and give ourfelvcs wholly to them^ 
that fo our profiting may appear unto all.'* 

& And let us not confine our inftrudiions, re« 
proofsi or exhortations, to the Pulpit, and the 
large alTemblies of God's people ; as if fouls were 
only to be won in public, and it were beneath us 
to labour much to fave them, unlefs we faw a prof- 
pcdl of faving feveral at once. Let us remembe¥ 
what pains our Lord and MaAer took with oneijin* 
gle^finful womarty at Jacob's well, — as well as with 
divers other individuals in private; and let us 
teach /r^m houje to houje^ as well 2iS publickly. Let 
us fpeak for God as we have opportunity, inftrudt- 
ing, advifing, rebuking, exhorting, thofc we come 
in company with, or can have accefs to. And let 
us water the feed fown with continual and fervent 
prayer, that God may caufe it to fpring up, and 
bear fruit to his glory. 

9 Upon the whole ; let us all. Preachers and 
HearerF, fee that we have this bleffed and impor* 
tant work at heart, and ufe every mean in our 
power to promote it ; looking unto God alone, and 
not to anv efforts of ours, for fuccefs. Let P^- 
rentSy Mafters^ Magijlrates^ nay, zt\Afubje^Sy chiU 
dreriy and fervants^ confpire together, to help it 
forward. Let us all endeavour to improve our 
feveral Nations and fituatiens in life, with the va- 
rious talents and advantages entrul^ed to our pna-* 
nagement, to the attainment of this moft defirable 
end. Let all be prefTed into this fervice, and made 

to 
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to minider to the falvation of fouls. Whatever 
influence our fietff virtue^ learning, knowledge,^ 
eloquence, wealth, honour, pre-eminence, autho- 
rity, or any other gift or endowment give any of 
U6, let it be employed for this purpofe ; let it be 
laid at the feet of Chrift, and dedicated to his 
praife, in promoting the great work for which he 
came into the world, and for which he (bed his 
precious blood. Let us not think it too much to 
beflow a little care, labour, or money, upon that 
for which he was pleafed to give up his life. And 
let us not fail to fecond and enforce all our endea- 
vours, this way, by a condud according to the 
Gofpel. Let our example fpeak, and (hew others, 
what it is to be won over to God, and how fuch 
(Dught to walk and pleafe him in all things. Thus 
let us <* fliew forth the praifes of him who hath 
** called us out of darknefs into his marvellous 
** light," by imitating him who "came to fcek 
** and favc that which was loft, " and who * went 
** about doing good :** And ** our labour will not 
** be in vain, in the Lord. ** He will, undoubted- 
ly, give fuccefs, more or lefs; and being the chiU 
dren of God ourfelves, we (hall rejoice over many 
loft brethren and fifters in Chrift, brought back to 
their heavenly Father's family. Thcfe will be 
our companions here, in our way to the kingdom, 
and our crown of rejoicing in the kingdom itfelf 
hereafter. They will furround, with us, the 
eternal Throne, and fpend everlafting ages in 
(houring " Salvation to God and the Lamb," and 
afcribing ** blefling, and honour, and praife, and 
<< glory, to him that hath loved them, and wa(hed 
<< them from their fins in his own blood, and 
•- made them Kings and Priefts unto God and bis 
•* Father." 
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SERMON IX. 

ON 

THE LIFE AND LABOURS OF THE 
LATE REV. JOHN WESLEY. 

PREACHED BEFORE 

THE CONFERENCE AT MANCHESTER, 

JULY 26, 1791, 
At their firft Annual Meeting after his Deaths 

He being dead yet fpeaketh. 



HEBREWS Xin. 7. 

<< Remember them that had the rule over you, 
who fpakc to you the Word of God, whofc 
faith follow, coniidering the end of their 
converfation." 

I. IT MAKE no apology for reading the paffage 
JL thus, tho* not quite according to our com- 
mon tranflation, becaufe that muil appear improper 
eyen to an Englifli reader, as being manifef^Iy 
oontradi ory to itfelf. For it fuppofes the per- 
fons,,here referred to^ to be dead^ and yet fpeaks 
of them as wflw prefiding over the Hebrews. Bifliop 
Lloyd, in his Funeral Sermon for Bifliop PFilkinSf 

I gives 
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gives it as his opinion that the words may refer to 
the two James' Sy viz. James the elder, the Son of 
Xebedeey the brother of John^ who was beheaded 
by Herod in the year of our Lord 44, and James 
the lefs, the Son of Alpheus or Cleophasy the bro^ 
thery that is the kinfman of our Lord, who alfo, it 
feen)S, was taken hence before the writing of this 
Epiftle, fuffering martyrdom, as is fuppofed, in 
the year 62. And when it is confidered that both 
of thefe Apoftles had refided at JeTufaiem and had 
had the overfight of the church there, and that the 
latter James had been removed only a few months 
when this Epiftle was written, having been pre- 
fervcd to inftru6t and overfee the Hebrew Chf if- 
tians almoft twenty years after the death of the 
former, it muft appear highly probable that the 
Bifhop is right in his conje^ures. At the^fame 
time, however, the Aportle cxpreffes himfclf in 
fuch a mannjer as to include an> who, under the 
direftion of thefe Apoftles, had fpoken'thc word 
of God to the Hebrews, and had prefidcd in their 
affemblies. 

2 But as no Scripture U' of any ^/-/W/^ or /^7r. 
/icular interpretation, but is intended to be of ge- 
neral ufe, may we not confkier this apoAoiic ^- 
vice as given to ourfelvcs, with a reference to 
thofe eminent fervants of God whom the Lord 
has lately removed from among u$^ yiz^ the Rev. 
John Fletcher y the Rev. Charles Wejleyy and the 
Kev. John Wefley P men famous in their day, and 
eminently diffinguiflicd in the churches, for their 
abilities, their labours, and their fucc^fs in fpread- 
ing the gofpel of the grace of God. In partW 
cular, we feem, on this occafion, to be called 
upon to remember the perfon laft mentioned, who, 
tho* the firft of them in the work, and more ad- 
vanced in age than either of the others, was yet 
Jjpared to outjive them h>th, and almoit all his 

contem- 
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contemporaries, arid was under God our Father zr^i 
Overfeer ; who, prcfided over us and fpakc to us thp 
word of God for above half a century, and whofc 
presence amongft us at thcfe Meetings was of pe- 
culiar ufe and importance to us. 

3. Indeed, him we cannot but remember, efpc^ 
«ially now, when we find fuch a iwant of his pa^ 
rental inftrudtion, advice and authority. However^ 
while we bewail the lofs we have fuftained, and 
lament the day when the Lord took away our head 
from us ; and while we bumble ourfelves before 
God for our great unfaithful nefs, and miflmprovc- 
ment of our privileges, let us not forget how long 
he lent hts honoured fervant to us, and to what an 
advanced age he lengthened out his ufeful life*, 
And while we praife him for this, as well as for 
many other inflances of his undeferved kindnefs to 
the community with which we are united, let us 
carneftly pray that he would fanflify the difpenfa- 
tion, and in fome degree mako up our lofs, by 
caufing a large meafure of his Spirit to defqend 
upon all his fervants before him, employed in 
publi(hing the gofpel of his grace ! 

4. As my intention in this difcourfe is to re- 
commend the faith of our departed Father to 
your imitati^on, it will not be foreign to my pur- 
-pofe to endeavour to bring to your remembrance,— 

r. A few particulars that refpedl his life and 
€hara£ier as a Man^ as a Scholar y as a Chrijiian^ 
and as a Minijler of Chrijiy a Shepherd ^v\d Bijhop 
of Souls. This I hope wi}l prepare the way for 
your receiving more favourably, — 

II. The Exhortation I purpofe giving you to 
follow his faithy — confidering, 

III, The End of his Converfation* 

I 2 And, 
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And, F'trfty I am to remind you of a few par* 
ticulars that re(pc6t the life and charaftcr of thii 
great man. 

1. Tho* the true faith of our Lord Jcfus Chrift 
may certainly be found, and often is found, in 
perfons of fmall intelledual abilities, yet it mu(l be 
owned that it appears in fuch to great difadvantage* 
Their ideas of the great dodlrines of the gofpel arc 
neither clear nor diJilnSf y^nor are they able to arrange 
them in proper order, for the improvement of their 
own knowledge, or the edification of ofhers. The 
precious truths of Chriftianity lie in their minds 
like goldy or Jilver^ or precious Jlones in the earth» , 
mixed with much drofs and in great diforder. lo 
perfons of greater difcernmenl and of a more en- 
larged mind and refined tafte, they may be com- 
pared to precious fiones cut and poiifiied and fet in 
tablets of gold, or to gold and (ilver refined from 
their drofs and formed into beautiful and ufeful 
veffels. Such was our late Rev. Father and Paf- 
tor, a man of a moft comprehenfive mind and fub- 
iime genius. His judgment was clear, his fancy 
lively, his reafon i^rong, and his memory tenacious. 
No man could be better qualified by nature fordif- 
cerning the truth, or for reprefenting it to others 
in the mort clear and convincing point of view. 

2. And he had every help which education 
could well give him. He was pcrfetSt in thofc an* 
cient languages in which the holy fcriptures were 
originally written, and particularly fo in Creek^ 
the original language of the New Tcftamcnt. 
This, as a Tutor, he taught many years at Ox- 
ford, and, it feems, Hebrew z^Co, if not' publicly 
and profcfilonally, at leaft to fome individuals in . 
private. For we find the late Rev. James Hcr- 
vey, in one of his letters to him thanking him, 
as for many other favours, (b efpecially.M for 

UBching him Hebrew.*' He underftood feveral of 

the 
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the modern tongues, as French and German. He 
excelled in Logic^ was well fkilled in Natural Pki* 
lofophyy as his many volumes publKhcd on 'that 
fubjedt (hew, and was an accurate HiJUrlan. And 
what perhaps affords yet greater help towards the 
difcovery of Truth, than any of the branches of 
literature already mentioned, as tending to habi- 
tuate a perfon to think clofely upon a fubjcdt, and 
to diflingiiijfh between probability and certainty ^ he 
was well rczd in Mathematics, efpcciaily in thofe 
branches of them which have the neareft relation 
to ufefulnefs in life. As to Divinity, 1 need fay 
nothing. His voluminous writings fhew how 
much he had (ludied and how well he underflood 
that fubjea. 

3. But it will be objefted here, and that with 
great reafon, that all thefe and fuch like endow- 
ments, are not fufficient to qualify a man for un- 
derttanding the truth as it is in Jefus. It will be 
urged, that the " natural man,'* (^t;%»Ko^ the man 
who has indeed a rational foul in his body, but no 
divine in/piratiomn his foul,) ** difcerneth not the 
things of God, nay that they are fooHQinefs unto 
him, and that he cannot know them becaufe they 
arc fpiritually difcerned ;" and that *^ the things 0/ 
God kntweth no man but-iy the Spirit of God,'* This 
is freely granted, and therefore his natural abilities, 
and his advantages of education, would not have 
been fo much as hinted at in this difcourfe, could 
we not have given, alfo, good proof that ** He, 
that commanded light to ifhine out of darknefs, had 
fhined into his heart to enlighfen him with the 
knowledge of his glory in the face of Chrift Jefus.*' 

4. It is well known to this congregation, that 
although he had been ftridily educated, and was 
unblamable as to his outward condu6l from a child, 
yet it was not till about the twcnty-fecond year of 
his age, when he was preffed by his father to enter 

1 3 vcv\a 
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into holy orders, that he became acquainted with 
the nature and necefTity of inward religion, fiy 
reading that incomparable book, Thomas a Kem- 
pis's ChriAian Pattern, which a kind Providence 
threw in his way, he was brought to lee that true 
religion is feated in the heart, and that to be re^ 
newed in tk^fpirit of our mindsy- is of as great necef- 
iity as to have our pradlice regulated by the com- 
mandments of God. This religion he now began 
to aim at, and though not yet properly convinced 
of (in nor acquainted with the depravity of his 
nature, he foon tafled much fweetnefs in afptring 
after it. Mectipg alfo, as he informs us, with a 
religious friend, he began to alter the whole courfe 
of his converfation, and to fet himfelf in earned 
upon living a new life. He fet apart an hour or 
two a day for religious retirement. He communi-- 
cated every week. He watched againil all fin, 
whether in word or deed, and aimed at, and prayed 
for inward holinefs. 

5. " Soon after this," fays he, " removing to' 
<• another college, I executed a rcfolution which 
*• I was before convinced was of the utmoft im« 
** portance, vix. to (Iiake off, at once, all my 
** trifling acquaintance. I began now to fee, more 
*' and more, the value of time, and to apply my- 
** felf clofer to ftudy. I watched more carefully 
<« againd aSual fin, and advifed others to be re* 
** ligious according to that fcheme of religion by 
** which I modelled my own life. And meeting 
*« now with Mr. Law's Serious Call and Chrijlian 
** PerfeBion^ I was convinced more than ever of 
♦* the exceeding height and depth, length and 
** breadth of the Law of God. The light now 
** flowed in fo mightily upon my foul, that every 
** thing appeared in a new view. I cried to God 
«* for help, and refolved not to prolong the time 
" of obejing hi«|. as I had never done before* 

"Ac- 
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• Accordingly I began vifiting the prifons, aflift* 

• ing the poor and fick in the town, and doing 

• what other good I could by my prefcnce or little 

* fortune to the bodies and fouls of men, To 

* this end I abridged myfelf" (would to God 
my brethren, we were all difpoTed to do the fame !) 

^ of all fuperfluitiesy and of many of what arc 
« called the neccffaries of life. A little after I bc- 

• gun obferving tUac Wedhcfday and Friday Fafts, 

* cocnmonly obferved in the ancient church, taft- 

* ing no food till three o'clock lii the afteriK)on." 

6. All this while, however, he was in a great 
nc^fure a ftranger to faith in ChriO> and indeed 
was but little acquainted with himfelf. Hence, 
•« being ignorant of God's righteoufnefs, and go- 
ing about to eftabUfk his own righteoufnefs, he did 
»ot fubmit himfclf to the righteoufnefs of God." 
Accordingly he was flill uncertain as tq his ac« 
ceptance with God, and in bondage to the fear of 
death. <« At this," feys he, ** I was then not a 
** little furprized, not imagining I had all this 
^* time been building on the fand, and that other 
<< fotjndation can no man lay, than that is laid by 
•« God, even Jcfus Chrift." 

7. But in a little time God opened bis eyes, and 
manifefted in btm, as he has done in many others, 
the truth of that promife, << If any man will do 
my will, he fhall know of the dodtrine whether 
it be of God." Obferving, on (hipboard, in hia 
paiiage to America, the calm and compofcd be^ 
haviourof a few Germans, during fome very tremen- 
dous f^orms, he was convinced they were in a very ^ 
different ftate from himfelf, as they were manifcftly 
ratfed above the fear of death Some converfation 
be had with Mr. Spangenberg, a German minifter, 
after he landed, was a means of giving, him Aill 
farther light j and before he fet (ail to return to 
£ngland, December 22, 17371 about two years 

I 4 and 
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ind four months after he had left his own country, 
the hardfhips and perfecutions he had met with 
it\ that remote part of the world, had been fofanc- 
fified to him, that he was brought t(\a very full 
acquaintance with his own heart, and thus was 
prepared for that difcovery of the love of God in 
Chrift Jcfus, which it pleafed God foon after to 
afford him. 

8. It was on the 8th of January, 1738, that, 
being on hi» paiTage home, he wrote a* follows : 
•< By the moft Infallible of proofs, inward feelings* 
<< I am convinced, i. Of unbeliefs having no fuch 
<< faith in Chrift as will prevent my heart from 
<« berng troubled. 2. Of pridey throughout my 
<< life paft, inafmuch as I thought I had what I 
<< find I have not. 3. Of gwts^ irrecoUe£iiony in- 
<< afmuch as in z Jlorm I cry to God every mo- 
*< ment, in a edlm n6t. 4. Of levity and luxuri- 
*< ancy of fpirit,- recurring whenever the preflfure 
»< is taken off, and appeariiig by my fpeaking 
*< words npt tending to edify;. but moft by my 
♦< manner of fpeaking of my enemies. . Lord 
<< fave, or I perrfh \ Save me, r. By fuch a faith 
<< as implies peace in life and death, a. By fucb 
*« humility z^ may fill my heart, from this hour for 
^' ever, with a piercing uninterrupted fenfe,. * I 
*« * have done nothing hitherto,' having evidently 
*< built without a foundation. 3* By fuch a re- 
•< colledlion as may cry to thee ' every moment, 
*< efpecially when all fs calrru 4. By fteadinefs, 
*< ferioufnefs, fobriety of fpirit, avoiding as fire 
« every word that tendeth not to edification, and 
*« never fpeaking of any that oppofe me or fia 
*< againft God, without all my own firts fet in ar- 
" ray before my face. ". Could he who wrote 
thefe words be unacquaintfd with himfelf ? 

9. A fortnight after he fpeaks yet more clearly t 
Some of his expreflions arc, <* I went to Americs^ 

*c to 
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*f to convert the Indians, but oh ! who (hall con- 
** vert me ? Who, what is he that will deliver 
** me from this evil heart of unbelief? I have a 
V< fair fummer religion. I can talk well, nay and 
** believe too, when no danger is near; but let 

V death look me in the face and my fpirit is trou- 
*.* bled. Nor can I fay, — To die is gain. 

* I have a fin of fear that when I have fpun 

* My laft thread I fhall perifti on the fhorc. 

<< I think verily if the gofpel be true I am 
«'« fafe. But in a ftorm I think, * What if 

* the gofpel be not true? Then thou art of all 

* men the moft foolifh. For what haft thou 

* given thy goods, thy eafe, thy friends, thy repu- 
tation, thy country, thy life? For what art 

* thou wandering over the face of the earth? A 

* dream, a cunningly devifcd fable? O! Who 

* will deliver me from this fear of death ? What 
< fhall 1 do ? Where {h\\\ I flee from it r' 

10. Again, a little after, he fays, ** It is now 
</ two years and almoft four months fince I left 
*< my native country, in order to teach the Geor- 
<< gian Indians the nature of Chriftianity : but 
<< what have I learned myfelf in the mean time ? 
«* Why (what I leaft of all fufpedled) that 1, who 
<« went to America to convert others, was never 
** myfelf converted to God. I am not mad tho' 
** I thus fpeak, but I fpeak the words of truth 
*« and fobernefs ; if, happily, fome of thofe who 
<< ftill dream may awake and fee, that as I am, fo 
«< are they." 

*« This have I learned in the ends of the earth, 
** that I am fallen fliort of the glory of God ; that 
'* my whole heart is altogether corrupt and abo- 

V minable, and confequenily my whole life (fee- 
** ing'it cannot be that an evil tree fliould bring 

V forth good fruit] : that alienated as 1 am frorw 

I 5 ^^ x^^ 
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'* the life of God, I am a child of wrath, aif 
•^ h^clr of hell : that my own works, my owfi fuf-^ 
*• feringiy itiy own rightcoufnefs, are fo far from 
** reconciling me to art (tended God, fo far ffom 
^« making aft atonement for the Icaft of thofc fins 
•* which are more in number than the hairs of my 
** head, thAt the moft fpecious of them need an 
** atonement themfclves, or they cannot abide his 
** righteous judgment : that having the fentencc 
** of death in my heart, and having, nothing in, 
** or of myfelf to plead, 1 have no hope but that 
** of being juftified freely, thro* the redemption 
** that is in Chrift Jefus : I have no hope but 
" that if 1 feck I fhall find Chrift, and be « found 
** in him, not having my own rightcoufnefs, but 
«* that which is thro* the faith of Chrift, the righ- 
•< teoufnefs which is of God by faith." 

II. Of this faith he feems to have had, at this 
time, a very clear notion, altho' not fo clear as he 
afterwards obtained, partly by converfing with 
Peter Bohler, and fome others, and partly by con^ 
tinually fearching the Scriptures upon this head. 
In this way it pleafed God foon to convince him 
that faving faith (as our Church exprciJes it) is 
•< a fure truft and confidence, which a man hath 
** in God, that thro* the merits of Chrift his fins 
*« arc forgiven and he is reconciled to the favour of 
«« God." He faw to6, that holinefs and happi.. 
nefs, that love, peace and joy are the never fail- 
ing fruits of this faith, and that it is frequently 
given in a moment. But fiill he himfelf was not 
in poflTeflion of it : and this was, for fome weeks, 
a fource of great bitternefs and diftrcfs to his fouL 
• < I feel what you fay,*' (fays he, in a letter to 
a friend) ** at this time, tho' not enough ; for 
*' I am under the fame condemnation. I fee 
-^f that rhc whole Law of God is holy, juft 

** and 
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" and good. I know every thought, every tcm- 
** per of my foul, ought to bear God's image and 
** fuperfcripcion. But how am 1 fallen from the 
*« glory of God ; I feel that I am fold under fin. 
*' 1 know too, that I deferve nothing but wrath, 
*^ being full of all abominations ; and having no 
** good thing in me to atone for them, or to re- 
«< move the wrath of God. All my works, my 
•* righteoufnefs, my prayers, need an atonement 
*' for themfelves. So that my mouth is (lopped. 
«* I have nothing to plead. God is holy ; I zit^ 
«* unholy. God is a confuming fire ; I am alto- 
** gether a finner meet to be confumed. Y4ct, I 
** hear a voice (and is it not the voice of God ?) 
** faying, * Believe and thou (halt be faved. He 
« that believeth is pa(rtd from death to life.' 

12. He who wrote thefe words could not be far 
from the kingdom of God. Deeply convinced of 
fin as he manifeftly was, of his depravity and weak-- 
nefs as well as of his guilty and groaning for re- 
demption in the blood of Jefus, even the forgive- 
nefs of his fins and a new nature, he could not be 
long without finding mercy. Accordingly a day 
or two after, while at a meeting in Alderfgate- 
ftreet, he was enabled to call his foul on Chrili, 
and to truft in him alone for falvation, and an af- 
furance was given him that his fins were blotted 
out and he reconciled to the favour of God. The 
peace and love he immediately felt in his foul, and 
the fpirit of prayer which he found for his ene-> 
mies, were (ufficient evidences that the work was 
genuine! 

13. But the grand and moft fatisfaflory evidence 
of any man*s converfion is his fubfequent temper 
and condudl. Thefe, in the Rev. Mr. Wcfley, I 
truft, were fuch as confirmed his profefllon. This 
congregation, I am perfuaded, will not think I ex- 
aggerate, if 1 reprefent hitu as tcrc^^kiVL-^ViV^ ^w -iN,- 

1 6 w:2^ 
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moft every grace and virtue that does or can adorrt 
a follower of Jefus. He was ftrong \n faith and 
mighty in prayer , not a few, in the courfe of his 
iixty years labours in the Lord's vineyard, hav- 
ing been healed in body or mind, or both, while 
he was engaged in prayer to God wfth or for them. 
His rejolution in undertaking and profecuting what- 
ever he believed would be for the glory of God and 
the good of mankind was unconquerable. Nor was 
he difcouraged by difEcuIties^ how many or great 
. focver. His confidence in God," his courage^ and 
tranquillity amidft tumults of the people, waves' of 
the fea, dangers and deaths, were equally remark- 
able. He trufted m the Lord, and therefore was 
kept in perfedt peace : nay,, was as Mount Zion 
-which cannot be removed. And what ftiall I fay 
of his humility ? Of the very deep and conftant. 
fenfe he manifeftly had of his infirmities and im- 
perfecSiohs, and of his continual need of the mercy 
of God and of the merits of Chrift ? This was 
undoubtedly, to his dying day, the uninterrupted 
temper of his miitd> and language of his lips and 
life. His refignafiony likewile, to the divine will, 
znd patience under the difpenfations of his Provi- 
dence, were equally manifeft, as alfo hfs meeKnefSf 
gentlenefsy and long-Juffering^ amidft the very many 
infults, and injuries, and much ill ufagc he met 
with. And as no man was ever more attached and 
faithful to h\s friends y fo no man ever more freely 
forgave his enemies, of which clafs, it is well 
known, like all other great and good men, he had 
not a few. 

14. But how remarkable foever he might be for 
thefe graces, he was yet more eminent for benevo- 
lence, mercy and charity. Kis life was one continue 
ed good work, one conjiant labour to do good to the 
bodies and fouls of men. And as he fed thoufands 

and 
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and myriads with the living bread, fo alfo not a fevf 
with the bread that perifliefh. Whatever he could 
fpare from the profits of his Fellawihip before hh 
marriage, or from the income ariling from the falo 
pf his books aftervvrards, together with the dona- 
tions occafionally made him by particular friends, 
was wholly diflributed to the lick and needy He 
was eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame : a 
light (as it were> to them that fat in darknefs, mak- 
ing the hearts of the fatherlefs and the widowsto 
fing for joy. His generofity and liberality according 
to his power, cannot be defcribed nor hardly con- 
ceived by thofe that did not know him. His tenh' 
ferance alfo and f elf 'denial muft not be paiTed over 
in filence. It is true that, for many years lafl paH*, 
many, in town and country, were eager to fhew 
their love to him and his friends,, by providing 
very liberally when he was to viiit them on his 
journeys thro' the kingdom. But it is well known 
that his general rule was only to cat of one difb. 
Inihort, all the graces and virtues that adorn the 
chridian charadler, were more or Icfs, found in him; 
and that mixed with fuch fweetnef<, affability, 
courtefy and good- breeding, that he was the de- 
light of every company he came into ; nor was it 
poflible, almofl-, for any one to be a few minutes 
.prefent while he was converfing with his friends, 
in a free and familiar manner, without being at 
once edifted and highly delighted. He had read 
and feen fo much ; was fo well acquainted with 
men and things, with the world and with the 
church, that he had an-inexhauftible fund for en- 
tertaining and ufeful converfation : nor could any 
feaft, how elegant and fumptuous fo ever, afford 
half the pleafure and delight which his mod enliv* 
ening and exhilarating difcourfe afforded. 

13. As a Preacher^ he was always heard with 
deep attention, generally with much proBt, and not 
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feldom with furprixing and wonderful c3c6\, ; whc-^ 
ther of forrow in thofe that were cut to the heart 
by hi$ word| or of joy in thofe whofe tears were 
wiped away^ and whofe wounds were healed by the 
balm of his dodlrine. He was always concife and 
clear. He never advanced any thing unnec^ary or 
more than enough^ nor delivered himfelf in a man-* . 
ner that was not intelligible to the meanef^ of his 
hearers, if attentive. He was often /»//, as well as 
clear, and to fuch as were intelligent, gave perfe6l 
iatisfadlion upon almoil every fubjedl he undertook 
to explain. And his preaching was fo f§rcible and 
convincing^ that it was hardly poffible to hear him 
attentively, without being as much dif^leafed at 
one's felf, as one was pleafed with the preacher. 
The Lord's word in his mouth was indeed '< quick 
and powerful, and (harper than any two edged 
fword, piercing to the dividing afunder of foul and 
fpirit, joints and marrow, and was a difcerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart." 

1 6. As a Writer he is much to be admired. Hfc 
employed his pen on almoft all fubje<Sts that are 
ufeful to mankind, and treated them in a manner 
always agreeable and often highly pleafing. His 
method was eafy, i^atura), and exa(^. His (lyle^ 
tho' not laboured and flowery (a kind of ftyle 
which he never admired) yet was pure, pcrfpi- 
cuous, and manly ; much like that of Addifon, 
univerfally acknowledged one of the moft pleafing 
writers this or any nation has produced. Aliho' 
moft of his publications are in profe, yet they are 
written in fuch a lively and entertaining manner, 
that they are read with as much pleafure as moft 
poetical compofitions. Of his abilities in Poetry too 
he has given us many fpecirnens. And it appears 
that had his more ferious and important ftudies and 
labours pernAittcd him to employ himfelf in that 

way,' 
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mvLjy he would not have fallen fhort of his brothers 
Charles^ or Samuel Weiley, or the pk>u^ and it^ 
genious Dr. Watts, 

17. 1 have only to fpeak of him' in the chat- 
fairer of t Shepherd and Bijhop of SouU, in whfch 
he peculiarly (hone, which was his chief callirtg^ 
and his principal employment, and far whidh he^ 
was ino(^ admirably fitted by nature^ and by grace. 
As probably no perfon has exited fince the Apof*' 
ties' days, who ever had fo many fouls under hi» 
care, fo many to feed and 6i)erfee ,• fo perhaps no 
one was ever better qualified for fuch a work. 
The healthy Jlrengih and aSiivity of his body, ca- 
pable of fo much labour and fatigue, the vigour^ 
refolution, and fimmefs of his mind, regarding 
neither pleafure nor pairt, and recoUed^ed and Un- 
daunted in the midft of the greateQ difficulties and 
dangers *; the retehtivenefs of his memory, enabl-^ 
ing him to reColledi the perfons, names, and 
places of abode of fuch multitudes of people ; his 
extenfive knowledge of things human and divine ; 
his deep and long experience both of the de« 
vices of Satan, and of the work of God in the foulj 
and above all, the grace of God that was in him :-— 
thefe and fuch like endowments fitted him for this 
great work ; and he executed it in a manner which 
few have done before, or, I believe^ will do after 
him. 

18. Add to this, that in proportion as the focU 
eties encreafed in Londotty Brijialy NewcaJiJe-upon^ 
Tyney Leedsy MancheJieKy and all over Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland ; and it became more and more 
impoffible he (hould fuperintend and take care of 
them all, fliould provide food for their fouls, over- 
fee their behaviour, take notice of, and prepare 
and adminifter remedies for their fpiritual difeafes, 
and lead them forward in the patlis of righteouf- 
nefs : and as few or none of the clergy of th^ 
edabliOicd church were wWYiu^ x.^ ^^^^^^ ^\cs.- 
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felves to reproach, and engage heartily with hw» 
in the work ; he had wifdoni and courage enough 
to go out of the common track, to tiake the Lord 
Jefos and his Apoftles for his models, and to avail 
himfelf of the gifts and grace beftowed for thia 
very purpofe, no doubt, upon many of his people* 
Hence dividing the focieties into litt4e companies 
called claflfes, he appointed the mod knowing, the 
mod experienced and the mod pious to take charge 
of the reft. Several of thcfe, from praying with 
and advifing their lirtle companies in private, pro- 
ceeded, in confequence of prefling invitations, to 
exhort them and others in public, and in the end 
even to expound to them and enforce upon them 
the Word of God. 

19. In this way a great company of preachers, 
now aflemhled here, have been providentially 
raifed up, in general without an Univerfity edu- 
cation, or even aiiy acquaintance wkh the learned 
languages (alcho' fomc of them are well fkilled 
therein) to fupply his lack of fervice ; to overjee 
iind feedy in his abfence, the multitudes of flocks 
he had gathered, and to take care of them, now 
he is no more. An aftonifliing inftance of the di- 
vine goodnefs this indeed ! For had it not been 
for this, would not you, my brethren, and fomc 
thoufands of congregations befidey in Great Bri- 
tain, Ireland, and America, have been this day 
9S (beep without a fhepherd ? By theje^ as well as 
by his life^ which will long be remembered, and 
his writings^ which will continue to be publifhed 
and read, he bein^ dead yet fpeaketh^ and I truft 
will (peak while England is a nation, 01 while 
the Englifh language is known upon the earth. 
May you, and 1, my dear brethren, have ears to 
hear and hearts to undcrftand I Many of them 
will addrefs us during this Confercfice. May we 
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mariy learns and digefi the bleflcd truths that (hall 
drop from their lips ! the fame, I am t^cll per- 
fuaded, with thofe which, in years pad, were fo 
frequently dropping from the lips of our aged and 
reverend Father, now removed from us, when 
with his fons in the gofpel about him, he was wont 
to difcourfe to us from this and other pulpits. 
May we recoiled and long remember his falutary 
doftrine! May it be fixed in our minds as a nail 
In a fure place ! May it have its proper influence 
upon our hearts and lives ! Thus, as my text ad- 
vifes, and as I was. Secondly^ to exhort, we (hall 
find it lefs difficult to follow his faith. 

II. Having enlarged fo much on the former 
head, I (hall difpatch what I have to fay on this 
and the following in a few words. 

r. Faith here, as in a few more paflTages of 
Scripture, may be put for the objiSf of faith, the 
truths believedy And the importance of it, in this 
fenfe, muft be obvious to all who attend to the 
^^i^tyf I may fay the infinite difference there is be- 
tween truth and a lie, and the confequences that do 
and will follow upon believing the one or the. 
other. There are indeed fome, yea many things 
relating to the prefent life which we way view in a 
falfe light, and may believe a lie inAead of the 
truth refpedling them, and no bad, at leaft no eter^ 
fially bad and* deftru61ive confequences will follow 
the miftake. And the reafon is plain, this life, 
with every thing in it, is of fliort duration and is- 
paffing away like a dream of the night. But the 
cafe is different with regard to things that apper* 
tain to the life to come. To receive a lie for 
truth with refpeft to moft of thefe^ is to involve our- . 
iclves in ignorance, fin and niifery, and to pre- 
clude our partaking of the falvation of God. 

2. For inftance, to entertain miftaken views of 

our- 
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ourfclves and of the ftatc we arc in by nature ; to 
fuppofcy with the Jewa, that we fe^y when in 
reality we arc Hind ; or, with the Pharifces, that 
wc arc hafy, and rigbteousy when we are guilty and 
depraved ; or, with St. Paul, in his unconverted 
ftatc, that wc are doing God fervice while we are 
oppofing his truth and perfecuting his fervants, is 
effe^aily to prevent our being cnlightcncdi juf- 
tified, or brought to the knowledge of the truth 
at it is in Jefus ; it is to keep ourfelvea at an im* 
menfc diftance from that poverty of ipifit, Aat 
humiliation of foul, that holy mourning, to which 
alone the Lord hath promifcd the cc^olation of 
his favour, and it is to feed that pride of heart 
which is an abomination before God, The fame 
may be faid concemfng the ^ri;/«^ w^/wr^, the P^- 
fon of Chrijij the way of Jdlvation thro' a Mediator^ 
the will of God and our duty : to have miftakei> 
views of thefe fubjcifts muft, on the one hand,, 
preclude thofe happy efFefls which would follow 
upon right views of them, and, on the- other^. 
produce confcquences proportionably huitfuL 

3. The gofpel is reprefented in Scripture as the 
great mean of .turning people ** from darkncfs to 
light, and froni the power of Satan unto God.'*. 
But will any man fay -that a lie enlightens, or 
gi^cs real and ufeful information, like truth ; and 
that believing a lie will make us free, as the Lord 
Jefus has aiTured us knowing the truth will ? St. 
James informs us that wc are " begotten again by 
the word of truth ;" St. Peter fpcafcs of our " pu- 
rifying our fouls by obeying the truth," and our 
Lord prays that we may be " fan£lified by the 
truth.'* But dare any man affirm that a lie will 
produce the fame effefts? that we may be begotten 
again and made the children of God by a //>, 
may purify^ our fouls by obeying a /;>, and may 
even be entirely fanflified and fitted for heaveb by 
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a //^.^ Let no man therefore perruadc us that if 
is a matter of no moment what we believe or what 
fentiments we entertain in religion. If that were 
the cafe, zeal for God would be fnfBctent, and it 
would not fignify at all whether that zeal were ac- 
cording to knowledge, contrary to the cxprcfs and 
repeated declarations of St Paul. Be upon your 
guards therefore, in this point, and remember 
that w^ are chofen to falvaiiony as by fanfiificatMn 
rf the Spirit t fo alfo hy belirf of the truth. 

4. What this truth is I need not now flay to 
declare. It is well known to this congregation to 
comprehend thofe, grand do6trine» which arc termed 
by the Apoftle the Anahgy of faith ^ viz. thofe that 
refpeft the Depravity of human nature, the Atone- 
ment of Chrift, the Influences of the Spirit of 
God» Juftific^tion, Sanaification, and Eternal Life# 
But it is declared at large, as in many of Mr« 
Wefley's other works, fo efpccially in hii Notes on 
the New Te/iametitf and in his four Volumes of Ser'* 
mons. Thofe who wifh to fee it defended more 
fully and particularly, will meet with imple fati«^ 
faL&xoti in reading his Appeals to Men of Reafon and 
Religion^ his Anfwer to Dr. Taylor on Original Sini 
and his many other controverfial pieces. In the 
mean time, compare what you read with the Ora^ 
cles of God, and bring every doArine to the teft 
of that infallible touch/lone* This, you know, i* 
the only rule, and the fufficient rule of faith at well 
as of pra6tice. Search^ then, the Scriptures, fot 
in them ye ba^e, eternal life; and if you do this^ 
without prejudice, in humility and iiQ[ipIicity, fln-. 
ccrely defiring to know and embrace the truth as 
it is in Jefus, and looking unto God for the teach*^ 
ing of his Spirit, I have no more doubt of your 
finding in them the grand dotSrines which our late 
Paftor and Prefident fo continually taught by word 
and writing, and fo ably defended, than I doubt 
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whether you will find in them, that there is a GoJ^ 
or that Jefus of Nazareth is his Son. 

5. But we need not confine the term faith to the- 
cije£f of faith, the truths believed. The cxpref- 
fion may alfo mean here oUr ielief or perfuafion of 
thofe truths. In this fenfe alfo let me recommend 
the faith of our departed Paftor to your imitation. 
Sec that you be perfuaded, truly and deeply per- 
fuadedy as he was, of the certainty and importance- 
of thefe truths. Sec that the gofpel of our Lor* 
Jefus Chrrft, with all the great doftrrnea of it, 
tome to you, as it did to the TheflTalonians, <* nor 
In word only, but alfo in power, and in the Holy 
Ghofl, and in much affurance." See that you fa 
believe that it may be iht power of God unto falva^ 
Hon to your believing fouls : fo that it may haver 
its proper influence upon your temper and condu6^y 
while you are, as it were, cafl: iiito the mould of it, 
and all your difpofitions, words and actions are as 
becometh the gofpel of Chrift. 

' 6. But fome will perhaps be inclined to think 
that faith hcte means jufHfying and faving faithji 
fcven that faith in Chrrft and rn the mercy of God 
9ind in the promifes of the gofpel through him,, 
which whofoever hath is <* juftifiedfrom all things, 
has peace with God, has the love of God, (hed 
tbroad in his heart, by the Holy Ghoft given to 
him, and rejoices in hope of the glory of God.'* 
And certainly, my brethren, it is our duty to take 
care, that, in this fenfe alfo, we follow his faith : 
that like him we " believe in Chrift, fo as to be. 
j.uftified by the faith of Chrift, and not by the 
deeds of the law ;" that we believe with a faith of 
the operation of God, a faith working by love, a faith 
overcoming the worlds and purifying the heart. This^ 
indeed, is the moft important point of all. For 
if ** God fo loved the world, that he gave his 

onlji 
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only begotten Son, that v^hofocvcr believcth in him 
ihould not peiifby but. have everlafting life ;'* it 
Purely mud be of the deepeft importance that we 
believe aright on him, for, eternal life is attained 
in this and in no other way. 

• -7. It is above all neceffary that we, who fpeak 
In the name of God, have faith in this fenfe : 
that we be juftified ourfelves, converted, regene- 
rated, and made new creatures in Chrid Jcfus. 
To preach this faith is our grand calling, nor 
iieed we go forth unleGs to preach it. Almoft 
every other branch of chriftian dodrine has advo- 
cates in abundance without us. But with regard 
-to faith working by lovsy and jujlification by faith ^ 
together with a new birth or a new creationy mani- 
/efiing itfelf 1 y univerfal holinefs of heart and life, 
the cafe is-. different: — To preach thefe is the proper 
jofEce. of a Meihodiji preacher ^ this being the very 
xloiSlrine, as we have feen in the former part of 
,this difcourfe, which our late Rev. Father con- 
tinually inculcated. And if it be our duty to 
freach it, fuicly it is equally, or morc^ our duty to 
txperieritce it. For certainly we would not wi(h to 
.be hypocrites J going about and recommending to 
others what we have no expeaience of ourfelves* 

8. I fliall only mention one thing more here. 
'Probably fome will think that faith here ftands for 
faithfulnefs. And certainly there can be no impro- 
priety in taking the word in this fenfe, whether 
primarily intended by the Apoftle or not, and re- 
commending the faithfulnefs of our departed friend 
and Father to your imitation. But who can de- 
fcribe his faith, in this view of it? Who can give 
thofe, that did not, know him, any Juft idea of his 
faithfulnefs in the employment of his time, and 
of every talent his great Matter had cntrufted him 
; with ? Nay, who, that did not know him, would 
irr^dit one half of what might be faid, and mud 

be 
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be faid, if one do any jufticc to the fubjed ? fiut 
it it my happinefs this evening to addrefs thofe 
that in fomc mcafurc knew him. And however 
marvellous and bordering upon romance it might 
appear to others, you know it to be a h&, an<l 
therefore will fully believe me when I fay, that 
during the laft fifty years of his life there feldom 
was a day in which he did riot preach twice^ thrice, 
or even four times ; travel, during nine months 
out of ten of the year, thirty, forty, fifty or fixty 
miles (and for many years on horfeback ,) anfwer 
half a dozen or even a dozen letters ; convcrfc 
with a number of perfons, and yet found time to 
write and go on with fome work intended for the 
prefs. So that we may reckon he generally 
preached one thoufand or twelve hundred fermons 
every year, travelled three thoufand or even four 
thoufand miles, wrote two thoufand letters, con- 
verfed privately with ten thoufand or twelve thou- 
fand people, over and above meeting- focieties, 
keeping watch-nights, and love-fealts, adminifter- 
ing the Lord's Supper, to thoufands of communi- 
cants in town and country, and writing and pub* 
lifliing, I know not how many books on all fub- 
/je6ls. It would be incredible that any one man 
ihould go thro* fo much work, if we did not know 
it to be a faft that he went thro' it, and that, thro* 
the help of God, by attending to one Jingle circuni' 
fiance f and that is, to the proper uje of his time; 
obferving himfelf mod carefully the advice given 
to us, my brethren, in the large Minutes of 
Conference ; " Be pundual, be diligent. Never 
*< be. unemployed a moment : Never be triflingly 
** employed. Never while away time. Neither 
** fpcnd any more time in any place than is ftridly 
** neceflfary." 

9. From about the twenty- fecond year of his 

• > ^ age. 
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sge, when^ as he tells his brother Samuel in a let-* 
(er, << Lcifure and he had taken leave of each 
^' other, and he propofed to be bufy as long as he 
'^ lived, if his health (hould be fo long indulged 
'* to him,'* he made it a conf^ant rule, as is well 
known, to rife at four in the morning: and from the 
obfervation of this rule even ficknefs could fcarce 
prevent him. From that hour till he went to reft 
at night (which was about nine) it may be fafely 
faid that fie never willingly loft one monneht. 
Amuftment or relaxation he ufed none, fave what 
arofe from change of employment. • His whole 
life -was one fcene of ferious bufinefs. From 
morning to night, allowing time for his meals, he 
was either reading or writing, or preaching, or tra- 
velling, orconverfing ferioufly with thofe who ap* 
plied to him for advice about matters temporal or 
fpiritual. Nay, and frequently when on horfe- 
back, in the former^part of hi« life, and almoft 
always ih the chaife ((ince he was obliged thro' 
^"caknefs of body to make ufe of that means of 
conveyance) he was reading, nnlefs when he judged 
it better to employ his thoughts in coniidcring 
fome fubjefl intended for the pulpit or the prefs. 

10. We fee in him the wonder's that time can 
do : " Time** {as Dr. Young fays) 

■ 

*' Than gold mare iacred, xoore a lead 

'* Than kad to fools, and fools reputed wUe." 

And we fee, too, in him the fulfilment of that 
gracious promife. To him that hath Jhall be given. 
He had^ tliat is employed, according' to the defign 
of the Giver, the time vouchfafed him, and there- 
fore the Lord gave him much of it. Confider him 
as awake and aflive from four in the morning 
till nine or ten at night, and you will find reafon 
$0 conclude that he lived more in one year than 

' many 
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many do in half a dozen. Add to this that the Lord 
protradied his life to the long date of, at leaft, 
eighty-eight years. . So that his life was long in- 
deed, longer, all things confidered^ than almoft 
any in thefe latter ages do or will attain to ; and 
what is better, wholly enr^ployed for the glory of 
God and the good of mankind. It may be fafely 
faid that from the time he was twenty-two years 
of age, till his dying day, he hardly ever em- 
ployed one hour, wrote one line, travelled one mikf 
or almoft uttered one fentence but what was, at 
leaft, defigned by him to be ufeful to his fellow- 
creatures, nay, and in general, one way or other 
was ufefuL 

- II. How many thoufands have been relieved, or 
cured in bodily complaints, by his advice given 
verbally, or in that moft ufeful little book termed 
Primitive Ph^c, How many tens of thoufands 
pwe to him, under God, the health, yea, and ever- 
lafting happinefs of their fouls f How many fa- 
milies and individuals, at variance, has he recon- 
ciled, and how much peace and harmony has he 
been a mean of imparting where it never had been, 
or of refloring where it had been loft ! How many 
.drunken and debauched hufbands and fathers have 
been reclaimed from their vices, and their families 
faved from beggary and ruin ; and how much i»- 
^^ft^i frugality, temperance and chajiity, and of con- 
fequcncc, /r^m/y have, through him, been fpread 
through this and other kingdoms! How many 
hundreds, thoufands, and tens of thoufands of mi- 
ferable objefls have been or ftill are relieved by his 
own charities, or by thofe of which he was, under 
God, the main fpring, and either fct on foot or 
promoted ! How many, at this moment, are praif- 
ing God on earth that ever there was fuch a man, 
and how many more in heaven ! How many thou- 
fands arid myriads, during thefe fifty, or fixty years 

that 
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that he has fo fuccefsfully excrcifed his miniftry on 
earth) converted to God, by his inftrumentaliry, 
dircdlly or indircflly, have gone before him to Pa- 
radife, and were feady to bid him welcome when 
he arrived ! and how many hundreds of thoufands, 
in England^ Scotlandy Ireland^ America^ and the Weft 
Indies, nay, and in other parts of the earth to 
which his writings have reached, or may hereafter 
reach, arc waiting, or (hall hereafter wait, to fol- 
low after! Oh! what a meeting, my dear bre- 
thren ! How many fons and daughters, begotten 
by him through the gofpel, (hall at that day rife 
up and call him bleiTed ! fhall own and confefs 
him their fpiritual father, while he looks round 
with aftonifhment, and afks, Who hath begotten 
me thefe ? Thefe^ where had they been ? 

12. "I will invite you, my father and my 
friend,'* (faid Mr. Hervey, in a letter to him, 
dated in the year 1736,) ** to meet me among the 
«« fpirits of the juft made pcrfeiS, fince I am not 
<* like to fee you any more in the flcfh. Then 
«< will I bid you welcome, yea, I will tell of 
<* your love before the univerfal aflembly, and at 
<< the tremendous tribunal. I will hear, with joy, 
«« the Lord Jefus fay of you (Oh ! you that arc 
•* greatly beloved !) JVell done good and faithful 
^^fervant ! You haVe ferved your Lord, and your 
<* generation with your might. You have finifhed 
" the work which my Father gave you to do. If 
<< others have turned their thoufands, you have 
*^« turned your ten thoufands from the power of 
<< Satan unto God. Receive therefore a glorious 
<* kingdom, a beautiful and immortal crown from 
** my hand. Enter with the children I have given 
** you, with the fouls you have won, O thoo 
<• blefled one, thou heir of glory ! enter in at 
i< thofc everlafting doors, and receive there the rc- 
** ward of thy labours, even fulnefs of joy forever 
"and ever!" 
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13. And if Mr. Hervey be fo eager to come for- 
ward and welcome our venerable father into hea- 
venly manfionsy (hall his Ton in the gofpel Mr* 
Fletcher^ be backward ? Shall his dear broPher 
and fellow-labourer Mr. Charles JVeJley^ ftand aloof? 
Shall Mr. Whitefieldy whofe labours commenced 
with his, and who with him bore the burden and 
heat of the day, but finifhed his taflc many years 
fooner ? — Shall not he rife up and bid him enter? 
Methinks even Mr. Toplady has loft his bitternefs 
and is melted into love ? But why (hould I name 
individuals ? Art immenfe multitude that knew 
him in the flefti, and that never knew him, fhall 
join the inviting and applauding chorus, Prophets, 
Apoftles, Evangelifts, Paftors and Teachers, Saints, 
Confeffors and Martyrs, gathered out of every na- 
tion and age, (hall be glad to teftify their love 
towards fo faithful and eminent a fervant of God 
and of the Lord Jefus. May we, my brethren, 
be of this company ! I hope in God many of us 
Ihall, Many of you have long been, and are at 
this moment, the fincerc friends of the Lord Jefus, 
and therefore, of whatever denomination or party, 
cannot be his enemies, cannot be the enemies of 
one fo owned of God, and who has been made 
fuch an univerfal blelfing to mankind. 

14. Thus have I been led, without intending it, 
to fpeak alfo of the ** end of his converfation," 
and to anticipate, in a great meafure, what might 
have been advanced under the third head. I (hall, 
therefore only add to what has been faid, that the 
wonderful fuccefs God gave to his labours, the 
amazing reformation he made him the great inftru- 
ment of cfFc6ting in this and other kingdoms, the 
glorious exit he made out ot" life, after having per- 
fcvered in the good way in which he had begun, 
to the end ; and the great and hlejfed reward vihxchf 
we doubt^ not, he partly has received already, 

and ^ 
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and wiU hereafter more abundantly receive at 
the refurredlion of the juft ; thefe particulars, all 
included in rvi» i*C«<r»» avotr^^i, that end of his con- 
verfation which we ^re called upon to coniider, • 
certainly contain ftrong and powerful arguments 
why we (hould follow his faith in the feveral fenfes 
that have been noticed, and proceed on in the way 
in which he, who for fo many years *< had the rule 
over us, andfpoke to us the word of God,*' went 
before us. 

15. Let us then, my brethen, fteadily abide by 
the dodlrine he taught, and difcipline he eftablifhed, 
and continue to purfue the plan he in his wifdpm 
faw fit to adopt, being, indeed, as we know, pro- 
videntially led into it, contrary to his pre-con- 
cdved prejudices ; a plan, which God has been 
pleafcd greatly to fmile upon and to crown with 
wonderfdl fuccefs. Let us not attertipt to mend it, 
for indeed we are not able ; but taking it up juft as 
it is, let us adhere to it, and go on in the fame 
traft in which we have many of us perfevered for 
twenty, or thirty, or even forty years. It is now 
too late in the day for us to change : but if other-' 
wife, to what can we change for the better? Let us, 
however, mend our pace and quicken our dili- 
gence, as our time grows (horter. And as the 
ihades of the evening are .coming on, let us, in 
imitation of our departed paftor, work the harder, 
*< work while it is day, becaufe the night cometh 
in which ho mati can work.*' . Tho'.we have not 
received his talents, let not that difcourage us. 
Our prefent duty and our future reward are not 
ai>d will not be meafured bf lAit-number or great- 
nefs of our talents, or even by our Jucetfs in the 
ufe of them, but by our diligence in employing 
them according to the defign of him whocntrufted 
them to our management. << Every man, wc are 
tQ remember, ihalljreceive his own reward accord* . 

K 2 \TV^ 
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ing to his own labour ; and when our Lord cometh 
his reward is with him^ to give to every man ac« 
cerding as his work (hall be/' Perfuaded of this, 
let us not make our having received fewer talents 
than our late Rev. Father, an excufe for hiding any 
of them in a napkin, much lefs for burying them 
all in the earth. But if we have received but 
€ney let us be the more diligent that our one may 
gain twoy and our tiCuoy fiue^ and- perhaps alfo our 
fiucy ten. Thus (hail we alfo hear him fay, ** Well 
done, good and faithful fervant, enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord :" thus (hall wv alfo receive 
a full reward in the kingdom of our Father. 

END OF THE SERMON. 

The following CharaBer of the Rev, Mr. Wesley, 

appeared in a certain Periodical Publication y and in 

fome of the London Papers, It fell into my hands 

• a few days before the Conference ^ andy happeninyr . 

to have it with mcy I read it to the Congregation 

w after preaching the above Sermon. It was fo highly 
^pprcFved of by mofly if not ally that heard it y that 
1 judge I Jhall do an acceptable piece of fervice t9 
my Readers by fubjoining it here. 

A CHARACTER 

Of the celebrated 

JOHN WESLEY, A. M. 

Late Fellow of Lincoln College, Oxford. 

IVho died Mareh 2, "I79i> Aged FAghty-tight Teart. 

JL HIS venerable man, in his indefatigable zeal 

in the difcharf^e of his duty, has been long wit- 

neffed by the world ; but, as mankind are not al- 

yvayB inclined to put a' generous conilrudlion on 

the 



Ac exertion of iinguFar falents, his motives were 
imputed to the love of popularity, ambition, and 
lucre. It now appears that he was adluated by 
a difinterefted regard to the immortal intereflt of 
mankind. He laboured, and ffudied, and preach- 
ed, and wrote to propagate what he believed to be 
. the Gofpel of Chrift. The intervals of thefe 
engagements were employed in governing the 
churches he had plantect, reguTating the concerns 
of (his numeFous focieties, aflif^ing the neceflrties, 
foivinig the d'^culties, and Cpothing the afflidtions 
of his hearers. He obferved fo rigid a temper- 
ance, and allowed himfelf fo little repofe, that 
he feemed to be above the infirmities of nature^ 
and to aiSt independent of the earthly tenement he 
eccupied. The recital of the occurrences of every 
day of his life would be the greateft cnoonMum, 

Had he loved wealth, he might have ace umu>- 
tated without bounds ; had he been fond of pother, 
-his influence would have been worth, courting by 
any party. I do not fay that he was without am- 
rhition; he had that which Chridianity need not 
hlufli at, and which Virtue is proud to confefs. 
.J do not mean that which is gratified by fplendonr 
4ind lai^e po{reirK)ns ; but that which commands the 
hearts and aflPeflions, the homage and gratitude of 
sihoufands. For him they felt fentiments of venera- 
tion only inferior to thofe which they paid to Hea- 
ven J to him they looked as their father, their 
benefaftor, their guide to glory and immortality ;^ 
for him they fell proftrate before God, with 
prayers and tears, to fpare his ^oom, and pro- 
long his ftay. Such a recompence as this is fuffi- 
cient to repay the toils of the longeft life. Short 
■ of this y greatnefs 'is contemptible impotence Be- 
fore this, lofty prelates bow, and princes hide their 
(diminifhed heads. . 

K 3 His 
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His zeal was not a tranfient blaze, but a ftcady 
and conftant flame. The ardour of his fpirit was 
neither damped by difficulty, nor fubdued by age. 
This was afcribed by himfelf to the power of 
Divine Grace ; by the world, to Enthufiafm. Be 
it what it will, it is what Philofophers muA envy, 
and Infidels refpecl; it is that which gives energy 
to the foul, and without which there can be no 
greatnefs or heroifm. 

Why fbould wc condemn that in Religion which 
we applaud in every other profeffion and purfuit ? 
He had a vigour and elevation of mind, which 
nothing but the belief of the Divine Favour and 
Prefence could infpire. This threw a luftre round 
his infirmities, changed his bed of ficknefs into a 
triumphal car, and made his exit refemble an 
Apotheofis rather than a Diflblution. 

He was qualified to excel in every branch of 
literature ; he was verfed in the Learned Tongues, 
in Metaphyiics, in Oratory, in Logic, in Criti- 
cifm, and every requifite of a Chriftian Miniiler; 
bis %le was nervous, clear, and manly ; his 
preaching was pathetick, and perfuafive ; his Jour« 
nals are artlefs and interefting ; his compofitions 
and compilations to promote knowledge and piety 
were almoft innumerable, 

I do not fay he was without faults, or above 
miftakes ; but they were loft in the multitude of 
his excellencies and virtues. 

To gain the admiration of an ignorant and fu- 
perAirious age requires only a little artifice and 
addrefs ; to Hand the tefl of thefe times, when all 
pretenfions to fandtity are ftigmatifed as hypo- 
crify, is a proof of genuine piety and real ufc- 
fulnefs. His great obje<St was to revive the ob- 
solete doctrines and extinguiftied fpirit of the 
Church of England \ and they who are its friends, 

cannot 
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cannot be his enemies. Yet for this he was treated 
as a fanatic and impoftory'and expofed to every 
fpccies of flander and pcrfecution. Even bifhops 
and dignitaries entered the lifts againft him ; but 
he never declined the combat, and generally 
proved viftorious. He appealed to the Homilies, 
the Articles, and the Scriptures, as vouchers for 
his do£lrine ; and they who could not decide upon 
the merits of the controverfy, were witneffes of 
the effcfts of his labours ; and they judged of the 
tree by its fruit. It is true, he did not fucceed 
much in the higher walks of life; but that im- 
peached his caufe no more than it did that of the 
firft planters of the Gofpel. However, if he had 
been capable of afluming vanity upon that fcore, 
he might have ranked among his friends fome 
perfons of the firft diftinflion, who would have 
done honour to any party. 

After furviving almoft all his adverfaries, and 
acquiring refpeft among thofe who were the moft 
diftant from him in principles, he lived to fee the 
plant he had reared fpreading its branches far and 
wide, and inviting not only thefe Kingdoms, but 
the Weftern World to repofe under its (hadev 
Who can doubt of the continuance of a caufe fo 
deeply eftablifhed ; though at the fame time, all 
muft be fenfible of the difficulty, if not the im- 
poflibility of finding a fuitable fucceflbr ? No 
fc^, fince the firft ages of Ghriftianity could boaft 
a founder of fuch cxtenfive talents and endowr 
ments. If he had been a candidate for literary 
fame, he might have fucceeded to his utmoft 
wifhes ; but he fought not the praife of men, he 
regarded learning only as the inftrument of ufeful- 
nefs. The great purpofe of his life ^ji^as doing 
good. For ^his he relinquifticd all honour and 
preferment; to this he dedicated all his powers 
of body and mind : at all times and in all places^ 

K 4 ' in 
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in feafon, and out of feafon, by gentlenefs, hj. 
terror, by argument, by perfualion, by. reafon, 
by interell, by every motive, and every induce- 
ment, he firove with unwearied aflTiduity to turn 
men from the error of their ways, and awaken 
them to Virtue and Religion. To the bed of fick- 
hefs or the couch of profperity, to the prifon or 
the hofpical, the houfe of mourning or the hosjfe 
of feafting, wherever there was a friend to ferve, 
or a foul to fave, he readily repaired, to adn>in* 
iRcr aiiiAance or advice, reproof or confolation. 
He thought no office too humiliating, no conde* 
fcenfion too low, no undertaking too arduous^ to 
reclaim the meaneft of God*s offspring. Th^ 
fouls of all men were precious in his light, and 
the value of an immortal creature beyond all efii* 
mation. He penetrated the abodes of wretched- 
ncf^ and ignorance, to refcue the profligate frorp 
perdition; and he communicated light to thofe 
who fat in darknefs, and the (hadow of deaths 
He changed the outcafts of focicty into ufeful 
imembers, civilized even favages, and filled thofe 
lips with prayer and praife, that had been accuf- 
lomed only to oaths and imprecations. 

But as the ftrongeft religious imprefQons are apt 
/ta become languid without difcipline and praAice, 
he divided his people into clafles and bands accord- 
ing to their attainments. He appointed frequent 
meetings for prayer and converfatiop, where they 
gave an account of their experience, their hope$ 
and fears, their joys and troubles; by which nneans 
jthey were united to each other, and their common 
profeflion; they became centinels upon each other's 
condudt, and (ecurities for each other's cjiara^er. 
Thus the feeds he fowed fprang up and flouriflied, 
bearing the rich fruits of every grace and virtue ; 
thus he governed and preferved his numerous 
.locieties, \vatching their improvement witha psi- 

ternal 
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t^rnal care, and encouraging them to be faithful 
to the end. 

But I will not attempt to draw his full charac- 
ter, nor to ellimate the extent of his labours and 
fervices : they will be beft known, when he (hall 
deliver up his commiffion into the hands of his- 
Great Mafter,* — ** Lord here am I, and the chil-- 
*•* dren which thou haft given me." 

N. B. This moft extraordinary man, in the- 
courfe of the laft fixty years, has been the blefled- 
inftrument in the hands of God to revive his* 
work of True, Primitive Religion, not only in* 
England, Scotland,, and Ireland, but in that large: 
Qiiarter of the Globe, America. In all of thefc 
places, he travelled in the greatnefs of his zeaV 
in pcrfon, by the fweat of his brow, and with his^ / 
life in his hand ; like his Great Mafter,. deliver* 
ing the meflage of the Lord to the poor, but pre-- 
cious and never-dying fouls of men.. 

But glory be to Jehovah, his labours did not: 
ftop here, as tens of thoufands of poor negroes,, 
(anld indeed their mafters too,) in the Weft Indies,, 
both Englilh, Dutch^ and Danifli Ides can tcftify. 
In fine we (hall fay of him feparately, as was- 
faid of the holy Apoftles, jointly ; viz. That God's. 
Word, is by him carried through all the Earth ;. 
yea, even to the World's End. — O, that my Ufa: 
w^re like his 1 
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SERMON X. 

On the true Glory of an Houfe of GOE^^ 

PREACHED AT 

The Opening of the New-Chapcl, in Lowgate, HutLy 
On Sunday, Dec* the 23d, 1787^ 
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^ The Glory of this latter Houfe (hall be greater 
than of the former, faith the Lord of Hofts ? 
And in this place will I give Peace,, faith* th«P 
LoRi> of Hofts."^ 

!• IKToT WITHSTANDING that thc BabyloniiBl^ 
JlnI captivity had been a means of hum- 
blipg that fmall remnant of Jews that furvived it^ 
and of curing the jpvhole nation of idplatryy. into* 
Which (it feems) they never afterwards fell ; yet 
we have reafon to believe that the generality o£ 
them ilill remained carnal in therr views and af- 
fedion«. Henc€y like the r^eft of mankinc/, while: 
in a carnal ftate, they were moft taken, with ex- 
ternal things. When, therefore^ they faw the: 
houfe, nearly finifhed, which was built after their 
return from Babylon, and coippared it with Solo- 
mon's Temple,, thc fplendour of which many of 
them could remember,, it appeared in their eyes^ 
as nothing in comparifon of that former moft 
fumptuous fabric. Hence they were ready to be 
difcouraged, as if the chief glory of a place ofT 
worfhip confifted in the great wealth laviihed inn 
the external decorations of it. To prevent this,, 
therefore, and encourage them to go on with thein 
undertaking, as well as to reprove them for their. 
ina£llvity and ilotb^ the Lord raifed up and fent to» 

K 6 \!c^\s\. 
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fhcm his fcrvant8 Huggai and Zachariah^ who 
both prophefied in the fccond year of Darius the 
King of Perfia,' under whofe dominion the Jews 
then were. 

2: ** In the feventh month of that year came 
the word of the Lord by the prophet Haggai, fay- 
ing, Who is left among you that faw this houfe in 
its firft glory ? And how do you fee it now? Is 
It not in your eyes, in comparifon of it, as nothing? 
Yet now be ftrong, O Zerubbabel, and Jofhua the 
High Pricft, and be ftrong all the people of the 
Iftnd, faith the Lord, and work, for I am with 
you, faith the Lord of Hofls. According to the 
word which I covenanted with you when ye came 
out of Egypt, fo my Spirit remaineth among you ^ 
fear ye not. For thus faith the Lord of Hods, 
yet once, it is a little while, and I will (hake the 
beavens, and the earth, a**d the fea, and the dry 
land ; and I will (hake zffi nations, and the Defire 
of all nations (hall come, and I will fill this houfe 
with glory, faith the Lord of Hofts. The filver 
is mine, and the gold is mine, faith the Lord of 
Hofts. The glory of this latter houfe (hall be 
greater than of the former : and in this place will 
I give peace, faith the Lord of Hofts," 

3. Hence it appears, that though Solomon's 
temple, which was a great part of it overlaid with 
gold and filver, and was in other refpcSs, perhaps^ 
the moft magnificent ftrudlure ever cretSled upon 
the earth, far exceeded this latter houfe in out- 
ward ornaments, yet that this (hould excel it in 
real glory. The reafon was, the Dejire of all 
nationsy the Saviour of finners, the Chriil of God, 
the living and true Temple of Jehovah, of which 
thefc outwards temples were but types and (ha- 
dows, was to appear in it. — Here the true Light 
was to (hine, and difperfe the dark nefs that had 
covered former nations and ages. Here the power 
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of God was to be exerted in figns anJwonders^ 
and divers miracles and gifts of the Holy Gb-ofl', 
which were to be the fcals of a new and better 
covenant. Here the anticnt prophecies were to- 
find their accomplishment, and the types and (ha* 
dowsy whereby God had taught his church in its 
minority, were to be anfwered by the great Anti- 
type, and to give way to the truth and grace where- 
with he would enlighten and perfe<St its mature- 
9ge. Here the glad tidings of falvation were to^ 
b: publiflied to a loft, world, and the Spirited 
God, in- a rich variety of gifts and graces, was^ to be 
poured out on all that (hould believe and embrace- 
thofe tidings.. In this place the Lord of Hajis was- 
to give peace y and here he was to open a pure and* 
fpiritual religion, whereby every foul, pofleffed 0% 
that peace, might not only worftiip him /» ^/>//: 
and in truthy but might even become himfelf a. 
temple of the Deity, and an habitation of God^thrf 
the Spirits 

4. The glory of this latter houfe,, therefore,, 
was to exceed the glory of the former. And thu^ 
we arc furnifhed with a rule whereby we may 
meafure the true glory of places of worfliip in alL 
ages,, and under every difpenfatron of divine grace,, 
but efpccially under the gofpel. It confifts, not 
in any thing external, but in the prefence of the 
Lord Jefus,, and in die communication of gifts andl 
graces, there made by him, to the upright, devout 
and fpijwtual worfhipper. ** The filver is mine,; 
and th^ gold is mine, fairh the Lordof Hofts: 
Son, give me thy heart. Thus faith the Lord, The 
heaven is my throne, and the earth my footftool :. 
where is the houfe ye build me ? an^ where is the 
place of my reft ? For alt thole thirgs hath mine 
hand made, and all thofe liiri^s have been, faith 
the Lord 2 But to this man will I look, even to. 

him 
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him that is poor^and of a contilte fpirit^ and trenK 

blcth at my word.? 

But as this is a point of great importance and 

particularly futtable for our meditation at this time, 

\vhen we firft appear in this new Houfe^ fo fupenor, 

in outward things, to that in which we formerly af- 

fembled ; we will dwell a little longer upoa it, and 

enquire, — • 

Ik 

I. What is the true Glory of an Hou/e of Gody 

or place of public worfhip ; and when it may bit 
faid| that one place exceeds another in glory ? 

II. We will confider the gracious pvomife here 
made, which, when fulfilled in fueh places, renders^ 
them glorious indeed ! 

<< In this place will I give peace,, faith the Lord: 
of Hofts." 

I. The firji thing that I fhall taftc notice of a9> 
conHituting the true glory of an houfe of God, is 
that the pure Word of God be fully^ clearly^ and 
powerfully preached in it. — Places of worfhip arc 
erected in order that thofe who worfhip in them^ 
being fcreened from what might annoy in the dif- 
ferent feafons, commodtoufly feated, and (hiit in 
with the Lord, may wait upon him, in hearing his 
word and in prayer, without diftra6lron of mind 
anid interruption from outward things. But they 
will hear his word to little purpofe uivlefs what 
they hear be the fure^ unadulterated word of God- 
This of all things is moft important, that what is 
delivered from the. pulpit, be the very Truth of 
Gody unmixed with the corrupt fancies of men. 
Without this, the hearers are not inftruAed but 
deluded; not direfled in the right way of falva- 
tion, but mifled into bye paths of error, and if not 
irrecoverably loft, yet greatly hindered in their 
Chriflian cpurfe, and prevented from making the 

progrefo 



AN HOUSE OF GOD* ajl 

progrefs they otherwife might make in knowledge 
and holiiiefs. 

2. It is true, confidering the weaknefs of the 
human -underftanding in the beft, and the prejudices 
which preachers as well as others are expofed to 
fVom various quarters ; and confide ring too, that 
God has denied to thefe later ages that plenary fp» 
perintendency of infpiration, which rendered the 
apoftles and firft teachers of Chriftianity infalli- 
ble ; it is not to be expedted that any miniflers of 
Chrift ttow (hould be right in all points^ even fuch 
as are fmall al»d trivial. But furely every one 
taught of Grody may and will be right as to the 
grandj leading and fundamental truths of Chrif# 
tianity, thofe that are fo clearly, fully and con- 
fiantly revealed and inculcated in the holy fcrip* 
tureSy and are neceflary to be known in order to 
falvation. With refpeft to thefe at Icaft, they may 
fey with the apoftles, << We are not as many who 
corrupt*' (or as the Greek fignifies, who adulte- 
rate) " the word of God," as fome vintners do 
their wines, intermixing them with bafer liquors ; 
<< but as of fincerity, but as of God, in the fight 
of God, fpeak we In Chrift," truths which he 
approves and blefifes. And then with reipedt to 
fbme lefler matters, if they fhould be miftaken, 
their miftake will do no material hurt, efpecially 
as they will for the moft part keep it to them>- 
felves, fcldom mentioning in public, and never 
dwelling long upon any thing that is unefifential.... 

3. And 1 would juft obferve, here, by the way, 
that the beft method a preacher can purfue to in- 
fure this point, that he preaches only truth and not 
error to his hearers, is, to confine himfe^f as much 
as poflible to matters efTential, for with refpedt to 
thefe ^ a man of God will hardly err. Whereas, 
when indcad of this^ a minifter takes upon him 

to 
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to intermeddle with all controverfies and difcufr' 
all queflions, he is hardly ever right throughout 
a difeourfe, but ia in- one mif^ake or another in^ 
every fermoHy and in fome fermons perhaps in 
many. And this, at beft, fs a great waft« of time' 
and proflitution of the facred office of preachings 
the gofpel. 
But to return, 

4. I mentioned, 2diy, that this pure "word of God' 
fnnft be preached fully ; that at we deliver noting, 
tut the truth, fo that we declare the whole trUth, 
at leaft as far as it is neceilary to be declared in« 
order to the ediBcation and falvation of our hear- 
ers. This rule, tho* of equal importance with 
that laft mcTrtioncd, is yet much more frequently 
franfgreiTed. Many, who do not corrupt y yet mutt- 
4iffte the truth aa it is in Jefus, and repreient to 
mankind a lame and imperfcuSt fyftem of do6lrine. 
■They keep back Jomeihing that would be profitable,, 
and " fhun to declare the whole counfcl of God.*' 

5. Thus fome, who very properly explain the 
nature and enforce the neceffity of repent anee towards 
Cody are nevcrthelefs very deficient on the fubjcfib 
di faith in our Lord Jefus Chrijt ; others, whofpeak 
with great clearncfs on faith zndjujiification by faith,, 
are wanting as to holinefsy either not preaching it 
at ally or not in that extent in which it is explained 
and enforced in the oracles of God, or not with- 
an earneflncfs that beara^any proportion to its deepv 
importance. Oihcrs, again, who fail not to teftify 
that without hllinefs no man fhall fee the Lordy and* 
whodefcribe its nature and point out its excellency 
admirably well as far as it is internal y are yet (hort 
on the head of outward ^W works, eithere not in- 
culcating them at all, left they (hould be deemed 
legal preachers, (as the phrafe is) or not with a fre*. 
quency and fervency that is any way proportionable 
to the amazing ftrels laid on them by our Lord and. 
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his ApoAIes ; or perhaps they do not defcend fuf- 
ficiently toparticulars, but content tbemfelvcs with 
recommending them in the general ; or, it may be, 
they confine their difcourfcs to certain kinds of good 
worksy to which their hearers have not much ob- 
jedion, and omit to inculcate others, though equaU 
ly important and abfolutely necefTary to be per- 
formed. I might enlarge and produce many more 
inftances of this partial way of preaching. I might 
particularly name watchfulnefs^ Jelf-de /W, taking 
Up the daily crofs^ redeeming tinUy employing our 
money and other talents to the glory of Goo 
and for the good of mankind, as fubjeds often 
prged in the holy fcripture»y but feldom, very feU 
dom fo much as mentioned in fome pulpits. But 
gs this would carry me away from my delign I 
forbear. 

And obferve 3dly, That as it.ijB a real glory i<^ 
a place of worfhip that the gofpel be preached in 
it purely, without any falfe mixture, znd fully, with^ 
oujtany important deJFeA ; fo alfo that it Se preach- 
ed clearly; I mean that the method and language be 
intelligible and plain. This is a very deiirable 
thing indeed, inafmuch as without it a preaoher 
V^ili not be well underflood, and of confequence 
will be of little ufe. And the', as to this point, 
there is and will be a great difference, all that 
l^each the gofpel not having, in an cq^jal degree, 
<hc gift of thinking clearly upon fqbjeiSfi, or of ar- 
ranging, their thoughts in propter order, or of e»- 
preffing them in eafy and intelligible language;, 
yet none will be very deficient in perfpieuity, who 
accuftom themfelves to fcriptural ideas, and to ex- 
.prefe thofe ideas in fcriptiiral words. But where 
this is ncgkdled and other authors (the myflic, fup- 
pofe, or any others that depart from the Bible; are 
.more Oudied and imitated than the Prophets aiKi 
ApoAles, it is no wonder if the fpeaker, perhaps. 

afie^lln^ 
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affefting myfiery and obfcurlty^ become unintelHgT- 
ble, e%*en upon the plained fubjei^s. Happy thofc 
preachers who take the apoftle Peter's advice on 
this head, and not defiring to be wife above what 
is written, endeavour, whenever they fpcak in 
pbulic, to fpeak as the oracles of God ! and happy 
thofe hearers that fit under fuch a preacher. 

7. Once more upon this point : another thing 
included in this glory of the divine word, which I 
mentioned, is that it be fpoken with powery I mean, 
that it reach the hearts of the hearers and be effec- 
tual to their convcrfion, edification and comfort. 
Now in order to this, two things arecffentially nc- 
ceffary, ift. That the preacher experience and prac- 
tice himfelf what he inculcates upon others : And^ 
adly, that he have the prefcnceof his Mafter with 
hrm, and the heavenly undion of his Spirit accom- 
panying his word. Without iht former, a preacher 
will not feel himfelf ^hzt he delivers, and of confe- 
quence will not make others feel \ and without the 
Idtter^ whatever efFe<ft is produced will be verf 
traniient. But where both thefe are united, the 
facred truths of the Gofpel, like live-coals from 
the altar, proceeding from a mind burning with 
divine love, by the blefled agency of the Holy 
Spirit, will fall flaming upon the fouls of the 
hearers, and that in fuch abundance, as not only 
ta melt an heart of wax, but even an heart di 
ice J or rend in funder dn heart of msrile, fo that 
the waters of genuine repentance. will flow forth, 
and a way be made for the entrance of the 
Lord of Glory, into the foul of the humble wor- 
ihipper. 

8. This leads me to mention ay^r^nv/particular^ 
conftituting the true glory of an houfe of God, 
viz. that goody fpirifual-good be done in it. Now, 
ift, good is done when the dark minds of men 

ar^ 
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are enlightened and they are made acquainted with 
things rpiritual and divine; when they are brbught 
to know themfelves to be thofe fallen creatures 
that the fcriptures dcfcribe, ignorant y Jtnfuly guilty ^ 
depravedy weak and wretched ; when they are in- 
i^ruded in the way of falvation thro' faith in a 
Mediator between God and man ; in the will of 
God and their duty ; when God himfelf, in his 
nature and attributes, in his word and works is 
made known to them, that they niay no longer 
blindly worlhip and ferve an unknown God, but 
being acquainted with him, may pay him the 
homage and obedience he requires and will accept; 
Good is done yet more, adly, when men arc not 
only enlightened to fee^ but awakened to feel (as 
It were) divine truths, fo that they come to them 
(as St. Paul has it) ** not in word only, but alfo 
in power, in the Holy Ghoft, and In much affu- 
ranee ;" when they are not only convinced of fin^^ 
but alfo of righteoufnffsj and " being jui^ified by 
faith find peace with God, " and are " in Chrift 
new creatures.*' Good is done moft of all, 3dly, 
when thofe that arc born of God's Spirit are trained 
up for his kingdom, and inftead of being fufFefed 
to halt in or go back from his ways, are led for- 
ward in all holinefs and ufefulnefs, both inward 
and outward, fo as to be made <' meet to be par* 
takers of the inheritance of the faints in light,'- 
and receive a full reward in the kingdom of their 
Father. 

9. Hence will arife a third ^oxy : fuch a place 
■will be crowded with attentive y intelligent hearers, 
humbiey devout worlhippers, exemplary j ufeful Chrif- 
tians ; with hearers that attend to and underAand 
' what is fpoken, that can diftinguiih truth from 
error, and can diicern between wholefome food 
and poifon ; with worlhippers that '< worship the 
Father in fpirit and in truth," that '* pray in the 
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Holy Ghoft/* praifc God from a fenfc of hfi^ 
goodnefsy and being '< joined to the Lord in one 
Spirit, have fellowftiip, whh the Father 2hid with 
bis Son Jefus Chrift;" with ChriOians, who have 
the Spirit as well as the letter of Chriftianity, the 
power as well as the fomi of godlinefs, who have 
in them the ** mind that was in Chrift, and walk 
as he alfo walked/' who adorn their profeflion by 
an unblamable conduct, and blefs their town and 
neighbourhood by an uninterrupted courfe of good 
works, done to the bodies and fouls of men. Ihi^i 
my brethren, is a glory indeed, and fuch as wc«ild 
ihed a luftre upon a building very inferior to thi* 
in external worknianfhip. God grant that this 
glory may belong to this place 1 I doubt not but 
the hearts of hundreds of you fay Amen \ And" 
I trui^ your prayers wiU be heard: but, to pre- 
vent your being difcouraged, you muft remember, 
this is a work of time, and that the gofpel dow 
not find people pious, but is intended to make thcmp 
fuch. 

lo. At firft, and for fome time, many that at- 
tend here will be the reverfe of the chara6ters I 
have noticed, both ignorant and wicked, bo<h 
careTefs and ufelefs. Nay, and there is reafon ta 
fear, notwithftanding all that can be done for 
them, that many will remain fuch. But, I truft^ 
not all. Some, at leafi, and (I wouid fain hope)^ 
not a fewy \^ill meet with a fpiritual cure in this 
Bethcfda, this Houfe of mercy, this Hofpital of 
fouls, which God hath inclined and enabled you 
to ereft out of compaflion for yourffck and dying 
fello^^ creatures. And be fare you never defpair 
of any, be they ever fo far gone in the wafling 
and painful difordcrs of fin, but bring them hither 
with you, and in carneft prayer and fupplicatibn,- 
Kcommend {hem to the attention and care of that 

great 
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^reat and good PhyficHin of fouh^ who (I trufi) 
«^ill not fail to attend here from time to tiniie, and 
vifit every ward in this fpirttual Infirmary. May 
he find thee out, in thy difabled and languifliin^ 
flate, thou poor, difconfolate mourner ! 

II. This brings me to the ^«rf A real glory of 
an Houji of Gody and the lad 1 (hall now men- 
tion, viz. The prefence of tht Majier in his own 
houft^ of the Father of the family in his own' 
family. And this is gracioufly promifcd in his- 
word of truth, all the promifes of which are Tea 
snd Amen, ** Where two or three are met to-^ 
gether in my name, fays Jcfus, there am I in the 
midfl of them.** ** In every place where I re- 
cord my name, fays God the Father, 1 will come 
unto thee and I will blefs thee." This, my bre- 
thren, is the chief glory of a place of worfhip, that 
the God of Glory be in it to blefs his worlhippers. ^ 
But this is a glory that depends, not upon the 
place, but upon thofe that worftiip in it. It is 
not fkill in architedture, manifcAed in the beauty 
or commodioufnefs of the Churchy Chapel^ or 
Preaching'houfe'j thar* can invite or infure the di- 
vine prefence, but it is the ferimfnefsy humility^ 
faith and devotion of thofe that affemble thcreinj 
that will be crowned with that blcffing. For tho* 
God grants his prefence and all his blefTings uf 
mere, grace and mercy, yet levity and pridej un-- 
belief and formality (not to mention known and 
wilful fin) in his prdfeffing people, will always 
be a bar and hindrance to the communication of 
them. And the Lord by withdrawing himfelf and 
keeping at a- didance from fuch wo'rOiippers, will 
fhcw that he M difpleafed with and refents their 
conduct. Let us therefore expe^ and wait for his 
prefence in his own way, and we ftiall not be dif- 
appointed. 

* /«. And 
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12. And now if will not be difficult to- fay when 
one place exceeds another in glory. That place 
where the word of God is preached moft purely^ 
with feweft human mixtures ; mod fully y no- 
thing being kept back that would be profita- 
ble; moil clearly y the language being plain and 
the method natural and diftin^ ; vao^ powerfully ^ 
the Spirit of God accompanying what is fpoken 
and rendering it the power of God unto falvation 
to thofe that attend : That place where the 
moft good is done, where the greateft number of 
finners are converted to God, and thofe that are 
converted are built up in holinefs : That place 
where the greateft number of real chriftians and 
fpirirual worfhippers aifembley to hear the word 
of God, and join together in prayer and praife ; 
and where the Lord moft manifefts his prefence, 
difplays his glory, and pours out his Spirit ;-— That 
place (I fay) undoubtedly exceeds other places in 
glory, even tho' it ftiould have nothing external, 
as to beauty or ornament, or even commodioufnefs 
belonging to it. 

13. My dear brethren, it will All your hearts 
with gratitude to look back and fee that your laft 
houfe was not without its glory in all thefe re- 
fpedis. There the pure word of God was (I hope) 

fully and clearly preached, and that with a meafure 
of divine power accompanying and rendering it ef- 
fedlual to the converfion, edification and comfort 
of many fouls. There many that were ignorant 
received inftrudtion, many that were guilty receiv- 
ed forgivenefs, and many that had long lived in all 
manner of vice and profanenefs were " created 
in Chrift Jefus unto good works," and have fincc 
that time " adorned the dodlrine of God their 
Saviour in all things. " Some of thefe fwho 
would have rejoiced to have feen what we fee this 
day) have already finiftied iheir courfe and are 

now 
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now with Abraham^ Ifaac and Jacob in the king- 
dom of God ; and others are here prefent at this 
time and can bear witnefs to the truth of. vihat I 
fay. 

14. But tho', in thefc refpedls, the former houfe 
was glorious, excufe me, if I this day exprefs an 
hope that this latter houfe will exceed in glory. 
If I did not fear it might have the appearance of 

• boafling, and if I did not think it better to let the 
event fpeak for itfelf in this cafe, I would pro- 
ceed to give you fome reafons of this hope. I 
would fay, that the Preachers, as a body, for whofe 
ufe this place is intended, are much advanced in 
knowledge and experience, and that from hence 
one may reafonably e^tpec^ the gofpel will be 
preached by them more purely^ fully and clearly 
than it was years ago. I trull alfo that many of 
them are grown in grace and in a conformity to 
their living Head, whence one may hope their 
word will be attended with more power, and will 
be made a greater bleffing. I might obferve that 
this houfe, being ipuch larger than the other, af- 
fords a larger field to labour in, and makes room 
for a greater number of fick and difordered fouls 
than could get admittance into the other compara^ 
tively fmall place, that they may receive a cure 
and recover fpiritual health. The confequenoe of 
this will be, more true worfhippers will aifemble 
here than attended at the former houfe, and in 
anfwer to their prayers (I truft) a more glorious 
difplay of the divine prefencc, will be witnfelTcd. 

15. But while I go on hinting to you, in this 
way, the grounds of my hope that the glory of 
this latter houfe will exceed the gtopy of the for-* 
mer, I find myfelf fecretly checked by a fear, left 
as your congregation encreafes and you grow more 
into repute in the town and neighbourhood, the 

fpirit 
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fpirit o( the world (hould cncrcafc among you and 
mar your rifing glory. And I think it my duty 
to fay, that it is not impoffible but our crafty ad- 
vcrfary (of whofe devices you arc not ignorant) 
may hope to bring evil out of this good^ and make 
what ought to be the occafion of our rife the means 
of our falL For while the greater commodioufnefs^ 
not to fay neatnefs and beauty of this lovely place, 
invites more of the rich and gay to aifociate with 
you in your worfliip, there is a danger left XhM 
(hould be an introdu6)ion to that acquaintance with 
them, which indeed may (and wilf, if you are 
faithful) do them an eternal good, and tnake them 
blefs the day that ever they came within thefc 
doors; but if not, may gradually do you hurt, 
caufe your " fine gold to become dim," aqd " in- 
termix your wine with water." Leaving there- 
fore the event to determine fuily which houfe will 
exceed in glory, I haften, 

II.. To call your attention to the graeioitf 

Jromife here made with regard to the Temple at 
erufalem, where the Saviour was to appear, and 
every place where his gofpel is properly preached 
and he is prefent by his Spirit, << In this place will 
I give peace, faith the Loid of Hofts." 

I. To underftand this divine proraife, wc muft 
recolledt that man is by nature at enmity with God. 
According to the dodtrine of fcripture, a doi^lrine 
confirmed by the experience of all nations and 
ages, ** all have finned and come fhort of the 
glory of God, the whole world is guilty before 
God," and all mankind " are by nature children 
pf wrath," that is, are under condemnation and 
expofed to divine wrath on account of their origi- 
nal depravity and adtual tranrgreffions.— There is 
an enmity on the part of man towards God: 
" The carnal mind, (fays St. Paul,) is enmity 

againft 
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«gaihft Gofl, it is not' fubjeft to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be j" And in confcquence of 
this, there is wrath on the part of God towards 
man, ** vvtath revealed from heaven againft the 
ungodlinefs and unrightcoufoefs of men." 

2. Now as we were without Jirength in this mat^- 
ter^and cowld neither by our own works remove 
the wrath on God's part, and reconcile him to us^ 
nor by our own power remove the enmity on our 
part and reconcile ourfelves to God, therefore God 
hath provided a Mediator between himfelf and us 
to make. up this breach, in a way confiftent with 
his own honour and our falvation. That ht might 
be ghrified while man was Javed^ that is, that the 
^v/7 of Jin might be manifefted while its guilt was 
cancelled ; that God might difplay his jujiice in 
punifhing it, while he manifeded his mercy in par- 
doning it, he " fent his own Son in the likenefs 
of (miwX. Jiejh to be a facrifice for fin, thereby con- 
demning fin in the flefh." " On him he hath 
laid the iniquities of us all, hath wounded him 
for our tranfgreflions, and bruifed him for our ini- 
quities, and caufed him to bear thelthafiifement 
of our peace." «< Him he hath fct forth to be a 
propitiation thro' faith in his blood, to declare his 
righteoufnefs, for the remiflion of fins that are 
paft, thro* the forbearance of God, to declare, I 
fay, his righteoufnefs," that is, his juftice as well 
as mercy, ** that he might be juft" while he is 
the merciful " juftifier of him that believeth.in 
Jefus." This Man therefore is faid by Micah to he 
the Peacf^ ch. v, 5. And St. Paul tells us, Col, 
i. 19. &c. *« that it pleafed the Father that in him 
fhould all fulnefs dwell ; and having made peace 
by the blood of the crofs, by him to reconcile all 
things to himfelf." He is the peace between Jews 
and Gentiles, (as we are afiTured £ph. ii. 14.) 

L *< who 
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^* who makes both one, breaking down ihe middle 
wall of partition (viz. the ceremonial law) that 
was between them ;" and mach more is he the 
peace between man and God, << reconciling ut 
to God by the crofs, having (lain the enmity rtiere- 
by." 

3* To dwell a moment upon this : It appears 
frpm moft of the pafTagcs juft quoted) that Chrift 
by his death not only atones for (in and recon- 
ciles God to us, but alio us to God. His death 
upon the croft, being the moft wonderful inftance 
of God's love to a loft world, which ever was or 
could be given, has. a manifeft tendency, in its 
own nature, when dtfcovered to the foul in all 
its myflet ious grace, to fofiten, melt, fubdue and 
win over the whole heart to God. •* They (hall 
look upon him whom they have pierced, and they 
ihall mourn," fays the prophet Zachariab. ** If 
J be lifted up from the earth, I will draw all men 
unto me," fays Jefus. " The love of Chrift 
conftraineth us, fays St Paul, while we thus judge 
that if one died for all, then were all dead, and 
that he died for all, that they who live (hould not 
henceforth live unto themfelves, but unto him th^C 
died for them and rofe again." 

" Thus while 1 hear my Saviour Go45 
" Count o'er my fins, an heavy Ioa4» 

** He bore upoa the tree ; 
" Inward 1 bluih with fecret fhame. 
** And weep, and love, and blef9 the name, , 

" That knew nor fiij, nor grief, Qor (hame, 

** But bore them all for roe.'* 

• 

It is true, the fufferiogs and death of Chrift 
cannot produce this effedl without the influence of 
the Holy Spirit, whofc office it is to *< take of the 
things of Jefus gnd fliew them unto us«" But 

then 
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then his death alio opens a way for our receiving 
that influence. For being << delivered for our 
oiFences, and raifed again for our juftificadon, he 
hath afcended up on high, led captivity captive, 
and received gifts for men, even for the rebeU 
Kous ; " hath *< received of the Father the pro- 
mife of the Holy Spirit" to work repentance and 
£uth in usy to fubdue our enmity and influence our 
hearts with peace aild love. 
• 4* For be it obferved, tho* peace with God ia 
free for all ^ tho* none are excluded from it who 
do not exclude themfelves ; tho' the Lord pro* 
ctaims << peace, peace, to him that is near, and 
to him that is for off;" yet none can partake of it 
wtthQut << repentance towards God and faith in our 
Lord Jefus Chrift.** As God will never be re- 
conciled to an impenitent, unbelieving flnner, fa 
fuch an one is not reconciled to God, and never 
can enjoy peace of mind ; no, the wicked^ the in-» 
wardly as well as outwardly wicked, the uncon^ 
verted, the unregencrate ** are like the troubled 
iea which cannot reft ; There 4s no peace, faith my 
Gi)d, to the wicked." Repentance therefore is ab- 
folutcly neceflary, yea, and fruUs meet for repent 
lance. Equally neceffary is faith in our Lord 
yefus Chrijly without which notwithAanding our 
repentance, we are fiill << condemned, and the 
wrath of God abideth on us." And this faith, wc 
muft remember, muft work by love, overcome 
the world, and purify the heart. When a true pe- 
nitent comes to God, by this faith, cafting hiB 
ibu], with all his lins, on the Lord Jefus << the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the lins of the 
*world," and embracing the promifcs of God made 
thro' him, God becomes << merciful to his unright« 
eoufnefs, and reme^nbers his (ins and iniquities no 
more." _ And ** being jufti6cd by faith he has 
peace with God." 

La 5. Now 
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5. Now the never* faiHng fruit of this peace 
with God is peace of mind. For as ** there is no 
condemnation from God^ to thofe that are in Chrift 
Jefus, who walk' not after the flefli but after the 
fpirity" fo neither are they condemned in their own 
hearts. Their paft fins being pardoned and their 
prefent corruptions being conquered^ it cannot be 
but they muft have theanfwer of 2: good confciencey 
<* a confcience void of offence towards God and 
towards man." Hence they muft h^vt confidence 
towards God, and will be enabled to caft their care 
upon him for all that they want for body land foul; 
for time and for eternity. And the fruit of this 
tfvill be a ferenity of mind, a tranquility of fpirit, 
which the apoflle calls.^^ a peace that pafTeth all 
uhderftanding. " <* Thou wilt keep him, fays 
Ifaiah, in perfe6l peace, whofe mind is flayed* on 
thee, becaufe he trufteth in thee*" Pride, felf- 
wtil, difcontenr, impatience, anger, malice, en- 
vy, diftruft, anxiety, and other unhappy and un- 
cafy paflions being fubdiied ; and humility, refig- 
nation, meeknefs and love taking place, they muft 

find reft to their 
>d will keep their 
hearts and minds thro* Chrift Jefus." 

6. And will not fuch, ** as much as in them 
licth, live peaceably with, all men?" Surely 
they will not knowingly injure any man in his 
perfon, property, or chara<S^er ; ^nd when others 
injure them, they will manifeft a meek, gentle and 
forgiving fpirit. Injuftice, ppprefTion, guile, fraud, 
covetoufnefs, ambition,, and other caufes of quar- 
reling being removed, peace will take place in 
families and neighbourhoods; and in proportion as 
this religion gains ground, peace will fpread its 
influence over all the earth, fo that '< men (hall 
beat their fwords into plough-fbares, and their fpears 
into pruning hooks, nation (hall not litt up fword 

againft 
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agiinft nation, neither (hall they Icfarn urar any 
more.*" Such is the happy tendency of the re- 
ligion of Jefus, a reJigiort of peace and love ! 

" Sweet peace it brings where-ever it arrives, 
*' It builds our quiet, as it forms our lives, 
** Lays the rough paths of peeviih nature even, 
" And opens in each bread a little heaven." 

Such arc the trophies of the Prince of Peace, 
whofe nativity we arc about to celebrate. Well 
might the heavenly hoft ufhcr in his birth by pro- 
claiming ** Glory to God in the higheft, on earth 
peace, good- will towards men/* 

7. Now this peace is reprcfentcd in my text 
as the gift of God. "In this place will I give 
peace." And whether we confider the great Peace-' 
maker, the Mediator between God and manr, who 
is the Father's gift to a loft world ; or whether wci 
confider the repentance and faifk whereby we ob- 
tain an intereft in him, which are the gifts of God 
and of the operation of his Spirit ; or whether we 
confider xht peace itfelf cohfequent hereupon, the 
expreflion is undoubtedly proper : The Lord give f 
peace* It is not purchafed by our works. It is not 
efFedled by our ftrcngth, but it is the free, unde- 
fcrved gift of the Divine mercy, brought into our 
fouls by the infpiration of his Holy Spirit. Free 
grace beftows the ineftimable blefling upon thofe 
that are utterly unworthy; guilty man, without 
any pretenfions to merit, only receives it, and the. 
Holy Ghoft feals it upon the confcience and dif- 
fufes it abroad in the heart. " Thus all things are 
of God, who reconciles us to himfelf by Jefus 
Chrift, and commits to his fervants the word of 
reconciliation. They therefore are ambaffadors 
for Chrift, as tho* God did befeech us by them : 
they pray us in Chrift's ftead to be reconciled to 

L 3 God% 
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God. For God made him to be fin for as, tho' 
lie knew no fin, fhar we might be made the righ- 
teoufncfs of God in him." 

8. And becaufe the Mediator between God and 
many thro' M'hom we obtain peace, was to ap« 
pear in this fecond Temple, and while it ftood, 
was to be offered a facrifice for the fins of man- 
kind ; becaufe the Gofpel of Peace was to be 
publi(hed, and the Spirit of Peace bellowed there ; 
therefore the Lord fays, «< iu this plaee will I give 
peace." A promife this which, at leaft in a fecon- 
dary fenfe, may be applied to every place where 
the fame Mediatary though invifible, is prefent, 
the fame facrifice for fia held up, the fame Go(jpeI 
of peace proclaimed, and the fame Spirit of peace 
conferred. Where God by his word reconciles 
finners to himfelf ; where he calls them to repeor 
tance, and enables them to believe in the Lord 
Jefus with their hearts unto righteoufnefs i wherc- 
he jufiifies them from all things, and gives tbeni 
peace i/iith himfelf and peace of mind ; where he 
influences their hearts with love to one another^ 
and difpofcs them to live peaceably with all men ; 
^here furely he may properly be faid to give peact^ 
I doubt not but the event will (hew that he will 
give it here, 

9. And when you obferve the word preached 
here crowded with this gift, and made the means 
of communicating fuch an inefiimabk bleffing as 
feace with Gody to your fellow-creatures, a bleffing 
that draws after it all the unfcarchable riches of 
grace and glory, how will your hearts rejoice that 
the Lord inclined you to engage in and help for-* 
ward this dcfign, and how well beftowed will yOu. 
think the little money that yow have contributed 
towards it. And, it may be, that feme perfon very 
l?^^7r and dear to you may here find this pearl of grcai 

' price,. 
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price, an intimate acquaintance fuppofe, a friend 
whom you love as your own foul, a brother, a fif- 
tcr, a wife, a child, (for thcfe you will doubtlefs 
endeavour to bring along with you, at all oppor- 
tunities, to this houfe of prayer) and in that cafe 
how will your joy be doubled, and the nearer and 
dearer the parties are to you, the greater will be 
your joy that they found a fpiritual cure in this 
houfe of mercy which you (thro' Divine grace in- 
clining you (had an hand in ereSing. 

lo. But whatever joy it may yield you in //w, 
to fee finners converted here, you will rejoice 
much more on this account in eternity! When 
your difembodied fpirit in the Paradife of God^ 
and more efpecially your whole perfon at the 
Judgment Seat of Chrift, fees light in his light, 
and having your faculties enlarged and (Irengthened 
beyond what ia now conceivable, when you look 
forward thro' everlafting ages and view on the one 
hand fiery torments efcaped, and on the other hea- 
venly joys attained, thro' your building this place, 
by a great multitude of precious fouls, fome of 
them once nearly allied to you by fundry clofe ties, 
and all your fellow-creatures and your fellow fin- 
ners ; all the offspring of that one God whom you 
love, and the purchafe of that precious blood 
which was equally fhed for you and for them, how 
unfjpeakable muft be your joy! But I forbear to 
enlarge upon a thought too great for utterance, aiid 
which, if purfued, would be an inlet to confola- 
tien, too over-whelming for flefh and blood to 
bear ; and that this blefled work of faving fouls 
may be this day begun, and that upon our firft 
appearing here, we may feap the firft-fruits of 
that harvefl of converfions to be hereafter gathered 
in this place ; before I conclude, 1 beg leave jiift 
to add a few words by way of application and inft- 
provemcnt of what has been advanced. 

L 4 I. I 
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1. I have been defcribing, my brethren, znd 
pointing out the way to th^tt peace with God^ ami 
fence c/ minJj which is promifed to be given in this 
place, and is the only thing that can rcncfor life 
voinfortable, death fate,, and eternity happy. And 
now I call upon you to examine you rfc Ives touch- 
ing this matter, whether this peace be yours. To 
know this, recolledl, I befeech you^ what has been 
bid and pt ovcd to you from God's word, that there 
is m peace to the wicked that go on. In fin, to the in* 
penitent and unbelieving, the unconverted and un* 
regenerate. 

a. If you are of this number, be afllrred,. yar 
have neither lot nor part in this matter. Whether 
you be outward finners, fuch as drunkards, fwearers,. 
Sabbath- breakers ; fornicatoirs, adulterers,, unclean 
perfons; liars, flanderers,,evil-fpeallQr8 ;. guilty ef 
fraud, violence, oppreffion ; unjuft^ unmerciful^ de- 
ceitful : or whether you be under the power of your 
inward corruptions, as pride, felf-wiHy difcontent ;. 
anger, malice, envy; hatred, animofity, revenge;, 
covctoufnefs, luft> ambition \, or whether, although 
your temper be even, and your eondud^ regular, 
yet at the fame time, your foul be unrenewed, your 
heart cold, and your worfhip formal, and, tho' you 
have xYicform^ you be devoid of the^Mi/^rof religion ;; 
be it known to you, you have no fhare in this bleff- 
ing which I have been defcribing : QoD is not at 
peace with you, even as you are not at peace with 
him. On the contrary, his *< wrath is revealed 
from heaven*' againft you, as " againft all the un- 
godlinefs and unrighteoufnefs of men. ** W he re- 
lore we warn you-, ** be not deceived, God is not 
mocked :" As (ure as he is a Being of unfpotteii 
holinefs and inflexible juftice, fo fure, " whatfo- 
ever a man fowcth that fliall he alfo reap ;'* yoa 
vho *' low to the flc(h> (hall of the flefli reap- 

corruption. 
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Corruption. " His Holincfs will be to you a con- 
fuming fire, his juRice will execute AriA judgment 
upon youy and you fhall infallibly << periih from 
the way, if his wrath is kindled, yea but a little/* 
how much more when it burns with unabating fury, 
^'confunries the earth with its increafe, and melts 
down the foundation of the mountains," when ** it 
burns and (hall not be quenched ? " Oh ye unholy 
and profane, " how can ye efcape the damnation of 
hell?" 

3. There is but one way in which you cnn ef- 
cape this, and that I fear, is a way in which you 
do not choofe to walk. It is the way of unfeigned 
repentance, lively faith, and new obedience. Thus, 
and only thus, can you find mercy with the Lord, 
and (land approved before the Son of Man. Oh 
hear the voice, the fwcet and melting voice of 
mercy ! ** As I live (faith the Lord) 1 have no 
pleafure in the death of him that dieth ; therefore, 
turn and live ye. Ceafe to do evil, learn to do 
well ; wa(h ye, make you clean, put away the evil 
of your doings from before mine eyes. Come now 
and let us reafon together (faith the Lordj though 
your (ins be as fcarlet they •fhall be white as fnow; 
tho* they be red as crimfon they (hall be as wool ; 
for all manner of (Ins and blafphemies (hall be for- 
given, " unto penitent finners through the Redeem- 
er, whofe *« blood cleanfeth from all fin." *« Be it 
known unto you, therefore, men and brethren, that 
through this man is preached unto you the forgive- 
nefs of fins, and by him all, that" with penitent 
hearts, ** believe, arc juftified, from all things from 
which they could not be juftified by " their own 
obedience. 

4. And does not this chearing voice of mercy 
gladden thy very heart, thou ungodly, guilty and 
fc If- condemned finner ? Doft thou not fee caufei 
great caufe to praife him. that the door of falvation 

L 5 \^ 



.^5^ '^^^ TVBTK GLOftT OF 

is not yet (hut againft thee, thee (I fay) who hall far 
long refufcd to enter in at it ? That he has not 
yet cut thee down who haft fo long only cumbered 
the ground 7 Oh praife him, if thou haft any fenfe 
«f gratitude left, that he fiill waits to be gracious,^ 
Aill extends the arms of his mercy and lore to em- 
brace thy guilty foul !--^*^ut at tiie fsme time con- 
iider, thou knoweft not how foon the door may be 
ih lit againft thee if thoa ftill deferreft to enter: 
Thou knoweft not how foon^ he may (hut up his 
toving-kindnefs in difpleafure, if thou ftDl delayeft 
to take refuge there ! Remember the gwxinef^ of 
God ought to lead thee fo repentancey but if it have 
not that happy cfFed^, thou wilt foon find it changed 
into a fea of wrathful indignation to overwhelm 
thy hopefefs fo»l ! 

5, 1 tcftify to thee^ thJs day, in the name of 
the once crucified but now highly exalted Saviour,^ 
whom thou haft hitherto defpHed and rejeded ; if 
that amazing love which brought him from the- 
palaces of heaven, where he was attended and wor- 
ihipped by myriads of angels and archangels*, 
cherubim and fcraphim, into this howling wilder- 
nefs, this world of w( , where he was forfaken of 
aU, even of the twelve poor fiffiermen his only 
attendants ; which induced htm to aflfume this vile 
body, fijbje<ft to infirmity, pain amd death, that 
ihou mighteft rife thro* his fall and be exalted 
thro* his humiliation; mighreft be inverted with 
the divine nature, with holinefs» immortality and 
blifs, and dwell in manfions of glory for ever ; — 
the wonderful love whi^h expofcd him to hunger 
and thirft,, cold and nakednefs, fhame and con'- 
tempt, that thy famiflied and ftarving foul might 
be UA with the bread of life, refrelhed with the 
wine of divine love,, clothed with the garments 
of falvation,, and honoured before an affembled 
world ^—-Che myfteiiuus love which fubjcAcd hiiD 
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to the fcvere ftrokc of his Father's Jaflicc, the 
moft malevolent fpite of his own creatures, and 
the moft implacable malice of infernal fiends, that 
thou mighteft be delivered from the power of 
Satan, enjoy the good-will of faints and angels, 
and be happy in the fmile and favour of thy God ; 
the unfearchable love which filled his foul witli 
unknown agony in the garden ; crowned his head 
with fharp thorns in the Judgment-halJ, tore his 
back with knotty whips before Pilate, nailed his 
body to the execrable crofs between the vileft mif- 
creants, and opened a fountain in his fide where 
thou mighteft quench thy thirft for happinefs, and 
wafti away thy filth of fin ; — if this great, amaz- 
ing and unfathomable love (I fay) do not win 
thy heart, and melt thee in its holy fiame into a 
veflfel of honour, 1 teftify to thee, it will fuddenly 
be converted into fiery indignation which will kin- 
dle upon and confume thy body and foul in its un- 
quenchable flames 1 

6. Foolifti man, what art thou doing ? Defpifeft 
thou the riches of his glory, the paradife of his 
delights, the dignity of his crown, which he ten- 
derly and earneftly invites thee to fhare ? Slighteft 
thou his love ? His bleeding, agonizing, expir- 
ing love ! Has he not fj^flPered enough ? Art 

thou refolved to crucify him afrefli and put him to 
open ftiame ? Sinner forbear ! Ceafe to revile and 
buffet that lovely perfon ! Ceafe to fpit in that di- 
vine face which angels gaze upon with rapture 1 
How canft thou bruise that facred head ! Ah ! do 
not drive thofe rude nails ftill. further ! Why wilt 
thou give that guiltlefs heart another and a deeper 
wound? Sinner, what evil hath he done? Where- 
in hath he injured thee? Injured thee ! alas! he 
hath loved thee even unto death, and quenched by 
his precious blood the flames of hell kindling about 
thy unholy foul ! And doft thou thus req^uite hU 

L 6 MtAs&KtH^^ 
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undeferved favour and lioundlefs love ? WreteRcif 

man, abftain ! Join no more the murderers of thy^ 

Saviour! Bid adieu to their company! Let his 

Love overcome thee ! Throw dowB'the weapon^ • 

of thy rebellion ; fall at His dearleet, pierced by 

thy crimes, and diftillihg a facred balm to heal thj 

wounded foul ! And kifs the Son left he be angry I 

Remember he bias authority to execute jjudgment^ 

to fave or to deffroy. ** He has the keys of death 

and of hell ; he opens and no man (huts, {huis 

and no man opens." If he once " fwear in his 

wrath thou (halt not enter mto his reftj^" thy dip 

will be caft and thy wretched fate determined for 

ever ! Now is the accepted time I now rs the day 

of falvation ! Now knock at the door of mercy 

and fay, Lord'y Lordr open to me! And he wiB 

open to thee ; he will pardon^ accept and blefjs 

thee, and even thou (halt enfure the things which 

belong to thy peace before they are for ever hid ffomx 

thine eyes. I 
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•« I would not have you ignorant, brethren, con^- 
cerning them who are afleep, that ye farrow nor^ 
even as others, who have no hope. For if we 
believe that Jesus died and rofe again, even fo,. 
them alfo that deep in Jesus will GO0 brin^ 
with him. "^ 

I. A N eminent French Writer, Monf. Sau'rinf. 
jL\^ has given it as his opinion,, that this is one- 
of the moft difficult Texts in theNewTelftament. 
Accordingly he prefents us^.with a long and learned 
cxpofition of ir, in which he proceeds upon a very 
lingular hypothcfis. He fuppofes *' that the defire- 
** which prevailed in the primitive Chrii^fans to fee 
** Chrift when he (hould appear to Judgment, made 
'*< them lament thofe of thefr brethren who died^ 
^* as cut off from that hope '\ and that it was in 
** reference to thisy that the Apoftlc aflurcd them,. 
•* in this paffage, that fuch would be entirely on a 
♦< level with thofe of their brethren who (hourd 
♦*theabe found alive* '*^ This fuppofition feemi 

^ to 



to me as improbable as it is extraordinary. It U 
not at all likely that the Chriftians at Theffahniea, 
Vfho had for feme time fat under the minidry of an 
Apoftle, (hould either be fo ignorant as to imagine 
that thofe of their brethren who died, were cut off 
from the hope of feeing Chriil when he (hould ap^* 
pear again, or, if they had imagined this, that they 
(hould have grieved particularly on that account. 

2. Befides, this hypothcfis, inilead of folving 
any difficulty there may be in the text, or cafting 
any peculiar light upon it, only tends to render it 
more obfcure, and to involve the fubjedk in -greater 
difficulties. For one may naturally enquire (as a 
judicious and pious Writer has juftly obfervedj why 
the Apoftle does not direflly tell liiem that there 
was no *^ particular room for fuch lamentations 
*« on this account, as they themfelves, and many 
^* fuccecding generations, were to die before the 
•• coming of Chrift." To anfwer this objcflibn, 
M. Saurin is driven to acknowledge, that ** the 
•* Apoftle did not urge thaty becaufe he did not 
** then exadlly know whether ChrilVs appearance 
« would be in that age, or at fome much more rer 
<< mote diftance of time.** 

3. But tho* we (hould allow that the Apo(lIe*5 
Ignorance y as to that pointy might be very conlifterH 
with the knowledge of all that was necefTary to 
the preaching of the Gofpel, and the full and 
proper execution of his office ; yet we have no au^ 
thority from his own Epiftles, or from any accounts 
that Antiquity has handed down concerning him, 
to fuppofe that he was ignorant refpedling it* It 
is true, from the following words in the 15th 
verfe, We who are alive and remain unto the coming 
,df the Lordy fome have inferred that the Apoftle 
expedled himfclf to be found alive at our Lord's 
Second Coming. But this inference they would 

hardly 
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hTixdij have drawn, had they obferved how com- 
mon it is with all the infpired writers to fpeak aa 
ff they included themfelvea, when in reality they 
did not intend it. Thus Ho/ea fays, Then (vir 
in Bethel) God Jpake with us* Surely,, Hojea was 
not at Bethel^ nay^ was not in exiftence, when 
God fpake with Jacob there. The. Pfalmif)-, 
fpeaking of the dividing of the Red Sea^ * fays^ 
There did we rejoiee in him. And yet he could not 
be prefent when the Red Sea was divided. In 
like manner the Apoftle JameSf fpeaking of the 
Tongue, fay. Therewith curfe we men. Certainly 
i^^ did not curfe men. Juft fo, St. Ptft// did not 
mean to be underftood (lri£lly in thefe words, a» 
if he alTerted that he fhould be alive when Jefus 
ihould appear to judgment ^ but he fpeaks of 
thofe who fhould be found alive at that time. 

4. That this is the true interpretation of the 
Apoftle*s words appears from hence, that in fcve- 
rai of his E^lftles he plainly exprelTes his expec- 
tation of dying before the coming of Chrift, (fee 
Phil. i. 20; I Cor* vi. 14; 2 Cor. iv. 14; 2 Tinii 
4v. 6.) And in the 2d EpiQle to this people, aifi ires 
them that the <* day of the Lord was not at han(f, 
and would not come, except there came a falling 
away firft, and the man of (in were revealed, the 
fon of perdition t ," of whom he prophefies fuch 
things as were not likely at all to be fulfilled in 
th^t pure age of the Church. Add to this, that 
what he faid on this occafion, he feid, by the word 
-$/ the Lord^ that is, by an exprefs revelation from 
him, and furely the Lord could not be mif^aken* 
He knew his Apoftle would not be found alive at 
his fecond coming. 

5. The above mentioned hypothefis, therefore, is 
not to be admitted. And there \% no need of ic 

• Pfa. Uvj. 6. + » Tbeff. U. I. 
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The text, is caGly explained without it. We have 
only to fuppofe, that the Apoftle had obfervcd 
himfelfy while at Thejfalonica^ or had been in^' 
formed by Timothy^ after he left that City, how 
tenderly many of his new converts had been af- 
fected by the departure of fuch as had been taken 
from them fince they had embraced Chrifiianity, 
and that he intended in thefe words, to fuggeil 
confiderationSy which , if believed and laid to 
hearty would be effcCi'ual, if not entirely to re^ 
move^ yet greatly to moderate their forrow. And at 
the fame time, forefeeing what a temptation to ex- 
ceilive grief among the tender-hearted and bene- 
volent followers of Jefus, the death of their bre- 
thren, efpccially of fuch as were peculiarly dear 
to them, would be in every age ; he might alfo, 
in this admirable paiTage, confult the benefit of 
future ages, even of as many as (hould read his 
excellent Epidles to the end of time. 

And, as the pious Writer, -quotes! above, juftly 
obferves, <« Who can be fufficiently thankful for 
<< the Arong confolation thefe divine words admF- 
<< nider I How many drooping hearts have been 
<* cheered by them in every age, while fucceffively 
<* mourning over the pious dead ! How often 
<< have we ourfelves been driven to them, as to a 
<* facred Anchor, when our hearts have been over- 
** whelmed within us ! And if God continue us a 
<< few years longer, what repeated occafions may * 
<< arifc of our flying to them aga'n ! " 

6. Let us fly to them, at this time, my brCr 
thren, in our diftrefs for the lofs, fudden and un- 
locked for, of one dear to many of you, fnatched 
away in the bloom of youth, and in the pride of 
her years, from a mourning and difconfolate huf- 
band (to whom, I hope, the fevere ftroke will be 
fanflified,y and fiom a rifing progeny, who are yet 

loo 
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too yoang to be fenfiblc of the lofs they have fuf- 
tainedy or to fhed one tear on the mournful occa- 
fion ! I doubt rtot, my brethren, but you will join 
with me in praying that their Mothers God, the 
Parent :of the Orphan and the helper of the help- 
lefs, may be the protedtion of their infancy, the 
guide of their youth, and the fupport and confola* 
tion of their riper age ! And that many years 
hence, when her prayers have been heard for 
them, and they are born of the Spirit of God, 
made new creatures in Chrift Jcfua, and have long 
ferved God and their generation faithfully^ accoro- 
ing to the divine will, they may be wfclconicd by 
her that bear them, (and who in giving life^to them 
fufFered death herfelfj into everladin^. habitations! 
It is true, ihe was hardly ({)ared long enough with 
them fo khbw them aU on 6sirth» and nipch lefs to 
give them '^rx opportunity of knowir^gjicr \y yet, I 
doubt not, but (he will acknowledge them in, that 
day for her children^ while they alfo arc divinely 
inftrudicd to look up and call, her Mother ! iThep 
theprefent breach yi\\\ be more than made ug^I 
The halband will agarn.'recerve'. l^is. wifp, . and the . 
Mother' ^iir'embrace r^er ' childr^j:]! ; j?"5> ^h ^ 
howchanged ! All immortal rAJll^iarious! and i^: 
a world where pain and parting, fin and forrow arc 
no more ! There, ' in thofe bright realms, no. ten- 
der and dying Mothers, with bleeding hearts, vpee|^ 
over the helplefs infants from whgm tney are about 
to be torn; and whom they are to leave-behind in 
. an* tnfrtaring and troublefome. world:' And, so af- 
*fe6tionate, inconfolable hufbancjs cling to the cold 
remains of departed wives! -There pious friends 
and relatives, feparated for ia feafon, are united 
' again to be parte^ no more. And there,, their fe- 
licity is pure without alloy, full wiu;^t meafure^ 
'and lafting without end I 

la 
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In difcourfing further from this important, cohr* 
fortable, and I think, not obfcure paffage, I m&i 
to call your attention, 

I. To the Cha.radler of thofc who maj properly 
be faid toJJerp in Jejus. 

I I. To the Hope which we entertain concerning 
fuch, with the foundation and certainty of this 
hope, and, 

III. To the proper Fruit of it, if not entirely to 
remove, yet greatly to moderate our foixow and 
turn it into a lafiing mean of good. 

' And I ft. we are to conlider who they are that 
Jleep in Jefus. 

I . Upon this head I (hall fay but little, for I 
conlider myfelf as difcourliiig to a congregation 
who are frequently addreflfed on fuch topics, and 
^ho certainly^ in general, are not ignorant con* 
ceming them. You know, my Brethren, that a man 
cannot, with any propriety, be faid tofieep in Jefuff 
unlefs he firft be in jef us ythzt is, unlefs he be po£> 
fefTed of a real, viul unioii with him. This union 
with Chrift is much fpoken of, and frequently in- 
culcated in the New Teftament, and is illuftrated by 
our Lord in the 15th Chapter of St. John's Gofpel, 
by the union which fubfifts between the vim and its 
branches. Now the branch is not only fupportei 
hy the vine, and adheres to it, but it derives Ji^t 
and of confequence growth and fruiifulnejs from it. 
Juft fo, they that are united to Jefus not only depend 
upon and cleave to him, but '< receive out of his 
falnefs grace to help in time of need." And their 
knowledge in Divine things, their holinefs and hap* 
pinefs, yea ^d their ufefulnefs too, in a sreat 
meafure^ depend hereupon. *< I am the Vine» 

fays 
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feysTie, ye arc the branches. Abide in me, and 
1 in you ; for as the branch cannot bear fruit of 
stfeify except it abide in the vine; no more can jc^ 
except ye abide in me. He that abtdeth in me» 
and I in him, the fame bringeth forth much fruit, 
for without me ye can do nothing." A moft 
exprefs and important declaration. Would to 
God, it were laid to heart, by all profeifors of 
religion ! 

a. St. Paul ufes another comparifon. In divers 
parts of his Epiftles, he illuftrateslthe union which 
a believer has with Chrif^, by that which the 
members of the human body have, with the head of 
ic. << As the body is one, fays he, and hath many 
members, a.id all the members of that one body, 
J^ing many, are one body; fo alfo is Cfarift» For 
:by one Spirit are we all baptised into one body, 
^nd have been all made to drink of one Spirit*, 
:And, again, " Ye are the body of Chrift, and 
members in particular, t Now the human body 
Jb tK>t only guided and govimed by the head, but, 
^as life and nouriihmeot communicated therefrom. 
:in allufion to this, the Apoftle exhorts os to <*grow 
Up into Cfarift,. who is the head, in all. things ; 
.from nthom, adds he, the whole body, iitly joined 
together and compadled, by that which every joint 
Ajpplieth, according to the efiedlual working in the 
meafure of every part, maketh increafe of the 
•body."{ He fpeaks to the fame purpofe in tbie 
Epiftle to the ColoiTians. << He is the head of 
his body, the church ;--4he head from which all 
the body by joints and bands having nouriihment 
miniflered, and knit together, encreafeth with all 
the encreafe of Qbd $ .'^ 



♦.» Cor. xii". I a. f Ver. 17. % Epli, iv^ 15, 
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3. The Lord Jefus, therefore, our living Head, 
not only inftru£ti and guides us as our Prophet^ and 
commands and governs us as our King: but as the 
High Prieji of our profdTion, who ever liveth'io 
make interceffion for usy he receives of the Father 
and communicates to us thofe fuppHcs of grace, 
thofe influences of the Holy Spirit, whereby we 
not only grow up into him our living Head in all 
things, and in due time arrive at the mcafure of 
the (iature of his fulnefs ; but are enabled to a6^ 
the part afligned us as particular members of the 
body for the good pf the whole. And then, as 
there is a real and fenfible fympathy between the 
head and its members, fo we are aflfured that the 
High Prieft of our profeflion is " touched witli 
the feeling of our infirmities," and tenderly fym- 
pathizes with us while, on the other hand,«> wc 
have << fellowfhip with him in his fuflTerings,*' 
and are zSc&cd with the wants and diftreffes of 
every fellow member of his myftical body. 

4. It appears from all this, 2dly, that thofe 
who have union with Jefus, have alfo an intere/i in 
him>, juft as a branch has an intereft in the tree in 
which it grows, fuch as it has in no other tree in 
the world ; and the member an inteveft tn the head, 
of the body to which it belongs, fuch as it has 
in the head of no other body. " My Beloved is 
mine," fays the fpoufe, <* and I am his." Chrijf 
is theirs, and they are his. They are his^ being 
dedicated to him in faith and love, and employed 
for him in duty and fei-vice, living no longer ** un- 
to themfclves, but unto him that died for them 
and rofe again." And he is theirs^ being " made 
of God unto them wifdom, righteoufnefs, fanc- 
tification and redemption." As their wifdom^ he 
teaches them by his Word and Spirit taknow both 
their duty and their happinefs, and tho* they were 
once darhiejsy they are now light in him the Lord.. 

As 
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As their righteoufnefs^ he juOifies them from all 
things, and thro' him they have peace with God. 
As their fan^ification^ he communicates that grace, 
whereby they arc not only delivered from the 
pTwer^ but at length purged from the defilement of 
fin, and refiored to the '^ image of him that created 
them/* even righteoufnejs and true holinefs. And 
as their redemption^ he will, in due time, ref- 
cue them from all the confequences of the fall, 
will ranfom their very bodies from the grave, and 
fix them in glory and felicity for ever. 

5. As to the means whereby we obtain this 
high privilege, and the marh whereby we arc 
fatisfied ourfelves and give proof to others that 
we poiTefs it, I need fay but little. It is mani- 
feft from what has already been advanced, that 
it is not the being baptized with water and 
making a profefiion of chridranityy that can ei- 
ther entitle us to^ or put us in poffeffion of 
fiich an inefti'mable bleffing* No : a perfon may, 
according to St. PauVs dodJirinc * , " profefs to 
know God, and yet by works deny him,** as it 
is but too vifible, the greateft part of the pro- 
fcffors of Chriftianity do at this day. Nor is it 
enough that **;he that names the name of Chrift,** 
or has that name named upon him in baptifm, 
'< departs from iniquity,'* and is in all outward 
things unblamable. Even this will not intitle a man 
to this blcfling or prove that he is in poffeffion of 
it. For we may have " a name to live, when we 
are dead t .'* And whatever a man may be in his 
outward deportment, however blamelefs, how- 
ever exemplary, yet if he be not ** born again, 
he cannot fee the kingdom of God ; ** if he have 
not the ** Spirit of Chrift he is none of his," 
and if Chrift be not '* in htm, dwelling in his 
heart by faith, he is a reprobate :{:.** Neither will 

* Jit. i. iG. t Rev. iii. 3. J 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 
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fy «s arc inenftsd iiHo Chrifty nor airtbcyof 
rbem&Wcs f;dcicot c ^k kijut i tiat wcbckxigt» 
him. «« For cbo' I ghv all ny goods to fetd the 
poor, &TS the laft mentioned Apoftlc*, and 
haTc not love, I am oodiiiig." For <* in Chrift 
J^'M, nothing aTailetfa, bot faitfa diat wwkeCh bf 
I0VC+." 

6. This is propcrlr the mtam wherefaj we dbtaia 
this blcflingy even falsb v^rking by l9ve^ faith in 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, and in the glad tidings of faU 
vafion thro' him. For fo he himielf tells us, '< God 
fo loved the world, that he gave his only b^otten 
&jn, that whofoever believeth in him fliould not pe« 
rifh, but have e^'crlafting life ; be that believeth on 
him is not condemned, but he that believeth not is 
condemned already, becaufe he hath not believed on 
the name of the only begotten Son of God. ** 
Thefc words of our Lord arc echoed by yohn the 
Baptift, and confirmed, if they need any confirma- 
tion, by ihc teftimony of all the Apoftles : ** He 
tliat believeth on the Son," faith the Baptifti 

♦ 1 Cor, xiii. 3. f Gal. v. 6, 

I ^* hath 



OF URS. rd8T£k; 263 

*^hath «vcflafting life ; and he that believeth not 
the Son, (hall not fee life \ but the wrath of God 
al^deth on him." " By grace are ye faved thro* 
faith," faith St. Paui : « The juft, " adds he, 
*<:ihaU live by faith." And fpeaking of himfclf 
ai)d of every true Chrlftian, he obfcrvcs, ** The life 
I live iii the fie(h, I live by faith in the Son of 
God^ who hath loved me, and given himfelf for 
n\e." *^ Thcfc things," fays St. John, « have I 
written unto you that believe on the name of the 
Son of God, that ye may know that ye have eter-^. 
n^l life, and that ye nwy believe," that is, may 
c^n^inue to believe, << on the name of the Son of 
God." 
^ 7* But let it be obferved, that this faith in our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, always preceded by repentance 
tvwaxds God^ is not barely ^< a conviction that Je- 
'< fus of Nazareth^ is the Chrift the Son of God, 
'' the Saviour of the world :" for it is certain the 
EkviU believe this, and yet are not faved, and 
thou&nds upon eiarth have the fame faith, and yet 
live£lnd'diie in their fins : Nor is it merely a pcr- 
fi^fioni however real and ftrong, that he hath done 
adid Cttflfered all that is recorded in the New Tefta- 
m^t concerning him, and therefore is able to fave 
to the uttermoft, all that come unto God by him, 
But^ added to this, it implies, according to the ac- ' 
count frequently given of it by our Lord himfelf, 
and by his Apoftles, a foming t9 him and conjiding^ 
in him fot folvation, together with the receiving of 
him in every office and character which he fuf^ains. 
This clearly appears from the following, and fuch 
like paflages. . <> Comb unto roe ye that are weary 
and heavy' laden, and- 1 will give you reft. — Ifany» 
man thirft, let him come unto me and drink. — He 
that COMETH unto me (hall never hunger, and he 
that believcth in mc ihall never thirft. — That we 

jQiould 
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ihould be to the praife of his glorj who firft trust- 
ed in Chrift. — To as many as received him^ to 
them gave he power to become the fons of God| 
even to them that believe in his name." 

• 8. Now by this faith, .which is of the operation 
of the Spirit of God, are we engrafted into Chrif^, 
and made new creatures in him. " Old things are 
mfled away, behold all things are become new !"* 
The old man is put off and the new man is put on, 
and we are renewed in the fpirit of our minds, are 
renewed after the image of him that created us. 
We have in us the mind that was in Chrift : we 
lefemble him in all fpiritual graces and heavenly 
virtues, and being conformed to him inwardly, we 
loake it our care alfo to copy after him outwardly, 
apd'to walk as he walked. 

He then that Uves^ and in confequence thereof 
di£s in the pofTeflion of this faith, and by this faith 
in a ftate of union with the Lord Jefus : He that 
has an interejl in him, fo that he can fay. My Be^ 
loved is mine^ and has druok' into his Spirit, fo that 
he can teftify he dwells in me. He that has "Chrift 
formed in him the hope of glory," and diligently 
follows his blefTed example ; imitating his humi- 
lity, reiignation and patience v his meeknefs, gen* 
tlcnefs, and long-fuffering ; his love, purity, and 
obedience : he that holds on, and holds out ; that 
overcomes to the la(^, that \^ faithful unto deaths and 
endures unto the end ; he certainly fleeps in Jefus, 
and is entitled to all the blelTings comprehended in 
the hope which the Scripture encourages us to en- 
tertain concerning fuch. 

« ■ /• 

But, II. What IS this Hope ? This is the next 

thing to be confidered, 

. I. With refped to this, I obferve, ift. that our 
hope concerning them is, that they oiA^Jleeft They 

are 
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are not dead. This is the cxpreffion ufed by the 
Apoftlc in my text. He does not fay, that thofe, of 
whom he fpeaks, <//V, but that they Jleep in Jefus. 
The fame word he alfo ufes elfe^here, " Many 
zxe weak and fickly among you, and many deep.*** 
*< We fhall not all fleep, we (hall all be change 
ed t " But then we mu(l take care we do not mif« 
undcrfiand the Apoftlc. He does not fpeak this of 
the foul, but only of the body. It is not the for- 
mer, but the latter that fleeps^ Jleeps^ as Daniel ex- 
preffes it, in the dufi of the earthy where certainly 
the foul is not. 

a. It is true, this diftinflion between yiw/ and 
lodyy believed and maintained almoft univerfally 
among the very heathen, is difcarded by many 
in our age; particularly by a great man, whofo^ 
doftrine, many years ago publiflied' to the worlds 
in* his Difquifitions on Matter and Spirit ^ and in his 
Fhihfophical NeceJJity^ is. That man has nofoul^ no 
rational and immortal principle within him, but 
is d purely mechanical beings wholly made of mat- 
ter, and of confequence, at death, wholly turns 
toduft! Tho' this unphilofophical, unfcriptural, 
and uncomfortable doSrine, is fufSciently expofed 
in two Tradls, publifhed two years ago, which 
many of you have read, efpecially the Essay in 
proof of an Immortal fpirit in man ; yet for the 
fake of many here prefent to night, who have not 
feen thefe Trails, I (hall dwell a little upon the 
fubjcdl, and bring forward again, a few Texts of 
Scripture, which no wiP nor artifice of man, will 
ever be able to reconcile with that fyftem. In- 
deed the dodtrine of Materialijm is as contrary to 
found Philofophyy as it is to fcriptural Chriflianity, 
E^en thai teaches, and has always taught, that 

♦ I Cor, xj. 30. f I Cor. xv. 51. 
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nure matter cannot thinks and that fpirlt cannot die^ 
unlefs I mean, by an aft of the omnipotent Crea- 
tor's will, who certainly can as eafily reduce to 
nothings as he could call forth from nothings any 
creature he has made. But tho' I ntention this, 
it is not my intention to reft this weighty matter 
upon the uncertain deciiions of Philofophy. Nos 
CO the Law and the Teftimony I make my ap- 
peal, and am perfuaded, my Brethren^ that you 
in general will allow with me, that if any man 
fpeak not according to thefc infallible reeords^ 
it is not owing to his fuperior lights but to his 
greater darknejs* It is becaufe there is no light in 
him, 

3. Among a multitude of paflages, which I 
might quote on this occafion, from thefe lively 
Oracles of divine Truth, and which would be to 
my purpofe, the following feem manifeftly to teach 
that difiin£lion between Joul and hody^ between 
Jfirit and matter^ which I fpeak of, and which the 
church of Chrift has in all ages firmly believed. 
« Then (hall the duft return to the earth as it 
was, and the Tpirit (hall return to God who gave 
it*." " If Chrift be in you, yet the body is 
dead, (SvijV mortal) becaufe of fin, (formerly com- 
mitted) but the fpirit, (or foul) is life, (is immot- 
tal) becaufe of righteoufnefs; and if he that raifed 
1^ Chrift from the dead dwell in you,-^he will 
alfo quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that 
dwellcth in yout.** " Fear not them that can kill 
the body, but are not able to kill the foul : but 
rather fear him who can deftroy both (bul and 
body in Hell %:' *< Whether in the body, or out of 
the body, I cannot tell, (God knoweth — he was 
caught up into Paradife, and heard unfpeakable 

• 

* Ecckf. xii. 7. t Rom. vjii. to, 11. % Matt. x. 23. 
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things, which it is not pofliblc for man to utter*." 
** I think it right, as long as I am in this Taber- 
nacle, to ftir you up; knowing that fliortiy 1 muft 
put off my Tabernacle, even as our Lord Jcfus 
Chrift hath (bewed met.'* Now I appeal to any 
reafonable man, Heathen or Chrijiian, whether 
thefc texts do not imply that man has a foulf 
and whether it be poffible to put any tolerable 
fenfc upon them, on the fuppofition that he has 
not? 

^ 4. And that the foul does not flecp with the 
body, but is in a degree of happinefs or mifery 
immediately after death, is equally manifeft, from 
the fame infpired writings. 

** The beggar died, and was carried by Angels 
into Abraham's bofom. The rich man alfo died, 
and wa^ buried : and in hell he lift up his ejes, 
being in torments, and feeth Abraham afar ofF, and 
Lazarus in his bofom J ." And that this is a re- 
prefentation of what happens immediately after 
death, and not of what will take place at the fc- 
cond coming of Chril>, when all the dead will be 
raifcdi and the living changed, is plain from the 
a7th and 28th verfcs, in which we arc informed 
that while this paflod in the invifible world, the 
rich man's brethren were ftill aUve upon the 
earth, living, it feems, in an ungodly manner, 
and therefore he wiflied them to be warned 
<* led they alfo (hould come into that place of 
torment." 

5. In the 9th verfe of the fame chapter, our 
Lord reprefents thofe whom we have relieved by 
the mammon of unrighteaufnefs^ and made our 
friends, as ready (fuppofing they go before us) to 
receive us *< when we fail," that is, plainly, 

♦ * Cor, xH. 3, 4. +4 Pet. i. 13, 14. J Luke xvi. i», 
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■when we die, ** into cvcrlaftiog habitations." St'. 
Paulf in the 6th to the Hebrews^ fpeaks of fpnoc 
as already " inheriting the promifes, thro' faith 
and patience," and exhorts us to be followers of 
them; and in the 12th Chapter, informs us, who 
and where they are. For fpea^ing of ^* Mouot 
Sion, the City of the living God, the heaveiily J&- 
rufalem,** he not only mentions ** God the Judgq 
of all, Jcfus the Mediator of the New .Covenant, 
an innumerable company of Angels, and the gene>- 
jal affcmbly and church of the firft-bornj" but 
alfo particularly names <* the fpirits of the juft 
made perfecSi," as one particular clafs of inhabir 
tants in that heavenly world. In confiftency with 
which, one of the fcenes of that diviijc book 
which clofes the facrcd Canon of Scripture, pre*- 
fents us with a view of the fouls of the martyrs, 
not dead^ nor afleep^ but alive and adlive, yea 
** crying with a loud voice, and faying, How long, 
O Lord, thou Holy One and True, doft thou not 
'avenge our blood on them that dwell upon the 
earth?*' St. Peter informs us of ** Spirits i(i 
prifon, which were formerly difobedient, when 
once the long-fufFering of God Wuited in the days 
of Noah, while the Ark was preparing." " And 
as our Lord himfqlf proves, ffom the words of 
God to Mofes at the Bufh, that Abraham^ If^^^ 
and Jacoby were then alivey fo all the Evangc- 
lifts, jhac have recorded the WQnderful fadt of our 
Lord's transfiguration on the mount, have alfo been 
particular in informing us, that there appeared unto 
him Mofes and Eiias. Now of ** Mofes, the fer- 
vant of the Lord,** it is certain that he *' died, 
and that the Lord buried him in a valley over 
againli Beth-peor, tho* no man knowerh of hjs 
fcpulclue unto this day." He^ therefore, at lead, 
mull have been a departed fpirit, and a Ipi^it not 
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dteep^ certainly, bat awake, intelligent and a6^ive ; 
for he as well a« Eliasy converfed, in fome uftw 
known way, with our Lord, refpcdling the de- 
ceafc which he fhould accomplifh at Jerufahm, 
The difciplcs therefore when they thought they 
had feen a fprrity tho* miftaken as to the faSf^ 
yet were not miftaken as to their theory. Such 
a thi^ng might be that a fpirit might appear, 
which indeed our Lord allows in his dit 
courfe with them on that occafion, faying, ** A 
fpirit hath not flefh and bones as you fee me 
have." 

6. But to put this matter beyond all difpute, I 
will quote a few texts more, which not only prove 
the foul to be diftinct from the body, and (hew that 
ijt^ does not Jleep^ but give us clear and fatisfa6Vory 
itifortnation where the fouls of the faithful de- 
parted this life are, viz. with yefus. As it is de- 
clared by St. Pauly in the next Chapter, to have 
been the defign of our Lord in dying for us, << that 
whether we fleep or wake (die or live) we might 
live together with him," (b we find him demanding 
of his Father this privilege for all his difciples be- 
fore he died, faying, ** Father, I will that thofe 
whom thou haft given me be with me whiere I am, 
that they may behold the glory which thou haft 
given me *," And knowing that his Father heard 
him always, at the fame time, that he commended 
his own Spl^i^ into the hands of his Father, he 
promifed this to- the dying Thief, in the *^ollowing 
well-known words, ** Verily, 1 fay unto thee, 
this day (halt thou be with me in Paradife." Nay, 
and before this^ knowing how great would be the 
efficacy of his death, and the prevalency of his 
intercefflon, he promifed the fame privilege to all 

* John xvii. 24. 
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his then difciples, yea to all that (hould believe 
on him in every nation and age, faying, ** If I go 
to prepare a place for you, I will come and recciAfc 
you to myfelf, that where I am, ye may be alfo." 
** He that bclievcth on me, tho* he die {y«* 
atroBam) yet fhall he live, and he that liveth and 
believeth in me, (hall never die." According 
to what he had teftified before, " This is the 
bread that came down from heaven, that a man 
may cat thereof and not die : if a man eat of 
this bread, he (hall live for ever." " Verily, 
verily, 1 fay unto you, if a man keep my words, 
he (hall never fee death *.*' 

7. The Apoftles and primitive ChriAians, guid- 
ed as they were by the infallible Spirit of their 
Head, certainly underitood the meaning of thefe 
gracious declarations and promifes of the Lord 
Jefus, and in what light they underftood them« 
they themfelves have informed us. **Lord Je- 
fus, " faid dying Stephen^ " receive my Spirit. ** 
" We know, fays St. Paul, if the earthly hogfe 
of this^tabernacle were dliTolved, w-e have a build- 
ing of God, an houfe not made with hands, eter- 
nal in the heavens. For in this we groan earo- 
eRly, defiring to be clothed upon with our houfe 
which is from heaven ; — knowing, that while we 
fojourn in the body, we are abfent from the Lord.— 
We are confident, (I (ay) and willing, rather to be 
abfent from the body and to be present with the 
Lord. And we labour, whether prefent or ab- 
fent, to be accepted of him." The fame ApofUe 
fpeaking of himfclf, in his Epiftle to the Phi* 
lippiansy fays, ** To me to live is Chrift, and 
to die is gain. And what I (hould choofe I 
know not. For 1 am in a (trait between two, 
having a defire (o depart, and be with Christ^ 

* John vj. 49, & viii. 51. 
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which 18 far better ; — ^but to remain in the flcfli la 
more needful for you. And being perfuaded of 
this, I know that I (hall rena;\in and continue with 
you all, for your furtherance and joy of faith, thai 
your rejoicing may be more abundant thro' Jcfus 
Chrift, by my coming to you again " 

8. Now thefe arc a few of the Scriptures, on 
which we ground our hope, refpedting the /m- 
mediate happinefs of fuch as Jleep in Jefus, On • 
this foundation, we believe, ill, that the foul is 
diftinSi from the body, and outlives it : 2dly, that 
it does not Jleep : and 3dl-y, that the fouls of the 
faithful are with Jefus. And let him who is able 
come forward, and remove our foun.lation. Let 
any, who can, ftiew us, either that there are no 
fuch texts in the Bible, or; if there be, that we 
fniflake their meaning : or if he can do neither of 
thefe, let him prove to us that the Bible is not of 
God, and that Jefus Ghrift and his Apoftles are 
not to be depended on. Till me or other, or all 
of thefe things be done, we (hall hold faft out 
confidence and hope, refpefling our departed friends 
that have lived and died in the faith of Chrift, and 
in the love of God, and (hall believe firmly the 
voice from heaven, which St. John heard pro- 
nouncing the *< dead bleflfed, that die in the 
Lord : '* and commanding him to write the cheer- 
ing declaration : We (hall depend upon the telli- 
mony of the infallible Spirit, which condefcended 
to fct his feal to the reviving and comfortable doc- 
trine, in the following remarkable words, ** Yea,' 
faith the Spirit, that they may reft (Uterally, may 
be refre(hed) after their labours, nw aiarrafcrwlai «« 
ruv xoiruv xvlun ; and their works follow them." 

9. In the mean time, a 2d branch of our hope 
is, that even their bodies are not loft, nay are not 
dead, at leaft not fnally and for ever. They only 
Jleeff ** fleep, as Daniel fays, in the duft of the 
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earth." The death of ihc bodies of the faints is 
very properly termed /eep. In fleep the fen/es arc 
all lociced up, the members lie ipotionlefs, and the 
body is at reft. Juft fo at death, vfe fee not wirh 
thcfc eyes, hear not with thefe cars, ta^e not with 
this palate, and are not fenQble of any obje<Sls that 
furround us. All our members are lifelefs and 
motionlefs, cold and unfeeling. 

" The languilhing head is at reft, 
" Its thinking and aching are o'er ; 

" The quiet, immoveable breaft 
** Is heav'd by afiiidion no more : 

*' This heart is no longer the feat 
'^ Of trouble, and torturing pain ; 

" It ceafes to flutter and beat, 
" It never ihail flutter again." 

The Ffiver no longer rages and burns. The 
Sfone no longer racks and torments. The Chn* 
Jumption no longer waftes and enfeebles. The 
fainting of weaknefs^ and the anguilh of pain^ arc 
felt and fufFered no more. The cold clay is aft 
void oi fenfe as it is of motiony and is as far re- 
moved from perception^ as from a^ivitj% 

** This earth is aFefled no more 

'* With flcknefs, or fliaken with pain ; 

♦* The war in the members is o'er, 
** And never fhall vex him again : 

" No anger henceforward or (hame 
" Shall redden the innocent clay ; 

" Extinft is the animal flame, 
*• And paflion is vanifli'd away." 

lo. This is the greateft bleffing of all, that the 
Jlejh no longer " lufts againft the fpirit, " and that 
the corruptible body no longer prefles down the 
foul. The cage is broken, and the confined cap. 
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five has recovered its liberty. The prifon walls 
arc fallen down, and the prifoner is fet free. The 
cumbrous clay is fhakeo oflp, and the winged Seraph 
has found its way to the throne of the Moji High, 
in whofe prefence it adores and bums, convcrfc* 
with its fellow fpirits, and drinks immortal life: 
and felicity. Nor is this the fummii of its ho- 
nour, or the confummation of its joy. A robe of 
glory is provided to clothe it : a palace of pleafure 
is built to accommodate it. A new body (hall arife 
out of the aflies of the fallen tabernacle, which it 
(hall be no difgracc to a fon or daughter of the 
Lord Almighty to wear. A body healthy, vigorous, 
immortal ; free from every infirmity, and incapable 
of any kind or degree of pain: a body that fhalli 
be Itthiinows, btight, zn^ fplendidy adlive as a flame 
of Are, and quick as the forked lightning : a fpi- 
litual body, confor'med unto Chrift's glorious body. 
II. This is the principal reafon why the death 
of the body i» termed its Jleep, It is to affure us,. 
It (hall awake again. For <* all that fleep in the 
diift of the earth (hall awake." The Lord Jefu» 
will command awake them. They (hall *< hear 
his voice and live:" (hall "hear his voice and 
cohdc fdrth,^" they that fleep in him, " to the re- 
farrefHon of life," and they that fleep not in him, 
*' to the refurrecftion of damnation ** And oh I what 
a time (hall that be I As one obfcrves, ** Who 
• **'can now conceive the rapture with which fo 
** ntany millions (hall ftart up at once frbm th£ir 
*' beds of duft,' all arrayed in robes of glory, and,. 
** fpurntrtg the earth in which they have been fo 
<* long entombed, and all that is morMl and cor- 
<* ruptible, (hall foar aloft in one joyful company^ 
*^ with thofe who (hall then be round jalive, < to 
*< meet the Lord in the air, ' forming a mighty 
** hof^, * bright as the fun, clear as the moon,; and 
** ^Wfu-^^as an army with banners." 
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12. To enlarge a little upon this animating fiib* 
jc6t. It appears fronn the Apoftls's difcourfe con- 
cer;iping it * that, though, ftriftly fpeaking, it is 
npt they^;n^ ^0</y which died that is raifed again, 
yet out of the fubflance of the body which fell (hall 
a new body arifc, not in a natural h\xifupematural 
way, by an extraordinary and miraculous exertion 
of the almighty power of God. And it appears 
too, that the death of the body is fo far from being 
any obftrudtion to its refurredlion, that it is a ne-- 
ceflary means in order thereto. ** That which thou 
fowefl, fays he, is not quickened except it die. And 
thou fowed not that body which fhall be, but the 
bare grain; — and God giveth it a body as it hath 
pleafed him, and to each of the feeds its own body." 
God therefore will give human creatures, human 
bodieSi^ bodies Juitable and peculiar to ihcir kind ; 
but wonderfully changed from what they are at 
prefent. 

13. For ** it is fown (an expreflive word,^ conn- 
mitted as feed to the ground) in corruption/' no| 
only having the principles of corruption in its pom* 
poiition and naturally tending to decay, but alreadji? 
beginning to putrify, diflblve and turn to the duft 
out of which it was taken : << it (hall be raifed ii> 
incorruption, " having no fuch principle in its 
frame, but utterly incapable of either diflblutioiv 
or decay. Again ; whereas <* it is fown in weak- 
nefs, " deprived even of the feeble ftrcngth it once , 
enjoyed, and now unable to help itfelf; ••it is- 
raifed in power, *' in vigour, ftrength and aftivity 
far beyond what we can now conceive, one man. 
pofleffing, I will not fay the power of a million, 
or of the whole human race, for what comparifon 
can be made between mortal and immortal? be- 

♦ I Cor, XV, 
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twecn duji of the earth, VLVxd flames of fire P betwecir 
crawling infeSls^ and fpiritual beings f - but the 
power of an Angel of God. And we know how 
imon one Angel flew in the camp of the AJJyri" 
ansy one hundred and fourfcore and five thousand 
men I 

14. He informs ws further, << It is fown in? 
difhonour," our prefent body being at the beft, 
fo unclean, fo intirm, fo uncomely, that it is (a» 
the Apoftle expreflea it * ,. the body, Twi i^wnntuaiui 
mfA.m, of our humiliation. For it is not an honour 
out a dif grace to a Son of the Mofl High, an heir 
of the God of Glory, to appear in fuch mean and 
mortal clothing ; aiKl at the time of its di Ablution, 
when it is fown in the earth, it is (hocking to he- 
boid, even to thofe tha^ loved it beft : but ** it i» 
raifed in glory,** in a glory, according to Duniely 
like that of the hrightnejs of the firmament^ or of 
^SM fiars^ and according, to our Lord,, like that of 
the SuHy (hining in his (Irength For " the righ- 
teous ^ fays he, (hall Yhine forth as the Sun in the 
kingdom of their Father/' •* He fliall change 
our vile body," fays St, Paul^ the body whicl^ 
now,, in. our fallen flace« (inks us fo low, and fo' 
(hockingty di(pLays that fm brings jhanu : he dialL 
change this, and ♦* make it conformable to his 
#wn^ glorious body." Of the glory of this body 
our Lord feems to have intended to give his dif- 
ciples a fpecimen when, being transfigured beforer 
tiiHsm, '< his countenance (hone as the Sun» and 
Ws raiment was white as the light ;^' — ** white and 
gli(}cring,." fays another Eyangelil^ ;— •** fhining ex- 
ceeding white, as fnow, fuch as no fuller upoa 
•arch can whiten," fay» another. Certainly it 
will be fueh as no mortal eye could bear to be-^ 
hold. 

♦ Phil-, iii. 21. 
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15. One thing n^ore the Apoftle obfervcs, " If 
is fown a natural (or aninnal) body," a body of 
flcfb and blood, grofs and gravitating ; breathing, 
eating, drinking, fiecping, and by theie means nou- 
ri(hed and fupported 4ike the bodies of brutes. 
•* It is raifed a fpiritual body," of a moft refined 
contexture, pure, fubtile, and adive as light, en- 
dued with qualities of a fpiritual nature, and raif- 
ed far above the need of thefe, or any fuch like 
animal refre(hments. For if, "as was the earthy," 
the firft man Adam after his fall, " fuch be they 
alfo that are earthy," that are defcended from him ; 
in like manner, •* as is the heavenly," the fecond 
man, the Lord from heaven, " fuch are they alfo 
that are heavenly," that were in him, new crea- 
tures, while on earth, and have flept in him. 
They (hall be conformed to him in body^ as well 
as in foul^ and (hall as certainly " bear the image 
of the heavenly" as ever they bore ** the image 
of the earthly." If therefore, my brethren, we 
ire **now the fons of God," we need not be anx- 
ious or uneafy, tho* *< it doth not yet fully appear 
what we (hall be, for we know that when he fiiall 
appear we (hall be like him, for we (hall fee him 
as he is," which, it is certain, in our prefcnt ftate^ 
we could not bear to do. 

1 6. As to the time when this wonderful change 
Ihall be wrought, and the circumftances attending it, 
the Apoftle informs us, and that, as he fays, "by 
the word of the Lord," by an exprefs revelation 
from the Lord. " If we believe, fays he, that 
Jefus died and rofe again, even fo thofe alfo that 
flecp in Jefus will God bring with him ;" that is, 
plainly, he will bring their fouls with him, for as 
o th cir bodiesy they, ftridlly fpeaking, are not with 

im now, but with us here on earth. But their 
fouls or fpirits being with him, as we have feen, 
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from the moment of their quitting the body, he 
will bring them with him^ when he returns, partly 
to grace his triumph, and partly to be again re- 
united to the bodies they had left behind, which 
(hall now be raifed, changed and glorified, and 
made fuitable habitations for them. << For, adds 
he, *< we who are alive, and remain unto the com- 
ing of the Lord, (hall not prevent," (hall not be 
beforehand with, or enjoy any privilege above 
** thofc who are afleep. For the Lord himfelf^ 
viz. Jefus (hall defcend from heaven with a (hout," 
xtXit/a/tcol* literally a (hout of triumph, or a procla- 
mation made by a great multitude, probably by thofe 
" armfes of heaven that follow him'* and thofe 
*< thoufand thousands that minifterunto him," *< with 
the voice of the Archangel,'* a voic^ fo /<?tf^ and 
tremendous^ that it (hall not only be heard by all 
the living, but accompanied with the divine power, 
(hall, it fcems, even awake the dead. The Apof- 
tlc adds, " and with the Trump of God," found- 
ing, no doubt, much louder and more awfully 
than that which was heard by the Camp of IfraeJ^ 
from Mount Sinai ^ when the Law was given, tho' 
that << (hook the whole mountain fo that it quaked 
greatly, and all the people in the camp trembled, **^ 
yea, Mofes himfelf, accuftomed as he was to the 
moft terrible difplays of the divine glory, c6nfe(red 
<< I exceedingly fear and quake." 

17. The Apoftle goes on, << And the dead in 
Chrift (hall rife firft, " that is, before the liv- 
ing are changed, fpringing forth out of their 
beds of duft in forms of glory, and rifing up 
into the air in countlefs multitudes, from every 
part of the habitable globe, yea in thoufands and 
myriads from the bottom of the great deep, from 
thp unfeen caverns of the mighty and immenfe 
ocean. Then, in a moment, in the twinkling of an 

eye. 
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eye, at the found of the laft Trump, the living 
(hall be changed. Without any effort of their's, 
they (hall put off the mortal clothings and (hall 
put on the immortal ; (hall fi't'denly feel them- 
felves transformed in all their powers ^ changed 
from dull^ heavy^ inaSiive lumps of clay^ to fpiritual 
and immortal Beings: Shall tread upon the air, 
£hall rife into the ikies, (hall afcend and foar 
away with their new-raifed friends and compa- 
nionSy to meet their heavenly Lord. Him they 
loved when unfeen^ in confideration of what they 
believed he had done and fufFered for them. But 
now, with (houts of joy and triumph, they wel- 
come his approach : for he appears the fecond time 
without fin to their final and everlafting falvation, 
and renders himfelf and all his glories vifible to 
the ftrong and powerful view of their fpiritual and 
immortal bodies, po(re(red of perfect and unwiaried 
vifion. Being owned by. him as his followers, and 
confeffed and acquitted at his judgment feat, they 
are made affeflbrs with him in judgmerrt on evil 
men and angels, approving and applauding the righ- 
teous fentence which will then bepafTed, and j-oin-^ 
ing in the condemnation of the enopies of God 
and of his Chriit. 

1 8. And while thefe (hall ** go away into cver- 
la(^ing puni(hmcnt/* the righteous (hall be received 
into life, and felicity eternal.. For their's (hall» 
not be the triumph of a day, a year,, ten thoufand 
years, nor of any limited duration of time, hdw« 
ever long : but they (hall be ** ever with tl)e Lord*.'* 
This will irvdeed be the confummation of their fe- 
licity, viz. the Etermiy of it. As it knows no mea- 
Jure^ but is unbounded in degree ; fo it (hall know^ 
tiO period y but (hall be unlimited in duraHorh •* He 
• that is holy (hall be holy^ftill :" he that is happy 
£ball be happy (lill. They (hall go no more oufc 
of the heavenly city, the city that has the glory of 
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God ; whofe ** windows are like a precious ftone^ 
clear as cryftal;*' whofe *« walls are jafper ;" yea 
arc " adorned with all manner of precious ftones ;" 
whofe ** ftreets are of pure gold, tranfparent a» 
glafs:" a city that has *< no Temple, for the Lord 
God Almighty and the Lamb are the Temple of 
it;" that •* has no need of the fun or moon to 
fliine in it, for the glory of God doth enlighten it, 
and the Lamb is the light thereof:** A city there- 
fore, where there is no night ; where there (hall 
be no more curfe," no fin, forrow nor fufFering of 
any kind : ** but the Throne of God and of the 
Lamb (hall be in it, antThis fervams (hall fervc 
him, and they (hall fee his face, and his Name 
(hall be on their foreheads, and they (hall reign 
for ever and ever :*' every fubjefl being a King» 
and every king a Son and heir of the Moft High ^ 
*< an heir of God> and a joint heir with Jefu* 
Chrift/' 

*' OJi yeAleft (cenes of permanent delight ! 

" FuU above meafure ! lalting beyond bounds ! 

'* A perpetuity of blifs, is blify^ 

** Cotild ye, fo rich vet raptuires, fear an end, 

•* That ghallly thought would driak up all your joy^^ 

** And quite anparadife the realms, of blifs ! ** 

19. But it may be afked. What certaiivry have 
we of all this ? What is the foundation of our 
hope, refpefling thefe important particu^lars ? The 
Apoftle informs us in the words of our Text. " If 
we bclicAre, fays he, that Jcfus died and rofe again, 
even fo, them alfo that deep in Jefus will God 
bring with him.*' From the death and reftirrec- 
tion of Chrift, we infer the certainty of our xefur- 
re£lion and immortality. For, not to mention that 
the Immortality of the foul^ and the RefurreSiion of 
the body wefc^ a& we have feen^ two important 

branches* 
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branches of the doftrinc which he taught, and that 
his death and rcfurredtion fcaled and confirmed his 
doctrine, and demOnftratcd the infalUble truths as 
well as deep Importance of every part of it ; let it 
be obferved, that he died and rofc again, not 
merely for himfeJfy but alfo and efpecially for us z 
tiot as an individual of Adam's race, but as a public 
perfon, an Head and Reprefentative of all the faith- 
ful. He died and rofe z% the Second Adam , and 
alt mankind, particularly the righteous, dred and 
lofc in him. fie paffed thro* death into life as 
our Fore -runner '^ as thfi Fir/f -fruits of them that 
flept, or fhould afterwards flcep in him ; and the 
whole harveft of the faithful dead fliall follow 
after ; fhall feel the vittue of his rcfurredlion ; 
and be drawn by him into life and in^mortality ; 
yea, and the impenitent and difobcdient alfo, al- 
tho' to them it will not be an happy but a mifera- 
ble immortality. <* For as in Adam all die, even 
fo in Chrift (hall all be made alive. "^^ 

He., who by his death and refurreflfon fhewed 
himfelf to be the Prince of Life, who when impri- 
foned in death << could not be holden by it;*' 
■who when he had voluntarily laid down his life, 
manifefted that he << had power to take it again : " 
he who " liveth and was dead, and is alive for 
evermore, and hath the keys of- death and of the 
invifible world;** — ^he will not only take charge 
of our departing fpirits, when like dying Stephen, 
we (hall commit them to him, faying, << Lord 
Jefus, receive my fpirit! " but he will alfo " change 
our vile body and fafliion it like unto his own glo- 
rious body, by the mighty working, whereby he is 
able to fubdue all things unto himfelf." 

We may join, therctore, the Author lad quoted, 
and fay, — 

^< la 
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** 1 fee x!ix^,pathy and in his Death the /^rice, 

'• And inii's great Jfunt, the f roof fupreine 

** Of immortality. — And did he rife? 

" Hear, O ye Nations ! hear it, O ye dead ! 

*' He rofe ! He rofe ! He burft the bars of death ! 

— " Whofe nature, then, 

** Took wing, and mounted with him to the fkies t 
*' Then, then, I rofe ; then iirft Humanity 
" Triamphant pafled the Cryftal Forts of blifs, 
'* (Stupendous gueft !) and feiz'd eternal youth, 
'* Sdiz'd in our name I " 

And now, my brethren, fay, if thofe, who 
know and believe thefe things, have any caufe ta 
grieve immoderately on account of the departure 
of their friends, who have ** flq>t in Jcfus,. *' 
and are gone hence to partake of this felicity 9Ski 
glory/ 

III. This wns the third particular to be con- 
iidcred. But having enlarged fo much on the laft 
head, I AaH pafs it over (lightly. 

t. The Aportle, obferve, does not forbid our 
f<irrowing; but only our forrowing as ** thofc 
that have no hope. '* And furely the dofirine 
We have this day had under ccnfidcration is well 
calculated to produce that cffe6t. It may not, 
indeed; entirely remove our forrow : it may not. 
make us Stoicks^ or render us hard and unfeeU 
ing. It is not intended by the Author of 
our nature that it fhould. He has implanted 
AffeSfions in us, and it is not his will to eradi- 
cate thefe affections, or to'forbid their being excited 
at proper times, and in a proper meafure. The 
Man jfefus^ wept at the grave of Lazarus^ and 
certainly was not blamable for fo doing. ** For 
he did no fin, neither was guile found in his 
mouth.** And now he is in heaven, he fympa- 

thixea 
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thixcs with US, and is ** touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities." We therefore may forrow. 
Nature may (hed a tear over thofe we love. But, 
in the midft of all, we muA poffe/s our fouls in pa^ 
tience, and remain mailers of our reafon and of 
our peace^ believing that God doth ** all things 
well/' and that <* all things work for good to 
them that love God." 

2. To be a little more particular. To mourn 
the dead, efpecially thofe that have died in the 
Lord, is not only lawful but commendable. It is a 
duty. The not doing it is reproved by God himfelf 
as a^/j. " The righteous perifheth, fays he *, and 
no man layeth it to heart." And, it is threatened 
as a curfe to Jehoiachim^ the fon of Jofiab^ that 
be (hould die unlamented^ and be buried with the 
burial of an Afs t . But we muft not forrow ** as 
others, who have no hope : " We, who have the 
Bible in our hands, and to whom <* life and im- 
mortality arc brought to light by the Gofpel," 
mud not forrow as the Heathen, who being with« 
out the facred Scriptures, << without God, and 
without Chrift, aliens from the common wealth 
pf Ifrael, and (Grangers to the covenants of pro- 
mife," were alfo «< without hope" as to another 
life, not affured even of the immortality of the 
foul, and utterly unacquainted with the rcfurredion 
of the body. Hence, confidering their friends as 
/£/?, and never expe<Sting to fee them again, they 
forrowed exceflively, and frequently cxpreffed 
their forrow by cutting their flefli, making them- 
felves bald finging doleful fongs, and uttering la- 
mentable ejacuUtions, a cuftom which it feems, 
the Jews in our Lord's time had learned % . Now 
we who are affured of the great and comfortable 

♦ Ifa. Ivii. 1. + Jer. xxii. i8, i«j* { Mat. ix. 23. 

truths 
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truths which have now been laid before you, muft 
not forrow in this manner, for thofc of our friends 
and relations,' who, we have reafon to believe, 
are gone hence to be with Jefu^. 

3. Let us confider further, that whether our 
forrow be on their account, or on our own, it is 
unneceflary and indeed without reafon. As to 
them, certainly we have no caufe to forrow excef- 
fively on fheir account. They are not loji them-^ 
felvcs ; and they have hjf nothing; but on the con- 
trary have gained much. Their yitt/i!are,not loft. 
They cbnnnnitted them to Jefus, and well knew 
in whom they believed ; *' and he will not fail 
to " keep what they committed unto him fafe unto 
that day.** Their iodies are not loft, but are en- 
trufted, as feed to the ground, to fpring up and 
flouriOi in new 'beauty, at the appointed feafon* 
1^6 part of them therefore is loft. All is fafe in the 
divine keeping ; and all (hall be brought forth and 
reftored with great improvemenr, with divim and 
infinite advantage. 

- ^' Why then their lofs deplore, that are not loft ? 
•* Why wanders wretched thought their tombs , 

** around, 
** In infidel diilrefs ? Are Ati'^els there ? 
Slumbers, rak'd ap in dull. Ethereal fire ? 
They live I They greatly live, a life on earth 
** Unkindl'd, unconceiv*dj and from an eye 
Of tendernefsi let heavenly pity fall 
On us, more juftly numbered wlili the dead ! 

4. And as they are not loft themfelvcs, fo they 
have loft nothings Unlefs it be a lofs to have 
done with labour and toil, care and fear; to be 
freed from fin and forrow, infirmity, pain, and 
death \ — to be made healthy, vigorous, immor- 
tal j — to be permitted to leave the place of their 

exile^ 
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exUc, and return to their own country, city, hotife 
and home ; — to be united in an holy and happy 
family with the wife and goady gathered out of all 
nations and ages, the greateft and heft of men ! — to 
be incorporated in a bleffed and heavenly fociety 
with Angels and Archangehy yea with Chrtft him- 
fclf, and God our Father t To have accefs unto 
him, and fcllowftiip with him, and that not by 
means and ordinances^ arid thro* an interpofing 
vail, as on earth, but immediatiJy, and fiic^ to face ! 
To behold his glory! to taftc his love ! to be ra- 
vifhed with his beauty ! to (hate his felicity, and 
be conformed to his pcrfedtions 1 To call him jfii- 
thety and be feniible, fully fenfiblc of his paternal 
affe<aion and regard, while as his Sons, they fur- 
round his throne, and, bearing hia image, exult 
in his favour ! — If thh be a loft, then indeed have 
they fufFered lofs : but if not ; if it be ^uitc the 
reverfc, then furely inftead of mourning, We have 
rather caufe to rejoice iti their exaltation and 
hoflDur. 

5. ** If ye loved me, faid Jefus, ye would re- 
joice that I faid, I go to my Father." Surely if 
we loved them aright, loved them rationally and 
^tfelyy and did not rather, at the bottom, love 
ourfehes in pretending to love theniy in the mtdft of 
our forrow we fhould even rejoice that they are gone 
** to their Father and our Father, to their God 
and our God ;** are gone to fefus their elder Bro- 
ther and Saviour, who was delivered unto death 
for their offences, and to the bleffed Angels of 
God, who, in the days of their flefli, miniftered 
to them as to the heirs of falvation ; are gone to 
the holy Prsphets and Apojiles of the Lamb, whofe 
heavenly dodlrine and bleffed example, fo often 
edified and quickened them, while they ** took 
heed thereunto as to a light fhining in a dark 
place/' aie gone to the noble array of martvra 

and 
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and confeflfors, and to all ** the ranfomed of the 
Lord, returned to Zion with finging and everlaft- 
ing joy upon their heads!" Surely inftead of 
mourning for theiOi we fhould mourn for ourfelves 
and fay, 

'* Oh! when will death, (now (linglefs) like a 

' *' friend 
*' Admit me of their Choir ? O when will death, 
** This mouldering, old, partition-wall thrown dowir, 
** Give beings, one in nutuie, one abode ? 
*' Oh ! death divine ! that giv'il us to the ikies I 
** That re-admlcs'c us, thro' the guardian hands 
*' Of elder brethren, to our Father's throne I 

<< Who,"faid TuIIy^RXi Heathen, would ** lament 
'* the death of a friend, unlefs he fuppofed him 
** deprived of all the comforts of life, and fen- 
** fible of the lofs of them.** How much more 
may a Chrifiian forbear to lament the death of 
thofe, w^ho, tho* deprived of the poor^ loiv enjoy- 
ments of this life, are fo far from being fenfiblc 
of having fufFered any lofs on that account, that 
they perceive thcmfelves to be infinite gainers, and 
arc in poffeflion of a felicity and gJory that knows 
neither meajure nor end, 

6. Inftead therefore of grieving immoderately 
that our friends have entered into reft before us, 
and gained the blefled Port which we toil hard to 
Und, let us rather, out of love to them, rejoice 
that they at leaft arc fafe landed. And tho* 
we, their companions are left behind, let us 
take comfort in confidering it is but for a little 
while. The time is faft approaching when we too 
fhall make the land. While the prosperous gales 
of divine grace arifing fwell our fails, and waft 
our veffel towards the fhore, the tide of fome re- 
turning affliction will flow, and convey it into the 
heavenly harbour. Then our friends that went 

before 
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before (hall rejoice to fee us arrive fafe, and crowd 
to^bid us welcome. And we, I doubt not, (hall 
have the comfort of finding many efcaped thither 
under the diredtion of their inviiible Captain and 
Pilot, concerning whom we had entertained a 
thoufand diftrefling {cats, left, during the ftorm 
and tempeft, they had fuffered (hipwreck, and 
been loft amidft the raging billows. And oh ! 
what a meeting (hall that be ! What mutual joy 
and congratulations, encreafed and heightened by 
the great and threatening dangers the parties had 
pa(red thro', and the narrow efcapes they had 
had. — Let us look forward to the happy time. 
Let us comfort our hearts with the profped of if, 
amidft the winds and waves of this troublefome 
world. Let us entreat our Pilot to ftay with us 
and take the charge of our valuable ve(rel, richly 
laden with the tmmenfe treafure of an immoital 
foul, but very liable to be run aground upon thc^ 
fand banks of this world, to be dalhed againft the 
rocks of pride, or even fwallowed up in the whirl- 
p(?o)s of pleafufe. Let us fpread the fails of our 
Affe£fions to catch the gales of thofc heavenly in- 
fluences that arife to waft us to the promifed land. 
And let us Cet Faith at the helm, and charge it to 
eye the Compafs of the divine word, gracioufly 
given to be our direflory during our voyage thro' 
the tracklefs ocean. And when the wind of temp- 
tation blows hard againft us, and the waves of our 
corrupt inclinations dnd pafTions, rifing, would 
bear us back, let us caO the Anchor of our hope 
within the vail, and wait tliC moment of a fa- 
vourable change. That moment will foon arrive. 
The wind will be fair, and the tide rife. The 
heavenly country will appear in (ight. We (hall 
defcry its towers at a diftance. The glittering 
fpites of the New Jerufalcntr yfWl attradl our atten- 
tion. 
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ticin. The peaceful Haven will open before us, 
and we (hall enter, full fail, the long expedted 
and much defired port of eternal Reil. 

** There all the Ihip's company meet, 
" Who faird with their Saviour beneath : 

*' With (houtings each othi;r they greet, 
" And triamph o*er trouble and death ; 

** The voyage of life's at an end ; 

- *' The mortal afflidion is pall ! 

•* The age, that in heaven they fpe)id, 
'* For ever and ever (hall lalt." 

7. But while I thus encourage your hopes, with 
refpedl to you rfe Ives and your departed friends, 
and exhort you to go forward with alacrity and 
joy to meet your final foe, and join again the dear 
companions of your life, in company with whom 
you endured fo many hard(hips, and weathered out 
fo many dorms; let me not neglcdl to give you 
one caution. Let me not forget to remind you that 
your fuccefs in the arduous conteft depends on your 
being /;/ Chriji^ on your living and dying in him. 
Thus only can you hope to meet death with com* 
fort. *< There is no condemnation to them that 
are in Chri(t Jefus:" whereas, with regard to 
thofe that are not in him, they are not only in the 
way to meet with condemnation after death, and 
at the final Judgment, but they " are condemned 
already, and the wrath of God abidcth on them." 
See therefore that in the firji place you enfure this 
point ; that by retentance towards God and faith in 
our Lqrd Jffus Vhrift^ you obtain that intereft in 
and union with the Lord Jefus, which only can 
difarm death of his ()ing, and dived him of his 
terrors ; and, therefore, which only can free you 
from the fear of that formidable foe, and give you 

confidence 
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confidence and courage at the appointed hour of 
combat. 



*' Still frowns grim death ? Guilt points the Ty- 

*' rant's ipear« 
'' Who can appeafe its an|;ai(h 7 how it boms ? 
** What hand the barb*d> invenom'd dart can draw ? 
*' What healing Hand can pour the balm of peace? 
'^ And turn my fight undaunted on the tomb ? 
*' With joy, with grief, that healing Hand I fee! 
*' The ikies it form'd : and yet it bleeds for me ! 
'* But bleeds the balm I want ! Yet, ftill it bleeds ! " 

Thi« balm muft be applied: the Hand that yields 
it, muft apply. it> and, by applying it^ heal the 
ivounded mind, and give peace to the labouring 
confcience. This the great and good Phyfici^n of 
fouls is as willing as he is aile to do. For ** in- 
afmuch as we are partakers of fle{h and blood, he 
alfo himfelf took part of the farne^ that through 
death he might deltrpy him that had the power of 
death, and deliver thofe, who thro' fear of death 
vpcre all their life-time fubje6t to bondage. " 
*< Come then unto him, ye that are weary and 
heavy laden, and he will give you reft : " and, 
be affured, " Whofoever cometh, he will in no 
wife caft out." 

8. And that there may be no delay in beginning, 
nor indolence in profecuting this important bufi- 
nefs, let me obferve further, that if thofe who 
are "in Chrift new creatures," have nothing to 
fear, but every thing to hopfy from the approaching 
hour of their diffolution ; thofe, who arc not in 
hifrif have every thing to fear^ and nothing to 
hpe. They have to fear that their fouls (hall not 
die, but be immortal in mifcry ; that their bodies 
(hall be ratfed again, to (Iiare in the torment;—- 
that they (hall meet their companions in firt ; a 
dreadful meeting that indeed ! — that they (hall ap- 
pear 
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ipcttT ^nd be condemned at the Judgment Seat of 
Chrift ; that they (hall be for ever with — whom 
fiiall I fay ? ye/us and his AngeU P no, but with 
-Satan and his Jngeh ! And have they not fome- 
times an anticipation as wellas forelight of this? 
i rather think they have : and that if 

** The chamber^ where the good znaa meets his 

«' fate, 
'' Is privil^'4 beyond die common walk 
*' Grvirtttous life, quite ui the verge of heaven,*' 

the dying apartment of tf^e ungodly is often in the 
Very fuburbs of Hell, i fear the following lines 
of that fine, tho' mournful Poem, ftyled, Th^ 
Grave^ are but too defcriptivcf of what is frequently 
felt on thele occafions ; — 

'' At that dread moment, how the frantic foul 
*' Raves round the wails of her clay tenement 1 
*' Runs to each avenue, and fhrieks for help ; 
*' But fhrieks in vain ! 




** A little longer ! ah ! a little longer, 
*' Might {he but ftay to wafli away Tier crime 
"** And fit her for her paflage ! Moving fight ! 
■** Her very eyes weep blo^, and every ngh 
** She heaves, is big with horror ! but the foe, 
«* Like a ftaunch murderer, fleady to his purpofe, 
** Purfaes her clofc thro' every lane of life, 
<* Nor miiTes ojace the track, but prefixes on 
** Till forc'd at laft to the tremendous verge, 
** At once fte finks ! 

That this may not be your cafe, my brethren, 
do not trifle with an affair of fuch confequence. 
Sec that you make it, what it really is, your chief 
concern^ your principal bufinefs to be the Lord*s, 
and to live to him ! And take heed that you do 
not delay one day, one hour. Oh! remember you 
know not what a day, or hour may bring forth. 

N , *»To 
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" To-day, therefore, while it is called to-daV, if 
ye will hear his voice," if ve ever intend to hear it, 
'< harden not your hearts : but "Acquaint your 
fclves with him, and be at peace: Thereby good 
will come unto you ;*' and how great a good Eter- 
nity only can difelofe I 

That our Sifter, whofe unexpeded death has 
given occafion to this difcourfe, already enjoys a 
portion of that good, we have great reafon to be- 
lieve. As you will naturally expeSt me to give 
you fome account of her before I conclude, I 
fubmit the following brief Narrative to you t cofr- 
fideration, which I have drawn up from the beft 
information I could obtain. 

Mrs. FojSer was the daughter of the late Mr. 
yohn Boothf of Manchefterj by his firft wife, who 
died a few months after (he was born. Her Fa* 
thcr, being a Diffenter, brought her up in the 
Cahinijt Profeflion, and gave her a genteel edu'ca* 
tion at a Boarding. School in Chefter. After (he 
left School, (he was introduced into gay company, 
and indulged in all the vanities of high life ; till 
her Father, who was a Merchant, experiencing 
fome coniiderable loflfes in his bufinefs, became 
infolvent. She then went to live with a diftant 
/elation near Leedsy and foon after put herfelf Ap- 
prentice to a Milliner in that Town. Here (he had 
c^ufe to blefs God for bringing her acquainted 
wirh fome of the people called Merhodifts, whofc 
example^ cotwerfcition^ and prayers ^ where made of 
great ufe to her foul. One that was then very in- 
timate with her, Mifs CI , ohferves, 

2. ** I had the pleafure of being acquainted 
<< uith Mrs. Fojier from her firft coming to Leeds^ 
« which was about the middle of April 1782. 
<« Tho' flic was then a ft ranger to the real power 
<^ of religion, (he differed much from the genera- 

" lity 
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<< lity of young perfons. Being broDght up a 
« Diffenter, (he diligently attended tneir rtiect- 
** ings, and, I believe, made confcience of ufing 
" private prayer, twice a day at leaft. In the 
<* beginning of June (he went one Sunday evening 
«« to hear Mr. Mather at the Methodift Preach- 
<* ing-houfe, and was much ftruck with his fer- 
** mon. Afterwards (he went along with me to a 

^ Prayer-meeting, which Mrs. Cr and my 

" mother attended at a friend's houfe, where (he 
*^ waiB very deeply a(feded indeed. I remember 
«* her faying to mc as we came out, * Oh ! my 
** friend, 1 would give all the world, if I had it, 
** to poffirfs what your Mother poffe(res,* and 
•< added, * I have always thought myfelf a Chrif- 
** tian till now, and have imagined that I had a 
*< good hearty but am now convinced I have been 
•* deceived.' When (he came hotiie (he retired, 
<^ and takitig up the Bible, opened it at the follow- 
-•* ing words, Of a truth I perceive God is no re» 
*^ fpeSer of perfons. This text was a great fup- 
*• port to her all the time (he was feeking the di- 
^* Vitic favour, which was about three Months. 
** During this period (he fuffered much, botl) 
** from within and from without. Sometimes inr 
^* deed her mind was fweetly drawn after God 
^* and much encouraged, but in general her diftrefs 
** was very great. Tuefday the i6th of Augufi^ 

^* Mrs. Cr -took her and me to a meeting, 

** where a few feleft friends alTemblcd once a 
** fortnight to fpend an hour or two in prayer. 
** Here the agony of her foul quite over-powered 
** her bodily ftrength. Several perfons prayed 
<< for her, and at length (he was a little com* 
** forted. She was prevailed upon to go with mc 
«* to a friend's houfe where we fpcnt the greateft 
•* fart of the night in prayer and praife. She felt 

N 2 a real 
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<* a real change take place in her foul, but want-> 
** ed the witnefs of the Spirit that (he was a 
« child of God. And, blefled be the Lord, (he 
<< did not wait long for it. The next evening as 
*< Mr. Hopper was preaching from, — < My Son, 
<< give me thy heart,' (he was enabled to make 
** the furrender, and thofe words, < I have called 
** thee by thy name, thou art mine,' were ftrongly 
<< applied to her mind. She could now with con- 
" fidence cry, Abba Father! My Lord^ and ny 
** God! And the Sunday following at a Meeting, 
<< at Seacroftt (he declared openly what God had 
<« done for her foul. 

<< Her outward (ituation expofed her to many 
« painful exercifes, but they had the ble(red ten- 
<< dency of driving her nearer to the Lord. And 
« he was fo peculiarly gracious to her, that in the 
« midft of many and great hindrances, (be was 
« enabled to prefs forward, and, I believe, de- 
<< (ired nothing in comparifon of being devoted to 
<^ God. This appears from a letter (he wrote me 
<' December j, 1783, part of which is as fol- 
ic low6. ^ Atter all the Lord has done for mc, 

< I (^ill feel an evil heart of unbeliefs I have 
' been much tempted this week to fear that I have 
^ deceived myielf, but have been relieved by con«^ 
« verfing freely with Mrs. Cr— — ; (he put Mr. 

< fVeJlefs Treatife on Chriltian PerfeQion into my 
^ hand ; and the more I read it, the more I ara 

* convinced that the will of God is m^ JanSlifi' 

* cation ; and by his grace I am determined never 
« to reft till all that is within me is holine/s to the 

< Lord.' 

3. To this account given by her friend, I 
would add, that about this time, as I am inform- 
ed by another who knew her well, (he not only 
generally walked in the light of God*s counte« 

nance^ 



6F MRS. FOSTER. ^93 

nance, but was frequently fo happy in the love 
of her adorable Saviour, as not to be able t6 
fleep at night for the confolation (he felt in 
her foul. She was a pattern of diligence ; in 
uiing all the means of grace, both private and 
public, frequently attending the preaching of 
the Word even at five o'clock in the morning, 
delicate, and often unwell, as (he was ; and 
making if her daily care to read the Scrip- 
tures, and call upon the name of the Lord in 
fecret. 

4. About a quarter of a year after her marriage 
with Mr. Fofler^ (which was in the year 1784) (he 
had a mifcarriage, and was fo ill that her life was 
defpaired of. During thefc weeks of confine- 
ment, when. (he had no profpedl before her, but 
of immediate death, (he was not only perfeflly 
i^figned to the divine will, but could frequently 
lejoice in hope of his glory^ perfuaded if the 
Lord (hould take her it would be to himfelf. All 
her concern was, that her hufband might be ena- 
bled to receive the feverc ftroke without murmur- 
ing, and to fupport the trial, with /«//A and /arf- 
tnc€ worthy of a Chriftian. In order to this, (lie 
deiired a ferious friend who vifited her, to apprize 
him of the dangerous (ituation (he was in, and 
to endeavour to prepare him for the approach- 
ing (hock. However, it pleafed God, at that 
time, to difappoint their fears, and fpare her 
life. 

5. During her pregnancy of her firft child, 
fhe was very apprehenfive (be (hould die in child- 
bearing,^ and under that impreflion, which' efK 
creafed as the time of Jier travail drew nearer^ 
flie wrote a paper, which her hufband found in 
a private drawer the Afrll following, and which 
I ^ (hall fubjoin to this account. However, in 
this inftance alfo, the Lord was pleafed to dif- 
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appoint her. She was fafely delivered, Decemhr 
9» ly^Sf 3nd foon reftor^d ; and bore her huf- 
band three more children,, the two elder of which, 
as well as the fird born, are Hill alive. 

6. In 1786, they removed to this Town. How 
her foul profpered, and how (he conduced her- 
felf fince that time, many of you know. I be- 
lieve fhe was ferious^ watchful and exemplary, I 
have been acquainted with her about a year, and 
during that time have converfed with her fre- 
quently. I have feen little either in her temper 
or condudt to blame, but much to conHnend ; par- 
ticularly her humility]^ meeknefa and patience, 
under many and great trials; her induAry, fru- 
gality,, and diligent attention to her family affairs: 
lier very i/W, c^uriivUi and silfging behaviour to 
all that came near her^ of which all you that 
•knew her will bear witnefs* She endeavoured to 
fet the JLord before her, and behave af one that 
was confcious his eye was upon her, being cir- 
cumfpe£t in all things, and defirous of improving 
converfation to the beft of purpofes. She trended 
the miniftry of the word, particularly on the 
Lord's day, more frequently than her flrength 
would well permit, one of the ChapeU which ibe 
attended, being little lefs than a mile from their 
.boufe. In this peihaps (he went to an extreme : 
but having, 1 believe, chiefly through the very 
•weak and nervous ftate of her bodv» fallen into 
doubts as to her acceptance with God, (he was 
very defirous of recovering the light of his coun- 
tenance, which, induced her fometimes to go, pet- 
baps, beyond her flrength. 1 hope flic did re- 
cover it before ihe departed. But of this (he was 
not permitted to give any verbal evidence. In- 
deed what cou'ld one reafonably expeA of this kind 
:iiom a wgrnan in the pangs of child-bearing, 

and 
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and whofe labour, like RachaeVs of old, was very 
hard. 

7^ The fame thought that (he fhould die, which 
had followed her when pregnant of her firA child, 
and indeed, I believe, of her other children, was, 
during this laft pregnancy, much more powerfully 
imprefTed upon her mind. She told her hufband 
and feveral of her friends, that (he (hould cer« 
tainly die as foon as (he was delivered. But, 
tho' appearances, from her delicate frame and poor 
f^ace of health, were unfavourable, they were 
williog to hope (he would be brought fafe thro' as 
ihe had been before. However the Lord, who 
very probably had fent that impreffion as a pre* 
vious warning, faw fit to appoint otherwife. She 
was with fome difficulty delivered and foon after 
expired. The child alfey tho' I am informed born 
a)iye, died immediately. The paper I mentioned 
IS as follows, and tho' written, as, I faid, in No* 
vernier, >785> m^^y be confidered, -I think, as 
fpeaking her dying language. 

8, " My deareft love, for whofe fake aton^ I 
<« defire to. live, trailing if the Lord have other 
^' ends in view, he will prepare me before ht 
<< take me hence, I hope you will not fail to per* 
** form the laft Will of one that loves you better 
^* than life itfelf. Look at this, when I am re- 
<« moved from you. But let not your heart b« 
•* troubled. Tru(t and believe in him who is 
^f able to help you, and will ftand by you in every 
** time of trial. — If he take me from you, he 
** docs it for your good. Come to the Lord, and 
** lie at his feet and fay, Lord, do with me. as 
^* feemeth good in thy light ; only keep me from 
^* murmuring. You know what sn hindrance I 
** have heen to you in the heavenly race. The 
^^ Lord ^s removed me. that you may truft in 

N 4 " him 
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•« him aloncy and fcrvc him with all your hcarf, 
^* He will not admit of a rival. He has per- 
** mitted us to be happily united for one year : 
«• but Oh ! what poor returns have wc made { 
** How unfaithful have we been to the grace be- 
«« flowed! 

** But let me beg of my deareft not to look 
<« back ; but prefs forward for the prize of eter« 
•' nal reft. If thofe in another world can grieve^ 
** furely I (hall grieve to fee you loitering and 
*< mourning. But why (hould you be diflreifed, 
'* perhaps the Lord will commiffion me to be as one 
** of your guardian Angels, to attend you by day 
•« and watch your bed by night, that no evil may' 
<* befal you. And if I (hall then be capable of 
** chufing one employment in preference to ano- 
<< ther, furely I fliall chufe that which has the^ 
*< neareft relation to one that was all that was dear 
•* to me below. 

<< I will lay no commands upon you that (hall 
«* be grievous to you. I do not wi(h you not to 
** marry again. Only be careful in the choice of 
*« 2. Wife. Let her be joined to Chriji before (ho 
<« be joined to ysU, Be ftri6l in family^duty : let 
« nothing hinder that. For the negle6t oi that 
<• duty brings deadnefs and barrennefs upon the 
<< foul.. Be earned with the Lord in private, that 
" he. may blefs you both, with every fpiritual 
*< blcflSng in Chrifl Jefus. Be not conformed to 
«« this world, neither in drtfsj nor convirfatiorty 
*< for both work death. 

** If I leave you a dear pledge of love, let it 
«< be boarded at Darfieldy with my dear Father 
<« and Mother. Save all my Clothes for it, and 
<« every thing that belongs to me. Pretty Lamb ! 
•< My heart bleeds for it, and you 1 Methinks, 
^« I fee you look at our offspring, and think of 

<€ your 
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•* yooT Polfyl O for refignation !-i>Let my rc- 
^ mains be laid where you intend to lie. Let 
•< our. aihes be united that we may rife together at 
** the day of Judgment. For tho* there (hall be 
•* neither marrying nor giving in marriage In that 
«< day, yet we ftiall know each other and (hall re- 
** joice^to meet again, where parting (hall be no 
<< more, but all (hall be perfect happinefs to all 
« Eternity.! " 

<* If my dear, very dear hufband feel, when 
«< reading this, what I feU when writing it, he 
** will know what comfort there is in grie/\ whaf 
•* pleafure in mourning! For my heart pants for 
•* you 1 (truggles to get free from creature-love ! 
*< flies back to your bofom! I fancy my arms 
'■ around your neck : my love I athed in tears :— « 
*< but at laft both forced to fubmit ! I lie pale f 
*' My love, mourning, kiiTes my clay-cold cheek; 
** prefTes my hand ; bids me fpeak one more fare- 
** well-word: but all in vain ! His PoUf$ breath 
♦* is religned to God who gave it ! His heart is 
** ready to burft. He looks for a comforter : but 
♦' (he who ufed to comfort him in time of trou- 
** ble, is no more ! — Therefore flee for refuge to 
*< Chrift, the Lord, the only help in trouble. 
'« He will fupport you. I know he will. I 
♦* know he loves you with an everlafting love \ 
^^ and tho' all earthly comforts fail, the Lord is 
*< your portion ! How good he is, in that he 
<* takes me frfl. For I could not fupport the* 
** lofs of my dear hufbjmd. How often has my 
** heart bled for fear of your leaving me. But 
" the Lord is Love itfclf, therefore we will unite 
^* to praife him to all eternity. 

, Mary FoJlerJ* 
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SERMON XIL 

On tht Nature and Extent 
OP SANCriFICATIOm 
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I THESS. V. 23, 04- 

•* May the very God of Peace fanftify you 
wholly : and I pray God your whole fpirir, 
and foul, and body, be preferved blamelefs 
unto the coming of our Lord Jefu% Chrid* 
Faithful is he that calieth you, wh» alfo will 
do it." 

i» Qanctification is much fpoken of^ and 
Cj) ftrongly inculcated throughout the facred 
Scriptures. Its nature is there defcribed, and its 
abfolute neceffity and great excellency'pointed out 
in various forms of exprefiion. ^^ This is the 
will of God (fays St. Paul *,) even your fanSifi* 
cation;" and his will, we know, is of indifpea* 
fable obligation upon all his creatures ; to comply 
with it, and be made conformable to it, is at once 
our duty and our happinefsr '* Ye are chofen to 
felvation," that is, bappinefs in heaven, (fays he 
again t ,) " through fandification of the fpirit. '* 
Salvation is the endj fandlification the way\ -a 
way in which all muft walk who would arrive 
at that defirable end. For, fays the fame Apoftle^ 
«< Without hoiinefs, («y»aK7>*of, fanSftJication^) no 

♦ 1 Thef. iv. 3. + a Thcf. U. 13. 
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man (hall fee the Lord.** Whatever a man at- 
tain*, if he attain not. this, he (hall- be cxclucTed' 
the prefcnccy and denied the blifsful vifion of 
God ; he (hall be (hut out of heaven, and thruft 
down to hell. On the^ contrary, x\\g fan^ifiedy 
ihc ** pure in heart," (land entitled to the inheri- 
tance above, as St. Paul declares*, and as the 
f.ithful and true witnefs teftiliest,. ** (hall fee 
God," ihall know arid enjoy him for ever. 

2. So great is the ncceffity and excellency of 
fan£liBcation, that it is the grand end God has irr 
view in all the difpenfations of his providence and 
grace to the children of men. " Chrift gave 
himfelf for his church, that he might fan<3ify and* 
oleanfe it : He fufFered without the camp^ that 
he might fahflify* the people by his own blood." 
The Spitit of God iMermed the Holy Sptrity and 
the Spirit of Holine/p;^ not only becanfe he is holy 
in him/elf, but alfo beeaufe it is his oflSce to fane- 
tify and make us holy : and God ^ chaAens u» 
for our profit, that we may be made partakers of 
his hofinefs." Yea, and in every difpenfation 
towards us, whether pttafing or parnfut, God 
has this fame end rn view, for ♦* his divine power 
has given us all things that pertain unto life and 
onto godlinefs,*' as wcW as thofe exceeding great 
and precious promifes" whereby thefe bfclTings arc 
made over to its, " that we may be made par- 
takers of the divine nature, having efbaped the 
(corruption that is in the world." 

3. Hence it is that much hath been faid of 
fanSificatmn in every age fince Chriftianity was' 
firft e(labli(hed in the worhd untH now. It has 
appeared to be of fuch great importance, that many 
who have had the glory of God and the good of 

* AOs xx\l 18. f Matt V. 8. 
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mankind at heart, have written upon the fub-^ 
jedi, and not a few of thcfc admirably welh 
Many excellent things have been advanced upon 
this point both by aiKient and modern authors ; by 
our own countrymen and by (Grangers. And it i^ 
a doctrine concerning whkh there has been but 
little difpute, unlefs in our own age, an age fruit*^ 
ful of controverfies of. all kinds. And probably; 
k would have been lefs difputed even now, had 
the Scriptures been more attentively and carefully 
confulted on the head. But be that as it will, a» 
the fubjedi is by no means exhaufted, and as the; 
Scriptures only ean make os wke unta falvation^: 
whatever odiers do, let us confider them diligently- 
upon 'all points of du^lrlne, and efpecially upoi> 
this,, fo manifeAly of the gTeatcft confequence.— * 
Having then feen the Importance of hn&i&c^^ 
tion,. proceed we now to confider,. 

I ft. Its Nature and Extent y And^ 

adly. How we may attain tt« 

And, I ft, Let us conlider the Nature and £r- 
Unt of fancS^ification. 

I. San3iJication is often afcribcd in the Old 
Teftament to things without life. In the books> 
of Mofes, the tabernaicle, altar, lavcr of brafs, 
fhe prieft*s garments, and various other thing* 
ufed in the Ifraelitifh worfhipy arc faid to he^ fanc^ 
iified. So afterwards, in the hiftorical books, the 
temple and the various utenfils in the temple fervice 
a^re faid to he /an£ttfied» Now all that can be meant 
by that expreflion thus applied, is, that they werA 
Separated from common and profane ufe, and dedi« 
cated to the immediate worihip and fervice of God* 
And indeed tj^is feems to be the primary and origi- 

nal 
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nal meaning both of the Hebrew word, vqpf in 
the Old Tcftamcnt^ and of the Greek \vord, 
ay»a(tj, in the New, tranflated to JanRlfy s They 
both (ignify to feparate and to dedicate^ devote or 
€<mfecrate. Thus the whole body of priefts were 
iandlified in a cerentonial manner, they were fepa- 
Fated from common and civil employments, and 
confecrated to the feivice of God in his fan6luary« 
2. This obfervation may give qs light refpedllng the 
nature of our fandtification. It alfo implies a yi- 
faration and dedicatfon, not, indeed, ceremonial 
and figurative, but real : a real reparation from fin 
and the fervice thereof, and a dedication to God 
and his fervice. Accordingly, it is faid, Chrift 
•• gave himfelf for us, that he might redeem u* 
from all iniquity, and purify us to himfelf a pe- 
culiar people, ** a people confecrated entirely to 
him ; and " he died for all, that they who live," 
who are quickened by his death, " might not 
henceforth," from the time they are quickened, 
•* live unto themfelves, but unto him that died 
for them and rtfe again. ** Pafl^ages of Scrip- 
ture thefe, which point out unto us very clearly 
the nature of that fandtification, which we have^ 
already feen to be the grand end of the death of 
Chrift. . 

. 3. But this matter will be fiill better underftood 
by confidering the words of our text : ** May the 
very God of peace fanflify you wholly,. oXoll^•K. 
The word >s of a very cxtenfive meaning, and 
fignifies ** every part, and every part perfc<91y.** 
And what we are to underftand by every part ^ we 
learn from the following claufe : ** And may the 
whole of you (oXoxXugo? vi^m, all that belongs to 
you,) the fpirit, the foul, and the body, be pre« 
ferved blamelcfs unto the coming of our Lord Je« 
fus Chrift.'' This is an exa£t tranflation of the 

wordS| 
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words, and it appears therefrom that the Apoftle, 
in this paffage, confiders man as divided into three 
parts, which he very exprefsly and particularly 
enumerates the fpirity the Joul^ and the body, pre- 
fixing the article to each. 

' 4. I am wcfll aware that fome perfons, eminent 
for learning and piety, confider this text in a fome- 
what difForent light. They fuppofe that by the 
word ^/>/V, the Apoftle means ihexr fpiritual ef^ 
fate, viz. the fpirit of God, with his various 
graces, wiftiing that 't might be prcferved to 
them whole and entire ; that by the other two 
phrafes, foul and body (which they fay make up 
the whole man) he means their natural eftate, 
wi(hing it alfo might be preferved blamelefs. They 
argue, that man cannot conlift of thr^e parts ap- 
pears hence, ** the foul is either matter or not mat- 
ter, there is no medium : But if it be matter, it 
is part of the body ; if not matter, it coincides 
with the fpirit.** (See Bengelius and Wefley*s 
Notes ) This reafoning is perhaps very juft: It 
is poflibly more philofophical to confider man as 
iconfifting only of a material and immaterial part. 
But then is it certain St. Paul fpoke with philofo- 
phical exadlnefs here? Is it not rather probable 
that he alluded to the then prevailing opinions, 
land followed the Greek writers, who, it is certain 
frequently confider man as compofedof three parts, 
fpirity foulj and body. This he might do without 
'any intention of teaching us the niceties of philo- 
fophy, and merely that he might exprefs the mat- 
ter he had in hand n\oxc Jirongly^ leaving points of 
mere fpeculation jud as he found them ; even as 
we, who firmly believe that man confifts only of 
two parts, do neverihelefs frequently pray that our 
iodyy fouly and fpirit may be confecrated to God, 
by which form of exprcflTion we would only be 
linderftobd to mean all that belongs to us, all our 
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powers and faculties of foul and body. Be thfs a« 
it will ;. in this light I beg leave to underl^and the 
Apoftle, as nrieaning, by thefe diiFerent phrafes, ta 
lignify that every part of us, all our faculties, and 
all our members, mud be fan£lified and devoted 
wholly to God ^ a do6irine which, 'it will be rea- 
dily allowed, the whole Scripture inculcates upon 
us. 

^. By the (to 9nvfMi^) Spirit^ I would, with 
the Greek writers, underhand the fuperior facul- 
ties of the mind, fuch as the Vyderjiandlngy Will^ 
Conjcience^ and Memory^ which are purely fpiritual^ 
and exift, (no doubt,) in the bleffed angels, and 
in the fpirits of juft hien made perfed. By the 
(i >l'fX''>) SquI^ I mean the inferior faculties, the 
Pafftons and Appetites^ which it feems, we have iiv 
common with the bcafts that perifli, only more re-^ 
fined. And by the Body^ I intend all that is mate- 
rial. Now let us briefly confider how each of thefe 
is to be fa notified. 

6. And," lO, The Spirit^ including the Under* 
Jianding^ WilU Confciencej and Memory^ By the 
Underjiandingi I here mean that faculty whereby 
we apprehendy confider^ judge^ and reafon. Now ex- 
perience and Scripture agree to inform us, that this- 
i^ands in great need of famSiification, for it is natu- 
rally overfprcad with grofs darknefs, and employed 
as an inftrument of iniquity. " Darkjnefs covert 
the earth," fays the Prophet, " and grpfs darknefi^ 
the people.'* All mankiod,^ by nature, like the 
Ephcfians, are ** alienated from the life of God^ 
thro* the ignorance that is in them ; " and hence 
the Apoftle afErms, " there is none that under- 
f^andctb, there is none that fecketh after God.** 
This is true of Jews and Gentiles,, who are one 
and all become '< vain in their imaginations, and 
their fooliih,'* acrmlor, undifcerning, heart is darkr 
cned* *' We are therefore grofsly ignorant of 

mhat 
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what it moft concerns us to know : What we arc,' 
whence we came, and whither we are going :^ 
What the world fs in which we live, and whether 
we arc to live in another : — If fo, how we maf 
infure happinefs there, and how get rid of out pre- 
fcnt mifery : — Who is the author of our beings 
what he is in himfelf, and what he is to us :— • 
What obligations we are under to htm, and how 
wc may fulfil thefe obligations: — The value of 
his favour, and how we may attain it. Plain it 
is, the Heathen in general could never come to 
any certainty in thefe refpciSVs ; and if we are not 
fo dark as they, we owe it to the oracles of God» 
But the truth is, tho' by the Scriptures we have 
fome fpeculative knowledge in thefe points, yet 
our knowledge has no proper influence upon q» 
while dcRitute of the illumination of the Holy 
Ghoft, but we are pra£lically as ignorant as they^ 
as far from all Javing knowledge in things fpiritual 
and divine. 

y. But by fandification, a manifeft alteration it 
madp. The Underftanding is then freed from it^ 
natural darknefs in the things of God, and ift 
enlightened by divine Truth, to receive whofe 
chearing beams it now dedicates its powers. Here- 
by we attain that knowledge^ which before we had 
no conception of, nor defire after. Spiritual things 
appear to us in a new light, and we judge of them 
in a new manner. We have neither that averfion 
to confider, nor that inability to underftand them 
which we before laboured under ; but we think of 
them with delight, and apprehend them with rea - 
dinefs. Hence we become favingly acquainted 
with them i ^< We know the truth, and the truth 
makes us free." ** The Gofpcl comes to us> not in 
word only, but alfo in power x.^ Being *• turned 
from darknefs to light," and difpofed to leceiv^ 
more and more li^t cootinuallyn we axe aUo. 
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turned " from the power of Satan unto God." In 
other wordSy the light communicated to our Uti" 
dirftanding influences our fVill^ and brings it into 
fubjcdiion to the Holy Will of God, whom we 
Jerv€ as well as knoWy and whofe fervice we find 
tp be perfect freedom. This leads me to obferve, 
andly, that, 

8. From the darknefs of the Vnderjianding arifes 
the perverfencfs of the IVill^ which in our unholy 
ftate of nature oppofes the holy will of God.— < 
Not difcerning the vanity of the fVorldj its un* 
iatisfaiSory nature, and (hort duration, we chufe 
it for our portion, and foolilhly feck our happihefa 
in it. Not knowing the all-fulBciency of Goi^ 
and his willingnefs to afford us (olid and laftiog 
comfort in his favour and prefence, we (bun his 
ways, aild decline all fellowlhip with him. Not 
feeing the finfutnefs of Sin^ and its defirudlivo 
tonfequenccfi, we do not loathe and abhor it, but 
roll it under our tongue as a fweet morfel, and are 
prone to commit it, as. the fparks to fly upwards. 
To Hdineji we have a ilrange averfion, arifing 
from our ignorance of its excellent nature and 
bleffed confequences* God's commandments we 
yefufe to obey; they arc: jgrievous to us, becaufe 
we underAand not their reafonabtenefs and happy 
tendency. To his difpenfations we will not fub- 
mit, not knowing that they are diredled by infinite 
wifdom and almighty love, and afiuredly work for 
jl^ood to them that love God. Now this pervcrfe 
will is that ^poiD/bi« (rapxof, « that carnal mind, 
which is enmity againft God, which is not fubjedl 
to the law of God, neither indeed can be," under 
the dominion of which, whofoever is, *< he can- 
not pleafe God.*' 

9. But by the fan£lification of the Jf^tttj follow- 
ing the fandlificatton of the Underftanding^ a glo« 
Jtlous change is wrought. For being enlighceiied 

with 
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With the knowledge of God, we arc no longer 
^vcrfe to his fervice but confider it at once our 
duty and happinefs to love him, and live to his 
glory. The vail which covered the world and 
concealed its vanity being withdrawn, we turn 
our backs upon ir, and, aAoniihed at our former 
folly, cry out, " What have I to do any more 
with idols ? " and affirm, concerning the creatures, 
** Miferable comforters are ye all." Sin appears 
in all its deformity, accompanied with a long train 
of miferies, and we flee from its pernicious touch, 
and *< abhor the garment fpotted by the flefli.** 
Holinefs (hines forth in all its luftre and beauty^ 
and we embrace it with our whole foul. We 
have refpeft to all God's commandments, and de- 
light to fulfil them, convinced they are " true 
and righteous, altogether, more to be defijed than 
gold, yea, than much fine gold ; fweeter than 
honey and the hcnry-ccfi^b; and moreover, that ia 
keeping of them there is great reward." We ac-^ 
quiefce in all the difpenfations of his providence^ 
and with fweet complacency and delight acknow* 
ledge, *« Good is the will of the Lord.*' How 
many foever our difappointments, loffes, ajnd fuf- 
ferings are, ftni we fay, '* Not my will but thine 
be done. Be it unto me even as ihou wile. " 

" We fee the haml, we worfhip and adore, 
" And juftify the all-difpofing power." 

10. In the fandlification of the Spirit y I fuppofe 
IS included, 3dly, that of the Canfcience ^ which 
has as much need of being renewed, as our other 
powers, it being equally depraved with them. For 
ic is naturally blinded and mifiaken, hardened and 
infenfible. Unacquainted with the will of God, 
It does not give us due information concerning it, 
but crroneoufly approves where it (liould con- 
demn, and condemns where it Ihould approve. 
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It gives an uncertain found; who then can prepare 
himfelf for obedience ? Nay, too often it gives 
no found at all, but fuiFers us to go on quietly in 
the way of our heart, and to walk after the defire 
of our eyes. It is its duty indeed, like a faithful 
watchman, to warn us of approaching danger, and 
advertife us of the advances of our enemies. 
But alas! intoxicated with the ftupifying potions 
of fin, 

— — — ' ** It fleeps 

•* On rofe and myrtle, lull'd with fyren fong.** 

Our threefold enemy affaults, prevails, and con- 
quers ; we arc wounded, mangled and flain ; but 
ftill confciencc gives no alarm, flill we are infen- 
fible of our mifery. We arc, as the Apoftle cx- 
preflcs it, afnjXynjtolf?, faft feeling. Tcmptatioa 
liurries us hither and thither at pleafure, we drive 
fUrioufly in the way of fin, and (if divine grace 
prevent not) we never ftop, till down the precipice of 
death we ru(h into the dreadful lake, where con- 
icience awakes into << a worm that dieth not, and 
where the fire is not quenched." 

If. This would be the cafe with all mankind 
were it not for the grace of God, This makes 
the difference wherever it is. But, fuppofe thro* 
the influence of that grace, operating differenl 
ways, our conference is awakened from its fleep» 
and roufed from its lethargy ; fuppofe, further, it 
is no longer erroneous, but rightly informed con- 
cerning the will of God ; yet ftill it is not fanc- 
tified till it be fprinkled with the blood of Chrift^ 
but is what the Apoftle calls an evU conjcience^ 
, i^ained and polluted with (in and guilt. Such was 
David*s confcience when he faid, ** Innumerable 
evils compafs me a^^out, mine iniquities have taken 
fuch hold upon me, that I cannot look up, there- 
fore my heart faileth m^ " *^ My wounds ftiqk 

aod 
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and are corrupt thro' mj foolifhnefs." Such was 
the confcience of the Publican, when he prajred, 
«( God be merciful to me a finner." Such that of 
the Jailor, when he ** came trembling, and fell 
down before Paul and Silas," and afked, ** Sirs, 
what mud I do to be faved ?" And fuch the con* 
fciences of the three thoufand, converted on the 
day erf" Pentecoft, when being '< pricked to the 
heart, they cried out. Men and brethren, what 
(hall we do ? " 

12. Now the fan^ificatUn of the Confcience, 
implies an acquittance from guilt, a freedom from 
condemnation, or the remiffion of (ins, and accep- 
tance with God ; in confequence of which we are 
now no longer obnoxious to God's wrath, and lia- 
ble to everlafting punifhment, but being polTeffed 
of his favour, are entitled to eternal life. That 
our confcience may be thus fanSified, it is abfo- 
lutely neccifary, i^. That we (hould be in Chrift 
by faith, and have an intereft in his fufFerings. 
rot it is the blood of Chrift alone which cleanfeth 
from the guilt of fin, and it is only to thofe that 
« are in him that there is no condemnation." And 
then, 2dly, that we may continue in this Hate of 
reconciliation with God, it is further necelTary 
that MX <* walk not after the flefh, but after the 
fpirit * , that we walk ip all God's ordinances and 
commandments blamelefs. " For if we would 
♦* rejoice in the teftimony of our confcience," we 
muft *< have our converfation in the world in (im- 
plicity and godly lincerity, not with fleihly wif- 
dom, but by the grace of God." Thus only can 
we have a confcience << void of offence towards 
God and man." 

13. It is eafy to fee, that in what I have now 
(aid refpe<3ing the Confcience, I include all that 

* Rom. viii. i. if 
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is generally UDderftood by Juftificathny which is 
the name ^vhereby this work is conrmonly called, 
both in the Scriptures and in the writings of the 
moft eminent Divines. 1 have only to add, wheni 
this ineAimable blefling is conferred upon us, and 
we ** have peace with God thro* oar Lord Jefus 
Chrift ;" when we " taftc that the Lord is gra- 
cious," and can apply to ourfelves the following 
'words with confidencci 



€€ 
€t 
€€ 
t€ 



O Love, thou bottomleTs abyi« ! 
My fins are (wallowed up in thee I 
Cover*d is nine unrighteoufnefsy 
Nor fpot of guilt remains in me ! 
While Jefu's blood thro' earth and Ikies> 
Mercy, free, boundlefs mercy cries ! 



then let us dedicate our Confcience to the Lord, 
that being guided by hit word and Spirit, it ma;f 
dire£t us in the way of duty, and warn us of the 
danger we are in mm the aflaults of cur fpiritual 
enemies ; and thus will it be properly fandrfied 
and employed according to the will of him, who 
fent that guardian angel to condoA us thro* the 
fnares of this world to his heavenly kingdom. 

14. Once more on this head : • The Memory mtift 
be fanSified. So we call that wonderful power, 
God hath beftowed upon us, cf recalling farmer 
ideas and recolleding pad events. This faculty^ 
tho* ftrangely weakened and corrupted by the f^lf, 
Aill retains a furprixing degree of fher^gth and 
vigour in feme ; all ages having produced indivi*- 
duals whofe power of recolle£tion has been snna^- 
ing. But with the generality the cafe is different : 
their memories are exceedingly treacherous : which 
by no means proves that their fouls have fuftatned 
more moral injury by fin than others, birt only 
that their bodies are lefs pcrfedl : for it is well 

known 
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known that the memory depends on the brain, and 
is ftronger or weaker as the modification of that 
organ is more or lefs calculated for exerting this 
fundtion. But, be it Jirong or weak^ it is certainly^ 
like our other powers, greatly corrupted in all* 
Inftead of being, as was originally intended| a 
well ordered Repofitory of divine truths and ufeful 
remarks, drawn from experience and obfervation^ 
it is become a mere link of fin, or a lumber-room 
of impertinence and folly. We commonly re- 
member beft what it would be well to forget^ and 
forget what we ought to remember. Our mindd^ 
like a leaky veflel, readily let out the pure water 
of life, while they feldom fail to retain the filth 
t>f fin and dregs of vanity. What is pious and 
ufeful makes but a very faint impreflion, and is 
therefore foon forgot, whereas what is impure and 
prejudicial, being agreeable to our cardal hearts^ 
finks deep and remains long. 

15. But the cafe is quite altered when the Me- 
mory is faniiified. Then the things of God, ap^ 
pearing to the mind in all their importance^ make 
a deep and lading impreffion upon us : whereas 
earthly and temporal things, the vanity and (hort 
duration of- which the underftanding dtfc6v^rs, do 
not much afiv6k us^ and therefore are not remem- 
bered. Thus the memory is weakened with re- 
gard to thofe things, which are trifling and hurtful, 
and ftrengtbened with regard to thofe which arc 
important and ufeful. Or rather, it cafts away 
the former as nnwdrthv of a place vc\ fuch a facred 
Repofitory, and retains the latter, as things that 
defcrve to be locked up in the cabinet of the heart. 
The Underji&ndingf the leading faculty, beii^ en- 
lightened, and the /f7// rendered dbedicnt to its 
dictates, the Memory \^ only entrufted with what is 
ufeful and excellent, to which it is more at iibety 

to 



3ll THE NATURE AND 

to attend, and will keep with greater faithfulnefsi 
being freed from the care of that ufelefs lumber, 
which before diftraAed and overcharged it. Add 
to this, that <* the Spirit helps our weak infirmi- 
ties/' and brfngs to our remembrance the things we 
t)ave feen and heard, and that at the very time 
when it is mof^ needful. In this way ^s the damage 
our, memory hath fufiained by the fall much re- 
paired. However, as it depends fo much fas has 
been faid) on a bodily organ, it cannot be fup- 
pofed it will be reftored to its original ftate, till 
the body itfelf is created anew by a glorious re- 
Airredlion. Then, and not before, ihall w& be 
freed from this and every other infirmity. 

1 6. In the mean time, be the memory ftrong 
or weak, it may be /an£f!fodf and no longer em- 
ployed as an inftrument of unrighteoufncfii unto 
fin, but devoted to the honour and fervice of God. 
InRead of ferving the defigns of Satan, and mi- 
niftering to our euilt and mifery, by fupplying fuel 
to our prifpf rejentment, and lufi ; it may ferve the 
purpofe of God's glory, and help to pronnote our 
holinefs and happinefs, by reminding us of mo- 
tives to humility, faith, and love.< Many have 
Jlrongf but unfan£tifiid Memories, which ferve 
only to encreafe their knowledge, not their grace ; 
and, of confequence, to aggravate their condem- 
nation. But by fanSification, the Mtmory^ being 
confecrated to God and religion, becomes a facred 
ftorehoufe for the Chriftian's fupply in his jour- 
ney thro' this wildernefs to the New Jerufalem. 
There the Word of Truth is laid up, whence he 
is furniihed with <*the armour of righteoufnefs on 
the right hand and on the left," with food to nou- 
Tf(h, and with medicine to heal the diforders of 
his foul. There former experiences are preferved, 
which beins reviewedi afford much matter for hu- 
miliation 
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mWhUicn and gratitude, and greatly add to hit 
^confidence and joy. And there the dirpenfations 
of Divine Providence, nrhether of a public or 
a private nature, whether towards himfelf or 
tHhera with whom be hat been acquainted, are 
%epc in flore, and being refte£led upon, ferve both 
-for caution and for comfort ; both to guard him 
«gainft chofe lins and follies for which God hatk 
chaftifcd him and others, and to protnpt him to that 
liolj living, and thofe good works, which fail not 
€f meeting with a prdent reward. Above all, 
there he ti^eafures up the commandments of God» 
with many prudential rules of duty, that he may 
never be at a lofs to know the way wherein he 
ought to go, and *^ how he ought to walk therein 
To aa to pleafe God*** 

We come now to confider, adly, the fandifica- 
^n pf the Soul {^^X') including under that terni 
Che Paffious and AppeiiUs, 

I. By the Paffions^ I mean thofe affeStions or 
emotions of the mind, which are excited upon the 
apprehenfion of any real or Jupfofed good or evil. 
When we apprehend any thing good or excellent^ 
we Iceue (that is» efteem and take complacency inj 
it 'y if it appear any way fuitable to us, we defire 
it, and that more or lefs, as it appears more or 
lefs fuitable. If there be any proipedt of attain- 
ing itj, we hopi for it, and our hope is in propor* 
tion to fuch a profped. If we have afiually at- 
tained it, and nnd it anfwer our expeAations, we 
rqcki in the podBkiTion of it. — On the other hand, 
when we apprehend any thing evilf we hate it ; if 
it appear hurtful to us, v?e are averfe to it. If, 
fiurther, it feem likely to befall us, we fear it ; 
and if It do in faft befall us, it excites forrow and 
dijirejs. Thofe are generally accounted the prin- 
cipal and leading Pmons^ from which all the r^ft 

O are 
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arc derived, and to which they miiy be referred, 
VIZ. Love and Hatred ^ Dejlre and Averjion^ Hope 
und Feavy Joy and Sorrow ;' and thcfe I (hall con- 
fine myfelf to at prefent. 

2. Now all thefe muft be JanElified^ being na- 
turally irregular or inordinate. It is a melancholy 
truthy manifeil from daily experience and obferva- 
tion, and confirmed by the tcftimony of Scripfure, 
that we are even prone to love what We (hould 

J)atey and hate what we (hould love : deftre what 
we (hould abhor\ and abhor what we (hould defire ; 
hope for what we (hould rather fear^ and fear 
what (hould excite our ho e\ rejoice in that which 
*OUght to give us forrow^ znd forrow for that which 
ought to afFord us joy. And certainly, the fuppofed 
£ood things of this world, fuch as riches, honours, 
health, eafe, the pleafures of fenfe and thofe of 
imagination, naturally excite our love and defire^ 
hope and joy \ while the fuppofed evil things of the 
.world,, tuch as poverty, difgrace, ficknefs, pain, 
labour, toil, awaken in us the contrary paflions of 
hat red f averfton^ fear^ and forrow, 

3. It is true, there is a fenfe in which this is 
'lawful,, viz. when it is in perfect fubordination 
to God and his holy will ; I mean, when thefe 
different and contrary paflfions are excited in us in 
a regular manner, in a due degree, and are only 
indulged for God's fake, and with a view to his 
glory. But furely, this is not thc^cafe with us 
before, or any farther than wcr arc fandified. 
Previous to this change being wrought upon us, 

. not only the 'forementioned things of the world 
reputed good^ but Jin itfelf is the objeS of our 
Jove and defire^ hope and joy ; while God and re- 
ligion, holincfs and obedience, things fpiritual and 
divine, are hated and avoided^ as tho* they were 
evil in themfelves and prejudicial to u*. . That 
this is the cafe, all y^ho are enlightened by.the 

Spirit 
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Spirit of God, have feen and felt to their forrow ; 
9ird as for thofe who are f^ill unawakened, I beg 
leave to remind them of the words of infpiration, 
^* The heart (including the affecSlionsj is deceitful 
above all things, and defperately wicked;" and 
again, *^ God faw that the wickednefs of man was 
great upon the earth, and that the imagination of 
the thoughts of his heart, was only evil, and that 
continually; — evil from his youth up." 

4. How much then do our paOions need to be 
iandified ! How neceflary is it that a change 
Ihould be wrought in them ! That they (hould 
be properly retrained and duly regulated ! Sub- 
jedled to the will of God, and fixed upon their 
proper objedts I all which is implied in their fane- 
Ufication. <* The Lord dired^ your hearts into the 
love of God," fays St. Paul * , that is, May the 
whole train of your AflFedtions be under the in- 
fluence of the love of God. Now this is really 
and fully. done when we are fandlified. Then 
God and his holy will, religion and virtue, holi- 
nefs here, and happinefs hereafter, engage our 
chief attention, and poffefs the fupreme place in 
our afFedlions. We highly efieem and fervently Jovi 
them, eagerly defiref and diligently purfue them: 
They are the objedls of our hope and joy^ and we 
take complacency and delight in them from day to 
day. And if we ifefire or Might in 2Lnj thing eife, 
it is in fubordination to God and his holy will. 
We are therefore ** crucified unto the world, and 
the world is crucified unto us : " We are faved 
from the love of things temporal, from all undue 
attachment to them and defire after them, well 
knowing, *^ if any man love the world, the lov« 
cif the Father is not in him." 

5. In the mean time, our aver/ion to the evil 
ihings of the world, as poverty, reproaCSa, iick- 

• 1 Thef. iii. 5, 

O % tieft^ 
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nofty and pain, fs fo itKiderated, that ve are re4 
figned -to ixsBkt them when God (hall fo appoint ; 
neithcryirtfr/jf^ Hiem when abTent wkh «ny fear that 
bath torment, nor fmrrmuing aa thoTe that liavc no 
hope nor portion In God, when they are prefent. 
But rather we defire often to ''have fcliawfhip 
with Chrift in hia fufTcringSy and rejoice that he it 
minified in our body," whether by eafe or paini 
•* life or death." Year, when our " affliaioDS 
abound, our eonfelations do' much more abound." 
At the fame time^ A)t, all tin, whatever honour^ 
or pleafure, or profit it promifety ta theobjed of 
eur hatred and abhomnct. We are heartily fonj 
iot our paft fins, the remembrance of them it 
gvievout unto ut, and by the grace of God we 
determine for the future not to repeat them*. Wie 
have an utter hatred to every appearance of evil, 
and a filial ftar of ofltnding him, whom our foult 
love. And thus are all our Paflions exercifed upon 
their proper obje<9fs, and duly regulated.. 
6. Having dwelt (b long upon the 
particulars, I (hall iay lefs upon the Appetites^ the 
iJHidificarion of which eomet next to be coniidered* 
3By the Afpetttesj I mean thofe fropet^ties or indU 
natimi which are fuiccd to an animal nature, and 
which God hath -for wife ends implanted in ut, 
whom he hath endued with fuch a nature. Thefi 
it it not the vill of God 'to eradicate, any mcav 
than our PaJJions^ but only to regulate and reftrato 
them, of which furely th^ have great need. For, 
ti4a6 I how frequently, how alnioft univer&lly are 
Aey >indiilged to exsefs 1 How much delieacy 
and expensive fuperfluity in eating and drinkingi 
How maay ufelefs, nay deftru(3ive difhet and in^ 
vented liquors ! How much intemperance among 
all orders and degi^ees of men ! How muck gkit- 
tony, and drtrnkcnnefs I How many eftatet ara 
/juandered away ! How many families reduced 

.i to 
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tD beggtrf, to gntUy a vilie appetite, to fulBl a 
beafilj ddirc 1 AwJ, what is fct more to be deir 
ftoredp how many thus una a good conflitution» 
and bring rariout difeafes upon themfelvea^ ai 
once painful and loathfome, which it is beyond 
the power of medicine to remedy, and which ter« 
minate at laft in an untimely death; while, ill 
tht mean time, they deprive themfelves of the di* 
▼iue favour, and caft their fouls into endlcfs perdi* 
tion! <'< Their end is deftrudion, becaufe their 
God is their belly, and their glory is their fhame.'* 
In fine, how much uncleannefs of every kind, the 
fcandal and reproach, I will not fay of Cbrif- 
Cianity, but of human nature itfelf! How far; 
In thck refpedts, is man ^degraded beneath the 
brutes that perifh I 

7. Now the fan Aiftca tion of our Appetites putt 
ta entice end to all this, and enables us to live 
Jolefty^ as well as rightemjly and godhf in this pre- 
fent world, ftri£lly cultivating temperance and 
chaflity in all their branches/ It implies the cru* 
cifixion of all defire after fuperflUous or delicate 
food, and the reftraint or eradication of all impure 
tufts whatfoever. Then (hall we only take that 
quantity and quality of food which is moft condu« 
cive to our bodily health, and beft fits us for the 
fervice of God in that lawful calling wherein his 
providence hath placed us.. Then (hall we manifeft 
in all our tempers, words, and works, the inward 
purity of our hearts. We (hall glorify God by 
chaftity and modefty in a (ingle life, the more ex- 
cellent way to thofe who can receive it, or by tern* 
Serance and fidelity in a marriage ftate, which is 
onourable in all, and nece(rary for many. In 
either ftate we (hall preferve ourfelvcs free from 
the " pollutions that are in the world thro* luft."* 
Remembering that our bodies^ as well as JouU^ are 
temples of the Holy Ghoft, and bought with the 

O 5 X^asA 
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blood of Chrifty we fhall not profiitute them todn 
and the devil by gratifying any bafe defire, but 
ihall keep them holy, that we may << glorify God, 
as well in our body as fpirit, which are God's.^ 

This leads me, 3dly, to fubjoin a few words qn 
the fanSlificatien of the Body, 

1. The Spirit and Soul being depraved, feduced 
from God, debauched by fin, and devoted to the 
fervice of Satan, the Body^ a mere fervant and in- 
Arument in their hands, is obliged to accompanj 
them in their revolt, and obey the di£lates of its 
leaders. As the Underflanding of the natural man 
docs not difcern the evil of fin, nor his Confcience 
lemonfirate againft it ; as his fVill and AffeSfion^ 
chufe and embrace it, and his Appetites hurry him 
on to the commifiion of it, it is no wonder if his 
flefli <• fcr.ve the law of fin," and he «* prefent his 
members as inftruments of unrighteoufnefs " there- 
unto. Indeed the members of our bodies may be- 
always faid: tQ /erve Jioj- v^hcn we are not influ- 
enced by the love of God, and a regard to hi^ 
glory ; becaufe then our motives and ends are t\o% 
good, nor of cpnfequence, (he words, and a£lions to 
which they give birth. Our. eye is t\ox Jingle ^ but 
ruily and hence ** our whole body is full of dark- 
jwfs,*' our whole conduct a fcene of fin : Wc 
itxvG ourfeives and the devil, but not the Lord 
Jefus, And however innocent our outward de- 
portment may appear before men, it is far from 
ineeiing with />/i approbation ** who fearcheth the 
heart, and trieth the reins of the diildren of men.*' 

2. But, alas! too often it is not outwardly in- 
;iQcent, but we **, prefent our members fervants to 
uncleanncfs, and iniquity unto iniquity." Our 
■Eyes are employed in beholding vanity^ if not in 
gratifying the,luftful, envious or covetous defi re. 
Oar Ears are attentive to idle fongs, to flattering 

lips. 
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lipsy and a flanderous tongue. If our Hands d<K 
not pick and Aeal, rob and defraud, hurt and. 
maim any one : if they do not injure our neigh- 
bour in his perfon or property, yet are they per- 
haps incentives to concupifcence or wrath, or neg- 
ligent in our calling and in relieving the indigent* 
If our Feet be not «« fwift to flied blood," if they 
do not affift us to purfue, overtake, and abufe of 
deftroy thofe for whom Chrift died ; yet do they. 
perhaps ** walk in the way of finners," and *< fol- 
low the multitude to do evil,'' conveying us to 
places of debauchery and exccfs, riot and un- 
cleannefs. And our T&ngue^ that glory of our 
frame, whereby we (hould praife our God, and. 
edify our fellow-creatures, fuppofing, .(hamc and 
humanity prcferve it (would to God they always 
did !J from ** blafpheming that holy Name where- 
by we are called," and curfing our brethren of 
mankind ;'^yet will it backbite and flander the ab- 
fent, or talk unprofitably before fuch as are ^rjt^ 
fent. Thus, thro* fin, do we abufe and difhonour 
o\x\ own bodies, and turn the gifts of God againft 
him. We do iiotj indeed, hide our Lord's talent 
in a napkin y but we do what is ftill worfe, we em- 
ploy it to his manifeft dilhonour. 

3. But obferve the change SanSflficatlon pro- 
duces, even in the ufe of our Body. Then it is 
that we comply with the Apoftle's exhortation, 
^f Let not fin reign in j'our mortal body, to obey 
it In the lufls thereof, neither yield your members 
as inflruments of unrighteoufnefs unto fin; but* 
yield yourfelves to God, as thofe who are alive 
from the dead, and your members as indruments 
of righteoufnefs unto God. " Our Eyes are 
now employed in reading the Word of God, 
and difcovering the wonders of his wifdom, 
power, and love, manifefted in the works of crea- 
ti6n. Our ^Ears are open to receive inftrud^ ion, 

O 4 to 
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t» hearken fo tfce coifiplaint of thc'poor, snd the 
Aftrefs ef the afflidled. Our 3#fl($ii/x proclaim 
the loving kindneft of the Ixjrdf and fpeak of all 
Iri« wonderoiss works. « Grace is poured into our 
lips/' and *^ the law of kiAdnef* dwells upon our 
tongue. '• •« Our converfation ia fcafoned with 
fair, meet to minifler grace to the hearera." Our 
Hands are exerted in honeft labour, or firctched 
our in ads of charity, according to the ability 
God hath given. Our Fwt c^ttvey oa to the houfe 
of God, the aflembly of thefatntf, and wc walk 
jf» all his pleafant ways : We walk worthy of the 
XfOrd unto all pleating, and ierve him with every 
Acuity of our foul and member of our body. 

^ Thus have we'feen how every part of us is ta 
be fan(5lified : I have only to add, before I dif* 
mifs this head of my difcourfe^ 4^hly, That it is 
further intended by the word oX^iaik^ that every 
part (hould be fandified fer/edffy. Not as if the 
Apoftle meant that any bounds could be fet to this 
faiiflification, fo that we could, at any period, 
fay, << Hitherto ibalt thou go and no further : " 
Not as if there were any ftate to be arrived at on 
earth, wherein out* holinefs (houkl be incapable of 
iipcteafe. Surely no : Nor, is it probable, even 
iq heaven, it feems eflential to the happinefs o£ 
a creature, a finite being, that it (hould continually 
advance in perfefiion. And this it may do thro* 
millions of ages, and ftill come infinitely fhort 
of the perfedlion of God. >It appears from 
what has been laid, that the fanaification of 
our other powers arifes from, and depends upon, 
the fan£iification of the Vnderjianding. Tht 
more the Undcrfianding is enlighten^ in the 
iru^ knowledge of God, the more . our fFill and 
Affe^iom centre in him as our chief good. The 
more we diiceini, by tbc lidj^t of gracr « the vanity 

of 



EXTENT OP SANCTiriCATION. 3.21 

of the worlds the more tnuft our hearts be dtf- 
et^ged from it. The fame I ma3r fay of iifi i» 
.general : The more evil it appears, the oiore (hall 
we hare and guard agakift it. And with tegatd 
to holinefsy the more excellent in its nafiure, andk 
happy in its tendency it feema lo tia, the aMni 
ihall we love and puriurit. Now, w^ can fay 
lie is a& much enlightened in. thefe refjpeSts a» bia 
may be I Surely none. And furely theti, none 
can reafonably think he is antved at the lop of tho 
ladder in holinefs, and can therefore advance no 
further. But while we are in the worlcf, we may 
and muft conlider it to be our duty and privilege^^ 
to '< grow in grace, and in the knowlec^e of our 
Lord and Saviour Jcfus Chrift." 

2. But when the ApoAle prays that we may he 
Jieiiffe£ily fanftified,. he means, as far as we are ca- 
pable of being in this wocld : '^ That the dark- 
nefs may pafs away, and the true light concinua)!]^ 
ftine:^ •• That we itwf walk- irttlle Kght, a» 
Re is ia tfie Hghc,^ hamng dhily felVowOitp wiwh 
him, and one' wkH another : <^ That we may haye 
an unAion from the Noty One teachmg us all 
things," the <* Spirit of truth guidiMg us into all 
Inith.'^ H^ means fiirther, that our ^/if fhould 
be wholly eonfermed tOj and fwallowed up m ttle 
will of God, fb that we may Me \n his handa 
as clay in the handa of the potter, to be di<\pofied 
of according to his will, and« formed after hi^ Bkei- 
nefs, choofing him for our only portieny and tt^ 
iigning up all out deligns and defires to himv 
Ag^in, that our Confcience (houtd continually fed 
the cleanfing virtue of Jefus's blood ; that we 
ftiould wafh in the fountain and be ever ckan^^ 
faying, from the heart, 

** Every moment, Lor4> 1 have, 
•• The merit of thy deaih ; '* 

O 5 Kc^ 
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And that we ihould find continual matter of 
rejoicing in the teAimony of a good and tender 
confcience. He means, laftly, that our Paffionf 
and Jppetites (hould be fo regulated and inflamed 
with divine love, that a << peace, pafiing under- 
fbinding, may keep our hearts and minds thro* 
Chrifl Jefus/' and we may <' dwell in love, and 
in God, and God in us." Thus (hall we be able 
to adopt the following language, very expreflive 
of the full afl'urance of hope : 

• 

" 'Tis done at \slA, the great deciding part, 
** The world's fabdued, and thou hail all my heart:. 
" It triomphs in the change, and fixes here, ^ 
** Nor docs another reparation fear ; 
*' No various fcenes to come, no change of place, 
•** Shall thy lovM image from my foul efface ; 
- •' Nor length, nor breadth, nor diflant height above, 
•• Nor depth below, (hall part me from thy love." 



And all this, that *< whether we eat or drink, or 
whatever we do, we may do all to the glory of 
God ; " that whatever we do in wprd or deed, we 
may << do all in the name of the Lord Jefus, giv« 
ing thanks to God, even the Father, thro''him." * 
\ 3. And now, (hall not this bleffing be ours? Can 
We hear of this renovation of our fallen nature, 
of, this health and good .conftitution of foul, and 
not Jong to poffefs it ? Surely this fcm^ification^ 
fo excellent in itfelf,..and fo beneficial in its ef- 
fe^s, mud appear in the eyes of all that are en- 
lightened, to be far more defirable than the moft 
valuable of thofe earthly vanities, which fo uni- 
verfally engage the attention, and engrofs the 7iU 
fedions of mankind ! Surely one cannot even 
tranfiently behold this divine, perfe(Slion and beauty 
without emotion, and cannot attentively confider 
it without being overcome with dcfire, and made 
(as it were) fick of love I How lovely is this 
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image of God, this divine nature ! How honour- 
able and happy to be clothed with it ! To have 
all our (ins forgiven, and our confciences fprinkled* 
from guilt ! To have all our difeafes healed, and'' 
our fouls reftofed to perfedl foundnefs ! To have 
our life redeemed from eternal dqftrudion, and 
our heads crowned with loving-kindnefs and tender 
mercies 1 To have God's approbation on earthy, 
and to hear him fay in that day, «< Well done ! '** 
O what equals this ? 



'* And (hall the viftor now 



•* Bead ihe proud laurels on his painted brow ? 
** Religion I Oh thou Cherub ! heavenly bright, 
** Oh joys unmix'd and fathomlefs delight ! 
" Thou, thou art all I " 

4. As to the way in which this holincfs is obi- 
tained, I mull be^ leave to make that a diOin6)}^ 
head of di(courfe, having enlarged fo much on the* 
points already treated. In the mean time, let us^ 
carefully confider what hath been advanced ; let 
us mark,, learn, and inwardly digeil it ; and let 
us lift up our hearts unto God in earneft prayer 
for his blefling upon it! Thus (hall we become- 
more and more acquainted with its excellency and!' 
neceflfity. Our deiires after it will be maintained! 
and encreafed, and we fhall even " hunger and? 
^irft after righteoufnefs,** And then we fhall not 
only be prepared to receive benefit by what may 
hereafter be faid, but (hall be in the high way to 
have our defires accompliiTied, for ** bleflcd arc; 
tiiey who hunger and ihitft after righteoufnefs, fo» 
they fhall be filled.;* 
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SERMON XIII. 

OK 

The Wa^ tf tUtaining SanSllficatUn. 



t THESS- V. %i, 14. 

•♦May the Tciy God of Peace fen^ifjr yovt 
wholly : and I pray G<nI your whole fpiiit^ 
and foul, and foody, be prefcrved blamelefiic 
unto the coming of our Lord Jefua Chrift. 
Faithful 18 he ^at callefh you, who atfo- 
will do it-" 

I. TTAVING confidered the nature and en* 
JTjL tent of S09^iJU0iwni i proceed now, fe- 
condly, as W4a propoCrd^ to flicw bow it may bo 
obiaioed I 

V. With regard to this, I muft obferve, lA; 
We cannot produce this change in ogrfelves by 
any mjdom or finjoir of our own. This will be 
readily allowed by all who attentively confider 
what haa been already advanced on the nature of 
S'an4£lificati6n. For - it appears by the account 
given above, that previous, at leaft to fome mea- 
fiire of fandification, and while in our natural 
fiate, we are devoid of all wifdom and power 
to do any manner of thing that is good. And 
this is confirmed by our Lord, who faith, 
*♦ Without me ye can do nothing." Now if 
we can do nothing without him, how can we do 
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this, fo grrat, fo wonderful a work? Can the 
bKnd reniire t\mic*f to fight 7 Can the 4ead 
r2ire hirrffTif up ? Can th? dead in fin quicken 
Lis fiwn r^'j; ? A'ss! he dorf rot even know that 
he ift dead, bur (Ice^s on fiiil and takrs his reft ; 
and if he did know, he has no ability to perform 
what is fo fuperraTural. What then nnuf) be done 
in this cafe? Where (hall ne find relief ? St. 
Paul tells us '* Our fafficiency is of God ;" and 
again, '* G^d workcth in us to viill and to do of 
his go<.d pjeafurc.*" Hence it is, that in the words 
of oi:r t.xT, he dirc^s his prayer unto God for 
this bKCi: g, •* May the very God of peace, «•-'»•« 
i Qto: TT', .»pr*T? :" It fhould rather be rendered, 
** May the God of Peace hintfelf fandtfy yo'u."^' 
Ic is his peculiar work : Only *' he who com- 
nianded light to ibine out of darknefs, " czn 
^*. (hine- into our hearts ; " only he who created the 
world, and brought order out of confufion, can 
new-create our fouls. We muft acknowledge ^his 
workmanftiip," if we arc ** created in Chrift Jc- 
{vti unto good works." 

2. I obferve, idly, God works this change in 
US, by communicating to us his holy Spirit in his^ 
various graces. As a Spirit of fVifdom and Rev^ • 
iation^ he difpc4l8 the darknefs of our minds, and 
ihakes us '< light in the Lord.'* As a Spirit oi. 
Holincf?, he- fubdues our ff^illsy and raifes our 
Affe£liQns to God and Heaven. As a Comforter^y 
he removes our guilty fears, fcatters our doubts, 
and fprinkles our confcicnces from dead works,.- 
that we may fcrve the living God, He compofes^ 
the tumult of our breafts, gives us ** peace and: 
joy thro* believing,** and fiVls us with ftrong con* 
folation. He is the *< earned of our. future ih^ 
heritance in our hearts,'* and it is by him we arc 
^ fcaled 10 the day of redemption." Hence it i&. 

that. 
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that wc arc faid ** to abound in hope by the power 
of the Holy Ghofti" and love^ meehnefsy gentle^ 
nefs^ long'Juffiring^ and every holy afFed^ion and 
temper is in Scripture afcribed to the Spirit of 
God. Yea, Sandification itfelf, with all that 
it includes, is there faid to be the work of the 
Spirit*. 

3. And as God begins this work by giving uf 
his Spirit, fo he m///H/^7/«j it by caufing his Spirit 
to continue with us. For as the beginnings fo the 
continuance of Sa notification depends neceffarily 
upon his infpiration. For •* as the branch cannot 
bear fruit of itfclf, unlefs it abide in the vine,*' 
and the fap of the vine abide in it ; <' no more can 
Vc, except we abide in Chrift," and the Spirit of 
Chrift abide in us. '< If any man (do not ob- 
fcrve this, andj abide not iri him, he is caft forth 
as a branch, and is withered." Hence Chrift ex- 
horts us, "Abide in me, and I in you ; "and, 
for our encouragement, adds, '^'He that abideth 
in me^ and I in him, the fame bringeth forth 
much fruit ; and every branch in me that beareth 
fruit, my Father purgerh it, that it may bring 
forth more fruit." The fum of the matter is this r 
All our wifdom in fpiritual things, holinefs, and 
happinefs, a/ifc from the prefence of the Spirit in 
us. While He continues to enlighten, fandlify^' 
and comfort us, fo long we knew^ obey^ and arer 
happy. But if He forfake us, (which It is not hilt 
will to do) all our good vanifhes, and we are lefi^ 
the fame ignorant y unholy^ miferabld creatures we 
were before. 

4. It plainly follows from what has been adi> 
vanced, that our San6lification can only "be in*- 
creafed by an increafe of the Spirit's influences. 

• % Their. U. 13. • 

For 
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For if the htgumiiig and mtii/itumce of our SandU 
fication depend fo entirely on the beginning and 
conrinuance of the operations of the Spirit, fo mnft 

> an increafe of it, on an increafe of chofe opera- 
tions. The more dtef, cmftamt^ and mnivefftit 
thofe influences are, the more ieep^ comfimmt^ and 
univtrjal muft our Sandiiication he. So that, in 
order to our fmllt perf§0y and entire SanAification, 
we muft ^* be filled with the Spirit," muft i&« 
ceive all thofe mcafurcs of grace purchafed for us, 
and promifed to us ; muft *' be filled wifh all the 
fulneff of God," muft «» dwell in God, and God 
in us." Thus (hall *< all the good pleafure of 
bis will be fulfilled in us, and the work of faith 
with power ; " we ihall be made «' perfed and 

' entire, lacking nothing;" ihall ftaod complete 
in the whole will of God, bdng ^ hoij, as ]Sm 
that hath called us is holy." 

5. It appears^ therefore, if ever we are iandi* 
fied, we muft be indebted to God for our fiitiAift* 
cation, muft acknowledge Him the Author of it. 
Mqw none of us can doubt hb power in this mati* 

^^r. «^ He is able," we koow, ** to do fot us 
exceeding abundantly, above all that we can aft: 
•r think, according to the power that worketh in 
VS." But is be willing? « Lord« if thou wilt, 
tbou canft make me clean.'^ And furely we have 
ao more reafon to doubt his wiUipgnefs than his 
piwtr ; for he is a <* God of Peace," as the Apof- 
tic informs us in our text. Had it been otherwife, 
we could have had little hope of being for* 
given, and much lefs of being renewed ; we 
could have expcAed nothing but utter deftruc- 
tion, having been rebels againft his government^ 
and traitors to the King of kings y and Lord of lords. 
But here is our comfort, He is a " God of peace." 
He has << made peace for us by the blood of the 
crqfs^" He is '< in Chtift reconciling the world 
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to himfelfy not imputing their trefpaffes to theiti/' 
and << Peace be unto you/' is the language of his 
]ove. He fent his angels to bring tidings of pgace 
up9n earthy and ha appointed his nrinifters to pro^ 
claim peace throughout all lands. 

6. And now fay, whether it is reafonable to call. 
Ills wilUngnefs in queflion ? " If he hath not 
withheld from us his only begotten Son, but freely 
delivered him up for us all," to fufferings, to 
deathj even the mo(t ignominious and accurfcd 
death of the crofs, *< how (hall he not with him 
freely ^ivc us aJl things ?" Kfpecially the bleff- 
ing^ he purpofely died to procure ? Did Chrift 
*< fufFer without the camp that he might fanc-^ 
tify the people by his blood," and will he deny 
them the fandlification he thus purchafed ? Sure* 
ly he will not. ** If while we were enemicsi^ 
we were reconciled unto God by the deatli 
of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we 
fiiall be faved by his life." Oh] what confo*, 
hition is here ! That love which gave us Chrift,. 
can deny us nothing good. — We are his offspring^.^ 
his childrerx^ and he is our Father : And will 
our heavenly Father refufe us what he knows to- 
be neceflary for us? I appeal to yourfelves*. 
** If a fon afk bread of any of you who h a fa- 
ther, will he for bread give him a done ? Or i£ 
he afk a fifh, will he give him a ferpent ? " Now, 
«« if ye being evil," angry, peevim, unkind, if 
ye *• know how to give good gifts unto your chiU 
dren, how much more will your heavenly Fa- 
ther," who is pure, boundlefs, univerfal love,. 
<< give his holy Spirit to thofe that afk him ?" Sing 
ve then, 

** Away my onbelieving fear, 

'' pear (hall in me no more take place : 

'* My Saviour doth not yet appear, 
** He hides the brightnefs ot bis face, 

«' Bat 
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*/ But fhall r therefore let him go, 
'* And bafely to the Tempter yield ? 

" No, in the ftrength of Jclus, no, 
** I never will give up my iliield." 

m 

7, For confidcr further, he hath invited us to 
Come to him for this hi effing : *' Faithful is he 
that hath called you* ." God hath, in a variety 
of ways, (by his providence, his word, his mi- 
ni (lers, his Spirit,) tailed us to come to him for 
fandlification. And will he mock his helplefs 
creatures ? Will he deceive our confidence, and 
difappoint our expe6tations ? Will he bid us 
come to him for fan^tificatlon, and when we are 
come, turn his back upon us, and refufe us the 
blefling ? Far be the. thought from us ! Surely 
this would be a degree of cruelty rarely to be met 
with among men, abandoned as they arc; and to 
afcribc this to God^- would be highly derc gatory to 
his glory, and little, left than' blafplicmy. It 
\Vou1d be to impeach his divine love, his darling 
attribute, and to make. him altogether fuch a one 
as ourfelvcs. 

8. But that unbelief, as to this point, may be 
baniflied from among us, that it may make its ap- 
pearance no more, I mufl add wc have not only the 
divine wijdom^ and power ^ and hve^ all engaged to 
fa notify us, but his faithfulnejs alfo. *< Faithful is 
he that hath called you.*' This intimates that God 
hath promifed it, and this he certainly hath done 
in many places, and in various forms of expreffion. 
By Mofes he fays, *• I will circumcife thy heart, 
and the heart of thy feed, and thou (halt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and foul, and 
drength." By Jeremiah he fays, ** I will put my 
laws into. their minds, and write them on their 
hearts ; " a promife the Apoftle thought fo preci- 

* Ver. 24* 

0U8, 
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tuSf that he quoses it twice as a principal and diC- 
tingui(hing blcfling of the New Covenant. By 
Ezekiel God promifes, ** I will fprinkle cleaa 
water upon you, and you (hall be clean ; from alt 
your filthinefs and idols will I cleanfe you. A 
new heart will I give unto you, and a right'fpirit 
will I renew within you." Cnrift himfelf affurcs 
us, ** They that hunger and thirft after righteouf- 
nefs (hall be filled," and that his followers <<fhall 
be perfect, as their Father in heaven is perfedl.** 
And, to mention no more, St. Peter confiders 
God*s promifes in general as made with a view to 
this one end, when he fays, <* There are given to 
us exceeding great and precious promifes, that by 
thefe (by the accomplilhment of thefe) we might 
be made partakers of the divine nature," even that 
image of God, "in which we were originally creat- 
ed, knowledge, holinefs and happinefs, or, iti one 
word, Sannijicatton, 

9. Plain ir i^ then that this fanflification is pro- 
mifed, and that repeatedly, and in the moft ex- 
prefs terms. Now, obicrve who it is that hath 
made thefe promifes ; not a weak and helplefs,- 
falfe and perfidious, fickle and inconftant worm o^ 
Uie earth, whofe malice and wickednefs might 
prompt him to deceive us, if he were ever fo abUi 
or whofe power might be infufficient, if he were 
qver fo willing, to fulfil his promifes. But it is 
Gpd, our Maker^ Prejerver, and Redeemer^ the 
sGreat I AM, the EverlaHing and Unchangeable 
Jehovah, whofe wifdom and power, holinefs and 
juftice, truth and love, are equally infinite ; who 
is poffeifed of all pofiTible perfe61lons, and all whofe 
perfedtions oblige him (fo to fpeak) to fulfil his 
promifes. That hve, immenfe and unfearchable, 
iwhich firft induced hira to promife, muft as* 
Arongly incline, him to perform \ and this, confix. 

dering 
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dcritig his unerring wijdom and ainnlghtf pofwer^ 
he cannot want ability to do. Nay, this he will 
and muji do, becaufe he is holy, juft, and true ;- 
becaufe It cannot be, that the ** Strength of Ifracf 
Aould lie," or deceive. So that it is, in fa6l, im- 
poflfible God (hould neglect to fulfil his promifcs^ 
for the fulfilnncnc whereof all his attributes (land 
engaged ; yea, as impoflfible as it is for him to he 
diveffed of thofe attributes, or ceafe to exilh And 
this we know is of all impoflfi bill ties the greateft. 
Well then might the Apoftlc affirm^" the promifes 
of God in Chrift Jefus to be Yea and Amen." 
The pillars of heaven inay give way, the laws of 
nature be reverfed, but no promife of God (hall 
crer fail of its accomplifhment. 

• ** Skould nature &il, and darknefs hide the flarSf 

.* " And cover with a (able veil the fun, 
•• Unchang'd, and fixt, the Truth of God remainst^ 
•' Nor knows the leaft decay. Here will f reft 
** With full afTurance and unihaken faith." 

Conclcrdc we then with St. Paul in our text,-— 
'< Faithful is he that hath called you, who alfo 
will do \xr 

ID. But for whom will he do it? For it \9 
manifeft thefe promifes arc not made without fome 
reftridion, in that they are rK>t fulfilled in alt mcft 
univerfally. I anfwer, not for unbelieving, prayer* 
lefs, carelefs fouls; not for thofe who defpife or 
negleEi thefe promifes,^ who prefer to them, great 
and precious as they are, the toys and trifles of 
earth, the vain amufements and gratifications o£ 
fenfe. Let not thefe feed themfclves with delufive 
hopes of holinefs un earth, or happtnefs in hea« 
ven. Let them not imagfne that God will confer 
fo great a treafure upon thofe who fo lightly efteem 
itf or that he will force thifr fandlifieation upon 

any 
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any one againft his will. Nor let any fuppofe that 
their own defire is to have no p^rt in this work, 
€»r thtt thcf are not to be " workers together with 
God." But let them remen\bcr, that ^* as God 
worketh in them to will and to do, of his good 
pleafure/' thejr are to ufe the grace he gives, and 
f* to work out their own falvation with fear an4 
trembling." 

II. To explain this point a little. There i« 
by nature no merit and no firength in us. We caa 
i^ nothing but fin till his grace prevent and ac<» 
company us, and, of confequence, can do no* 
thing to dejerve his grace ; nay, can do nothing 
but what deferves his wrath, and curfe, and eteiu 
jial punifhment. Btit this notwithAanding, with«- 
out any regard to our merit, or rather contrary to 
OUT demerit, his grace does in fa<£t prevent and 
accompany us all* Yes, that <^ grace which is 
faving hath appeared unto all men," and ^* the 
true light enlighteneth every man that eometh snro 
.the world." It quickens the dead foul, enltghtenf 
the dark mind, awakens the ftupid confcience, ex^ 
4Htes in us good delires, and in various ways belpe 
our infirmities. It is every viBy /yfficUni fpr us ^. 
and thro' it t^ ftrengthening us^ we can 4o all 
things." Now, upon our receiving otr rejc6ling, 
iufing or abuling this grace, our falvation turnau 
If we ftop our ears to its calls, and (huft our eyes 
«gainft its light ; if we Aupify our confciencc with 
the opiates of pleafure, and filenee its clamours in 
the hurry of bufinefs and the diAradHon of carej; 
4)r, to fpeak in Scripture language, if we ^rieve^ 
quench y and do defpite to the Spirit erf" God, our 
fandlification is prevented, and our falvation pre- 
eluded. But, on the coptracy, if we^Voo^e \o 
the light that our deeds may be reproved ;" if we 
*« incline our ear^.and heai* that our foul may 
live J " if we ** coniider our wavs," and encourage, 
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inftead of ftifling convidlons ; if we cherifli the 
motions, follow the drawings, and obej the dic- 
tates of the Spirit of Truth and Love, our fan6lifi. 
cation is promoted, and our eternal falvation fe- 
cured. Thus only can we reconcile thofe two 
grand and fundamental truths, written in every page 
(almoft) of the Bible, that ^* all our falvation is 
of God," and yet *• all our damnation of our- 
fclves ; " that wc muft acknowledge him the Au- 
thor of our fand^ification from iirft to lad, and yet 
blame ourfelves if we are not fan3i6ed. Thus 
only^ can we fee the reafon of thofe exhortations, 
promifes, and threatenings contained in Scripture, 
which can only affedl intelligent beings, poifefled 
of liberty of choice and adion. And thus only, 
in fine, can we underhand the fuitablenefs and ne- 
ceffity of thofe means we are enjoined to ufe in 
order to our fandlification here, and our falvation 
hereafter. 

12. For be it obferved, God hath appointed 
certain means with a view to our fantSification, 
and hath only promifed to fan6)ify thofe who are 
found in the ufe of them. Such efpecially are 
falthy and, in order thereto, htaring the word^ 
prayer^ and watchfulnefs. The neceflity oi faith 
in this view, is very apparent, particularly as it 
has for its objedt the promifes of fandlification, and 
the Lord Jcfus, " in whom thcfe promifes are 
Yea and Amen. " By faith^ according to the 
Apoftle, the Ancient Worthies *« obtained pro* 
mifcs * ,** and we muft, doubt lefs, obtain them 
in the fame way. We, like them, ** feeing 
the promifes,*' tho' apparently afar off^ muft be 
«* pcrfuaded of them and embrace them." We 
muft believe, aflfuredly, that the Lord hath pro* 

• Heb. xi 33. 
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flnifed this holinefs, and muft rely firmly upon 
him for the accompli (hment of his promife. And 
in as much as it will only be accomplidied in and 
thro' Chrift, who hath procured by his deaths and 
jeceived in confequence of his afcenfion into hea- 
ven, this and every other bleffing for us, our eye 
fnuft be unto him^ and our expedation from him. 
Perfuaded that *Mn him all fulnefs dwells," and 
that he hath invited us to come and *' receive out 
of his fulnefs grace upon grace, '* we muft, by 
faith, apply to and depend upon him for grace to 
help in time of need, and for the fulnefs of that 
Spirit which is the one fource of ourfanftification ; 
and which we receive not by the works of the law 9 
but by faith* . Thus will <* Chrift dwell in our 
hearts by faith,*' and we (hall be << an habitation 
of God. thro* the Spirit." The Spirit of truth, 
holinefs, and comfort will take up his abode in us, 
and enlighten, fanfiify, and fave us. Our Under- 
Jlandingy once darknef^y (hall become light in the 
Lord; our IFillj naturally ftubborn and refractory, 
fhall be fubjc<Stcd to the holy will of God ; 6ur 
Conjcience (hall be fprinkled from evil by the blood 
of Chrift ; and all our Appetites and PaJJions be 
brought under the influence of love divine. Thus, 
as the Lord Jefus promifed on the great day of the 
feaft, <' Believing in him, out of our belly (as it 
were) (hall flow rivers of living water;" and, as 
he teftified to his Apoftle from heaven, wc (hall 
obtain << an inheritance among thofe that are fane- 
tificd by faith in him." 

13. Now this faithy w^hich thus purifieth the 
heart, comeih by hearing \ that is, the word of God, 
whether read or heard, is the feed of it. Hence 
we are faid to be " begotten by the word of trujth," 

♦ Gal. iii. 2, 5. 
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and to be <' bom of incorruptible feed by xh€ 
iNPord of God : *' The truth is faid to ** make us 
free," and the •* fandtiiication of the fpirit" is 
clofely conncfted with « the belief of the truth.** 
But then as the feed, when lying uncovered upon 
the furface of the earth, will not fpring up or bear 
fruit ; fo the word of God, if merely read and 
heard, if not received into the heart, and covered 
up (as it were) by frequent and deep confidera- 
tion, will never produce true holinefs, or that 
faith whereby hoiinefs is obtained. We inuft 
therefore markf Itam^ and digeft the word ; wiuft 
think upon it, and ponder it in our hearts ; muft 
examine ourfelves by it, and reduce it to praAice. 
And thus only (hall we ** puriiFy our fouls, by obey- 
ing the truth, unto that unfeigned love" of God 
and the brethren, in which our fanSification chiefly 
confifts* — ^This is not all : As the feed fown in 
the earth will yield bpt a poor produce if not wa- 
tered with the dew and rain of heaven, fo the 
word of God, if not attended with the influence 
of the holy Spirit, will neither bring forth faith 
nor hoiinefs. Now this muft be fought in prayer, 
which is the third means I have mentioned as ne- 
ceffary to be ufed in order to our fandification. 

14. " Afk," fays the Lord Jefus, « and h 
Ihall be given you ; feek, and ye (hall find ; 
knock, and it (hall be opened." This advice is 
applicable to every blefling we expe£t to receive at 
the hands of God : We muft ajk, if we wrould 
receive them. It is particularly applicable to 
JanSlification : For in that remarkable pafTage in 
the prophecy of Ezekiel, where this bleffing is fo 
largely and exprefsly promifed, the Lord hath po- 
fitively faid, that " for this thing he will be en- 
quired of that he may do it for us." So that it 
plainly appears, all who would enjoy the fandifi- 
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cation nbove defcribed, fnnft wait for it in the way 
<iipraj€r\ And at to thofe who do not pofiefs it, we 
may affirm^ << They have not became they aft 
not ;" Of, <* They aft and receive not, betaiife 
they aft amift.'* They aft from wrong motives^ 
or in a wrong manner. They are prompted, per- ' 
haps, merely by pride and felf-love, andhaye.no 
view to the glory of God ; or they do not aft 
£ameftty^ perfevertnglyy and in faith. The Apoftlc 
liath direAed us to " continue inihint in prayer ; '* 
but, alas ! bow few do fo, refolved to take no de« 
nial in a matter where we have God's exprefs pro« 
mife ? Inftead of this, not being deeply convinced ' 
of the excellency and neccfliry of this fanfiifica- 
tion, or not firmly believing that God will beftow ' 
lt> die generality, even of ferious people, << grow ' 
weary and faint in their minds," and delift from 
the tirefome exercife^ bdbre they have obtained 
the bldCng. 

15. Be it obfcTved, therefore, if we would aft 
JuccefsfuUyj we mull aft perfeveringly ; and if wc 
would aft perfeveringly, we rouft aft in faiths 
Atrcordingly St. James fays*, " If any man lack 
wifdom (or any other bidding, fuppofe fanAifying * 
gracej let him aft of God, who'giveth to all men 
liberaily, and upbraideth not, and it ihall be 
given him. But let him aft in faith nothing wa- 
vering," (ftu^ir ^()»x^ira/AfMK, not difputing the divine 
veracity, or doubting the accompliihment of.hia 
promife) << for he that wavereth is like a wave of 
the fea, dri-ven with the wind and tofied. -For lei 
not that man think -he fliall receive any thing at 
the hands of the Lord." All God's attributes 
ftand engaged to fulfil his promifes ^ andt there«- 
fi^rei after this to douht their fulftlment, is to put 

• Chai^. i. vcr. 5. 
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the grea(cft affront upon God ; it is to doqbt his 
being ib holy, juftv and true; fo wife, powerfulf 
and. gracious as he declared himfelf tobc« We 
need not wonder^ therefore, at the. Apqftle's in- 
fixing fo much on faith as necefTary to that prayer 
which will be followed with ananfwer of;pea^« 
F^r hereby we givje God the glory of his divine 
perfedionSf. afid; fet to our feals that he is true; 
wheveaf to pray, in mlfelief^ is to give the lye to 
the God of Truth, and rob him of his honour. 
Hence the Lord Jefus exhorts his difciples, (won- 
dering how foon the fig-tree,, which he curfed, was 
withered away,) << Have faith. in God ; for verily I 
lay .unto you, that whofoever (hall (ay tathis inoun« 
fa|n, Be thoii ren^pvedi a^d be thpu.caft into the 
nudft of the fea, and (hall nqt doubt in. his hearty 
but distil believe ths^t thofe things which he faith 
fll^ll come to .pafs, he. (haU/have whatfoever he 
faith. Therefore I fay unto you, fprecious words, 
wpriliiy of our deepeft attention f) what things 
leaver ye a(k when ye pray, believe that ye (hall 
receive them, and ye (hall, have theo^ * ." 

1 6. Only let it not.be forgotten, that the prayer 
which, as it were, opens heaven, and brings down 
thofe reffe(hing influences of grace upon us, whereby 
<<'the wlldernefs becomes a pool, and the dry land 
fprings of water," is always (uppofed in Scripture to 
be attended with waUhfulneff: «^y^atchye and pray 
aiwiiyiB," fays the Lord Jefus. ^< Pn^ying always 
w^th all prayer and fupplicatioh in the fpirit," fays 
S{. Pau), ^' and watching thereunto with perfever- 
ance.'* ^^ Continue in prayer, (fays he again) and 
Wjitch ifi the fame with thank%iving." Now this 
tuatchfulhifs implies, that we keep all the powers 
dC our fouls awake to a fenfe of the danger we zf$ 
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in^ f^om our fpiritual; efiemies, and that we (tand: 
on our guard againft their attacks. << Watch and- 
pray that ye enter viot into temptation/' fays our 
Lord. << Be fober^ be vigilant/' adds St. ^eter, 
(or rather rmpdHt, y^ttiyo^uii. av^e and be watch-- 
ful) <^ for your adverfary the devil » as a roarings 
lion^ walketh about» feekipg whom he may de- 
vour." If we would.be fanAified by the opera* 
tion of the Holy Spiriti (the only way we can be« 
fan&tfied) it -is abfolutely neceiTary that we flee 
from all fin, as what oppofes him in bis work^ 
grieves his love, and makes him' withdraw from 
iis« Now this we cannot do unlefs we (nun temp« 
tation, or are prepared to meet it, and << withfland 
in the evil d^y." In: order to which we muft be 
awake and adiiv.e, deeply imprefled with ^ fenfe 
of our danger, and ready to oppofe the enemy in 
his firft approaches. I might add too> that to 
watch againft' fin, and therefore againA tempta-* 
tion,, is:.n€ce(rary in order to our receiving the 
anfwer of our prayers ; "for God heareth not 
flnners^" continuing, in. fin, as the blind man, 
whofe eyes Chrift had opened, teft^fiedi and hrs. 
teftimony is confirmed by the Pfalmift, where he 
ftys, "If I regard.iniquity in my heart, the Lord 
will npt hearmev" 

17. Thefe means of Sanflification, Faith, the. 
ff^dtd'Of Gad^ Ptayerj and Watchfulnefs^ I parti- 
cularly infift upon,r beoaufe they are direStJy znd . 
immediatily i f ubfervient to that enici^ . and indeed ne« 
ceflaiy thereanso. But I. dotnot.intend hereby to 
difparage or fet afide other means of grace, which 
are mot&'remoielyi jufeful, as being helps to thoie 
abovC'iBentioned, fuch as ChriJUan coiwetfatian, 
Fafimg^ and^itb^ Loni^ Suppir. 'Allthefc every 
Chridiaolirould be careful to ufe at all opporru* 
niticsy.and'jf'he'do not refl[ dn tbem, hut. look; 
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thro* them to God, <^ his labour (hall not be in 
vain in the Lord." 

To conclude this head. How pertinent in this 
view is the advice given by the Apofile in the 
verfes preceding our text. << Let us not fleepas 
do others, but let us watch and be fober, pitting* 
on the breaft.plate of faith and love, and for an , 
helmet the hope of falvation." He exhorts fur- 
ther, ** Pray without ceafing*' for fimiQification, 
and if ye would not pray in vain, <^ quench not 
the Spirit," by committing any known, fin, by 
omitting a(^ known duty, or indulging any wrong' 
temper ; yea, « abftain from every appearance of 
evil ; and proving all things, hold faft that which 
is good;'* condantiy and refolutely avoid what* 
ever appears to your awakened confcieneo to be 
difpleaiing to God, and as conftantly and refo- 
lutely purfue whatever appears agreeable to his 
will. Now, on a fuppofition that the TheiTalo* 
nians complied with his advice, he with confidence 
prays for them in the wonds of our text, and de- 
clares, ** Faithful is he that bath called you, who 
alfo will do It/' 

I come now, m the third place, to apply what 
hath been advanced upon the before-mentiooed 
heads. 

I. And, firft, permit me to remind you of the 
neceflity of this Sanfiification, and enouire whe- 
ther you experience it in any degree ? rermit me 
to a(k, in reference to what has been advanced, Is 
your Mind enlightened to fee the evil of fin, and 
your Confcience awakened to pain you for it ? Has 
God fealed upon your heart the i>ardon of it, and 
wrought in your foul an hatred to it ? Has he 
given you power over it, and are you ^aning for 
Its entire deftruAion ? Has the all-f<wcient God 
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fo difcovered himfclf to you, as to attrad your de- 
li ret and win your heart ? Have you chofcn the 
Lord for your portion, and do you fubmit your 
will to him ? Can you bear with refignation what 
he lays upon you, and do with chcerfulnefs what 
he requires of you ? Is he the centre of your de-> 
jfires, the foundation of your hopes, and the fource 
of your comfons P Do you long for htm, and 
delight yourfelf in him ? Are your Appetites under 
due reftraint, and is your body but as an hand- 
maid to the foul ? ** Being made free from (in* 
are you become a fervant to God ; and have you 
your fruit unto holinefs, that the end may be eter- 
.nal life ?" If not, I dare not alTure you, you are 
in a Aate of falvation, or that you pofrcfs even 
that meafure of fandlification, which is confequent 
upon faith in Chrift. 

2. But is it not highly needful you (hould pof- 
fefs it ? Yea, and that in as great a degree as 
is intended in our text ? Can you be happy on 
earth, happy in heaven, without it? Oh, fettle 
it in your heart that you cannot. By the unal- 
terable decree of God, bqlinefs and happinejs go 
hand in hand» and the latter can only be where 
the former hath prepared its way. Abfoluteljr 
.needful it is you Qiould be fandlified, if you would 
enjoy comfort . in life* For oh ! confider, what 
comfort can there bd while a guilty ConfcUnce rer 
.proaches. you for pa() crimes, and diftorbs you 
with fears of future mifery ? While your H^ill 
is rebellious, and y^ou fret and repine at his difpen- 
fations, who, notwithftanding, will do ^11 hia 
pVeafure ? While you are the (port of tumultuous 
PaJJipns^ which hurry you hither and thither with- 
out controul ? While you are racked with doubly 
difmayed with fear, and oppreifed with a load of 
care P What comfort, while you are the ilave of 
vile lufts and infatiable defircs ? While you ferve 
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fin, and are under the dominion of that fpirtt 
which workctb in the children of difobedience ? 
While this is the cafe, I aflc thee, What haft 
thou to do with peace, with happtnefs ? Oh, nor- 
thing! If thou think otherwife, it is becaufe the 
<* God of this world hath blinded thy mind/' and 
thou art fiill << dead in trefpafles and fins.'* 

3. But fuppofing in this difeafed (late of foul, 
in which, <* from the crown of the head, to the 
-fole of the foot, there is no foundnefs, bot wounds, 
and bruifes, and putrifying fores ; and they have 
not been clofcd, they have not been bound up, nor 
TiiolIifit:d with ointment;" — fuppofing* amidft all 
this diforder and confufion, ^htrttaffion and apfe- 
titty in league with the Prince of Darknefs, tft 
at war with reafon and confcience^ their lawful fove- 
reigns, are engaged in a wicked attempt to dethrone 
them both, and aflume the reins of government to 
themfclves ; — fuppofing in this-tumultuous anarchy 
and difcord, where all is << chaos and wild up- 
roar," you could enjoy calm peace and undifturbed 
tranquillity, which is impofiible ;-— fupjpofing care 
and bufinefs, honour and preferment, wealth -and 
pleafure, could fo occupy and amufe you, that you 
ihould forget your prefent mifery, and 1)0 unac- 
quainted with diftren, which, you 'know, neither 
is, nor can be the calfe ; yet remenlbeirthe end of 
thefe things ia at hand, << Dud thou art, and unto 
■dull thou muft Tctum " It is appointcd^-evehiiDlr 
*thee to die. And, " What is thy life but^ va- 
pour," which may aflFord thee a dim artd uncer- 
tain Ught for the prefent, but will very foon vanifh 
and leave thee to eternal darknefs. 

4. Oh remember thefe " days of datkncfs, for 
they are many," and who^ or ti;i>a/ will entertain 
or amufe thee there ? Alas ! thou wilt there have 
time and leifure Tufiici^htto refleil upon the hap- 

-pinefs thou -haft loft, and the mifery thou haft io- 
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cuitcd, without any interruption, any alleviation 
to thy woe from cither bufincfs, amufcment, or 
pleafure! There thou wilt Bnd no healing me- 
dicines to reftore thy difordered mind^ no lenient 
hand to affWage thy grief, no imoxicating liquors 
to drown thy diftrefs, no ftupifying potions to lay 
thy keen fenfations aflcep, or blunt the (harpeft 
edge of pain. There thou wilt meet with no de- 
fence againfl thofe ravenous {)eafis of prey which 
walk in darknefs, no place of refuge where thou 
mayeft flee for protedion againft thefe diabolical 
furies, Which even now too often rend, tear, and 
(as It were) mangle thy foul, but will then be let 
loofe to torment thee. Thy angery malice^ and 
envy ; thy prldey felf-wtlly and difcontent ; thy caret 
' and defifes^ fears and forrows^ irregular and inor- 
'dinate, dven now give thee fo much dil^urbance^ 
notwithftanding the hurry of bufinefs, difllpation 
of company, and gratifications of fenfe, that life 
'is an intolerable burdJenr But then, adl avoca- 
' tions being removed, they will be at liberty to vlo 
their utmoft, yea, they will be aflifted by all the 
jK)wers of hell, and armed with the almighty 
Wrath of 'God, to render thee "an eternal fpedtaclebf 
*WW<fhedhefs and difgr^cc. 

5. 'Oh ! confider, thou poor, blinded, and un- 
holy mortal, what fruit thou wilt th6h !!capjDMlr_ 
' darkened mind, rebellious will, guilty cbnfcicncc, 
diforderly afFedtions, infatiable appetites, and de« 
formed loathfome members 1 Ah ! think what 
harveft they are likely to produce ! " Be not de- 
ceived, whatfoever a man foweth, that (hall he 
alfo reap. They that fow to the ffefti, fliall of the 
fleih reap corruption." <* The end of thefe things 
-is death;"'<et»r|hal'death; for as the LerdlivtJtli, 
«< without holi'nefs thou canft not fee his "face.** ' 
If found deftildte of this at a dying hour, (an hott 
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which may arrive, alas ! how foon f) thou (halt be 
ihut out of the holy city, where nothing unclean 
can enter, excluded the prefence, and denied the 
blifsful viiion of God, 6ani(hed from the fociety 
,€>f,the blefled, and deprived of the pure and rap- 
turous delights of Paradife, thou (halt be left a 
prey to thy own devili(h nature, and conftrained 
to take up thine abode in the dreary dwellings of 
lamentation and woe, where every foul fpirir, 
unhappy and malicious, hath fixt its habitation! 
There thou (halt wait with fearful apprebeniions 
and terrifying dread, the impending judgment 
of the great day, which will pour a whole de- 
luge of extreme and endlefs mifery upon thy guilty 
head. 

6. Yes, thou (halt (land at the bar of that 
, highly-exalred, tho' often defptfed Saviour, wbofe 
dying agony and (lowing blood, when he fu(rered 
without the camp to fanSify thy foul, to expiate 
thy (ins, melted the very rocks,, fetched a figh 
from the fympathiiing earth, and caufed the fun, 
■ the fource of joy and gaiety, to put on fackclotb, 
but could not foften thy flinty heart, nor excite 
one fpark of fympathy or love from thy frozen and 
, icy bread. Thou (halt (land, 1 fay, at his bar, 
whofe amazing and unfearchable love to thee, 
brought him OBce from the regions of blifs and 
"glory, ''Into a world of pain and infamy, where be 
performed and fu(Fered more than can be defcribed 
for thy falvation ; but whofe judice is now in- 
. cenfed, whofe wrath is now awakened, and whofp 
omnipptence is now armed to puni(h thee without 
pity, to deftroy thee beyond remedy ! By this 
once compafllonate and kind Saviour ^ (compaf- 
,4¥^0^a.tand J;jnd, alas I in vain) f but now inexora- 
ble and fevere Judge^ thou (halt be tried and con- 
. dcmned. Thou muft therefore bear thy own cu^^, 
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and fufFer the juft punifhment of thy own (ins, 
ffince by his ftripes thou would'ft not be healed,) 
together with a fuper-added condemnation for neg« 
lecting fo great a falvation ! Yes, thou (halt 
be adjudged to take thy portion ** in the lake that 
burneth with fire and brimftone;" and that will 
not be a place of purgation, but of torment, ex- 
treme and endlefs torment ! No promifes of fane- 
tification there ! No calls of divine love ! No 
vifitations from his gracious Spirit I No help ! No 
hope ! But he that is unholy (hall be unholy fiillf 
and (hall therefore be (till miferable. 

7, And hdw what fayeft thou finner ? For what 
wilt thou .negie£t this fandification, fo indifpenf- 
ably nece(rary to thy prefent and eternal happinefs? 
What haft thou difcovered of fo much more ira-» 
portance than this, that thou judgeft it better de« 
ferving thy attention and defire, care, and pur- 
(\]it ? Surely thou wilt not be fo mad as to lell 
thy title to yon fair inheritance above, with all 
the blifs and glory of it, and plunge thyfelf into 
endlefs and irretrievable ruin, for the. momentary 
and unfatisfying pleafures of fenfe ? For the glit-* 
tering duft of this pcri(habl6 world ? Or for the 
empty breath of uncertain praife ? Oh ! my bro-i 
ther, conlider what wilt thou be profited, " if 
thou (houldeft gain even the whole world," amafa 
together all its wealth, poflefs all its honours, and 
enjoy all* the pleafures it can afford in the greateft 
perfe£tion, (which, alas! poor, feeble, dying worm, 
thou canft never do) and, by negle<Sing this fanc- 
rification, « lofe thy own foul ?"— Or, "What 
wilt thou receive in exchange for thy foul ? " Or 
for this fanflifkation, which is indifputably its 
f rueft richcB, greateft honour, and moft exalted 
and la(ling felicity? Deftitute of which, it is 
poor^ and wretched^ and Aiiferable, and bUnd, and 
naked j but poflefled of f^hich, it is ricb^and ^lo. 
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riou8| and happy beyond conception, and -for ever ! 
What recompence will the devil make thee for 
negledting to regain this blifaful and^glorioua image 
of God ; for continuing contentedly under bis 
power, his obedient flave, his faithful fervant, and 
hereby renouncing Joy and glory, God and heaven? 
For what price doft thou fell thy tipie.and t^ilents, 
thy liberty and life, thy body and foul fo*him ? 
Alas, aias ! poor creature, thy gains are but iinall I 
Gains I did I fay ! Thy I$fs, thou unhappy foid^ 
is irrecoverable, and fuch as millions of ages can- 
not remedy, and ten thoufiind richer wprlds than 
this cannot repay ! For thou muft << be punifhed 
with evcrlafting deftru£lion from the . prefence of 
the Lord and the glory of his power ; thou mud 
depart accurfed into everlafting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels." 

8. Awake then thou thatfleepefti Know thy- 
felf, thou fallen fpirit, thou unholy foul ! Know 
Ihat thou haft loft the image of God, and art funk 
into the imagp of fa tan! Know^hat God hath fent 
thee into this tabernacle, thftt4hou migbteft << put 
off the old man, and put on the new ; " mighteft 
recover his image, ** even righteoufnefs and true 
holinefs." If thou complieft with his defign, he will 
take thee to dwell with himfelf in immortal blifa 
and glory ; if not, he will codiign thee over to 
everlafting pain and infamy. To help thee here* ' 
in, he hath fent his only begotten $9n into our 
wretched world, to inftru6t thee by his doftrine 
and example, and to expiate thy fins by fufiTering a 
fhameful and painful death. With a view to the 
fame end, his providence attends and watches over 
thee day by day, putting thee in the moft favour- 
2(ble circumftances .for thy reftoration ; and his 
Spirit of Grace vifits thy foul, enlightening thy 
darknfcfa, and helping, thy infirmities. And alt 
this Cod hath been do\n^ Cot thee £rom thy youth 
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up. And now the day of life is farfpent, the 
night of death is at hand, and at fuch an bouT as 
thou thinkeft not, the meflenger will be commif- 
fioned.to fetch thee aWay, that diou may eft -give 
an account of the ufe thou haft made of the time 
and talents allotted thee, in order' to fh^'ftlti&ifi. 
cation. And if not fandified, a miferable account 
wilt thou give ! How certain is thy death ! How 
uncertain the time when! Perhaps even this night 
•thy foul will be demanded I and doft ttaa trifle 
ftill? 

9. f^enetrated with a fenfe of thete truths, let 
^me ^xhort thee. Up. ^and ht dair^. ^^0{\^in9^fl of 
its great excellency, its abfolute and intmediate 
neceffity, let thy whole heart long for San6lrfica- 
tion I Let all that is within thee pant and gaip 
after this refreftiing grace ! Let thy fannfhed ami 
ftarving foul infatiahly hunger and thirft for this 
righteoufnefs, this bread and water of life ! Let 
thy defires after it be fervent, conftant, and in- 
croafing ; and be not fatisfied till thpu *< awake 
up after his likenefs." — Remembering that this 
holinefs is the gift of God, that he alone can work 
it in thee, let thy defire be to him^ and thy e-x- 
peftation from him. *< Lift up thine eyes to the 
hills, from whence thy help cometh^ thy. help 
cometh from the Lord, who made hes^ven and 
earth/' -Only^^ can create thy foul anew-; and 
he is both able and willing to do it. Nay h^ hath 
infallibly promifed this bleffing to all who a^ it. 
*< By prayer and fupplication, therefore, makie thy 
vequeft known unto God." And be in earneft*; 
do not trifle with God. If San£tification be in- 
deed fo valuable and neceflfary, and if God, be 
faithful \Qk hif .yrprd, and hav^ indeed :propife[)|jlt|; 
then let thy prayers for it be fervent and per/ever^ 
ing; ajlf feei, knock. Repeat and urge thy re* 

P 6 qucft 
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queft again and again. Be importunate in pr^jdf, 
take no denial, fay, 

'* I rill not let thee go withont thy blefling ; 
«' By thy great Name^ I eater my proteft* 
*' N^ver to leave thee> till I fee thy word 
" Accompliih'd to my vows : Till thou with full 
'< And cloudlefs demonflration^ to my foul 
. •' Confirm thy promised grace,*' 

■ And ** believe thou (half have the petitions thit 
thou aflceft ; " and be affured << thou (halt have 
them." 

"- lo.^- Jn the mean time, confider to whom thou 
art indebted for this fan^iiication, who it is that 
"hath purchafed. it for thee. Confider him, who 
>«* gave himfelf for thee, that he might redeem thee 
'from all iniquity, and purify thee from allpollu- 
^tion of flefh and fpirit." Remember he is << made 
■of God unto thee San£lification." If the Father 
KgnSify'thee, it is for his Son's fake, and in con- 
;f6rmity to his Son's image ; yea, and it is only by 
fafth in his Son that thou canft obtain the bleffing. 
Convinced of this,- and of thy entire iinfulnefs, deep 

S^uilt, and utter helplefihefs, come to the Father 
or this grace, thro' the S6n, confiding only in Mm 
'for audience and fticcefs. Make wiiat he hath 
done -and fufFered thy only plea ; renounce all con- 
^ffdehct -'Ifi thy oMrn 'Wifdom, HgHteoVifnefs, and 
ftrength ; truft in him alone ; and be fatisfied << he 
is able to fave to the uttermoft all who come unti> 
God by him." Abfolutcly rely upon his infalli- 
ble' word of promifc : <* Whatfoevcr ye (hall a& 
in my name, .that will I do, that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son : If ye afk any thing in my 
'name, I ^ill' do ir." * Perfeveringly wait its ac- 
compliihment, and It (hall be done unto thee ac- 
cording to thy faith. , ^ . i 

II. Only 
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11. Only obfcrvc, " If the bleifing tarry, wait 
for it. It will furely comt, and will not tarry 
long. " Follow the Pfalmift's example ; <« I 
waited patiently upon the Lord, " (or rather, 
ymp mp, Iii waiting I waited, that is, I waited 
eameftly and diligently,} and << he inclined unto 
me and heard my cry." Wait thou for the Lord. 
Expe6l the anfwer of thy prayers, as the watcb^ 
man expe£teth the morning lights and that at alt 
times, and in all places. God has not confined 
himfelf to any time or place : expe£l him there- 
fore continually : and with that earneftnefs which 
becometh a foul continually on the brink of fdeath 
and judgment/ ** Watch thou, for thou neither 
knoweft the day nor the hour when the Son of 
Man cometh." Watch for (andlification ; watch 
for Chrift's coming ; watch againft fin. Remem-r 
ber where thou art, in the wildernefs, not in Ca- 
naan ; in an enemy's country, not in Paradife ; in 
the field of battle, not reaping the fpdils of vic- 
tory. Wherefore, he fober^ ie-^l£ilaHi. "Awake,' 
and keep a good look-out : Stand on thy guard : 
Put on the whole armour of God : Refifl the De- 
vil : Shun temptation, and << (Irive againfl fin tho' 
it be unto. blood.*' Confcientioufly ufe all the 
means of grace, and look thro' all to the merits 
of Chrifl and the Spirit of God, on which alone 
thy iiopes muA be founded. 

12. Once more. Amidfl all this ftrife and 
^g^n/y ^ poflefs thy foul in patience.** £ndea-« 
vour after a calm, compofed, and peaceful fl'ate 
of heart; Let thy mind be " ftayed on die Lord, '* 
land he will « keep thee in perfcA ptot;e,*' artd 
that peace thou wilt find wonderfully helpful M 
promoting thy fandification. It was probably 
with a view to this compofure-ahd ferenity of mind 
fo .fupndly to divine inipirationi that the Prophets 

of 
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of old fometlmes made ufe of mufic, when thcf 
cxpeded any extraordinary influences of the Holy 
Spirit*. They feem to have intended hereby, 
the calnning of their paffions, and the introducing 
ihto their fouls an heavenlyipekce and tranquillity, 
that the mild and gentle Spidt of the Holy One^ 
might delight to viut and dwell with them. And 
furely we are never better dtfpo&d for further viji- 
tatiohs, difcoveries, and operations from that tivnc 
Spirit, for more intimate union with the f'ather 
and the Son thro'. him, than when we are or/m, 
fettled, and peaceful. Then our fouls wait for 
him as the thirny land for the falling (howers. 
Theh, ** as the eyes of a ioriaiden are unto the 
hands of her miftrefs,, fo are our eyes unto the 
Lord, till he have mercy upon us.'* Then the 
dew of heaven difiills upon our branches, yes^, he 
<< fends a gracious rain upon bis inheritance, and 
refrefhes it when it is weary," Thus ** in quiet- 
nefs and in reft are we faved." Let it be thy care, 
therefore, to refift every temptation to inguietudcy 
fcare, and anxiety. 

*' What profit can'ft thoa gain 

" By felf-confaming care ? 
'* To him commend thy caufe^ his ear 

f« Attends the fofteft prayer.^' 

<< Stand ftill, and fee the.falvation of God/'^and 
yet, '* Agonize to enter in at the ftrait gate." Join 
the agony of defire to the peace of dependance, and 
the patience of hope. May God help thee to re« 
concile tbefcy and all will be well : " The God 
of Peace himfeif wiU faniSlify thee .wholly, and 
the whole of thee, the ^irit^ and foul, and body, 

♦ <s Kiogs iii. *5* 

' will 
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♦vin be iprcfervcd blamelefs to his heavenly Tcing- 
dom. Faithful is he that calleth thee, who alfo 
will do it." 

f* I reft upon thy word> 

" The promife u £or me; 
«' J^y fa^CQur and'falvatIon> Lordj 

" Shall furcly come frohi thee : 
<< Bat let me ftill abide^ 

** Nor from my hope remove, 
«' 'Till thoa my patient fpirit gaide 

'• Into thy pcrfta love.'** 

13. I muft not conclude Aefe difcoorfes without 
fiddreifii\g a few words to thofe, who profefs to 
have attained this San£lification.-»ift, See that your 
profeifion be founded on truth : Take care that 
you do not deceive yourfelf. -Remember, if yoa 
are indeed Jan&ified in the fenfe that has been ex* 
phined, you think lefs of yourfelf than ever you 
did in all your life. Your undei^ftandlng is fo 
enlightened in the knowledge of God and of your* 
felf) you have fnch clear views of God's incom<» 
prehenfible greatnefs and your own exceeding lit« 
tleneOs, of his infinite wifdom and your extreme 
folly, of his almighty power and your amazing 
weaknefs, of his unfpotted purity and your great 
defilement, of his inflexible juftice and your no- 
torious guilt and defert of eternal mifery ; — and 
above. 9ll>you iiave fpch a difcoverjr oft the bound* 
lefs mercy and love of God to loft finners in ge* 
neral, and to yourfelf in particular, and of your 
utter unworthinelis in all refpedls, and how'fkryoti 
come 0iort of paying the debt of gratitude due to 
him for fuch goodnefs;-p*-that yo« arelafliamed^ 
Ct^nfounded, and as it were brought to nothing be* 
fprft, bis .glorifius ;Majcflyt, vory4»g»*oiit ft'oi» ^rht 
bottom df your hearty << Who' can fiand befor* 

this 
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this holy Lord God?'^ As for me, '< I am lefs 
than the leaft of all his mercies, lefs than the leaft 
of all faints/' not worthy to wa(h the feet of the 
fervants of my Lord ! — And at the fame time you 
have (uch an iniight into the fpirituality, esttent, 
and obligation of the holy law of God, mnto the 
height ami depth, length and breadth of the obe- 
dience it requires; and together therewith, have 
fuch a fenfe of your paft fins, and of your prefent 
failings, .whereby you continually come fhort of 
the glory of God, that you never before relilhed 
fo well, or found fuch fweetnefs in the confefiion 
of holy Job, " Behold I am vile ! What (hall I 
anfwer thee? I Mil lay nnry -hand upon my 
mouth." — ^Judge yourfclf, therefore, by this rule, 
and remember, if you indeed poflcfs what you 
profeis, you are << of a contrite and humble (pi- 
lit," you even " abhor yourfelf, and repent as in 
dufl and a(hes/* 

' 14. Now that you may retain this fpirit of hu* 
tnility, without which you cannot pbflibly retain 
that meafure of Sandificatiori you poiGfefs, much 
lefs obtain a (till greater degree, and increafe with 
'all the increafe of God ; — ^fettle thefe two things 
deeply in your heart, i(t, diat what you are, you 
are by £race; and, 2dly, that you are not what 
you may, and, if you continue faithful, (hall 
be. — Remember, id, that you are wholly indebted 
to the mere* mercy of God, the atoning faCrifice 
of Chrift, and the powerful influence of the Spi- 
rit of Grace for all the good that is in you or about 
you. And remember that the holinefs which is 
wrought in you, is not lodged as a (lock in your 
pwn hands, but you are dependant daily upoA God 
for it. The (ame mercy which firft beitowed itj 
beftoflra it sifre(b'«ve«y moment'-; the fame merit of 
Cbrift which firft interpofi^d on your behalf, and 
.; purchafcd 
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jpurchared this bleffing for you, interpofes Aill; 
and the fame Holy Spirit which firft influenced 
your heart with the love of God, is ftill the one 
fource of your wifdom and power, holinefs and 
happinefs. — If this were withdrawn, it might fiill 
be faid, that ^in you dwelkth no manner of thing 
that is good." 

15. This is not all : It is not only neceffary in 
order to your retaining an humble mind, that you 
fliould afcribe all the good that is in you to the 
grace of God alone, and no part of it to yourfelf ; 
and that you (hould be feniible you are continually 
dependant upon God for it : But it is alfo need* 
ful, 2dly, that you (hould not over-value the good 
that is in you, or think of your attainments, or of 
yourfelf on account of them, more highly than 
you eught to think. That you may not fall into 
this very life znd foul of fpiritual pride, which 
would undoubtedly grieve the Holy Spirit of God, 
and be as a. worm at the root of your graces, fet- 
tle it in your heart that you ilill come very (hort 
of your duty, and are deficient both in the inward 
escercife of love, and the outward adls of virtue* 
Place before your eyes the inoral law as it .is ex- 
plained by Mofes and the Prophets, Chrid and his 
Apofties* ' Remember it is of indifpenfable obli- 
gation, and can no more be abrogated, than God 
can be unholy. Remember too, that it requires 
you not only to love God with all your hearty but 
alfo to ferve him with all your Jirengthf or to the 
uttermoft of your power, and to love your neighbour 
as your/elf, doing him all the good you can in foul 
and body, from day to day. In other words, the 
law of God requires you to employ all your powers 
and faculties, , of whatever kind, at all times and 
in all places, as far as poflible to the glory of God, 
and for the good of mankind Now this you dare 
not iay you have yet done for one fingle day in ^U 
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your life ; jrou dare not affirm, you have for one 
clay loved and ferved either * God or your neigh- 
bour as much as you might have done. You have 
therefore ftill need to pray, " Father, forgive us 
our frefpaffes," and to acknowledge it is of the 
irord's mercies even you are not confumcd. 

1 6. It follows from hence, 3dly, that you have 
Aill room for growing in grace, and in a conform^^ 
ity to the Lord Jefus. This indeed you will rea- 
dily allow ; but you muft allow more. You muft 
allow not only that you may, bur that you mujl go 
forward towards higher attainments in the divine < 
life, if you would not grieve the holy Spirit of 
God, and lofe what you have already gained. ' 
Godf you muft remember, ** hafh pred^ftinated 
you to be conformed to the Image of his Son ;" to 
have that whole mind in you which was in Chrift 
Jcrus, and to wallC as he -walked ; to have, like 
him, the law of God fijHy exemplified in your 
life; to "be living images of lilm, as ht 'is of the 
Father. This is the maA God hath fet you, atld 
If you would not deceive yourfcif, and fink into floth 
and indolence, yon muft not fet yourfelf a lower 
msTrk, You muft hot ceafe to ifcfirc and "t^rtfyi 
ilrivc «nd labour, 'wafdh, ^env yourfelf; ^hd'take 
up your crbfs, till Jrou have (n you the btrtnilit^, 
medcnefs, <and refignatioh ; the faith, Itope. dnd 
thavhy ; the xeal for 6od's glory, and the falva- 
tion <jf flriricrs ; the boweh of tnercy, tendcrnefs, 
»id compafiion ; the love to God and mankind, 
with the proper fruits flowing therefrom, which 
dwelt in the Son of God. In a word, till, as the 
'Apoftle fays, you are even ** filled with all the 
fulnefs of God." 

17. Remembering you have dedicated all the 
faculties of your foul and membfers of your body, 
with all you have ind are, to God, to be at his 
difpofal, you muft ftudy to employ them from day 

to 
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to day according to his willi and for the promd* 
tion of his honour and glory. Your undcrftand- 
ing, confcience, and memory, your will and af- 
fe^ionsy your paffions and appetites, your fenfes 
and members, your time and talents, your fpirit^ 
Toul, and body, with all that belongs to you, miift 
"be Ijoltnefs to the Lord, fct apart for God, and lifed 
as he dire^Sts. This is what the moral law re- 
:quires, and what the example of Chrift^ holds out 
*to your view; and this you muft never ceafe aim- 
ing at and ftriving after. " Not as tho' you had 
already attained this, either were already perfedled; 
but you muft follow after, if by any means you 
•may apprehend that for which you are afpprehended 
of Chrift Jefus. Brethren, you mUft not count 
^ourfelves to have apprehended " all that God has 
*to work in you, and perform by you : You live 
that you may ftill krimv more, receive more, ifo 
>more, ^and fyffer more : << But this one thing yoU 
•muft db, forgetting the things that are behind, and 
-Teaching 'forth to'^the thirlgs that ire before .; you 
«inuft prefs towards the mark for. the prize, of your 
.high calling of God in Chrift Jefus," that at laft 
tyou tiiay << ftand compleat in ithe Whole will of 
•God, and^be ate Chrift>was in this ivirorld.^' I f^, 
^< Lot'as>nlany«f ydu-as iarreipeffo£k be thus itiind- 
(ed \ afnd'tf any'^rf you be otherwife minded, God,^' 
If yod^re flrrcere-and mztchfxtl^ .^^m'M'tt^cdi this 
unto you," •and flww you your miftake. 

OrCc more. "Having guarded you ^agaitift /rs/f 
and Jlothf let me alfo guard you againft carnal ff" 
curity. Remember you have a threefold enemy 
yet to encounter, not only the devil and the world, 
but alfo the flejh, Tho' '«^ your old man is cruci- 
fied with Chrift," and you are even " dead to fin, 
and alive unto God, thro' Jefus Chrift. our Lord ;" 
yet remenxber you have ftill an animal nature about 
yoU| the feat oi various fenfes, appetites, and paf* 
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lions ; and that this will infallibly lead you aftray 
and betray you into fin, if not watphed over and 
kept under continual reftraint. You have^ there- 
fore, ftill daily need to *< deny yourfclf, to keep 
the body under, and bring it into fubjeflion, left " 
after all thefe attainments << you (hould become a 
caft-away.*' And take care you do not reft in, or 
place any dependence upon, any thing done for you 
at any particular time or place ; but remembering 
<< you are every moment pleaftng or difpleafing to 
God, according to the whole of your inward tem- 
pers and outward behaviour," give daily proof, as 
of yo\xx jujiificationf (o zKo of yoMv/nn^iJicat ion, by 
your unblamable and edifying conduA and conver- 
fation. And how much foever you teftify in words 
concerning the great things the Lord hath done for 
you, teftify ftill more in deeJsy perfuaded that ex- 
ample fpeaks louder than any thing, and will be 
believed fooner than any other teftimony you can 
bear. Thus be ye the " fait of the earth*, and 
the light of the \;frorld." Yea, " let your light 
fiiine before men, that they feeing your good works, 
may glorify'your Father, who is in heaven." NoWi 
.<< may the God of Peace, who brought again from 
.the dead our Lord Jefus Chrift, that great Shep- 
herd of the (beep, thro' tb^ blood of the everlaft- 
ing covenant, make you perfed in every good 
^ork to do his wUl^ . working in you that which is 
well pleaftng in his fight, thro* Jefus Chrift, to 
whom be glory for ever and ever." Amen. 
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Author has colleftcd and arranged under pro- 
per heads, thofe materials with which he was 
amply furnifhed, and which appeared to be cal- 
culated to anfwer the end propofed. He has 
alfo added, as occafion required, fuchobferya- 
tions as naturally arofe out of the fubje<£ls under 
con/ideration, and feemed proper to. afford. to 
the JSeader a juft and fvl\ V\tHi ol v\\t\sv 
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